


BOSTON
MEDICAL LIBRARY

IN THE
FrancisA.Countway
Libraryof Medicine

BOSTON









Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2011 with funding from

Open Knowledge Commons and Harvard Medical School

http://www.archive.org/details/historyofgreatplOOdefo







m







BOOKS printed for F. and J. Noel zi

I. ^TpHE Hiftory of a Young Lady of Diftinc-

X tion. In a Series of Letters, 2 vols, price

bound 6s.

2. The Mufe in Good Humour. A Collection

of Comic Tales, price bound %s.

3. The Hiftory ofMan, in a variety of remark-

able and entertaining Relations. 2 vols, price

bound 6s.

4. The Child's Entertainment. Being a Collec-

tion of Riddles on the moll familiar Subjects, price

bound Six-pence.

5. A Letter of Confolation to a Noble Lady
upon the Differences between her and her Lord,
price is.

6. Roxana; or, the Fortunate Miftrefs. price

bound 3s.

7. The Life of the famous Moll Flanders, price

bound 2s '

8. The Art of Governing a Wife, price y.

9. Britifli Liberty ; or, a Sketch of the Laws in

Force relating to Court-Leets, and Petty-Juries,

price Six-pence.

10. The Veftry laid open; or, a Detection of

the grofs Abufes of Select-Veftries. price is.

1 1

.

The Power and Practice of the Court-Leet

of the City and Liberty of Wefiminjier Difplay'd.

price Six-pence.

sres



THE

HISTORY
OF THE GREAT

P L A G U E
In London, in the Year 1665.

CONTAINING,

Obfervations and Memorials of the moft remarkable

Occurrences, both Public and Private, that

happened during that dreadful Period.

By a Citizen, who lived the whole Time in

LONDON.
To which is added, a

JOURNAL
O F T H E

Plague at MarfeilleSj
In the YEAR 1720.

LONDON:
Printed for, and Sold by F. and J. Noble, at their Cir-

( culating Libraries, in King's~Street Covent-Garden^ and
in St. Martin?s-Gourt near Leicefier*-Square^ 1754.

[Price Five Shillings in Boards.]



U /V>



[ * 3

HIST OR Y
O F T H E

PLAGUE.
T was about the Beginning of Sep-

tember 1664, that I, among the Reft

of my Neighbours, heard, in ordi-

nary Difcourle, that the Plague was
return'd again in Holland -

9 for it

had been very violent there, and particularly

at Amfierdam and Roterdam, in the Year 1663.

whether they fay, it was brought, fome faid from
Italyi others from the Levant among fome Goods,
which were brought home by their Turkey**

Fleet ; others faid it was brought from Candia ^

others from Cyprus. Itmatter'd not* from whence
it came ; but all agreed, it was come into HoU
land again.

We had no fuch thing as printed News-Pa-
pers in thofe Days, to fpread Rumours and Re-
ports of Things ; and to improve them by the

Invention of Men, as I have fiv'd to fee practis'd

fince, But fuch things as thofe were gather'

d
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2 The HisTokY of

from the Letters of Merchants, and others, who
correfpondtd abroad, and from them was handed

about by Word of Mouth only ; fo that things

did not fprcad inftantly over the whole Nation,

as they do now. But it feems that the Govern-

ment had a true Account of it, and feveral Coun-
fels were held about Ways to prevent its coming
over; but all was kept very private. Hence it

was, that this Rumour died off again, and Peo-

ple began to forget it, as a thing we were very little

concern'd in, and that we hoped was not true j

till the latter End of November^ or the Beginning

of December 1664, whe-7 two Men, faid to be

Frenchmen, died of the Plague in Long-Acre^ or

rather at the upper End of Drury-Lane. The
Family they were in, endeavoured to conceal it as

much as poffible ; but as it had gotten fome
Vent in. the Difcourfe of the Neighbourhood,
the Secretaries of State got Knowledge of it.

And concerning themfelves to enquire about it,

in order to be certain of the Truth, two Phyfi-

cians and a Surgeon were order'd to go to the

Houfe, and make Inflection. This they did ;

and finding evident Tokens of the Sicknefs upon
both the Bodies that were dead, they gave their

Opinions publickiy, that they died of the Plague :

Whereupon it was given in to the Parim Clerk,

and he alfo return'd them to the Hall ; and it

was printed in the weekly Bill of Mortality in

the ufual manner, thus, >

Piague ,2. Parifoes infeEied 1.

The People fhew'd a great Concern at this,

;
/r. to be alarm'd ail over the Town, and

% becaufe in the lait Week in December

%n died in the fame Houfe, and

of



the PLAGUE, $
of the fame Diflemper : And then we were eafy

again for about fix Weeks, when none having

died with any Marks of Infection, it wT
as faid,

the Diftemper was gone; but after that
?

I think

it was about the 12th of February\ another died in

another Houfe, but in the fame Parifh, and in

the fame manner.

This turn'd the Peoples Eyes pretty "much to-

wards that End of the Town; and the weekly

Bills fhewing an Increafe of Burials in St. Giles's

Parifh more than ufual, it began to be fufpedted,

that the Plague was among the People at that

End of the Town -, and that many had died of it,

tho
5

they had taken Care to keep it as much from
the Knowledge of the Publick, as poffible : This
poffefs'd the Heads of the People very much, and
few car'd to go thro' Drury-Lane, or the other

Streets fufpected, uhlefs they had extraordinary

Bufmefs, that obliged them to it.

This Increafe of the Bills flood thus ; the ufual

Number of Burials in a Week, in the Parifhes of
St. Giles's in the Fields, and St. Andrew's Hoi-

born, were from 12 to 17 or 19 each, few more
or lefs ; but from the Time that the Plague firft

began in St. Giles's Parifh, it was obferv'd, that

the ordinary Burials increafed in Number consi-

derably. For Example,

From Dec. 27th to Jan. 3. St. Giles's —

—

16
- -St. Andrew's—'—-17

Jan. 3. to-—-10. St. Giles's -12
-St. Andrew's-—-25

Jan. io.tO-*-M7. St. Giles's -—18
St. Andrew'

%

—— 18

B 2 From



4 The History of

From Jan. 17. to Jan. 24. St. Giles's 23
St. Andrew's 16

Jto. 24. to — 31. St. Giles's 24
St. Andrew's 1

5

Jan. 30. to Feb. 7. St. Giles's 2

1

St. Andrew's 23

Feb. y, to — 14. St. Giles's 24
whereof one of the Plague.

The like Increafe of the Bills was obferv'd irt

the Parifhes of St. Brides , adjoining on one Side

of Holborn Pariih, and in the Parifh of St. James
Clarkenwell, adjoining on the other Side of Hol-

born -, in both which Parilhes the ufual Numbers
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, whereas

at that time they were increas'd^ as follows.

From Dee. 20. to Dee. 27. St. Brides —— o
St.

,

James 8

Dee. 27. to Jan. 3. St. Brides 6
St. James 9

Jan. 3. to 10. St. Brides 11

St. James 7

Jan. 10. to 17. St. Brides 12
St. James 9

Jan. 17. to— 24. St. Brides 9
St. James 15

' ^

Jan. 24. to —— 31. St. Brides &

St* James 12.

From
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From Jan. 31. to Feb. 7. St. Brides —13

St. James •—— 5

Feb. 7. to 14. St. Brides —~— 12

St. James 6

Befidcs this, it was obferv'd with great Un-
eafinefs by the People, that the weekly Bills in

general increas'd very much during thefe Weeks,
altho' it was at a Time of the Year, when ufually

the Bills are very moderate.

The ufual Number of Burials within the Bills

of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240
or thereabouts, to 300. The laft was efteem'd a

pretty high Bill ; but after this we found the Bills

fucceiTively increafing, as follows.

Increafed

Dec. the 20. to the 27th, Buried 291. —
27. to the 3 Jan. 349, 58

January 3. to the 10. 394. 45
10. to the 17. 415. 21

17. to the 24. 474. ^9

This laft Bill was really frightful, being a

higher Number than had been known to have
been buried in one Week, fince the preceeding

Vifitation of 1656.

However, all this went off again, and the

Weather proving cold, and the Froft which be-

gan in December, ftill continuing very fevere, even
till near the End of February, attended with fharp

tho' moderate Winds, the Bills decreas'd again,

and the City grew healthy, and every body began
to look upon the Danger as good as over % only
that ftill the Burials in St. Giles's continu'd high :

From the Beginning of April efpecially they flood

at 25 each Week, till the Week from the 1 8th to

the 25th, when there was buried in St. Giles's

B 3 Parifh



6 The History cf

Parifh 30, whereof two of the Plague, and 8 of
Spotted-Fever, which was look'd upon as the

fame thing; likev lie the Number that died of
J -Fever in the whole increafed, being

. the Week befoie, and 12 the week above-

This alarm'd us all again, and terrible Appre-

hen lions were among the People, efpecially the

Weather being now chang'd and growing warm,

and the Summer being at Hand : However, the

next Week there feem'd to be fome Hopes again,

the Bills were low, the Number of the Dead in

all was but 388, there was none of the Plague,

and but four of the Spotted-Fever.

But the following Week it return'd again, and

the Diftemper was fpread into two or three other

Parifhes^'/zJ St. Andrew's* Holborn* St. Clement's-

Danes* and to the great Affticlion of the City,

one died within the Walls, in the Parifh of St.

Mary-Wool-Churchy that is to fay, in Bearbinder-

Lane* near Stocks-market \ in all there were nine

of the Plague, and fix of the Spotted-Fever. It

was however upon Enquiry found, that this French-

man who died in Bearbinder-Lane, was one who,

having liv'd in Long-Acre* near the infected Houfes,

had removed for fear of the Diftemper, not know--'

inp- that he -was already infected.

This was the beginning of May, yet the Wea-
ther was temperate, variable and cool enough,

and People had ftill fome Hopes : That which en-

courag'd them was, that the City was healthy, the

whole 97 Parifhes buried but 54, and we began

to hope, that as it was chiefly among the Peo-

ple at that End of the Town, it might go no far-

ther i
and the rather, becaufe the next Week which

was from the 9th, of May to the 16th there died

but three, cf which not one within" the whole

City?
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City or Liberties, and St. Andrew's buried but 15,

which was very low : 'Tis true, St. Giles's buried

two and thirty, but (till as there was but one ofthe

Plague, People began to be eafy, the whole Bill

alfo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill

was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned but

343 : , We continued in thefe Hopes for a few Days.

But it was but for a few ; for the People were no

more to be deceived thus; they fearch'd theHcuies,

and found that the Plague was really fpread every

way, and that many died of it every Day : So that

now all our Extenuations abated, and it was no
more to be concealed, nay it quickly appeared that

the Infection had fpread itfelf beyond all Hopes of

Abatement : that in the Parifh of St. Giles's, it

was o-otten into feveral Streets, and feveral Fami-
lies lay all fick together ; And, accordingly, in the

Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to

mew itfelf; there was indeed but 14 fet down of the

Plague, but this was all Knavery and Collufion,

for St. Giles's Parifh they buried 40 in all, where-

of it was certain molt of them died of the Plague,

though they were fet down of other Diftempers ;

and though the Number of all the Burials were
not increafed above 32, and the whole Bill being

but 385, yet there was 14 of the Spotted -Fever,

as well as 14 of the Plague; and we took it

for granted upon the whole, that there were 50
died that Week of the Plague.

The next Bill was from the 23d of May to the

30th, when the Number of the Plague was 17 :

But the Burials in St. Giles's were 5^, a frightful

Number ! of whom they fet down but 9 of the

Plague : But on an Examination more ftricily by
the Juftices of the Peace, and at the Lord Mayor's
Requeft, it was found there were 20 more, who
were really dead of the Plague in that Parifh, but.

B 4 had



8 The History of

had been fet down of the Spotted-Fever or other

Diftempers, befides others concealed.

Bat thofe were trifling Things to what followed

immediately after; for now the Weather let in hot,

and from the firft Week in June, the Infection

fpread in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills rife

high, the Articles of the Fever, Spotted-Fever,

and Teeth, began to fwell : For all that could con-

ceal their Diftempers, did it to prevent their

Neighbours fhunning and refufing to converfe

with them ; and alfo to prevent Authority {hut-

ting up their Houfes, which though it was not

yet practifed, yet was threatned, and People were

extremely terrify'd at the Thoughts of it.

The Second Week in June, the Pariffi of St,

Giles's, where ftill the Weight of the Infection

Jay, buried 120, whereof though the Bills faid but

68 of the Plague ; every Body faid there had been

100 at leait, calculating it from the ufual Number
of Funerals in that Parifh as above.

Till this Week the City continued free, there

having never any died except that one Frenchman^

who I mention'd before, within the whole 9 7 Pa-

rifhes. Now there died four within the City, one

in V/ood-fireet^ one in Fenchurch-ftreet^ and two in

Crooked-law : Southwark wras entirely free, having

not one yet died on that Side of the Water.

1 liv'd without Aldgate^ about mid-way between

Aldgate-Church and White'-Chapel- Bars, on the hft

Hand or North-fide of the Street ; and as the

Diitemper had not reach'd to that Side of the City,

our Neighbourhood continued very eafy : But at

the, other End of the Town, their Confirmation

was very great ^ and the richer fort of People, es-

pecially the Nobility and Gentry, from the Wrefl-

part of the City throng'd out of Town, with their

Families and Servants in an unufal Manner ; and

this was more particularly feen in Wbiie-Ch&pel\

that
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that is to fay, the Broad-ftreet where I liv'd : In-

deed nothing was to be feen but Waggons and

Carts, with Goods, Women, Servants, Children,

&V. Coaches fill'd with People of the better Sort,

and Horfemen attending them, and all hurrying

away; then empty Waggons and Carts appear'd,

and Spare-horfes with Servants, who it was appa-

rent were returning or fent from the Countries to

fetch more People : Befides -innumerable Num-
bers ofMen on Horfeback, fome alone, others with

Servants, and generally fpeaking, all loaded with

Baggage and fitted out for travelling, as any one
might perceive by their Appearance.

This was a very terrible and melancholy Thing
to fee, and as it was a Sight which I cou'd not but

look on from Morning to Night; for indeed there

was nothing elfe of Moment to be fetn, it filled

me with very ferious Thoughts of the Mifery that

was coming upon the City, and the unhappy Con-
dition of thofe that would be left in it.

This Hurry of the People was 1-uch for fome
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord-
Mayor's Door without exceeding Difficulty 5 there

was fuch prefimg and crouding there to get PafTes

and Certificates of Health, for fuch as travelled

abroad-, for, without thefe, there was no being ad-

mitted to pafs thro' the Towns upon the Road,

or to lodge in any Inn : ;Now as there had none

died in the City for all this time, My Lord Mayor
gave Certificates of Health without any Difficulty

to all thofe who liv'd in the 97 Parifhes, and to

thofe within the Liberties too for a while.

This Hurry, I fay, continued fome Weeks, that

is to fay, all the Month of May and June, and the

more becaufe it was rumour'd that an order cf

the Government was to be irTued out, to place

Turn-pikes and Barriers en the Road, to prevent

Peoples
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Peoples travelling ; and that the Towns on the

Road, would not fuffer People from London to pais,

for fear of bringing the Infe&ion along with them,

though neither ol thefe Rumours had any Founda-
tion, but in the Imagination 5 especially at firft.

I now began to confider (erioufly with myfelf,

• concerning my own Cafe, and how I fliould dif-

pofe of myfelf-, that is to fay, whether I mould
refolve to ftay in London, or (hut up my Houfe
and flee, as many of my Neighbours did. I have

lei this particular down io fully, becaufe I

know not but it may be of Moment to thofe who
come after me, if they come to be brought to the

fame Diftrefs, and to the fame Manner of making
their Choice, and therefore I defire this Account
may pais with them, rather for a Direction to

themfelves to act by, than a Hiftory of my Act-
ings, feeing it may not be of one Farthing value

to them to note what became of me.

1 had two important things before me -, the one
was the carrying on my Bufinefs and Shop ; which
was considerable, and in which was embark'd all

my Effects in the World ; and the other was the

Prefervation of my Life in fo difmal a Calamity,

as I law apparently was coming upon the whole
City •, and which, however great it was, my Fears

perhaps, as well as other Peoples, reprefented to

be much greater than it could be.

The firft Confideration was of ..great Moment
to me ; my Trade was a Sadler, and as my Deal-

ings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade,

but among the Merchants, trading to the Englijb

Colonies in America , fo my Effects lay very much
in the hands of fuch. I was a fingle Man 'tis true,

but I had a Family of Servants, who I kept at my
Bufinefs, had a Houfe, Shop, and Ware-houfes
filFd with Goods ; and in fhort, to leave them all

as thinss in fuch a Cafe mult be left, that is to

fay
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fay, without any Overfeer or Perfon fit to be

trufled with them, had been to hazard the Lofs

not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, and

indeed of all I had in the, World.

I had an Elder Brother at the fame Time in

London^ and not many Years before come over

from Portugal', and advifing with him, his Anfwer
was in three Words the fame that was given in-

another Cafe quite different, {viz. Mafter fave thy

felf. In a Word, he was for my retiring into the

Country, as he refolv'd to do himfelfwith his Fa-

mily; telling me, what he had it feems, heard

abroad, that the bell Preparation for the Plague

was to run away from.it. As to my Argument;

of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he

quite confuted me': He told me the fame thing,

which I argued for my Haying, {viz.) That I would'

truft God with my Safety and Healthy was the

ftrongeft Repulfe to my Pretenfiorts of lofing my
Trade and my Goods; for, fays he, is it not as

reafonable that you mould truft God with the

Chance or Rifque of lofing your Trade, as that

you mould flay in fo eminent a Point of Danger,

and truft him with your Life ?

I could net argue that I was in any Straight, as

to a Place where to go, having feveral Friends

and Relations in Northampton/hire, whence cur

Family firft came from ; and particularly, I had

an only Sifter in Lincolnjhire, very willing to re-

ceive and entertain me.

My Brother, who had already fent his Wife and

two Children into BedfordJJjire, and refolv'd to

follow them, prefs'd my going very earneftly;

and I had once refolv'd to comply with his De-
fires, but at that time could get no Horfe : For
tho' it is true, all the People did not go out of
the City oi London -,- yet I may venture to fay, that

in a manner all the Florfes did ; for there was
hardly
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hardly a Horfe to be bought or hired in the

whole City for ibme Weeks. Once I refolv'd to

travel on Foot with one Servant -, and as many
did, lie at no Inn, but carry a Soldier's Tent with

us, and fo lie in the Fields, the Weather being

very warm, and no danger from taking cold : I

fay, as many did, becaufe feveral did fo at laft,

efpecially thofe who had been in the Armies in

the War which had not been many Years paft

;

and I muft needs fay, that fpeaking of fecond

Caufes, had moft of the People that travelled,

done fo., the Plague had not been carried into fo

many Country-Towns and Houfes, as it was, to

the great Damage, and indeed to the Ruin of
abundance of People.

But then my Servant, who I had intended to

take down with me$ deeeiv'd me ; and being

frighted at the Increafe of the Diltemper, and
not knowing when I mould go, he took other

Meafures, and left me, fo I was put off for that

Time -

9 and one way or other, I always found
that to appoint to go away was always crofs'd

by fome Accident or other, fo as to difappoint

and put it off again *, and this brings in a Story

which otherwiie might be thought a needlefs Di-

greffion, (viz.) about thefe Difappointments be-

ing from Heaven.
I mention this Story alfo as the bell Method

I can adviie any Perfon to take in fuch a Cafe,

efpecially, if he be one that makes Confcience of
his Duty, and would be directed what to do in

it, namely, that he mould keep his Eye upon the

particular Providences which occur at that Time,
and look upon them complexly, as they regard

one another, and as altogether regard the Que-
Irion before him, and then I think, he may fafely

take them for Intimations from Heaven of what
is his unqusftion'd Duty to do in fuch a Cafe

;
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I mean as to going away, from, or flaying in the

Place where we dwell, when vifited with an in-

fectious Diftemper.

It came very warmly into my Mind, one Morn-
ing, as I was muling on this particular thing,

that as nothing attended us without the Direction

or PermifTion of Divine Power, fo thefe Difap-

pointments mull have fomething in them extraor-

dinary ; and I ought to confider whether it did

not evidently point out, or intimate to me, that it

was the Will of Heaven I fhould not go. It im-
mediately follow'd in my Thoughts, that if it really

was from God, that I ihould ltay, he was able

effectually to preferve me in the midfl of all the

Death and Danger that would furround me •, and
that if I attempted to fecure myfelf by fleeing

from my Habitation, and acted contrary to thefe

Intimations, which I believed to be Divine, it was
a kind of flying from God, and that he could

caufe his Juftice to overtake me when and where

he thought fit.

Thefe Thoughts quite turn'd my Refolutions

again, and when I came to difcourfe with my Bro-

ther again, I told him, that I enclin'd to ftay and
take my Lot in that Station in which God had
plac'd me ; and that it feem'd to be made more
efpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I

have faid.

My Brother, tho' a very Religious Man him-
felf, laught at all I had fuggefted about its being

an Intimation from Heaven, and told me feverai

Stories of fuch fool-hardy People, as be caWd themy
as I was ; that I ought indeed to fubmit to it as

a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way difabled

by Diftempers or Difeafes, and that then not be-

ing able to go, I ought to acquiefce in the Di-
rection of him, who having been my Maker, had
an undifputed Right of Soveraignty in difpofing

of
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of me ; and that then there had been no Diffi-

culty to determine which was the Call of his Pro-

vidence, and which was not : But that I mould
take it as an Intimation from Heaven

, [that I

jhould not go out of Town, only becaufe I could

not hire a Horfe to go, or my Feilow was run away

that was to attend me, was ridiculous, fince at the

fame Time I had my Health and Limbs, and other

Servants, and might, with Eafe, travel a Day or

two on foot, and having a good Certificate of be-

ing in perfect Health, might either hire a Horfe, or

take Poft on the Road, as I thought fit.

Then he proceeded to tell me of the mifchievous

Confequences which attended the Prefumption of

the Turks and Mahometans in Afia and in other

Places, where he had been (for my Brother be-

ing a Merchant, was a few Years before, as I

have already oblerv'd, returned from abroad, com-
ing laft from Lisbon) and how prefuming upon
their profefs'd predeftinating Notions, and of e very-

Man's End being predetermin'd and unalterably

before-hand decreed, they would go unconcern'd in-

to infected Places, and converfe with infected Per-

fons, by which Means they died at the Rate

of Ten or Fifteen Thoufand a-Week, whereas

the Europeans, or Chriftian Merchants, who kept

themfelves retired and referv'd, generally efcap'd

the Contagion.

Upon thefe Arguments my Brother chang'd my
Refolutions again, and I began to refolve to go,

and accordingly made all things ready ; for in

fhort, the Infection increafed round me, and the

Bills were rifen to almofl 700 a-Week, and my
Brother told me, he would venture to flay no

longer. I defir'd him to let me confider of it but

till the next Day, and I would refolve ; arid as

I had already prepar'd every thing as well

as I could, as to my Buiinefsa and who to en-

truft
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truft my Affairs with, I had little to do but to

refolve.

I went Home that Evening greatly opprefs'd in

my Mind, irrefolute, and not knowing what to

do ; I had fet the Evening wholly apart to con-

fider ferioufly about it, and was all alone ; for al-

ready People had, as it were by a general Con-

fent, taken up the Cuflom of not going out of

Doors after Sun- fet, the Reafons I fhall have Oc-
calion to fay more of by-and-by.

In the Retirement of this Evening I endeavoured

to refolve firft, what was my Duty to do, and I

flated the Arguments with which my Brother had
prefs'd me to go into the Country, and I fet

againlt them the flrong Impreffions which I had

on my Mind for ftaying ; the vifible Call I feem'd

to have from the particular Circumftance of my
Calling, and the Care due from me for the Pre-

fervation of my Effects, which were, as I might

fay, my Eftate : alfo the Intimations which I

thought I had from Heaven, that to me fignify'd

a kind of Direction to venture, and it occurr'd to

me, that if I had what I might call a Direction

to flay, I ought to fuppofe it contain'd a Promife

of being prelerved, if I obey'd.

This lay clofe to me, and my Mind feemed

more and more encouraged to llay than ever, and
fupported with a fecret Satisfaction, that I fliould

be kept : Add to this, that turning over the Bible,

which lay before me, and while my Thoughts
were more than ordinarily ferious upon the Quef-
tion, I cry'd out, WELL, I know not what to

do, Lord direft me ! and the like ; and that Junc-
ture I happen'd to flop turning over the Book, at

the 9 ift Pfalm, and calling my Eye on the fecond

Verfe, I read on to the 7th Verfe exclufive \ and
after that, included the 10th, as follows. / will

fay of the Lord^ He is my refuge, and my fortrefs^

my
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my God, in him will I triift. Surely he /hall dt*

liver theefrom the fnare of the fowler, and from the

noijom pejlilcnce , He Jloall cover t-hee with his feci*

thers, and under his wingsJhalt thou truft : his truth

jhall be thyjloield and buckler. Thou JJjalt not be afraid

for the terror by night, nor for the arrow that

flieth by day : Nor for the pefiilence that walketh

in darknefs : nor for the deftruclion ?hat wafieth at

noon-day. A thoufand Jhallfall at thy fide, and ten

thoufand at thy right hand : but it jhall not come

nigh thee. Only with thine EyesJhalt thou behold and

fee the reward of the wicked. Becaufe thou hajl made
the Lord which is my refuge, even the moft High, thy

habitation : There Jhall no evil hefal thee, neither fhall

any plague come nigh thy dwelling, Sec.

I fcarce need tell the Reader, that from that

Moment I refolv'd that I would flay in the Town,
and cafling myfelf entirely upon the Goodnefs and
Protection of the Almighty, would not feek any
other Shelter whatever ; and that as my Times were
in his Hands, he was as able to keep me in a

Time of the Infection as in a Time of Health ;

and if he did not think fit to deliver me, flill

I was in his Hands, and it was meet he mould
do with me as mould Teem good to him.

With this Refolution I went to Bed ; and I was
farther confirm'd in it the next Day, by the Wo-
man being taken ill with whom I had intended to

entrufl my Houfe and all my Affairs : But I had
a farther Obligation laid on me on the fame Side 5

for the next Day I found myfelf very much out

of Order alfo; fo that if I would have gone away,

I could not, and I continued ill three or four Days,

and this entirely determin'd my Stay ; fo I took

my leave of my Brother, who went away to Bark-
ing in Surry, and afterwards fetch'd a Round far-

ther into Buckingham/Jjire, or Bedforajhire, to a Re-
treat he had found out there for his Family.

*
It
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It was a very ill Time to be Tick in, for if any

one complain'd, it was immediately faid he had the

Plague; and tho' I had indeed no Symptoms of

that Diftemper, yet being very ill, both in my
Head and in my Stomach, I was not without Ap-
prehenfion, that I really was infected; but in

about three Days I grew better, the third Night
I refled well, fweated a little, and was much re-

frefh'd; the Apprehenfions of its being the Infec-

tion went alfo quite away with my Illnefs, and I

went about my Bufinefs as ufual.

Thefe Things however put off ail my Thoughts
of going into the Country; and my Brother alfo

being gone, I had no more Debate either with him,

or with myfelf, on that Subject.

It was now mid-July, and the Plague which
had chiefly rag'd at the other End of the Town,
and as I faid before, in the Parifhes of St. Giles's,

St. Andrews Holborn, and towards Wefnninfter,

began now to come Eafiward towards the Part

where I liv'd. It was to be obierv'd indeed, that

it did not come ftraight on towards us ; for the

City, that is to fay within the Walls, was indif-

ferent healthy ftill; nor was it got then very much
over the Water into Southwark; for tho

5

there died

that Week 1268 of all Diftempers, whereof it

might be fuppos'd above 900 died of the Plague;
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within

the Walls; and but 19 in Southwark, Lambeth
Parifh included; whereas in the Parifhes of St.

Giles, and St. Martins in the Fields alone, there

died 42 1

.

But we perceiv'd the Infection kept chiefly in

the out- Parifhes, which being very populous, and
fuller alfo of Poor, the Diftemper found more to

prey upon than in the City, as I mall obferve after-

ward ; we perceiv'd I fay, the Diftemper to draw
our Way> (viz.) by the Parifhes of Ckrken-well?

C • Crip-
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Cripplegatc, Shoreditch, and Bijhopfgate •, which laft

two Parifhes joining to Aldgati9 White-Chapel, and

Stepney, the Infection came at length to fpread its

utmcit Rage and Violence in thofe Parts, even

when it abated, at the Wefiern Parifhes where it

began.

It was very ftrange to obferve, that in this par-

ticular Week, from the 4th to the nth of July,

when, as I have obferv'd, there died near 400 of

the Plague in the two Parifhes of St. Martins,

and St. Giles's in the Fields only, there died in the

Parifli of Aldgate but four, in the Parifli of White-

Chapel three, in the Pariih of Stepney but one.

Likewife in the next Week, from the nth of

July to the 18 th, when the Week's Bill was

1 761, yet there died no more of the Plague, on

the whole
T

Southwark Side of the Water, than fix-

teen.

But this Face of things foon changed, and it

began to thicken in Cripplegate Parifh elpecially,

and in Clerken-well ; fo, that by the fecond Week
in Auguji, Cripplegate Parifli alone, buried eight

hundred eighty fix, and Clcrkcn-well 155; of the

firft, eight hundred and fifty might well be rec-

koned to die of the Plague ; and of the laft, the

Bill itfelf faid, 145 were of the Plague.

During the Month of July, and while, as I have

obferv'd, our Part of the Town feem'd to be

fpar'd in comparifon of the Weft Part, I went or-

dinarily about the Streets, as my Bufmefs requir'd,

and particularly went generally, once in a Day,
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brother's

Houfe, which he had given me charge of, and to

fee if it was fafe : And having the Key in my
Pocket, I ufed to go into the Houfe, and over

mo it ot the Rooms, to fee that all was well; for

tho' it be fomething wonderful to tell, that any

mould have Hearts To hardened, in the midft of

fuel
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fuch a Calamity, as to rob and fieal ; yet certain

it is, that all Sorts of Villanies, and even Le-
vities and Debaucheries were then practis'd in the

Town, as openly as ever, I will not fay quite as

frequently, becaufe the Numbers of People were
many ways leflen'd.

But the City itfelf began now to be vifited

too, I mean within the' Walls; but the Number
of People there were indeed extremely leflen'd by
fo great a Multitude having been gone into the

Country; and even all this Month of July they

continu'd to flee, tho' not in fuch Multitudes as

formerly. In Auguft indeed, they fled in iiich a

manner, that I began to think, there would be
really none but Magiflrates and Servants left in

the City.

As they fled now out of the City, fo I mould
obferve, that the Court removed early, (viz.) in

the Month of June, and went to Oxford, where it

pleas'd God to preferve them ; and the Diflemper
did not, as I beard of, fo much as touch them °,

for which I cannot lay, that I ever faw they

fhew'd any great Token of Thankfulnefs, and
hardly any thing of Reformation, tho' they did

not want being told that their crying Vices might,

without Breach of Charity, be laid to have gone
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the

whole Nation.

The Face of London was now indeed fbrangely

aker'd, I mean the whole Mafs of Buiidings, City,

Liberties, Suburbs, Vfeftminfter, Southward and
altogether; for as to the particular Part called the

City, or within the Walls, that was not yet much
infected ; but in the whole, the Face of Things,
I fay, was much aker'd; Sorrow and Sadnefs

fat upon every Face; and tho
5

fome Part were
not yet overwhelmed, yet ail look'd deeply con--

cern'd; and as we faw it apparently coming on,

C 2
'

. fo
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fo every one look'd on himfelf, and his Family,

as in the utmoft Danger : were it poffible to repre-

fent thofe Times exactly to thofe that did not fee

them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror
that every where prefented itfelf, it muft make
juft Impreflions upon their Minds, and fill them
with Surprize. London might well be faid to be

all in Tears ; the Mourners did not go about the

Streets indeed, for no Body put on black, or made
a formal Drefs of Mourning for their neareft

Friends j but the Voice of Mourning was truly

heard in the Streets •, the fhrieks of Women and

Children at the Windows, and Doors of their

Houfes, where their deareit Relations were, per-

haps dying, or juft dead, were fo frequent to be

heard, as we palled the Streets, that it was
enough to pierce the ftouteft Heart in the World,
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were feen

almoft in every Houfe, efpecially in the firft Part

of the Vifitation; for towards the latter End,
Mens Hearts were hardened, and Death wras fo al-

ways before their Eyes, that they did not fo much
concern themfelves for the Lofs of their Friends,

expecting, that themfelves mould be fummoned
the next Hour.

Bufinefs led me out fometimes to the other

End of the Town, even when the Sicknefs was
chiefly there; and as the thing was new to me,
as well as to every Body elfe, it was a moft fur-

prifing thing, to fee. thofe Streets, which were

ufually fo thronged, now grown defolate, and fo

few People to be {ten. in them, that if I had been

a Stranger, and at a Lofs for my Way, I might
fometimes have gone the Length of a whole Street,

I mean of the By-Streets, and fee no Body to di-

rect me, except Watchmen, fet at the Doors of

fuch Houfes as were fhut up \ of which I fhall

foeak prefently.

One
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on
fome fpecial Bufinefs, Curiofity led me to obferve

things more than ufually; and indeed I walk'd a

great Way where I had no Bufinefs ; I went up
Holborn^ and there the Street Was fuli of People j

but they walk'd in the middle of the great Street,

neither on one Side or other, becaufe, as I fuppofe,

they would not mingle with any Body that came
out of Houfes, or meet with Smells and Scents

from Houfes that might be infected.

The Inns-of-Court were all fhut up, nor were
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or

Lincolns-Inn, or Greys-Inn^ to be feen there. Every
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for

Lawyers; befides, it being in the Time of the

Vacation too, they were generally gone into the

Country. Whole Rows of Houfes in fome Places,

were fhut clofe up ; the Inhabitants all fled, and

only a Watchman or two left.

When I fpeak of Rows of Houfes being fhut

up, I do not mean fhut up by the MagiUrates

;

but that great Numbers of Perfons followed the

Court, by the NeceiTity of their Employments, and
other Dependencies : and as others retir'd, really

frighted with the Diftemper, it was a meer Defo-

lating of fome of the Streets : But the Fright was
not yet near fo great in the City, abilraclly fo

called; and particularly becaufe, tho' they were
at firfh in a mofr inexprefTible Conflernation, yet

as I have obferv'd, that the Diftemper intermitted

often at firft, •, fo they were as it were, alarm'd,

and unalafm'd again, and this feveral times, till

it began to be tamiliar to them ; and that even,

when it appear'd violent, yet feeing it did not

prefently fpread into the City, or the Eaft and
South Parts, the People began to take Courage,
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned: It is

true, a vaft many. People fled, as I have obferv'd,

C 3 yet
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yet they were chicly from the Weft End of the

Town; and from that we call the Heart of the

City, that is to fay, among the wealthier!" of the

People; and fuch People as were unincumbred
with Trades and Bufinefs: But of the reft, the

Generality ftay'd, and feem'd to abide the worft

;

So that in the Place we call the Liberties, and in

the Suburbs, in Southward and in the Eaft Part,

fuch as Wapping^ Ratclif, Stepney, Rotherhith, and

the like, the People generally ftay'd, except here

and there a few wealthy families, who, as above,

did not depend upon their Bufinefs.

It muft not be forgot here, that the City and

Suburbs were prodigioufly full of People, at the

time of this Vifitation, I mean, at the time that it

began; for tho' I have liv'd to fee a farther In-

creafe, and mighty Throngs of People fettling in

London, more than ever, yet we had always a No-
tion, that the Numbers of People, which the Wars
being over, the Armies difbanded, and the Royal
Family and the Monarchy being reftor'd, had
fock'd to London, to fettle in Bufinefs; or to

depend upon, and attend the Court for Rewards
of Services, Preferments, and the like, was fuch,

that the Town was computed to have in it above

a hundred thoufand people more than ever it held

before; nay, fome took upon them to fay, it had
twice as many, becaufe all the ruin'd Families of

the royal Party, fiock'd hither : Ail the old Soldiers

fet up Trades here, and abundance of Families

fettled here; again, the Court brought with them
a great Flux of Pride, and new Fafhions; All

People were grown gay and luxurious; and the

Joy of the Refcoration had brought a vail many
Families to London.

I often thought, that as Jerufakm was befieg'd

bv the Romans, when the Jews were affembled to-

gether, to ceiebrate the ParTover, by which means,

an
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an incredible Number of People were furpriz'd

there, who would otherwife have been in other

Countries : So the Plague entred London, when an

incredible Increafe of People, had happened occa-

sionally, by the particular Circumftances above-

nam'd : As this Conflux of the People, to a youth-

ful and gay Court, made a great Trade in the

City, efpecially in every thing that belong'd to

Fafhion and Finery ; So it drew b}^ Confequence,

a great Number of Work-men, Manufacturers, and
the like, being mofrly poor People, who depended

upon their Labour. And I remember in particular,

that in a Reprefentation to my Lord Mayor, of
the Condition of the Poor, it was eftimated, that,

there were no lefs than an Hundred Thoufand
Ribband-Weavers in and about the City; the

chiefeft Number of whom, lived then in the Pa-
riih.es of Shoreditch, Stepney, White-chapel, and £?/-

Jhopfgate; that namely, about Spittle'-fields-, that is

to fay, as Spittie-fields was then ; for it was not fo

large as now, by one fifth Part,

By this however, the Number of People in the

whole may be judg'd of; and indeed, I often won-
dred, that after the prodigious Numbers of People
that went away at firft, there was yet fo great a

Multitude left, as it appear'd there v/as.

But I muft go back again to the Beginning of
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the

People were young, they were increas'd ftrangely

by feveral odd Accidents, which put altogether,

it was really a wonder the whole Body of the

People did not rife as one Man, and abandon
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of
Ground defigned by Heaven for an Akeldama,
doom'd to be deftroy'd from the Face of the

Earth; and that all that would be found in it,

would perihi with it. I mall Name but a few of
thefe Things ; but fure they were fo many, and fo

C 4 many
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many Wizards and cunning People propagating

them, that I have often wonder'd there was any,

(Women eipecially,) left behind.

In the fir ft Place, a blazing Star or Comet ap-

pear'd for feveral Months before the Plague, as

there did the Year after another, a little belore the

Fire; the old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy-
pocondriac Part of the other Sex, who I could al-

moft call old Women too, remark'd (efpecially after-

ward, tho' not, till both thole Judgments were

over,) that thofe two Comets pafs'd directly over

the City, and that fo very near the Houfes, that

it was plain, they imported fomething peculiar to

the City alone ; that the Comet before the Pefti-

lence, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, and

its Motion very heavy, folemn and flow: But
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and

fparkling, or as others faid, flaming, and its

Motion fwift and furious ; and that accordingly,

One foretold a heavy Judgment, flow but fevere,

terrible and frightful, as was the Plague; But
the other foretold a Stroke, Hidden, fwift, and

fiery as the Conflagration; nay, fo particular fome
People were, that as they look'd upon that Comet
preceding the Fire, they fancied that they not

only faw it pafs fwiftly and fiercely, and cou'd

perceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they

heard it; that it made a rufhing mighty Noife,

fierce and terrible, tho
5

at a diftance, and but juft

perceivable.

I faw both thefe Stars ; and I muft confefs, had
fo much of the common Notion of fuch Things in

my Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as

the Forerunners and Warnings ofGod's Judgments

;

and efpecially when after the Plague had followed

the firft, I yet faw another of the like kind; I

could not but fay, God had not yet fufficiently

fcurg'd the City.

'

But
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But I cou'd not at the fame Time cany thefe

Things to the heighth that others did, knowing
too, that natural Caufes are aflign'd by the Aftro-

nomers for fuch Things •, and that their Motions,

and even their Revolutions are calculated, or pre-

tended to be calculated ; fo that they cannot be fo

perfectly calPd the Fore-runners, or Fore-tellers,

much lefs the Procurers of fuch Events, as Fefti-

lence, War, Fire, and the like.

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the

Philofophers be, or have been what they will,

thefe Things had a more than ordinary Influence

upon the Minds of the common People, and they

had almoft univerfal melancholly Apprehenfions

of ibme dreadful Calamity and Judgment com-
ing upon the City ; and this principally from the

Sight of this Comet, and the little Alarm that

was given in December, by two People dying at

St. Giles's, as above.

The Appehenfions of the People, were like-

wife ftrangely increas'd by the Error of the

Times ; in which, I think, the People, from what
Principle I cannot imagine, were more addicted

to Proprieties, and Aitrological Conjurations,

Dreams, and old Wives Tales, than ever they

were before or fmce : Whether this unhappy
Temper was originally railed by the Follies of

fome People who got Money by it j that is to fay,

by printing Predictions and Prognostications, I

know not-, but certain it is, Books frighted them
terribly ; fuch as Lilly's Almanack, Gadburys Alo-
gical Predictions \ Poor Robin's Almanack and
the like •, alfo feveral pretended religious Books -,

one entitled, Come out of her my People, leafi you be

fartaker of hsr Plagues -, another calPd, Fair V/arn-

ing ; another, Britain's Remembrancer, and many
fuch -, all, or molt. Part of which, foretold directly

or covertly the Ruin of the City : Nay, fome
were



lG The History of

were fo Enthufiaftically bold, as to run about the

Streets, with their Oral Predictions, pretending

they were fent to preach to the City -, and One
in particular, who like Jonah to Nineveh, cry'd

in the Streets, yet forty Days, and LONDON
jhall be deftroy d. I will not be poutive, whether

he faid yet forty Days, or yet a few Days. Ano-
ther ran about Naked, except a pair of Drawers
about his Wafte, crying Day and Night ; like a

Man that Jofephus mentions, who cry'd, Woe to

Jerufaleml a little before the Deflruclion of that

City : So this poor naked Creature cry'd, / the

Great, and the Dreadful God I and faid. no more,

but repeated thofe Words continually, with a

Voice and Countenance full of Horror, a fwift

Pace, and no Body cou'd ever find him to flop,

or reft, or take any Suftenance, at leaft, that ever

I cou'd hear of. I met this poor Creature feve-

ral Times in the Streets, and would have fpoke

to him, but he would not enter into Speech with

me, or any one elfe \ but held on his difmal Cries

continually.

Thefe Things terrified the People to the Jafl

Degree \ and efpeciaily when two or three Times,
as I have mentioned already, they found one or

two in the Bills, dead of the Plague at St. Giles's.

Next to thefe publick Things, were the Dreams
of old Women : Or, I mould fay, the Interpreta-

tion of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams :

and thefe put abundance of People even out of

their Wits : Some heard Voices warning them to

be gone, for that there would be fuch a Plague in

London, fo that the Living would not be able to

bury the Dead : Others law Apparitions in the

Air ; and I muff, be allow'd to fay of both, 1 hope
without breach of Charity, that they heard Voices

that never fpake, and faw Sights that never

appear'dj but the Imagination of the People

was
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was really turn'd wayward and poffefs'd : And no

Wonder, if they, who were poreing continually

at the Clouds, law Shapes and Figures, Repre-

fentations and Appearances, v/hich had nothing

in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told

us, they faw a Flaming-Sword held in a Hand,
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging

directly over the City. There they law Herfes,

and Coffins in the Air, carrying to be buried.

And there again, Heaps of dead Bodies lying un-

buried, and the like ; juft as the Imagination of

the poor terrify'd People furniih'd them with

Matter to work upon.

So Hypocondriac Fancies reprefent

Ships , Armies , Battles , in the Firmament ;

<Ttlljleady Eyes, the Exhalations folve,

And all to its jirfi Matter, Cloud, refolve.

I could fill this Account with the (trange Rela-

tions, fuch People gave every Day, of what they

had ieen ; and every one was fo pofitive of their

having feen, what they pretended to fee, that

there was no contradicting them, without Breach

of Friend/hip, or being accounted rude and un-

mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im-

penetrable on the other. One time before the

Plague was begun, (otherwife than as I have faid

in St. Giles's,) I think it was in March, feeing a

Croud of People in the Street, I join'd with them
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all {taring

up into the Air, to fee what a Woman told them
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth'd

in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving
it, or brandifhing it over his Head. She defcrib-

ed every Part of the Figure to the Life j fhew'd

them the Motion, and the Form ; and the poor

People came into it fo eagerly, and with fo much
Readi-
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Readinefsj YES, I fee it all plainly, fays one.

There's the Sword as plain as can be. Another faw

the Angel. One faw his very Face, and cry'd

out, What a glorious Creature lie was ! One faw

one thing, and one another. I look'd as earneftly

as the reft, but, perhaps, not with fo much Wil-
lingnefs to be impos'd upon \ and I faid indeed,

that / could fee nothing, but a white Cloud, bright

on one Side, by the fhining of the Sun upon the

other Part. The Woman endeavour'd to fhew it

me, but could not make me confefs, that I faw it,

which, indeed, if I had, I muft have lied : But
the Woman turning upon me, look'd in my Face,

and fancied I laugh'd -, in which her Imagination

deceiv'd her too ; for I really did not laugh, but

was very ferioufly reflecting how the poor People

were terrify'd, by the Force of their own Imagina-

tion. However, me turned from me, call'd me
prophane Fellow, and a Scoffer ; told me, that it

was a time of God's Anger, and dreadful Judg-
ments were approaching -, and that Defpifers, fuch

as I, mould wander and perifh.

The People about her feem'd difgufted as well

as fhe -, and I found there was no perfwading

them, that I did not laugh at them ; and that I

mould be rather mobb'd by them, than be able

to undeceive them. So I left them ; and this

Appearance pafs'd for as real, as the Blazing-

Star itfelf.

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo :

And this was in going thro' a narrow Palfage

from Petty-France into Bifhopfgate Church-yard, by
aRow of Alms-houfes 5 there are two Church-yards

to Bifhopfgate Church, or Parifli j one we go over

to pafs from the Place call'd Petty-France into Bi-

fhopfgate-freet, coming out juft by the Church-
door, the other is on the fide of the narrow PafTage,

where the Alms-houfes are on the left ; and a

Dwarf-
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Dwarf-wall with a Pallifadoe on it, on the right

Hand ; and the City-wall on the other Side,

more to the right.

In this narrow PafTage flands a Man looking

thro* between the Paliladoe's into the Burying

Place -, and as many People as the Narrownefs of

tht PafTage would admit to Hop, without hindring

the PafTage of others •, and he was talking mighty
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place,

then to another, and affirming, that he faw a

Ghoft walking upon fuch a Grave-Stone there ;

he defcrib'd the Shape, the Pofture, and the Move-
ment of it fo exactly, that it was the greateft Mat-
ter of Amazement to him in the World, that every

Body did not fee it as well as he. On a fudden

he would cry, There it is : Now it comes this Way

:

Then, 'Tis turn'd back -, till at length he perfuaded

the People into fo firm a Belief of it, that one fan-

fied he faw it, and another fanfied he faw it

;

and thus he came every Day making a ftrange

Hubbub, confidering it was in fo narrow a Paf-

fage, till Bijhopfgate Clock ftruck eleven ; and then

the Ghoft would feem to Hart ; and as if he were
call'd away, difappear'd on a fudden.

I look'd earneitly every way, and at the very

Moment, that this Man directed, but could not

fee the ieaft Appearance of any thing ; but fo po-

fitive was this poor Man, that he gave the People

the Vapours in abundance, and lent them away
trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few Peo-
ple, that knew of it, car'd to go thro' that Paf-

fage -, and hardly any Body by Night, on any
Account whatever.

This Ghoft, as the poor Man affirm'd, made
Signs to the Houfes, and to the Ground, and to

the People, plainly intimating, or elfe they fo un-

derflanding it, that Abundance of the People,

ihould come to be buried in that Church-yard

;

as
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as indeed happen'd: But that hefawfuch Afpccts,

I muft acknowledge, I never believ'd ; nor could

I fee any thing of it myft If, tho
5
- I look'd moft

earneftly to fee it, if poflibie.

Theft things ferve to mew, how far the People

were really overcome with Delufions ; and as

they had a Notion of the Approach of a Vifita-

tion, all their Predictions ran upon a mod dread-

ful Plague, which mould lay the whole City, and

even the Kingdom wafte ; and mould deftroy al-

moft all the Nation, both Man and Beaft.

To this, as I faid before, the Aftrologers added

Stories of the Conjunctions of Planets in a malig-

nant Manner, and with a mifchievcus Influence ;

one of which Conjunctions was to happen, and

did happen, in Qtlober \ and the other in Novem-
ber ; and they filled the Peoples Heads with Pre-

dictions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimat-

ing, that thofe Conjectiohs foretold Drought, Fa-
mine, and Peftilence \ in the two fir ft of them how-
ever, they were entirely miftaken, for we had no
droughty Seafon, but in the beginning of the

Year, a hard Froft, which lafted from December al-

moft to March ; and after that moderate Weather,

rather warm than hot, with refreshing Winds, and
in fhort, very feafonable Weather ; and alio Seve-

ral very great Rains.

Some Endeavours were ufed to fupprefs the

Printing of fuch BdoIcs as terrify'd the People,

and to frighten the Difperfers of them, feme of

whom were taken up, but nothing was done in

it, as I am inform'd ; the Government being un-

willing to exafperate the People, who were, as I
may fay, all out of their Wits already.

Neither can I acquit thofe Minifters, that in

their Sermons, rather funk, than lifted up the

Hearts of their Hearers • many of them no doubt

did it for the ftrengthning the Refolution of the

People,
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People •, and efpecially for quickning them to Re-
pentance ; but it certainly anfwer'd not their End,
at leaft not in Proportion to the Injury it did ano-

ther Way -, and indeed, as God himfelf thro' the

whole Scriptures, rather draws to him by Invita-

tions, and calls to turn to him and live, than drives

us by Terror and Amazement; fo I muft confefs,

I thought the Minifters
;

mould have done alfo,

imitating our bleiTed Lord and Mafter in this, that

his whole Gofpel, is full of Declarations from
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readinefs to re-

ceive Penitents, and forgive them -, complaining,

ye will not corns unto me, that ye may have Life ;

and that therefore, his Gofpel is called the Gofpel

of Peace, and the Gofpel of Grace.

But we had fome good Men, and that of all

Perfuafions and Opinions, whofe Difcourfes were

full of Terror , who fpoke nothing but difmal

Things •, and as they brought the People together

with a kind of Plorror, lent them away in Tears,

propheiying nothing but evil Tidings -, terrifying

the People with the Apprehenfions of being utterly

deftroy'd, not guiding them, at leaft not enough,

to cry to Heaven for Mercy.
It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches

among us in matters of Religion : Innumerable

Seels, and Divifions, and feperate Opinions pre-

vail'd among the People •, the Church of England

was reftor'd indeed with the Refloration of the

Monarchy, about four Years before ; but the Mi-
nifters and Preachers of the Prefoyterians, and
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro-

feffions, had begun to gather feparate Societies, and
erect Altar agamft Altar, and all thofe had their

Meetings for Worlhip apart, as they have now,
but not lb many then, the DifTenters being not

thoroughly form'd into a Body as they are fince,and

thofe Congregations which were thus gather'd to-

gether
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gether, were yet but few ; and even thole that

were, die Government did not allow, but endea-

vour'd to fupprefs them, and fhut up their Meet-
ings.

But the Vifitation reconcil'd them again, at

leaft for a Time, and many of the belt and moil
valuable Miniftefs and Preachers of the D iften-

ters, were fuffer'd to go into the Churches, where
the Incumbents were rled away, as many were, not

being able to ftand it ; and the People flockt with-

out Diitinction to hear them preach, not much en-

quiring who or what Opinion they were of : But
after the Sicknefs was over, that Spirit of Charity

abated, and every Church being again fupply'd

with their own Miniflers, or others presented,

where the Minifter was dead, Things return'd to

their old Channel again.

One Mifchief always introduces another : Thefe
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led

them into a Thoufand weak, foolifh, and wicked
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People
really wicked, to encourage them to ; and this

was running about to Fortune-tellers, Cunning-
men, and Ailrologers, to know their Fortune, or,

as 'tis vulgarly exprefVd, to have their Fortunes

told them, their Nativities calculated, and the like •,

and this Folly, pretendy made the Town fwarm
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma-"
gick, to the Black Art, as they calVd it, and I know
not what ; Nay, to a Thoufand worfe Dealings with

the Devil, than they were really guilty of •, and
this Trade grew fc open, and lb generally prac-

tifed, that it became common to have Signs and
Infcriptions fet up at Doors ; here lives a For-

tune-teller , here lives an Aftrologer *, here you
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like

;

and Frier BacoiH Brazen-Head, which was the

ufual Sign of thefe Peoples Dwellings, was to be

teen
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feen almoft in every Street, or elfe the Sign of Mou-

ther Sbipton, or of Merlin's Head, and the like.

"With what blind, abfurd and ridiculous Stuff,

thefe Oracles of the Devil pleas'd and fatisfy'd the

People, I really know not ; but certain it is, that

innumerable Attendants crowded about their Doors
every Day ; and if but a grave Fellow in a Velvet

Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which was the

Habit thofe Quack-Conjurers generally went in,

was but, feen in the Streets, the People would fol-

low them in Crowds, and aik them Quefcions, as

they went along.

I need not mention what a horrid Delufion this

was, or what it tended to -, but there was no Re-
medy for it, till the Plague itfelf put an End to it

all, and, I fuppofe, clear'd the Town of moil of

thofe Calculators themfelves. One Mifchief was,

that if the poor People afk'd thefe mock Aftrolo-

gers whether there would be a Plague, or no ? they

ail agreed in the general to anfwer, Yes ; for that

kept up their Trade : And had the People not been

kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards would
prefently have been rendered ufelefs, and their Craft

had been at an End :

' But they always talked to

them of fuch and fuch Influences of the Stars, of
the Conjunctions of fuch and fuch Planets, which
muil necefTarily bring Sicknefs and Diitempers,

and confequently the Plague. And fome had the

AfTurance to tell them, the Plague was begun al-

ready, which was too true, tho' they that faid fo

knew nothing of the Matter.

The Minilters, to do them Juflice, and Preachers

of moll Sorts, that were ferious and understanding

Perfons, thundered againft thefe, and other wicked
Practices, and expofed the Folly as well as the Wick-
ednefs of them together ; and the moil fober and
judicious" People defpis'd and abhorr'd them : But
it was impoHible to make any Irnpreiuon upon the

D midling
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midling people, and the working labouring Poor %

their Fears were predominant over all their Paf-

fions ; and they threw away their Money in a mod
diftracted manner upon thofe Whimfies. Maid-
fervants efpecially, and Men-fervants, were the

chief of their Cuftomers ; and their Queftion gene-

rally was, after the firft demand of, Will there be a

Plague ? I fay the next Queftion was, Oh, Sir f for

the Lord's Sake, what will become of me ? Will my Mif
trefs keep me, or willfhe turn me off? Willfheftay here,

cr willfhe go into the Country ? And iffloe goes into the

Country, willfloe take me with her, cr leave me here to be

fiarv d and undone ? and the like of Men-fervants.

The truth is, the Cafe of poor Servants was very

difmal, as I fhall have Occafion to mention again

by and by ; for it was apparent, a prodigious Num-
ber of them would be turn'd away, and it was fo ;

and of them abundance perifhed ; and particularly

of thofe that thefe falfe Prophets had flattered with

Hopes, that they mould be continued in their Ser-

vices, and carried with their Mafters and Miftrefies

into the Country -, and had not publick Charity

provided for thefe poor Creatures, whole Number
was exceeding great, and in all Cafes of this Na-
ture mult be fo, they would have been in the worft

Condition of any People in the City.

Thefe Things agitated the Minds of the com-
mon People for many Months, while the firft Ap-
prehenfions, were upon them ; and while the Plague

was not, as I may fay, yet broken out : But I muft
alfo not forget, that the more ferious Part of the

Inhabitants behav'd after another manner : The
Government encouraged their Devotion, and ap-

pointed publick Prayers, and Days of Failing and
Humiliation, to make publick ConfefTion of Sin,

and implore the Mercy ofGod, to avert the dread-

ful Judgment which hung over their Heads : and

it is not to be exprefs'd; with - what Alacrity the

People
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People of all Periuafions embraced the Occafion

;

how they flock'd to the Churches and Meetings,

and they were all fo throng'd, that there was often

no coming near, no, not to the very Doors of the

largefl Churches : Alfo there were daily Prayers ap-

pointed Morning and Evening at feveral Churches,

and Days of private praying at other Places ; at

all which the People attended, I fay, with an un-

common Devotion : Several private Families alfo,

as well of one Opinion as of another, kept Family
Fails, to which they admitted their near Relations

only : So that, in a word, thole People, who were
really ferious and religious, apply'd themfelves in

a truly Chrifcian Manner, to the proper Work of

Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chriftian People

ought to do.

Again, the Public ihew'd that they would bear

their* Share in thefe Things ; the very Court,

which was then gay and luxurious, put on a Face

of juft Concern for the publick Danger : All the

Plays and Interludes, which after the manner of

the French Court, had been fet up, and began to

increafe among us, were forbid to acl \ the gaming
Tables, publick dancing Rooms, and Mufic
Houfes, which multiply'd, and began to debauch

the Manners of the People, were fhut up and fup-

prefs'd -, and the Jack-puddings, Merry-andrews,

Puppet-fhews, Rope-dancers, and fuch like doings,

which had bewitch'd the poor common People,

ihut up their Shops, finding indeed no Trade ; for

the Minds of the People were agitated with other

Things •, and a kind of Sadnefs and Horror at thefe

Things, fat upon the Countenances, even of the

common People •, Death was before their Eye$#

and every body began to think of their Graves, not

of Mirth and Diverfions.

But even, thofe wholefom Reflefticns, which,

rightly manag'd, would have moil happily Jed thQ

D 2 People
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People to fall upon their Knees, make ConfefTion of

their Sins, and look up to their merciful Saviour

for Pardon, imploring his Compafiion on them,

in fuch a Time of their Diftrefs -, by which we
might have been as a lecond Nineveh, had a quite

contrary Extreme in the common People, who ig-

norant and ftupid in their Reflections, as they were

brutifhly wicked and thoughtlefs before, were

, now led by their Fright to Extremes of Folly •, and

as I have laid before, that they ran to Conjurers

and Witches, and all Sorts of Deceivers, to know
what mould become of them •, who fed their Fears,

and kept them always alarm'd and awake, on

purpofe to delude them, and pick their Pockets :

So, they were as mad, upon their running after

Quacks and Mountebanks, and every practifing

old Woman, for Medicines and Remedies ; ftore-

ing themfelves with fuch Multitudes of Pills, Po-

tions, and Prefervatives, as they were cali'd ; that

they not only fpent their Money, but even poifon'd

themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifon of

the Infection, and prepar'd their Bodies for the

Plague, inftead of preferving them againft it. On
the other hand, it is incredible, and fcarce to be

imagin'd, how the Polls of Houfes, and Corners

of Streets were plafterd over with Doctors Bills,

and Papers of ignorant Fellows, quacking and

tampering in Phyfick, and inviting the People to

come to them for Remedies -, which was generally

fet off with fuch Flcurifhes as thefe, (viz.) IN-
FALLIBLE preventive Pills againft the Plague.

NEVER-FAILING Prefervatives againft the

Infection. SOVEREIGN Cordials againft

'the Corruption of the Air. EXACT Regu-
lations for the Conduct of the Body, in cafe of

' an Infection : Antipeftiiential Pills. INCOMPA-
RABLE Drink againft the Plague, never found

i out
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out before. An UNIVERSAL Remedy for

the Plague. The ONLY TRUE Plague-wa-

ter. The ROYAL ANTIDOTE againft

all Kinds of Infection -, and fuch a Number more
that I cannot reckon up ; and if I could, would
fill a Book of themfelves to fet them down.

Others {tt up Bills to fummon People to their

Lodgings for Directions and Advice in the Cafe of
Infection : Thefe had fpacious Titles alfo, fuch as

thefe.

An eminent High-Dutch Phyfician, newly come over

from Holland, where he rejided during all the

Time of the great Plague, loft Tear, in Amfter-

dam ; and cured Multitudes of People, that actu-

ally had the Plague upon them.

An Italian Gentlewoman jufi arrived from Naples,

having a choice Secret to prevent Infeclion, which

fhefound out by her great Experience, and did won-

derful Cures with it in the late Plague there j

wherein there died 20000 in one Day.

An ancient Gentlewoman having praclifed, withgreat

Succefs, in the late Plague in this City, Anno 1636,
gives her Advice only to the Female Sex. To be

fpoke with, dec.

An experienced Phyfician, who has long ftudied the

Doclrine of Antidotes againft all forts of Poifon

and Infeclion, has after 40 Tears Praclice, ar-

rived to fuch Skill, as may, with God's Blefjing,

direel Perfons hozv to prevent their being touched by

any contagious Diftemper whatfoever. He direcls

the Poor gratis.

I take notice of thefe by way of Specimen : I

could give you two or three Dozen of the like, and
yet have abundance left behind.

3Tis fufficient

from thefe to apprife any one, of the Humour of

D 3 thofe
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thofe Times ; and how a Set of Thieves and Pick-
pockets, not only robb'd and cheated the poor
People of their Money, but poifoned their Bodies

with odious and fatal preparations -, fome with

Mercury, and fome with other things as bad, per-

fectly remote from the thing pretended to ; and
rather hurtful than ferviceable to the Body in cafe

an infection followed.

I cannot omit a Subtilty of one of thofe Quack-
operators, with which he gull'd the poor People to

croud about him, but did nothing for them with-

out Money. He had, itfeems, added to his Bills,

which he gave about the Streets, this Advertife-

ment in Capital Letters, (viz.) He gives Advice to

the Poor for nothing.

Abundance ofpoor people came tohim according-

ly, to whom he made a great many fine Speeches ;

examin'd them of the State of their Health, and of

-the Conftitution of their Bodies, and told them
many good things for them to do, which were of no
great moment : But the IfTue and Conclufion of all

was, that he had a preparation, which if they took

fuch a Quantity of, every Morning, he would
pawn his Life they fhould never have the Plague,

no, tho' they lived in the Houfe with People that

were infected : This made the People all refolve

to have it ; but then the Price of that was fo muchy

I think 'twas haif-a-crown : But, Sir, fays one poor

Woman, I am a poor Alms-wornan, and am kept by

"the Parifh, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor
your Help for nothing. Ay, good Woman, fays

the Doctor, fo I do, as I published there, I give

my Advice to the Poor for nothing ; but not my
Phyfick. Alas, Sir ! fays me, that is a Snare laid

for tht Poor then •, for you give them your Ad-
vice for nothing, that is to fay, you advife them

gratis, to buy your Phyfic for their Money •, fo

does
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does every Shop-keeper with his Wares, Here the

Woman began to give him ill Words, and flood at

his Door all that Day, telling her Tale to all the

People that came, till the Doctor rinding me turn'd

away his Cuftomers ; was obliged to call her up
Stairs again, and give her his Box of Phyfic for

nothing, which, perhaps too, was goodfor nothing

when foe had it.

But to return to the People, whofe Confufions

fitted them to be impofed upon by all Sorts of

Pretenders, and by every Mountebank. There is

no doubt, but thefe quacking fort of Fellows rais'd

great Gains out of the miferable People -, for we
daily found the Crouds that ran after them were in-

finitely greater, and their Doors were more throng-

ed than thofe of Dr. Brooks, Dr. Upton, Dr.

Hodges, Dr. Berwick, or any, tho' the mofl famous

Men of the Time : And I was told that fome of
them got five Pound a Day by their Phyfick.

But there was frill another Madnefs beyond all

this, which may ferve to give an idea of the de-

tracted Humour of the poor People at that Time •,

and this was their following a worfe Sort of De-
ceivers than any of thefe ; for thefe petty Thieves

only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get

their Money, in which their Wickednefs, what-

ever it was, lay chiefly on the Side of the Decei-

ver's deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in

this Part I am going to mention, it lay chiefly in

the People deceiv'd, or equally in both ; and this

was in v/earing Charms, Philters, Exorcifms, A-
mulets, and I know not what Preparations, to for-

tify the Body with them againft the Plague •, as if

the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind
of a PofTeffion of an evil Spirit -, and that it was to

be kept off with Croflings, Signs of the Zodiac,

Papers tied up with fo many Knots, and certain

Words or Figures written on them -, as particular-

D 4 iy
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ly the Word Abracadabra, form'd in Triangle, or

Pyramid thus

:

ABRACADABRA
ABRACADABR Others had the Jefuits

ABRACADAB Mark in aCrofs.

ABRACADA
I H
S

ABRACAD
ABRACA
ABRAC Others nothing but this

ABRA Mark thus

:

ABR n
AB
A

I might fpend a great dear of Time in my Ex-
clamations againfh the Follies, and indeed theWick-
ednefs of thofe Things, in a Time of fuch Danger,

in a Matter of fuch Confequences as this, of a

National Infection. But my Memorandums of

thefe things relate rather to take notice only of the

Fail:, and mention only that it was fo : How thepoor

People found the InfufHciency of thofe things, and

how many of them were afterwards carried away in

the Dead-carts, and thrown into the common
Graves of every Parifh, with thefe hellifh Charms
and Trumpery hanging about their Necks, re-

mains to be fpoken of as we go along.

All this was the Effect of the Hurry the People

v/ere in, after the .firft Notion of the Plague be-

ing at hand was among them ; and which may
be faid to be from about Michaelmas 1 664, but

more particularly after the two Men died in St.

Giles's, in the Beginning of December. And a-

gain, after another Alarm in February -, for when
the Plague evidently fpread itfelf, they foon be-

gan to fee the Folly of trufling to thofe unper-

forming Creatures, who had gull'd them of their

Money,
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Money, and then their Fears work'd another way,

namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not know-

ing what Courfe to take, or what to do, either

to help or relieve themielves ; but they ran about

from one Neighbour's Houfe to another ; and

even in the Streets, from one Door to another

with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mercy upon usy

what jhall we do ?

Indeed, the poor People were to be pity'd in one

particular Thing, in which they had little or no

Relief, and which I Defire to mention with a fe-

rious Awe and Reflection •, which perhaps, every

one that reads this, may not relifh: Namely, that

whereas Death now began not, as we may fay9 to

hover over every one's Head only, but to look in-

to their Houfes, and Chambers, and flare in their

paces : Tho' there might be fome ftupidity, and

dullnefs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great

deal ; yet, there was a great deal ofjuil Alarm,
founded into the very inmoft Soul, if Imayfofay
of others: Many Confciences were awakened;

many hard Hearts melted into Tears; many a

penitent Confeilion was made of Crimes long con-

cealed : would wound the Souls of any Chriftian,

to have heard the dying Groans ofmany a defpair-

ing Creature, and none durft come near to com^
fort them : Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was
then confer! aloud, and no Body furviving to Re-
cord the Accounts of it. People might be heard

even into the Streets as we pafs'd along, calling up-

on God for Mercy, thro' Jefus Chrift, andfaying ,

I have been a Thief, I have been an Adulterer, I

have been a Murderer, and the like ; and none durft

flop to make the lean: Enquiry into fuch Things, or

to adminifter Comfort to the poor Creatures, that

in the Anguifh both of Soul and Body thus cry'd

out. Some of the Minifters did Vifit the Sick at

firft, and for a little while, but it was not to be

done;
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done ; it would have been prefent Death, to have

gone into fome Houfes : The very Buryers of the

Dead, who were the hardnedeft Creatures in Town,
were fometimes beaten back, and fo terrify'd, that

they durfl not go into Houfes, where the whole

Families were fwept away together, and where the

Circumilances were more particularly horrible as

fome were; but this was indeed, at the flrftHeat

of the Diftemper.

Time enur'd them to it all ; and they ventured

every where afterwards, without Hefitation, as I

fhall have Occafion to mention at large hereafter.

I am .fuppofing now, the Plague to be begun, as

I have faid, and that the Magiftrates begun to

take the Condition of the People, into their ferious

Confideration ; what they did as to the Regula-
tion of the Inhabitants, and of infected Families.

I mail fpeak to by itfelf ; but as to the Affair

of Health, it is proper to mention it here, that

having feen the foolifh Humour of the People, in

running after Quacks, and Mountebanks,Wizards,

and Fortune-tellers, which they did as above, even

to Madnefs. The Lord Mayor, a very fober and
religious Gentleman appointed Phyficians and Sur-

geons for Relief of the poor ; I mean the difeafed

poor ; and in particular, order'd the College of
Phyficians to publifh Directions for cheap Reme-
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumilances of the

Diftemper. This indeed was one of the mod charit-

able and judicious Things that could be done at

that Time ; for this drove the People from haunt-

ing the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills ; and from
taking down blindly, and without Confideration,

Poifon for Phyfick, and Death inftead of Life.

This Direction of the Phyficians was done by
a Confultation of the whole College, and as it was
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor

;

and for cheap Medicines it was made publick,

fo
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fo that every Body might fee it; and Copies

were given gratis to all that defired it : But as

it is publick, and to be feen on all Occafions, I

need not give the Reader of this, the Trouble

of it.

I fhall not be fuppofed to leffen the Authority

or Capacity of the Phyficians, when, I fay, that

the Violence of the Diflemper, when it came to

its Extremity, was like the Fire the next Year

;

The Fire which confumed what the Plague could

not touch, defy'd all the Application of Remedies ;

the Fire Engines were broken, the Buckets thrown

away ; and the Power of Man was baffled, and
brought to an End *, fo the Plague defy'd all Medi-
cines -, the very Phyficians were feized with it,

with their Prefervatives in their Mouths ; and
Men went about prefcribing to others and tel-

ling them what to do, till the Tokens were up-

on them, and they dropt down dead, deftroyed

by that very Enemy, they directed others to op-

pofe. This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians,

even fome of them the mofl eminent; and of
feveral of the moll fkilful Surgeons ; Abundance
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to trufl to

their own Medicines, which uhey mull needs be

confcious to themfelves, were good for nothing

;

and who rather ought, like other Sorts of Thieves,

to have ran away, fenfible of their Guilt, from
the Juflice that they could not but expect mould
punim them, as they knew they had deferved-.

Not that it is any Derogation from the La-
bour, or Application of the Phyficians, to fay,

they fell in the common Calamity ; nor is it fo

intended by me ; it rather is to their Praife, that

they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe

them in the Service of Mankind ; They endea-

voured to do good, and to fave the Lives of

others. But we were not to expect, that the

Phy-
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Phyficians could flop God's Judgments, or pre-

vent a Diftemper eminently armed from Hea-
ven, from executing the Errand it was fent

about.

Doubtlefs, the Phyficians aflifted many by their

Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications,

to the faving of their Lives, and reftoring their

Health : But it is not leffening their Character, or

their Skill, to fay, they could not cure thofe that

had the Tokens upon them, or thofe who were

mortally infected before the Phyficians were fent

for, as was frequently the Cafe.

It remains to mention now what publick Mea-
fures were taken by the Magiftrates for the ge-

neral. Safety, and to prevent the fpreading of
the Diftemper, when it firft broke out : I mall

have frequent Occafion to fpeak of the Pru-
dence of the Magiftrates, their Charity, their Vi-

gilance for the Poor, and for preferving good
Order ; furnifhing Provifions, and the like, when
the Plague was increafed, as it afterwards was.

But I am now upon the Order and Regulations

they publifhed for the Government of infected

Families.

I mention'd above fhutting of Houfes up ; and
it is needful to fay fomething particularly to

that 5 for this Part of the Hiftory of the Plagu«

is very melancholy ; but the mofi grievous Story

muft be told.

About June the Lord Mayor of London* and
the Court of Aldermen, as I have faid, began
more particularly to concern themfelves for the

Regulation of the City.

The Juftices of Peace for Middle/ex, by Direc-

tion of the Secretary of State, had begun to fhut

up Houfes in the Parifhes of St. Giles's in the Fields*

St. Martins* St. Clement Danes* lye. and it was with

good Succefs •, for in feveral Streets, where the

Plague



the PLAGUE. 45 .

Plague broke out, upon Uriel guarding the Houfes

that were infecled, and taking care to bury thofe

that died, immediately after they were known to be

dead, the Plague ceafed in thofe Streets, It was al-

fo obferv'd, that the Plague decreas'd fooner in thofe

Parilhes, after they had been vifited to the full,

than it did in the Parilhes of Bifhopfgate, Shoreditch,

Aldgate, Whitechapel, Stepney, and others, the ear-

ly Care taken in that Manner, being a great Means
to the putting a Check to it.

This fhutting up of Houfes was a Method firft

taken, as I underftand, in the Plague which hap-

pened in 1603, at the coming of King James the

Firft to the Crown, and the Power of fhutting

People up in their own Houfes, was granted by
Act of Parliament, entitled, An Aft for the chari-

table Relief and Ordering of Perfons infested with the

Plague. On which Act of Parliament, the Lord
Mayor and Aldermen of the City of London, found-

ed the Order they made at this Time, and which
took place the ift of July 166$, when the Num-
bers infected within the City were but few, the laft

Bill for the ninety-two Parilhes being but four

;

and fome Houfes having been fliut up in the City,

and fome People being removed to the Peft-houfe

beyond Bunhill- Fields, in the Way to Ifiington ; I

fay, by thefe Means, when there died near one

thoufand a Week in the whole, the Number in the

City was but twenty-eight ; and the City was pre-

ferved more healthy in Proportion, than any other

Place all the Time of the Infection.

Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor's were pub-
lifh'd, , as I have faid, the latter End of June, and
took place from the firft of July,- and were as fol-

lows, (viz.)

OR-
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ORDERS Conceived and fuhlijhed by the

Lord Mayor and Aldermen of the City of
London, concerning the Infection of the

Plague. 1665.

c

\KJ H E R E A S in the Reign of our Iate
c VV Sovereign King James^ of [happy Me-
* mory, an Act was made for the charitable Re-
c lief and ordering of Perfons infected with the

* Plague; whereby Authority was given to Juf-
c tices of the Peace, Mayors, Baiiirrs and other

*.head Officers, to appoint within their feveral

* Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep-
c ers, and Buriers for the Perfons and Places in-

* fected, and to minirter unto them Oaths for the
* Performance of their Offices. And the fame Sta-

* tute did alio authorize the giving of other Di-
« rections, as unto them for the prefer* t Neceflity

« mould feem good in their Difcretions. It is now
* upon fpecial Confederation, thought very ex-

* pedient for preventing and avoiding of Infection

< of Sicknefs (if it iliall fo pleafe Almighty God)
c that thafe Officers following be appointed, and
* thefe Orders hereafter duly obferved.

Examiners to be appointed in every Parifh.

c Tj^ I R S T, It is thought requifite, and fo or-

S X/ dered, that in every Parifh there be one,
4 two, or more Perfons of good Sort and Credit,
c chofen and appointed by the Alderman, his
c Deputy, and Common-Council of every Ward,
* by the Name of Examiners, to continue in that
c Office the Space of two Months at leaft: And
* if any fit Perfon fo appointed, mall refufe to un-

« dertake
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c
dertake the fame, the faid Parties fo refilling, to

c be committed to Prifon until they fhall con-
* form themfelves accordingly.

The Examiners Office.

4 fTMIAT thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al-
4

JL dermen, to enquire and learn from time to
4 time what Houfes in every Parifh be Vifited,
4 and what Perfons be Sick, and of what Difeafes,
4 as near as they can inform themfelves •, and upon
4 doubt in that Cafe, to command Reftraint ofAc-
4 cefs, until it appear what the Difeafe fhall prove :

* And if they find any Perfon fick of the Infection,
4 to give order to the Conltable that the Houfe be
* fhut up ; and if the Conltable mall be found Re-
' mifs or Negligent, to give prefent Notice there-
4 of to the Alderman of the Ward.

Watchmen.

* ry^HAT to every infected Houfe there be ap-
* JL pointed two Watchmen, one for every Day,
4 and the other for the Night : And that thefe
4 Watchmen have a fpecial care that no Perfon go
* in or out of fuch infected Houfes, whereof they
* have the Charge, upon pain of fevere Punifh-
* ment. And the faid Wachmen to do fuch fur-
4 ther Offices as the fick Houfe fhall need and re-
4 quire : and if the Watchman be fent upon any
* Bufinefs, to lock up the Houfe, and take the Key
c with him : And the Watchman by Day to attend
4 until ten of the Clock at Night : And the Watch-
* man by Night until fix in the Morning.

Searchers.

' 'T^MA'P there be a fpecial care to appoint
c A Women-Searchers in every Parifh, fuch as
4 are of honefl Reputation, and of the beft Sort as

I can be got in this kind ; And thefe to be fworn to
4 make
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1 make due Search, and true Report to the utmoft
* of their Knowledge, whether the Perfons whofe
c Bodies they are appointed to Sear h. do die of the
c Infection, or of what other Difeafes, as near as

they can. And that the Phyficians, who mall be

appointed for Cure and Prevention of the Infec-

tion, do caii before them the faid Searchers, who
are, or mall be appointed for the feveral Parifhes

under their refpeclive Cares, to the end they may
confider, whether they are fitly qualihed for that

Employment ; and charge them from time to

time as they mall fee Caufe, if they appear de-

fective in their Duties.
6 That no Searcher during this time of Vifita-

tion, be permitted to uie any publick Y\rork or

Employment, or keep any Shop cr Stall, cr be

employed as a JLandrefs, or in any other com-
mon Employment whatfoever.

Chirurgeons.

TTj^OR better amilance of the Searchers ; for as

J/ much as there hath been heretofore great

Abufe in miireporting theDifeafe, to the further

fpreading of the Infection : It is therefore order-

ed, that there be chofen and appointed able and
difcreet Chirurgeons, befidesthofe that do already

belong to the Peft-Houfe : Amongft whom the

City and Liberties to be quartered as the places

lie moil apt and convenient •, and every of thefe

to have one Quarter for his Limit : and the faid

Chirurgeons in every of their Limits to join with

the Searchers for the View of the Body, to the end

there may be a true Report made of theDifeafe.
c And further, that the faid Chirurgeons mall

vifit and fearch fuch like Perfons as mail either

fend for them, or be named and directed unto

them, by the Examiners of every Parifh, and in-

form themfelves of the Difeafe of the faid Parties.

' And
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* And forafmuch as the faid Chirurgeons are to

« be fequeflred from all other Cures, and kept only
4 to this Difeafe of the Infection; It is order'd,
1 That every of the faid Chirurgeons fhall have
* Twelvepence a Body fearced by them, to be paid
« out of the Goods of the Party fearched, if he be
« able, or otherwife by the Parifh.

Nurfe-keepers.

<TF any Nurfe-keeper fhall remove herfelf out of
* J[ any infected Houfe before twenty- eight Days
c after the Deceafe of any Perfon dying of the In-
* feclion, the Houfe to which the faid Nurfe-keeper
6 doth fo remove herfelf, fhall be fhut up until the
' faid twenty eight Days be expired.

Orders concerning infected Houfes, and
Perfons fick of the Plague.

Notice to be given of the Sicknefs.

' rrMIE Mailer of every Houfe, as foon as any.
* A one m h^s Houfe complaineth, either of
* Botch, or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his

* Body, or falleth otherwife dangeroufly Sick, with-
c out apparent Caufe of fome other Difeafe, fhall

* give knowledge thereof to the Examiner ofHealth,
4 within two Hours after the faid Sign fhall appear.

Sequeftration of the Sick.

* A S foon as any Man (hall be found by this

' jHL Examiner, Chirurgeon or Searcher to be
* lick of the Plague, he fhall the fame Night be
* fequeflred, in the fame Houfe, and in cafe he be
* fo fequeflred, then, though he afterwards die not

?

* the Houfe wherein he fickned> fhould be fhui up
E c

for
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w
for a Month, after the uie of the due Preferva-

4
Cives taken by the reft.

Airing the Stuff.

4

"J7^
O R Scqueftration of the Goods and Stuff of

c

A? tne Infection, their Bedding, and Apparel,
' and Hangings of Chambers, mull be well aired
c with Fire, and fuch Perfumes as are requifite
4 within the infected Houfe, before they be taken
« again to ufe: This to be done by the Appoint-
1 ment of the Examiner.

Shutting up of the Houfe.
c T F any Perfon (hall have vifited any Man, known
c
JL to be infected of the Plague, or entred willingly

c into any known infected Houfe, being not allowed

:

* The Houfe wherein he inhabiteth, mail be fhut up
* for certain Days by the Examiners Direction.

None to be removed out of infefted Houfes^ but, &c.

TEM, That none be remov'd out of the Houfe
where he falleth fick of the Infection, into any

* other Houfe in the City, (except it be to the Peft-
c Houfe or a Tent, or unto lome fuch Houfe, which
c the Owner of the laid vifited Houfe holdeth in his
1 own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants)
8 and fo as Security be given to the Parifli, whither
4 fuch Remove is made; that the Attendance and
c Charge about the faid vifited Perfons iliail be ob-
' ferved and charged in all the Particularities before
6 exprefTed, without any Coil of that Parifh, to
c which any fuch Remove mall happen to be made,
c and this Remove to be done by Night : And it mall
* be lawful to any Perfon that hath two Houfes, to
* remove either his found or his infected People to
* his fpare Houfe at his choice, fo as if he fend away
< nrft his Sound, he not after fend thither the Sick,

* nor again unto the Sick the Sound. And that the

' fame
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* fame which he fendeth, be for one Week at the
* leaft ihut up, and fecluded from Company, for

* fear offome Infection, at the firft not appearing.

Burial of the Bead.

« ripHAT the Burial of the Dead by this Vifi-

« J_ tation, be at mod convenient Hours, always
* either before Sun-rifing, or after Sun-fetting, with
« the Privity of the Church-wardens or Conilable,
c and not otherwife ; and that no Neighbours nor
* Friends be fuffered to accompany the Corps to
c Church, or to enter the Houie vifited, upon pain
* of having his Houfe fhut up, or be imprifoned.

* And that no Corps dying of Infection mail be
* buried, or remain in any Church in time of Com*
c mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Lecture. And that no
* Children be fuffered at time of burial of any Corps
i in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying-place
* to come near the Corps, Coffin, or Grave. And
* that all the Graves jfhall be at leafb fix Foot deep.

c And further, all publick Affemblies at other
* Burials are to be forborn during the Continuance
* of this Vifitation.

No infe8led Stuff to he uttered.

c rr\HAT no Clothes, Stuff, Bedding or Gar-
* JL ments be fuffered to be carried or conveyed
* out of any infected Houfes, and that the Criers

* and Carriers abroad of Bedding or old Apparel
c to be fold or pawned, be utterly prohibited and
c retrained, and no Brokers of Bedding or old
* Apparel be permitted to make any outward Shew,
* or hang forth on their Stalls, Shopboards or Win-
* dows towards any Street, Lane, Common-way or
* Paffage, any old Bedding or Apparel to be fold

s

* upon pain of Imprifonment. And if any Broker
* or other Perfon mail buy any Bedding, Apparel,
* or other Stuff out of any infected Hpufe, within

£ 2 * tw*
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c two Months after the Infection hath been there,
c his Houie fhall be fhut up as Infected, and fo
4
fhall continue fhut up twenty Days at the leaft.

No Per/on to be conveyed out of any infecled Houfc.

* T F any Perion vifited do fortune by negligent
4
Jt looking unto, or by any other Means, to come,

* or be conveyed from a Place infected, to any other
c Place, the Parifh from whence fuch Party hath come
c or been conveyed, upon notice thereof given, fhall

* at their Charge caufe the faid Party fo vifited and
c efcaped, to be carried and brought back again by
c Night, and the Parties in this cafe offending, to
c be punifhed at the Direction of the Alderman of
c the Ward-, and the Houfe of the Receiver of fuch
c vifited Perfon, to be fhut up for twenty Days.

Every vifited Houfe to be marked.

C T^^IAT every Houfe vifited, be marked with
* JL a i*e<3 Crofs of a Foot long, in the middle of
4 the Door, evident to be feen, and with thefe ufual
* printed Words, that is to fay, Lord have Mercy
* upon us9 to be fet clofe over the fame Crofs, there to

* continue until lawful opening of the fame Houfe.

Every vifited Houfe to be watched.

6 rp.HAT the Conilables fee every Houfe fhut

* X UP> an^ to De attended with Watchmen,
6 which may keep them in, and minifter NecefTaries
* unto them at their own Charges (if they be able,)
c or at the common Charge, if they be unable: The
* Ihutting up to be for the fpace of four Weeks
* after all be whole.

* That precife Order be taken that the Searchers,
* Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are not to pafs
* the Streets without holding a red Rod or Wand
' of three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and
* evident to be feen, and are not to go into any

* other..
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c other Houfe than into their own, or into that
* whereunto they are directed or fent for ; but to

* forbear and abflain from Company, efpecially
c when they have been lately ufed in any fuch
* Bufinefs or Attendance.

Inmates.

* fTTVHAT where feveral Inmates are in one and
* X tne fame Houfe, and any Perfon in that

j . Houfe happens to be Infected -, no other Perfon
c or Family of fuch Houfe mail be fufFered to re-

move him or themfelves without a Certificate
c from the Examiners ofHealth of that Pariih ; or
c in default thereof, the Houfe whither he or they
6 fo remove, fhall be fhut up as in cafe of Vifitation.

Hackney-Coaches.
c /TpHAT care be taken of Hackney-Coach-
* -*» men, that they may not (as fome of them
' have been obferved to do after carrying of infec-
c ted Perfons to the Peft-Houfe, and other Places,
* be admitted to common ufe, till their Coaches be
4 well aired, and have flood unemploy'd by the
* Space of five or fix Days after fuch Service.

Orders for cleanfing and keeping of the

Streets Sweet.

The Streets to be kept clean.

c THIRST, it is thought neceffary, and fo order-
c
1? e<^5 tnat every Houfholder do caufe the

c Street to be daily prepared before his Door, and
* fo to keep it clean fwept all the Week long.

That Rakers take it from out the Houfes.

< 'TTHAT the Sweeping and Filth of Houfes be
* -*- daily carry'd away by the Rakers, and that

£ the Raker fhall give notice of his coming, by the

E 3
' blowing
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c blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath bedn
1 done.

Layftalls to be madefar off from the City.

€ ^T^HAT the Layftalls be removed as far as may
*

, X be out of the City, and common PafTages,

* and that no Nightman or other be fuffered to emp-
* ty a Vault into any Garden near about the City.

Care to be had of unwholfome Fifh or Flefh, and of

mufty Corn.

4 flpHAT fpecial care be taken, that no ftink-
c

JL m§ Filh, or unwholefome Flefh, or mufty
* Corn or other corrupt Fruits, of what Sort foever
c be fuffered to be fold about the City, or any part
* of the fame.

* That the Brewers and Tippling-houfes be
* looked unto, for mufty and unwholfome Cafks.

6 That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons,
* or Conies, be fuffered to be kept within any part

\

* of the City, or any Swine to be, or ftray in the
* Streets or Lanes, but that fuch Swine be im-
c pounded by the Beadle or any other Officer, and
« the Owner punifhed according to AS: of Corn-
c mon-Council, and that the Dogs be killed by
* the Dog-killers appointed for that purpofe.

ORDERS concerning loofe Perfons and idle

Affemblies.

Beggars.

€ TT^Orafmnch as nothing is more complained of,

* J7 t^n tne Multitude of Rogues and wandring
6 Beggars,that fwarm in every place about theCity,

* being a great caufe of the fpreading of the In-

* feclionj
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€ fe&ion, and will not be avoided, notwithstanding

* any Orders that have been given to the contrary :

4 It is therefore now ordered, that fuch Conftables,
c and others, whom this Matter may any way con-
c cern, take fpecial care that no wandering Beggars
c be fuftered in the Streets of this City, in any Fa-
* lhion or Manner whatibever, upon the Penalty
* provided by the Law, to be duly and feverely ex-
* edited upon them.

Plays.

' 'T^HAT all Plays, Bear-baitings, Games, fing-
c

JL mg °f Ballads, Buckler-play, or fuch like

* Caufes of AfTemblies of People be utterly prohi-
c bited, and the Parties offending fevereiy punifh-

^ ed by every Alderman in his Ward.

Feafting prohibited.

.

* r | MIAT all publick Feafting, and particularly

* by the Companies of this City, and Dinners
* at Taverns, Alehoufes, and other Places ofcom-
* mon Entertainment, be forborn till further Order
c and Allowance ; and that theMoney thereby fpa-

* red, be preferred andemployedforthe Benefit and
* Relief of the Poor viiited with the Infection.

'Tipling-Houfes.

* t | ^HAT diforderly Tipling in Taverns, Ale-
* X boufes, Coffee-houfes, and Cellars be fe-
i verely looked unto, as the common Sin of this

* Time, and greater! Occafion of difperfmg the

* Plague. And that no Company or Perfon be fuf-

* fered to remain or come into any Tavern, Ale-
c houfe, or CofTee-houfe, to drink after nine of the

f Clock in the Evening, according to the ancient

J
Law and Cuftom of this City, upon the Penalties

* ordained in that Behalf.

E 4 And,
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' And for the better execution of thefe Orders,
* and fuch other Rules and Directions as upon
4 further consideration fhall be found needful •, It

c
is ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, De-

' puties, and Common-Council-men fhall meet
c together weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner,
c (as cauie fhall require) at fome one general Place
c accuitomed in their refpeclive Wards (being
* clear from Infection of the Plague) to confult

* how the faid Orders may be duly put in Exe-
4 cution •, not intending that any, dwelling in or
* near Places infected, fhall come to the faid Meet-
c ing while their coming may be doubtful. And
c the faid Aldermen, and Deputies, andCommon-
* Council-men in their feveral Wards may put in
c Execution any other good Orders that by them
' at their laid Meetings fhall be conceived and de-
1 vifed, for Prefervation of His Majefty's Sub-
c jects from the Infection.'

Sir John Lawrence \ Sir George Waterman 1 qi -rp •

Lord Mayor. $ Sir Charles Doe. S

I need not fay, that thefe Orders extended only

to fuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor's

Jurifdiction -, fo it is requifite to obferve, that the

Juflices of Peace, within thofe Parifhes, and Places

as were called the Hamlets^ and Out-parts, took
- the fame Method : As I remember, the Orders

for fhutting up of Houfes, did not take Place fo

foon on our Side, becaufe, as I faid before, the

Plague did not reach to thefe Eaftern Parts, of

the Town, at leaft, nor begin to be very violent,

till the beginning of Auguft. For Example, the

whole Bill, from the nth to the iSth of July\ was

1 76 1, yet there dy'd but 71 of the Plague, in all

thofe Parifhes we call the 'Tc-iver-Hamlets j and they

were as follows.

Jlgate
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'Algate 14 34
Stepney 33 the next 5S and to the

White-Chapel 21 Week was 48 iftofyf^.

St. Katb. Tower 2 thus. 4 thus,

3Tn>z. Minories 1 1

7 1 J45

It was indeed, coming on a main ; for the Bu-

rials that fame Week, were in the next adjoining

Pariihes, thus,

St.Len.Shorditch 64 the nextWeek 84 totheift HO
St.Bot. Bijhopfg. 65 prodigioufly in- 105 of Jug. 116

St.GilesCrippl. 213 creafed, as 421 thus. 554

342 610 780

This {hutting up of Houfes was at firfl counted

a very cruel and Unchriftian Method, and the

poor People foconfm'd made bitter Lamentations :

Complaints of the Severity of it, were alfo daily

brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houfes caufelefsly,

(and fome malicioufly) fhut up: I cannot fay, but

'upon Enquiry, many that complained fo loudly,

were found in a Condition to be continued, and
others again, Inflection being made upon the lick

Perfon, and the Sicknefs not appearing infectious,

or if uncertain, yet, on his being content to be
carried to the Peft-Houfe, were releafed.

It is true, that the locking up the Doors of
Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there

Night and Day, to prevent their {lining out, or

any coming to them \ when, perhaps, the found
People, in the Family, might have efcaped, if

they had been remov'd from the Sick, looked very
hard and cruel ; and many People perifhed in

thefe miferable Confinements, which 'tis reafon-

able
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able to believe, would not have been diftemper'd

if they had had Liberty, tho' the Plague was in

the Houfe -, at which the People were very clamor-

ous and uneafy at firft, and feveral Violences were

committed, and Injuries offered to the Men, who
were {tt to ^watch the Houfes fo fhut up -, alfo

feveral People broke out by Force, in many
Places, as I fhall obferve by and by : But it was
a publick Good that juftified the private Mif-

chief 5 and there was no obtaining the leafl Miti-

gation, by any Application to Magiitrates, or Go-
vernment, at that Time, at leafl, not that I heard

of. This put the People upon all Manner of Stra-

tagem, in order, if poffible, to get out, and it

would fill a little Volume, to fet down the Arts

us'd by the People of fuch Houfes, to fhut the Eyes
©f the Watchmen, who were employ'd to deceive

them, and to efcape, or break out from them ; in

which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief hap-

pened \ of which by itfelf.

As I went along Hound/ditch one Morning,
about eight o'Clock, there was a great Noife ; it

is true indeed, there was not much Croud, be-

caufe People were not very free to gather together,

or to ftay long together, when they were there,

nor did I ftay long there : But the Outcry was loud

enough to prompt my Curiofity, and I call'd to

one that look'd out of a Window, and afk'd

what was the Matter.

A Watchman, it feems, had been employed to

keep his Poll at the Door of a Houfe, which was
Infected, or faid to be infected, and was fhut up ;

he had been there all Night for two Nights toge-

ther, as he told his Story, and the Day Watch-
man had been there one Day, and was now come
to relieve him : All this while no Noife had
been heard in the Houfe, no Light had been

feenj they call'd for nothing, fent him of no
Errands,
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Errands, which us'dto be the chief Bufinefs of the

Watchmen -, neither had they given him any Di-

fturbance, as he faid, from the Monday Afternoon,

when he heard great crying and fcreaming in the

Houfe, which, as he fuppofed, was occafioned by

jjbme of the Family dying juft at that Time : it

feems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was
called, had been flopt there, and a Servant-Maid
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the

Buriers or Bearers, as they were call'd, put her in-

to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Rug, and
carried her away.

The Watchman had knock'd at the Door, it

feems, when he heard that Noife and Crying, as

above, and no Body anfwered, a great while -, but

at laft one look'd out and faid with an angry

quick Tone, and yet a kind of crying Voice, or

a Voice of one that was crying, What d'ye want,

that ye makefucha knocking ? He anfwer'd, lam the

Watchman I how do you do ? What is the Matter ?

The Perfon anfwered, What is that to you ? Stop the

Dead-Cart. This it feems was about one a-Clock

;

foon after, as the Fellow /aid, he flopped the Dead-
Cart, and then knock'd again, but no Body an-

fwer'd : He contined knocking, and the Bellman
call'd out feveral Times, Bring outyour Bead -, but

no Body anfwered, till the Man that drove the

Cart being call'd to other Houfes, would flay

no longer, and drove away.

The Watchman knew not what to make of

all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning-
Man, or Day-Watchman, as they call'd him, came
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the

Particulars, they knock'd at the Door a great

while, but no body anfwered -, and they obferv'd,

that the Window, or Cafement, at whch the Per-

fon had look'd out, who had anfwer'd before,

continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs.

Upon
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Upon this, the two Men to fatisfy their Curio-

fity, got a long Ladder, and one of them went up
to the Window, and look'd into the Room, where
he faw a Woman lying dead upon the Floor, in a

difmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but her

Shift : But tho' he calPd aloud, and putting in

his long Staff, knock'd hard on the Floor, yet no
Body ftirr'd or anfwered ; neither could he hear

any Noife in the Houfe.

He came down again, upon this, and acquaint-

ed his Fellow, who went up alfo, and finding it

juft fo, they refolv'd, to acquaint either the Lord
Mayor, or fome other Magiftrate of it, but did

not offer to go in at the Window : The Magi-
flrate it feems, upon the Information of the two
Men, ordered the Houfe to be broke open, a Con-
liable, and other Perfons being appointed to be

prefent, that nothing might be plundered-, and ac-

cordingly it was fo done, when no Body was found

in the Houfe, but that young Woman, who ha-

ving been infected, and pail Recovery, the reft

had left her to die by herfelf, and were every

one gone, having found fome Way to delude the

Watchman, and to get open the Door, or get out

at fome Back - Door, or over the Tops of the

Houfes, fo that he knew nothing of it -, and as to

thofe Cries and Shrieks, which he heard, it was
fuppos'd, they were the pafTionate Cries of the

Family, at the bitter parting, which, to be fure,

it was to them all; this being the Sifter to the

Miftrefs of the Family. The Man of the Houfe,

his Wife, feveral Children, and Servants, being

all gone and fled, whether fick or found, that I

could never learn ; nor, indeed, did I make much
Enquiry after it.

Many fuch efcapes were made, out of infected

Houfes, as particularly, when the Watchman was

fent of fome Errand -> for it was his Bufinefs to go
"of
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of any Errand, that the Family lent him of, that is

to fay, for Neceffaries, fuch as Food and Phyfick ;

to fetch Phyficians, if they would come, or Sur-

geons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and

the like ; But with this Condition too, that when
he went, he was to lock up the Outer-Door of the

Houfe, and take the Key away with him ; to evade

this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got two or

three Keys made to their Locks , or they found
Ways to unferew the Locks, fuch as were fcrew'd

on, and fo take off the Lock, being in the Infide

of the Houfe, and while they fent away the

Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehoule,, or

for one Trifle or another, open the Door, and go
out as often as they pleas'd : But this being found
out, the Officers afterwards had Orders to Padlock
up the Doors on the Outfide, and place Bolts on
them as they thought fit.

At another Houfe, as I was inform'd, in the

Street next within Algate^ a whole Family was
fhut up and lock'd in, becaufe the Maid-Servanc
was taken fick •, the Mailer of the Houfe had com-
plain'd by his Friends to the next Alderman, and
to the Lord Mayor, and had confented to have
the Maid carried to the Pefl-Houfe, but was re-

fufed, fo the Door was marked with a red Croft,

a Padlock on the Outfide, as above, and a Watch-
man fet to keep the Door according to publick

Order.

After the Mafter of the Houfe found there was
no Remedy, but that he, his Wife and his Chil-

dren were to be lockt up with this poor diflemper-

ed Servant ^ he calPd to the Watchman, and told

him, he mull go then and fetch a Nurfe for them,

to attend^this poor Girl, for that it would be certain

Death to them all to oblige them to nurfe her,,

and told him plainly, that if he would not do
this, the Maid muft perifh either of the Diftem-

pec;
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per, or be ftarv'd for want of Food ; for he was
refolv'd none of his Family, mould go near her ;

and me lay in the Garret four Story high, where
fhe could not Cry out, or call to any Body for

Help.
The Watchman contented to that, and went

and fetch'd a Nurfe as he -was appointed, and
brought her to them the fame Evening -, during

this interval, the Matter of the Houfe took his

Opportunity to break a large Hole thro' his Shop
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had
fat, before or under his Shop-window ; but the

Tenant as may be fuppofed, at fuch a difmal Time
as that, was dead or remov'd, and fo he had the

Key in his own keeping ; having made his Way
into this Stall, which he cou'd not have done, if

the Man had been at the Door, the Noife he was
obliged to make, being fuch as would have
alarm'd the Watchman \ I fay, having made his

Way into this Stall, he fat Hill till the Watchman
return'd with the Nurfe, and all the next Day alfo ;

but the Night following, having contriv'd to fend

the Watchman of another trifling Errand, which
as I take it, was to an Apothecary's for a Plaifter

for the Maid, which he was to flay for the ma-
king up, or fome other fuch Errand that might
fecure his flaying fome Time ; in that Time he

conveyed himfelf, and all his Family out of the

Houfe, and left the Nurfe and the Watchman to

bury the poor Wench •, that is, throw her into

the Cart, and take care of the Houfe.
I cou'd give a great many fuch Stones as thefe,

diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of that

difmal Year, I met with, that is heard of, and
which are very certain to be true, or very near the

Truth ; that is to fay, true in the General, for

no Man could at fuch a Time, learn all the Par-

ticulars : There was iikewife Violence ufed with

the
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the Watchmen, as was reported in abundance of

Places ; and I believe, that from the Beginning o(

the Vifitation to the End, there was not lefs than

eighteen or twenty of them kill'd, or fo wounded
as to be taken up for Dead^ which was fuppos'd

to be done by the People in the infected Houfes
which were mut up, and where they attempted

%o come out, and were oppos'd.

Nor indeed cou'd lefs be expected, for here

were fo many Prifons in the Town, as there were

Houfes fhut up ; and as the People fhut up or im~
prifon'd fo, were guilty

t
of no Crime, only fhut

up becaufe miferable, it was really the more in-

tollerabie to them.

It had alfo this Difference ; that every Prifbn,

as we may call it, had but one Jailor; and as he

had the whole Houfe to Guard, and that many
Houfes were fo fituated, as that they had feveral

Ways out, fome more, fome lefs, and fome into

feveral Streets ; it was impoffible for one Man fo

to Guard alji the Paffages, as to prevent the efcape

of People, made defperate by the fright of their

Circumftances, by the Refentment of their ufage,

or by the raging of the Diftemper itfelf-, fo that

they would talk to the Watchman on one Side of
the Houfe, while the Family made their efcape

at another.

For example, in Coleman-ftreet^ there are abun-

dance of Alleys, as appears ftill ; a Houfe was fhut

up in that they call Whites-Alley\ and this Houfe
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court*

which had a Paffage into Bell-Alley ; a Watchman
was fet by the Conflable, at the Door of this

Houfe, and there he flood, or his Comrade, Night
and Day, while the Family went all away in the

Evening, out at that Window into the Court,

and left the poor Fellows warding, and watching*,

for near a Fortnight,

Not
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Not far from the Tame Place, they blow'd up a
Watchman with Gun-powder, and burnt the poor
Fellow dreadfully, and while he made heidious

Cries, and no Body would venture to come near

to help him ; the whole Family that were able to

ftir, got out at the Windows one Story high ; two
that were left Sick, calling out for Help ; Care
was taken to give them Nurfes to look after them,
but the Perfons fled were never found, till after

the Plague was abated they return'd, but as no-
thing could be prov'd, fo nothing could be done
to them.

It is to be confider'd too, that as thefe were Pri-

fons without Bars and Bolts, which our common
Prifons are furnifh'd with, fo the People let them-
felves down out of theirWindows, even in the Face
of the Watchman, bringing Swords or Piftols in

their Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to

ihoot him, if he ftir'd or call'd for Help.
In other Cafes, fome had Gardens, and Walls,

or Pales between them and their Neighbours ; or

Yards, and Back-Houfes ; and thefe by Friend-

fhip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over

thofe Walls or Pales, and fo go out at their

Neighbour's Doors ; or by giving Money to their

Servants, get them, to let them thro' in the Night);

fo that in fhort, the {hutting up of Houfes, was
in no wife to be depended upon; neither did it

anfwer the End at all ; ferving more to make the

People defperate, and drive them to fuch Extre-

mities, as that, they would break out at all Ad-
ventures.

And that which was ftill worfe, thofe that did

thus break out, fpread the Infection farther by their

wandring about with the Diflemper upon them,

in their defperate Circumftances, than they would
otherwife have done ; for whoever confiders all the

Particulars in fuch Cafes nauft acknowledge; and we
can-
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cannot doubt but the Severity of thofe Confine-

ments made many People dtfperate ; and made
them run out of their Houfes at all Hazards, and

with the Plague vifibly upon them, not knowing
either whither to go, or what to do, or, indeed,

what they did \ and many that did fo, were driven

to dreadful Exigences and Extremities, and peri fh'd

in the Streets or Fields for meer Want, or drop'd

down, by the raging Violence of the Fever upon
them : Others wandred into the Country, and went

forward any Way, as their Defperation guided

them, not knowing whether they went or would

go, till faint and tir'd, and not getting any Re-

lief ; the Houfes and Villages on the Road refufing

to admit them to lodge, whether infected or no -

9

they have perifh'd by the Road Side, or gotten

into Barns and dy'd there, none daring to come
to them, or relieve them, tho* perhaps not infected,

for no Body would believe them. „

On the other hand, when the Plague at firfl

feiz'd a Family, that is to fay, when any one Eody
of the Family had gone out, and unwarily or other-

wife catch'd the Diftemper and brought it Home,
it was certainly known by the Family, before it

was known to the Officers, who, as you will fee

by the Order, were appointed to examine into the

Circumftances of all fick Perfons, when they heard

of their being fick.

In this Interval, between their being taken fick,

and the Examiners coming, the Mailer of the

Houfe had Leifure and Liberty to remove himfelf,

or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and

many did fo : But the great DifaPter was, that

many^iid thus, after they were really infected them-

felves, and fo carry'd the Difeafe into the Houfes
of thofe who were fo hofpitable as to receive

them, which it muft be confefs'd was very cruel

and ungrateful.

F And
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And this was, in part, the Reafon of the general

Notion, or §candal rather, which went about of

the Temper of People infected •, namely, that they

did not tike the leaft Care, or make any Scruple of

infecting others •, tho' I cane.ot fay, but there

might be ibme Truth in it too, but not fo general

as was reported. What natural Reafon could be

given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when
they might conclude themfelves juft going to ap-

pear at the Bar of Divine Jullice, I know not :

I am very well iatisfy'd, that it cannot be recon-

ciled to Religion and Principle, any more than it

can be to- Generofity and Humanity j but I may
fpjak of that again.

I am fpeaking now of People made defperate,

by the Apprehenfions of their being fhut up, and

their breaking out by Stratagem or Force, either

before or after they were fhut up, whofe Mifery

was not leffcned, when they were out, but facily

encreafed : On the other hand, many that thus

got away, had Retreats to go to, and other Houfes,

where they locked themfelves up, and
;

kept hid

till the Plague was over ; and many Families,

forefeeing the Approach of the Diftemper, laid

up Stores of Provifions, fufficient for their whole

Families, and fhut themfelves up, and that fo en-

tirely, that they were neither feen or heard of, till

the Infection was quite ceafed, and then came a-

broad found and well. I might recollect feverai

fuch as thefe, and give you the Particulars of their

Management •, for, doubtlefs, it was the mofl ef-

fectual fecure Step that cou'd be taken for fuch,

whofe C i reumfiances would not admit them to re-

move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for

the Cafe •, for, in being thus (hut up, they were as

if they had been a hundred Miles off: Nor do I

remember, that any one of thofe Families mifcar-

ry'd ; among thefe, feverai Dutch Merchants were

particu-
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particularly remarkable, who kept their Houfes

like little Garrifons befieged, fuffering none to go

in or our, or come near them ; particularly one in

a Court in Throckmorton Street, whcfe Houfe looked

into Drapers Garden.

But I come back to the Cafe of Families infect-

ed, and fhut up by the Magiftrares ; the Mifery

of thofe Families is not to be exprefs'd, and it was

generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the moil

difmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People

terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight

of the Condition of their dearefc Relations, and by

the Terror of being imprifoncd as they were.

I remember, and while I am writing this Story,

I think I hear the very Sound of it : A certain

Lady had an only Daughter, a young Maiden about

nineteen Years old, and who was pofTerTed of a

very confiderable Fortune •, they were only Lodg-
ers in the Houfe where they were : The young
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been

abroad on fome Occafion, I do not remember what,

for the Houfe was not fhut up ; but about two
Hours after they came home, the young Lady
complained fhe was not well ; in a Quarter of an

Hour more (lie vomited, and had a violent Pain

in her Head. Pray God, fays her Mother, in a

terrible Fright, my Child has not the Diftemper !

The Pain in her Head increafins;, her Mother or-

dered the Bed to be warm'd, and refolv'd to put

her to Bed 5 and prepared to give her Things to

fweat, which was the ordinary Remedy to be

taken, when the fir ft Apprehenfions of the Di£
tempar began.

While the Bed was airing, the Mother tandref-

fed the young Woman, and juft as (he was laid

down in the Bed, fhe looking upon her Body with

a Candle, immediately difcovered the fatal To-
kens on the Infide. of Jier Thighs, Her Mother,

F z not
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not being able to contain herfelf, threw dowi
her Candle, and fcreeck'd out in fuch a frightful

Manner, that it was enough to place Horror upon
the ftouteft Heart in the World •, nor was it one

Skream, or one Cry, but the Fright having feiz'd

her Spirits, flie fainted firft, then recovered, then
ran all over the Houfe, up the Stairs and down the

Stain, like one diftra&ed, and indeed really was

diflracled, and continued fkreeching, and crying

cut for feveral Hours void of all Senfe, or, at leaft,

Government of her Senfes, and, as 1 was told, ne-

ver came thoroughly to herfelf again : As to the

young Maiden, fhe was a dead Corpfe from that

Moment ; for the Gangreen, which occafions the

Spots, had fpread her whole Body, and fhe died

in lefs than two Hours : But ftill the Mother
continued crying out, not knowing any Thing
more of her Child, feveral Hours after fhe was

dead. It is fo long ago, that I am not certain,

but I think the Mother never recovered, but died

in two or three Weeks after.

This was an extraordinary Cafe, and I am there-

fore the more particular in it, becaufe I came fo

much tq the Knowledge of it •, but there were in-

numerable fuch like Cafes •, and it was feldom,

that the Weekly Bill came in, but there were

two or three put in frighted, that is, that may well

be called, frighted to Death : But befides thofe,

who were fo frighted as to die upon ihe Spot, there

were great Numbers frighted to other Extreams,

fome frighted out of their Senfes, fome out of their

Memory, and fome out of their Underftanding :

But I return to the fhutting up of Houfes.

As feveral People, 1 fay, got out of their Houfes
by Stratagem, after they were fhut up, fo ethers

got out by bribing the Watchmen, and giving

them Money to let them go privately out in the

Night. I muft confefs, I thought it at that time,

the
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the mcfl innocent Corruption, or Bribery, that any

Man could be guilty of; and therefore could not

but pity the poor Men, and think it was hard when
three of thofe Watchmen were publickly whipt thro'

the Streets, for fuffering People to go out of Houfes

fhut up.

But notwithstanding that Severity, Money pre-

vails with the poor Men, and many Families

found Means to make Salleys out, and efcape that

way after they had been fhut up : but theie were

generally fuch as had fome Places to retire to ; and
tho' there was no eafy palling the Roads any whi-

ther, after the firft of Auguft, yet there were rmny
Ways of Retreat, and particularly, as I hinted, fome
got Tents and fet them up in the Fields, carrying

Beds, or Straw to lie on, and Provifions to eat, and

fo liv'd in them as Hermits in a Cell •, for no Body
would venture to come near them ; and feveral

Stories were told of fuch ; fome comical, fome tra-

gical, fome who liv'd like wandring Pilgrims in

the Defarts, and efcaped by making themfelves

Exiles in fuch a Manner as is fcarce to be credited,

and who yet enjoyed more Liberty than was to be

expected in fuch cafes.

I have by me a Story of two Brothers and their

Kinfman, who being fingle Men, but that had
ftay'd in the City too long to get away, and
indeed, not knowing where to go to have any Re-
treat, nor having wherewith to travel far, took

a Courfe for their own Prefervation, which tho*

in it felf at firft, defperate, yet was fo natural,

that it may be wondred, that no more did fo ac

that Time. They were but of mean Condition,

and yet not fo very poor, as that they could not

furnifh themfelves with fome little Convenien-

ces, fuch as might ferve to keep Life and Soul

together \ and finding the Diftemper increafing

F 3 in
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in a terrible manner, they lefolved to fhift as well

as they could, and to be; gone.

Out: of them had been a Soldier in the late Wars,
and before that in the Low Countries, and having

been bred to no particular Employment but his

Arms; and befides, being wounded, and not able to

work very hard, had for fome Time been employ 'd

at a Baker's of Sea-Bifket in Wapping.

The Brother of this Man was a Seaman too, but

fome how or other, had been hurt of one Leg, that

he could not go to Sea, but had work'd for his Liv-

ing at a Sail Maker's in Wappivg, or thereabouts \

and being a goud Hufband, had laid up fome Mo*
ncy, and was the richeft of the three.

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by

Trade, a handy Ft How •, and he had no Wealth,

but his Box, or Bafket of Tools, with the help of

which he could at any Time get his Living, fuch a

Time as this excepted, wherever he went, and he

liv'd nrar ShadweL

They a :

l liv'd in Stepney Parifh, which, as I have

laid, being the laft that was infected, or at lead vi-

olently, they fcay'd there till they evidently faw

the Pi ague was abating at the Weft Part of

the Town, and coming towards the Eaft where they

liv'd.

The Story of thofe three Men, if the Reader

will be content to have me give it in their own
Perfons, without taking upon me to either vouch

the Particulars, or anfwer for any Miftakes, I mail

give as diftinctly as I can, believing the Hiftory

will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to

follow, in cafe the like publick Defolation mould
happen here ; and if there may be fuch Occafion,

which God of his infinite Mercy grant us, ftiJl the

Story may have its Ufes fo many ways as that it will,

I hope, never be faid, that the relating has been un-

provable.

1%
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I fay all this previous to the HHlory, having yet,

for the prefent, much more to fay before I quit my
own Parr.

I went all the firft Part of the Time freely about

the Street?, tho' not fo fredy as to run myfelf

into apparent Danger, except when they dug the

great Pit in the Church-Yard of our Parifh of Al-

gate •, a terrible Pit it was, and I could not re lift

my Curiofity to go and fee it \ as near as I may
judge, it was about 40 Foot in Length, and about

15 or 16 Foot broad •, and at the Time I firft look-

ed at it, about nine Foot deep; but it was faid,

they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one

Part of it, till they could go no deeper for the Wa-
ter : for they had, it feems, dug feveral large Pits

before this ; for tho' the Plague was long a com-
ing to our Parifh, yet when it did come, there was

no Parifh in or about London, where it raged with

fuch Violence as in the two Parifhes of Algate and

White Chapel,

I fay they had dug feveral Pits in another Ground,
when the Diftemper began to fprea J in our Parifh,

and especially when the Dead-Carts began to go
about, which was not, in our Parifh, till the be-

ginning of Anguft. Into thefe Pits they had put

perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they made
larger Holes, wherein they buried all that the

Cart brought in a Week, which by the middle, to

the End of Auguji, came to, from 200 to 400 a

Week ; and they could not well dig them larger,

becaufe cf the Order of the Magiftrates, confining

them to leave no Bodies within fix Foot of the

Surface; and the Water coming on., at about 17
or 18 Foot, they could not well, I fay, put more
in one Pit \ but now, at the Beginning of September,

the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and thQ

Number of Burials in our Parifh increafing to more
£han was ever buried in any Parifh about London,

F4 of
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of no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful Gulph
to be dug •, for fuch it was rather than a Pit.

They had fuppofed this Pit would have fup-

ply'd them for a Month or more, when they dug
it, and fome blam'd the Church-Wardens for fuf-

fering fuch a frightful Thing, telling them they

were making Preparations to bury the whole Pa-

rifh, and the like; but Time made it appear, the

Church-Wardens knew the Condition of the Parifh

better than they did ; for the Pit being finifhed the

4th of September, I think, they began to bury in it

the 6th, and by the 20th, which was juft two Weeks,
they had thrown into it 11 14 Bodies, when they

were obliged to fill it up, the Bodies being then

come to lie within fix Foot of the Surface : I doubt

not but there may be fbme an dent Perfons alive in

the Parifh, who can juftify the Fact of this, and are

able to fhew even in what Place cf the Church-

Yard the Pit lay, better than I can •, the Mark
of it alfo was many Years to be {ttn in the Church-

Yard on the Surface lying in Length, parallel with

the Paffage which goes by the Weft-Wall of the

Church-yard, out of Houndfditch, and turns Eaft

again into White Cbappel, coming out near the three

/Nuns Inn.

It was about the 10th of September, that my Cu-
riofity hd, or rather drove me to go and fee this Pit

again, when there had been near 400 People buried

in it , and I was not content to iee it in the Day-

time, as I had done before ; for then there would

have been nothing to have been feen but the loofe

Earth •, for all the Bodies that were thrown in, were

immediately covered with Earth, by thofe they call'd

the Burye.s, which at other Times were call'd Bear-

ers •, but I refolv'd to go in the Night and fee fome

of them thrown in.

There was a ftrift Order to prevent People com-

ing to thofe Pits, and that was only to prevent

Infection: But after fome Time, that Order was

more
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more neceflary, for People that were infected, and

near their End, and delirious alfo, would run ro

thofe Pits wrapt in Blankets, or Rug3, and throw

themfelves in, and, as they faid, bury thjpnfelves : I

cannot fay, that the Officers fuffered any willingly

to lie there : but I have heard, that in a great

Pit in Finsbury, in the Pariih of Crippkgate, Xt lying

open then to the Fields, for it was not then wall'd

abour, came and threw themfelves in, and ex-

pired there, before they threw any Earth upon
them-, and that when they came to bury other?,

and found them there, they were quite dead, tho'

not cold.

This may ferve a little to defcribe the dreadful

Condition of that Day, tho' it is impoiTibie to fay

any Thing that is able to give a true Idea of it to

thofe who did not fee it, other than this ; that it

was indeed very, very, very dreadful, and fuch as no
Tongue can exprefs.

I got Admittance into the Church-Yard by being

acquainted with the Sexton who attended, who
tho' he did not refufe me at all, yet earneftly per-

fwaded me not to go ; telling me very ferioufly,

for he was a good religious and fenfible Man, that

it was, indeed, their Bufinefs and Duty to venture,

and to run all Hazards-, and that in it they might
hope to be preferv'd •, but that I had no apparent

Call to it, but my own Curiofity, which, he faid,

he believ'd I would not pretend, was fufficient to

juflify my running that Hazard. I told him I had
been prefs'd in my Mind to go, and that perhaps

it might be an Inftru&ing Sight, that might not

be without its Ufes. Nay, fays the good Man,
if you will venture upon that Score, 'Name of God
go in ; for, depend upon it, 'twill be a Sermon to

you, it may be, the belt that ever you heard in

your Life. 'Tis a fpeaking Sight, fays he, and
has a Voice with it, and a loud one, to call us all

to Repentance ; and with that be opened the Door
and faid. Go, if you will His
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His Difcourfe had (hock'd my Refolution a lit-

tle, and I flood wavering for a good while, but

juft a* that Interval I faw two Links come over

from the end of the Minories, and heard the Bell-

man, and then appeared a Dead-Cart, as they calVd

it, coming over the Streets •, fo I could no long-

er refill my Defire of feeing it, and went in :

There was no Body, as I could perceive at firft,

in the Church-Yard, or going inro it, but the

Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart,

or rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when
they came up to the Pit, they faw a Man go
to and again, mufled up in a brown Cloak, and

making Motions with his Hands, under his

Cloak, as if he was in a great Agony •, and the Bu-

riers immediately gathered about him, fjppofing

he was one of thoie poor delirious, or defperate

Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have faid, to

bury themfelves ; he faid nothing as he walk'd

about, but two or three times groaned very deeply,

and loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart.

When the Buryers came up to him they loon found

he was neither a Perfon infected and defperate, as

I have obfrrved above, or a Perfon diftemper-

ed in Mind, but one opprefs'd with a dread-

ful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wife and

feveral of his Children, all in the Cart, that was

juft come in with him, and he followed in an Ago-

ny and Excefs of Sorrow. He mourned heartily, as

it was eafy to fee, but with a kind of Mafculine

Grief, that coif d not give it felf Vent by Tears ;

and calmly defiling the Buriers to let him alone,

faid he would only fee the Bodies thrown in, and

go away, fo they left importuning him •, but no foon-

er was the Carl turned round, and the Bodies fbot

into the Pit promifcuoufly, which was a Surprize to

him, for he at lead expected they would have been

decently laid in, tho' indeed he was afterwards

con-
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convinced that was impracticable ; I fay, no fooner

did he fee the Sight, but he cry'd out aloud, un-

able to contain himfelf; I could not hear what

he faid, but he went backward two or three Seeps,

and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him

and took him up, and in a little While he carrae to

himfelf, and [hey led him away to the Pye-^avirn

over-againft the End of Hound/ditch^ where, it feems,

the Man was known, and where they took care of

him. He look'd into the Pit again, as he went a-

way, but the Buriers had covered the Bodies fo im-

mediately with throwing in Eartn, that tho' there

was Light enough, for there were Lmtherns and

Candles in them, plac'd all Night round the Sides

of rhe Pif, upon the Heaps of Earth, leven or

eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be

fecn.

This was a mournful Scene indeed, and affected

me almoft as much as the reft ; but the other was

awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix-

teen or ieventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up in

Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome little other than

naked, or fo loofe, that what Covering they had,

fell from them, in the mooting out of the Cart,

and they fell quite naked among the reft ; but the

Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency

much to any one clfe, feeing they were all dead,

and were to be huddled together into the com-
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here

was no Difference made, but Poor and Rich went

together ; there was no other way of Burials, nei-

ther was it poffible there mould, for Coffins were

not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell

in fuch a Calamity as this.

It was reported by way of Scandal upon the Bu-
riers, that if any Corpfe was delivered to them,
decently wound up, as we call'd it then, in a Wind-
ing Sheet ty'd over the Head and Feet, which

fome
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iome did, and which was generally of good Linen ;

I fay, it was reported, that the Buriers were fo

wicked as to (trip them in the Carr, and carry

them quite naked to the Ground : But as I can not

eafily credit any thing fo vile among Chriftians,

and at a Time fo fill'd with Terrors, as that was,

I can only relate it and leave it undetermined.

Innumerable Stories alfo went about of the cruel

Behaviours and Practifes of Nurfes, who tended the

Sick, a.nd of their haftening on the Fate of thofe

they tended in their Sicknefs : But I fhall fay more
of this in its Place.

I was indeed fhock'd with this Sight ; it almoft

overwhelm'd me, and I went away with my Heart
moft articled and full of the afflicting Thoughts,
iuch as I cannot describe \ juft at my going out of

the Church, and turning up the Street towards my
own Houfe, I law anotner Cart with Links, and

a Bellman going before, coming out of Harrow-
Alley, in the Butcher-Row, on the other Side of the

Way, and being, as I perceived, very full of dead
Bodies, it went directly over the Street alfo toward

the Church : I flood a while, but I had no Sto-

mach to go back again to fee the fame difmal

Scene over again, fo I went directly Home, where

I could not but confide* with Thankfulnefs, the

Rifque I had run, believing I had gotten no In-

jury ; as indeed I had not.

Here the poor unhappy Gentleman's Grief came
into my Head again, and indeed I could not but

fhed Tears in the Reflection upon it, perhaps more
than he did himfelf ; but his Cafe lay fo heavy

upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my
felt, but that I mud go out again into the Street,

and go to the Pye-Tavern, refolving to enquire

what became of him.

It was by this Time One a-Clock in the Morn-
ing, and vet the Dcor Gentleman was there •, the

Truth
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Truth was, the People of the Houfe knowing him,

had entertain'd him, and kept him there all the

Night, notwithstanding the Danger of being infect-

ed, by him, tho' it appeared the Man was perfectly

found himfeif.

It is with Regret, that I take Notice of this

Tavern •> the People were civil, mannerly, and an

obliging Sort of Folks enough, and had till this

Time kept their Houfe open, and their Trade go-

ing on, tho' not fo very publickly as formerly ; but

there was a dreadful Sec of Fellows that ufed their

Houfe, and who in the middle of all this Horror

met there every Night, behaved with all the re-

velling and roaring Extravagances, as is ufual for

fuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to

fuch an ofTenfive Degree, that the very Matter and

Miftrefs of the Houfe grew firft afham'd and then

terrify'd at them.

They fat generally in a Room next the Street ;

and as they always kept late Hours, fo when the

Dead- Cart came crofs the Street End to go into

Hounds-ditch, which was in View of the Tavern
Windows, they would frequenrly open the Win-
dows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look oik

at them ; and as they might often hear fad Lamen-
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win-
dows, as the Carts went along, they would make
their impudent Mocks and Jeers at them, efpecially

if they heard the poor People call upon God to have

Mercy upon them, as many would do atthofe Times
in their ordinary palling along the Streets.

Thtfe Gentlemen being (bmething difturb*d with

the Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into

the Houfe, as above, were firft angry, and very

high with the Mafter of the Houfe, for fuffering

fuch a Fellow, as they called him, to be brought

out of the Grave into their Houfe ; but being an-

fwered, that the Man was a Neighbour, and that

he
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he was found, but overwhelmed with the Calamity

of his Family, and the like, they mined their An-
ger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for his

Wife and Children ; taunted him with want of Cou-

rage to leap into the great Pit, and go to Heaven,

as they jeeringfy expreffed it, along with them-, add-

ing fome very profane, and even blafphemous Ex-

preffions.

They were at this vile Work when I came back

ro the Houfe, and as far as I could fee, tho' the

Man fat ftili, mute and difconfolate, and their Af-

fronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he wa^> both

grieved and offended at their Difcourfe : Upon this,

] gently reproved them, being well enough ac-

quainted with their Characters, and not unknown
in Perfon to two of them.

They immediately fell upon me with ill Language
and Oaths •, afk'd me what I did out of my Grave,

at fuch a Time when fo many hemfter Men were

carried into the Church-Yard ? and why I was not

at Home faying my Prayers, againft the Dead -Cart
came for me ? and the like.

I was indeed aflonifhed at the Impudence of the

Men, tho' not at all difcompofed at their Treat-

ment of me ; however I kept my Temper ; I told

them, that tho' I defy'd them, or any Man in the

World, to tax me with any DiJhonefiy\ yet I acknow-
ledge that in this terrible Judgment of God, many
better than I were fwept away, and carried to

theirGrave : But to anfwer their Queflion directly,

the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferved by
that great God, whofe Name they had blafphem-

ed and taken in vain, by curling and fwearing in a

dreadful Manner; and that I believed I was pre-

ferved in particular, among other Ends of his

Goodnefjy that I might reprove them for their au-

dacious Boldnefs, in behaving in fuch a Manner, and

in fuch an awful Time as chis was, efpecially, for

their
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their Jeering and Mocking at an honeft Gentleman,

and a Neighbour, for fome of them knew him, who
they faw was overwhelmed with Sorrow, for the

Breaches which it had pleafed God to make upon
his Family.

I cannot call exactly to Mind the heliifh abomi-

nable Raillery, which was the Return they made to

that Talk of mine, being provoked, it feems, that

I was not at all afraid to be free with them ; nor, if

I could remember, would I fili my Account with

any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curies, and

vile Expreflions, fuch as, at that time of the Day,

even the worn: and ordinarieft People in the Street

would not ufe •, (for except fuch hardened Creatures

as thefe, the moll: wicked Wretches that could be

found, had at that Time fome Terror upon their

Minds of the Hand of that Power which could thus,

in a Moment, deftroy :hem.)

But that which was the worft in all their devil-

lifh Language was, that they were not afraid to

blafpheme God, and talk Atheiflically ; making a

Jeft ac my calling the Plague the Hand of God,
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment,

. as if the Providence of God had no Concern in the

inflicting fuch a defolating Stroke-, and that the

People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts

carrying away the dead Bodies, was all enthufia-

ftick, abfurd, and impertinent.

I made them fome Reply, fuch as I thought pro-

per, but which I found was fo far from putting

a Checque to their horrid way of fpeaking, that it

made them rail the more ; fo that I confels it filled

me with Horror, and a kind of Rage, and I came
away, as I told them, left the Hand of that Judg-
ment which had vifited the whole City mould glo-

rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were

near them.

They



So ^HISTOR Y of

They received all Reproof with the utmoft Con-

tempt, and made the greateft Mockery that was pof-

fible far ihem to do at me, giving me all the oppro-

brious iniblcnt Scoffs that they could think of for

preaching to them, as they called it% which indeed

grieved me, rather than angered me •, and I went a-

way biefling God, however, in my Mind, that I had

not fpared them, trio' they had infulted me fo much.

They continued this wretched Courfc three or

four Days afrer this, continually mocking and jeer-

ing at all that (hewed ihemfelves religious, or feri-

ous, or that were any way touched with the Senfeof

the terrible Judgment of God upon us, and I was

informed they flouted in the fame manner, at the

good People, who, notwithstanding the Contagion,

met at the Church, faded, and prayed to God to re-

move his Hand from them.

I fay, they continued this dreadful Courfe three or

four Days, I think it was n$ more, when one of them,

particularly he who afk'd the poor Gentleman what

he did out of his Grave ? was If ruck from Heaven
with the Plague, and died in a mod deplorable

Manner •, and in a word they were every one of

them carried into the great Pit, which I have men-
tioned above, before it was quite filled up, which

was not above a Fortnight or thereabout.

Thefe Men were guilty of many Extravagances,

fuch as one would think, Human Nature fhould

have trembled at the Thoughts of, at fuch a Time
of general Terror, as was then upon us * and parti-

cularly fcoffing and mocking at every thing which

they happened to fee, that was religious among
the People, efpecially at their thronging zealoufly

to the Place of publick Worfhip, to implore Mercy
from Heaven in fuch a Time of Diftrefs •, and this

Tavern, where they held their Club, being within

View of the Church Door, they had the more par-

ticular Occafion for their Atheiftical profane Minn,
Bus
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But this began to abate a little with them before,

the Accident, which I have related, happened •, for

the Infection increafed fo violently, at this Pare of

the Town now, that People began to be afraid to

come to the Church, at lead fuch Numbers did not

refort thither as was ufual •, many of the Clergymen
likewife were dead, and others gone into the Coun-
try ; for it really required a fteady Courage, and a

ftrong Faith, for a Man not only to venture being

in Town at fuch a Time as this, but likewife to ven-

ture to come to Church and perform the Office of a

Minifter to a Congregation, of whom he had Reafon

to believe many of them were actually infected with

the Plague, and to do this every Day, or twice a

Day, as in fome Places was done.

It is true, the People fhew'd an extraordinary Zeal

in thefe religious Exercifes, and as the Church Doors

were always open, People would go in fingle at all

Times, whether the Minifter was officiating or no,

and locking themfelves into feparate Pews, would be

praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion.

Others aflfembled at Meeting Houfes, every one as

their different Opinions in fuch Things guided, but all

were promifcuoufly the Subject of thefe Mens Drol-

lery, efpecially at the Beginning of the Vifitation.

Itfeems they had been check'dfor their openinfult-

ing Religion in this Manner, by feveral good People

of every Perfuafion, and that, and the violent raging

of the Infection, I fuppofe, was the Occafion that

they had abated much of their Rudenefs for fome
time before, and were only rous'd by the Spirit of Ri-

baldry and Atheifm at the Clamour which was made,
when the Gentleman was firft brought in there, and,

perhaps, were agitated by the fame Devil, when I

took upon me to reprove them ; tho' I did it at firft

with all the Calmnefs, Temper, and good Manners
that I could, which, for a while, they infulted me
the more for, thinking it had been in fear of their

Refentment, tho* afterwards they found the contrary.

G I went
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I went Home, indeed, griev'd and afflicted in my

Mind, at the abominable Wickednefs of thofe Men,
not doubting, however, that they would be made
dreadful Examp'es of God's Juflice ; for I look'd up-

on this difmal Time to be a particular Seafon of Divine

Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occaiion,

fir.gle out the proper Objects of his Difpleafure, in a

more efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano-

ther Time ; and that, tho' I did believe that many good

People would, and did, fall in thecommon Calamity,

and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the eter-

nal State of any one, by their being diftinguihVd in

fuch a Time of general DeftrucYion, neither oneWay
or other •, yet, I lay, it could not but feem reafonablc

to believe, that God would not think fit to fpare by

his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that fhould

infult his Name and Iking, defy his Vengeance, and

mock at his Worfhip and Wormipers, at fuch a Time

;

no not tho' his Mercy had thought fit to bear with,

and fpare them at other Times : That this was a Day
of Vifitation -, a Day of God's Anger j and thofe

"Words came into my Thought, Jer. v. ix. Shall I
not vifit for thefe things , faith the Lord, andJhall not

my Soul be avenged offuch a nation as this ?

Thcfe Things, I fay, lay upon my Mind ; and I

went home very much griev'd and opprefs'd with the

Horror of theie Mens Wickednefs, and to think that

any thing cou'd be fo vile, fo harden'd, and fo noto-

riously wicked, as to infult God and his Servants,

and his Wcrfhip, in fuch a Manner, and at fuch a

Time as this was^ when he had, as it were, his Sword
drawn in his Hand, on purpofe to take Vengeance,

not on them only, but on the whole Nation.

I had, indeed, been in fome Paffion, at firft, with

them, tho' it was really raifed, not by any Affront

they had offered me perfonally, but by the Horror
their blafpheming Tongues fill'd me wiih-, however,

I was doubtful in my Thoughts, whether the Refent-

ment I retained was not all upon my own private Ac-
count,
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count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan-
.

guage too, I mean perfonally ; but after fomePaufe,

and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, I re-

tir'd my felf, as foon as I came home, for I flepc

notthatNight, and, giving God mod humblcThanks

For my Prefervation in the eminent Danger I had

been in, I fet my Mind fcrioufly, and with theutmoft

Earneftnefs, to pray for thofe defperate Wretches,

that God would pardon them, open their Eyes, and

effectually humble them.

By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray

for thofe who defpitefully ufed me, but I fully try'd

my own Heart, to my full Satisfaction \ that it was not

fiJl'd with any Spirit of Refentment as they had of-

fended me in particular ; and I humbly recommend
the Method to all thofe that would know, or be cer-

tain, how to diftinguifh between their real Zeal for

the Honour of God, and the Effects of their private

Paflions and Refentment.

But I muft go back here to the particular Incidents

which occur to my Thoughts of the Time of the Vi-

fitation, and particularly to the Time of their fhut-

ting up Houfes,in the fir ft Part of their Sicknefs •, for

before the Sicknefs was come to its Height* People

had more Room to make their Qbfervations, than,

they had afterward : But when it was in the Extre-

mity, there was no fuch Thing as Communication
with one another, as before.

During the (hutting up of Houfes, as I have faid,

fome Violence was offered to the Watchmen ; as to

Soldiers, there were none to be found ; the few Guards
which the Kins; then had,which were nothing like the

Number entertain'd fince, were difpers'd, either at

Oxford with the Court, or in Quarters in the remoter

Parts of the Country % fmal! Detachments excepted,

who did Duty at the Tower, and at Whitehall,

and thefe but very few ; neither am I pofitive, that

there was any other Guard at the Tower, than the

Warders, as they cali'd them, who ftand at the

G 2 Gate
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Gate with Gowns and Caps, the fame as the Yeomen
of the Guard ; except the ordinary Gunners, who
were 24, and the Officers appointed to look after the

Magazine, who werecall'd Armourers : as toTrain'd

Bands, there was no PofTibility of raifing any, neither

if the Lieutenancy, either of London or Middle/ex, had

ordered the Drums to beat for the Militia, would

any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn toge-

ther, whatever Rifque they had run.

This made theWatchmen be the lefs regarded, and,

perhaps, occafioned the greater Violence to be ufed

againlt them ; I mention it on this Score, to obfervc

that the fetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in,

was (iftof all) not effectual, but that the People

broke oiu, whether by Forceor by Stratagem, evenal-

moft as often as they pleas'd : And (2d) that thofethat

did thus break out, were generally People infected,

who, in their Defparation, running about from one

Place to another, valued not who they injur'd, and

which perhaps, as I have faid, might give birth to

Report, that it was natural to the infected People to

defire to infect: others ; which Report was really falfe.

And I know it fo well, and in fomany feveral Cafes,

that 1 could give feveral Relations of good, pious, and

religious People, who, when they have had the Dif-

temper, have been fo far from being forward to infect

others, that they have forbid their own Family to

come near them, in hopes of their being preferved 5

and have even died without feeing their neareft Re-

lations, left they mould be inftrumental to give them
the Diitemper, and infect or endanger them : If then

there were Cafes wherein the infected People were

carekfs of the Injury they did to others, this was cer-

tainly one of them, if not the chief, namely, when
People, who had the Diitemper, had broken out from

Houfes which were fo (hut up, and havingbeen driven

to Extremities for Provifion,or for Entertainment, had

endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have be^n

thereby inftrumental involuntarily to infect others who
have been ignorant and unwary, This
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ThisisoneoftheReafonswhy Ibeliev'dthea, and

do believe ftill, that the Ihutting up Houfes thus by

Force,and reft raining 5
or rather imprifoning People in

their own Houfes, as is faid above, was of little or no
Service in the Whole; nay, I am of Opinion, it was

rather hurtful, having forced thofe defperate People

to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, who
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds.

I remember one Citizen, who having thus broken

out of his Houfe in Alder/gate- Street , or thereabout,

went along the Road to IJlington^\t attempted to have

gone in at the Angel-Inn , and after that at the White-

Horfe, two Inns known ftill by the fame Signs, but

was refufed ; after which he came to the Pyed Bul/9
an Inn alfo ftill continuing the fame Sign ; he afked

them for Lodging for one Night only, pretending to

be going into Lincoln/hire^ and alluring thtm of his be-

ing very found, and free from the Infection, which
alfo, at that Time, had not reached much that Way.
They told him they had no Lodging that they could

fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they

could fpare that Bed but for one Night, fome Drovers

being expected the next Day with Cattle ; fo, if he

would accept of that Lodging, he might have ir,

which he did ; fo a Servant was fent up with a Candle

with him, to fhew him the Room ; he was very well

drefb'd, and look'd like a Perfon not ufed to lie in a

Garret, and when he came to the Room he fetch'd a

deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain

in fuch a Lodging as this ; however the Servant allur-

ing him again, that they had no better, Well, fays

he, I muft make fhift •, this is a dreadful Time, but it

is but for one Night ; fo he fat down upon the Bed-*

fide, and bade the Maid, 1 think it was, fetch him up a

Pint of warm Ale ; accordingly the Servant went for

the Ale ; but fome Hurry in the Houfe, which, per-

haps, employed her otherways, put it out of her

Head ; and fhe went up no more to him.

G 3 The
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The next Morning, feeing no Appearance of the

Gentleman, feme Body in the Houfe afked the Ser-

vant that had fhewed him up Stairs, what was be-

come of him ? She (tasted •, Alas, fays fhe, I never

thoLigiu more of him : He bade me carry him fome

warm Ale, but I forgot •, upon which, not the Maid,

but fome ether Ferfon, was fent up to fee after him,

who coming inro the Room found him ftark dead,

and a'moft cold, (Iretch'd out crofs the Bed ; his

Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes open

in a mod frightful Pofture, the Rug of the Bed being

grafped hard in one of his Hands ; fo that it was plain

he died foon after the Maid left him, and 'tis proba-

ble,had (he gone up with the A]e,fhe had found him
dead in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the

Bed. The Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any

one may fuppofe, they having been free from the Di-

ftemper, till that Difafter, which bringing the Infec-

tion ro the Houfe, ipread ic immediately to other

Houfes round about it. I do not remember how ma-

ny died in the Houfe it felf, but I think the Maid
Servant, who went up firft with him, fell prefently

ill by the Fright, and feveral others ; for, whereas

there died but two in Jfiington of the Plague the Week
before, there died 17 the Week after, whereof 14
were of the Plague ; this was in the Week from the

jithof July to the igth.

There was one Shift that fome Families had, and
that not a few, when their Houfes happened to be
infeeled, and thai was this •, The Families, who in

£he firft breaking out of the Biftemper, fled away
into the Country, and had Retreats among their

Friends, generally f und fome or other of their Neigh-
bours or Relations to commit the Charge of thofe

Floufes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like.

Some Houfes were, indeed, entirely lock'd up, the

Doors padlocked, the Windows and Doors having

DealrBoards nail'd over diem, and only thelnfpe&ion
of them commined ro the ordinary Watchmen and
fanm Officers § but thefe were but, few, }t
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It was thought that there were not. lefs than

I oooo Houfes forfaken of the Inhabitants in the

City and Suburbs, including what was in the Out-

Parifhes, and in Surrey, or the Side of the Water

they called Southwark. This was befides the Numbers
of Lodgers, and of particular Perfons who were

fled out of other Families ; fo that in all it was com-
puted that about 200000 People were fled and gone

in all But of this I fhall fpeak again : But I men-
tion it here on this Account, namely, that it was a

Rule with thofewho had thus two Houfes in their

Keeping or Care, that if any Body was taken fick in

a Family, before the Mafter of the Family let the

Examiners or any other Officer know of it, he im-

mediately would lend all the reft of his Family, whe-

ther Children or Servants, as it fell out to be, to fuch

other Houfe which he had fo in Charge, and then

giving Notice of the fick Perfon to the Examiner,

have a Nurfe, orNurfes appointed ; and have ano-

ther Perfon to be fhut up in the Houfe with them
(which many for Money would do) fo to take

Charge of the Houfe, in cafe the Perfon mould die.

This wa> in many Cafes the faving a whole Fa-

mily, who, if they had been fhut up with the fick

Perfon, would inevitably have perifhed : But on the

other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies

of fhutting up Houfes ; for the Apprehenfions and

Terror of being fhut up, made many run away with

the reft of the Family, who, tho* it was not publick-

ly known, and they were not quite fick, had yet

the Diftemper upon them •, and who, by having an

uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig-

ed (till to conceal their Circumftances, or perhaps

not knowing it themfeive?, gave the Diftemper to

others, and fpread the Infection in a dreadful Man-
ner, as I (hall explain farther hereafter.

And here I may be able to make an Obfervation

or two of my own, which may be of ufe hereafter to

thofe, into whofe Hands thefe may come, if they

fhould ever fee the like dreadful Vifitation. {1.) The
G 4 int
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Infection generally came into the Houfes of the Ci-

tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who they

were obliged to fend up and down the Streets for Ne-
ceffaries, that is to fay, for Food, or Phyfick, to Bake-

houfes,Brew-houfes,Shops, &c. and who£oingnecef-

farily thro' the Streets into Shops, Markets, and the

like, it was impofiible but that they fhould, one way
or other, meet with diftempered People, who con-

vey'd the fatal Breath into them, and they brought

it Home to the Families, to which they belonged.

(2.) It was a great Miftake, that fuch a great City

as this had but one Peft-Houfe •, for had there been,

jnftead of one Peft-houfe, viz. beyond Bunhil-Fields%

where, at mod, they could receive, perhaps, 200 or

300 People -, I fay, had there inflead of that one been

kvera'l Peft-houfes, every one able to contain a thou-

iand People without lying two in a*Bed, or two Beds
in a Room •, and had every Mafler of a Family,as foon

as any Servant efpecially, had been taken fick in his

Houfe, been obliged to fend them to the next Peft-

Houfe, if they were willing, as many were, and had
the Examiners done the like among the poor People,

when any had been ftricken with the Infection 5 I

fay, had this been done where the People were wil-

ling (not otherwifc) and the Houfes not been fhut,

I am perfuaded, and was all the While of that Opi-
nion, that not fo many, by feveral Thoufands, had
died ; for it was obferved, and I could give feveral

Inftances. within the Compafs of my own Knowledge,
where a Servant had been taken fick, and the Family
had either Time to fend him out, or retire from
the Houfe, and leave the fick Perfon, as I have faid
above, they had all been preferved ; whereas, when,
upon one or more fickning in a Family, the Houfe
has been fhut up, the whole Family have perifhed,

and the Bearers been obliged to go in to fetch oqt
the Dead Bodies, not being able r.o bring them to

the Door ; and at lafl none left to do ir.

(2.)This put it out of Queilion to me, that the Cala-

mity
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mity was fpread by Infection, that is to fay, by fome
certain Steams, or Fames, which the Phyficians call

Effluvia, by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the

Stench of the Sores of the lick Ferfons, or fome other

way, perhaps, beyond even the Reach of the Phyfi-

cians themfelves, which Effluvia affected the Sound,

who come within certain Diftances of the Sick, im-

mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the faid

found Perfons, putting their Blood into an immediate

Ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree

which it was found they were agitated ; and fo thofe

newly infected Perfons communicated it in the fame

Manner to others ; and thisl fhall give fome Inftan-

ces of, that cannot but convince thofe who ferioufly

confider it ; and I cannot but with fome Wonder,
find fome People, now the Contagion is over, talk of

its being an immediate Stroke from Heaven, without

the Agency of Means, having Commifiion to ftrike

this and that particular Perfon, and none other

;

which I look upon with Contempt, as the Effect of

rnanifeft Ignorance and Enthufiafim ; likewife the

Opinion of others, who talk of Infection being car-

ried on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaft

Numbers of Infects, and invifible Creatures, who en-

ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the

Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moll

acute Poifons, or poifonous Ovse, or Eggs, which

mingle themfelves with the Blood, and fo infect the

Body ; a Difcourfe full of learned Simplicity, and
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience ; but

I fhall fay more to this Cafe in its Order,

I mult here take farther Notice that nothing was
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the

Supine Negligence of the People themfelves, who,
during the long Notice or Warning they had of the

yifitation, made no Provifion for it, by laying

in Store of Provifions, or of other Necefiaries ; by
which they might have liv'd retir'd, and within

their own Houfes, as I have obferved others did,

and
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and who were in a great Meafure preferv'd by that

Caution *, nor were they, after they were a little

hardened to it fo fhye of converfing with one ano-

ther, when actually infected, as they were at flrft,

no tho' they knew it.

I acknowledge I was one of thofe thoughtlefs Ones,

that had made fo little Provition, that my Servants

were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle

by Penny and Half-penny, juft as before it begun,

even t:il my Experience (hewing me the Folly, I

began to be ^ifer lo late, that I had fcarce lime to

ftore my felt fufficient for our common Subiiftence

for a Month.

I had in Family only an ancient Woman, that

managed the Houfe, a Maid -Servant, two Appren-

tices, and my k\(-9 and the Plague beginning to

encreafe about us, I had many fad Thoughts about

what Courie I fhould rake, and how I fhould a j

the many difmal Objects, which happened every-

where as I went about the Street , had fill'd my
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of the Di-

ftemper it felf, which was, indeed, very horrible in

it felf, and in fome more than in others ; the Swellings

which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when

they grew hard, and would not break, grew fo pain-

ful, that it was equal to the mod exquifite Tor-

ture ; and fome notable to bear the Torment threw

themfelves out at Windows, or (hot themfelves, or

otherwife made themfelves away, and I faw leveral

diimal Objects of that Kind : Othen, unable to con-

tain themfelves, vented their Pain by incefTant

Roarings, and fuch loud and lamentable Cries were

to be heard as we walk'd along the Streets, that

would pierce the very Heart to think of, efpecially

when it was to be confidered, that the fame dread-

ful Scourge might be expected every Moment to

fcize upon our felves.

I cannot fay, but that now I began to faint m
rny Refolutions j my Heart faii'd me very much,

and



the PLAGUE. 9 t

and forely I repented of my Rafhnefs : When I had

been out, and met with fuch terrible Things as thefe

I have talked of ; I fay, I repented my Rafhnefs in

venturing to abide in Town : I wifh'd often, that I

had not taken upon me to flay, but had gone away
with my Brother and his Family.

Terrified by thofe frightful Objects, I would retire

Homefometimes, and refolve to go out no more, and

perhaps Iwould keep thpfe Refolutions for fhree or

four Days, which Time I fpent in the moft ferious

Thankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefer-

vation of my Family, and the conflant Confefiion of

my Sins, giving my felf up to God every Day, and
applying to him with Fading, Humiliation, and

Meditation : Such Intervals as I had, I employed in

reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran-
dums of what occurred to me every Day, and out of

which, afterwards, I took moft of this Work, as it

relates to my Qbfervations without Doors : What I

wrote of my Private Meditations I referve for pri-

vate Ufe, and defire it may not be made publick on
any Account whatever.

I alfo wrote other Meditations upon divine Sub-

jects, fuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were

profitable to my felf, but not fit for any other View,
and therefore I fay no more of that.

I had a very good Friend, a Phyfician, whofe

Name was Heath, who I frequently vifited during this

difmalTime, and to whofe Advice I was very much
oblig'd for many Things which he directed me to

take, by way of perventing the Infection when I

went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold

in my Mouth when I was in the Streets ; he alfo

came very often to fee me, and as he was a good
Chriftian, as well as a good Phyfician, his agreeable

Converfation was a very great Support to me in the

worfl of this terrible Time.
It was now the Beginning of Auguft, and the

plague grew very violent and terrible in the Place

where
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where I liv'd, and Dr. Heath coming to vifit me, and

finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets,

earneltJy pcrfwaded me to lock my felf up and my
Family, and not to differ any of us to go out of

Doors 5 to keep all our Windows faft, Shutters and

Curtains clofe, and never to open them ; but firft,

to make a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the

Window, or Door was to be opened, with Rozen and

Pitch, Brimftone, or Gunpowder, and the like; and

we did this for fomeTime : But as I had not laid in

a Store of Provifion for fuch a Retreat, it was impof-

fible that we could keep within Doors entirely ;

however, I attempted, 'tho it was fo very late, to

do fomething towards it; and firft, as I had Conve-

nience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and

bought two Sacks of Meal, and for feveral Weeks,
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread ; aifo I

bought Malt, and brew'd as much Beer as all the

Ofk I had would hold, and which feem'd enough

to ftrvemy Houfe for five or fix Weeks ; alfo I laid in

a Quantity of Salt-butter and Che/hire Cheefe ; but I

had no Flefh-meat, and the Plague raged fo violent-

ly among the Butchers, and Slaughter- Houfes, on

the other Side of our Street, where they are known
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was not advif-

able, fo much as to go over the Street among them.

And here I mull obferve again, that this Neceffi-

ty of going out of our Houfes to buy Provifions, was

in a great Meafure the Ruin of the whole City, for

the People catch'd the Diftemper, on thefe Occa-

fions, one of another, and even the Provifions thero-

felvts were often tainted, at leaft I have great Rea-

fon to believe fo ; and therefore I cannot fay with

Satisfaction what I know is repeated with great Af-

furance, that the Market People, and fuch as brought

Provifions to Town, were never infected : I am cer-

tain, the Butchers ^{White-Chapel^ where thegreateft

Pa-tof the Flefh-meat was killed, were dreadfully

yifited, and that at Jeaft to fuch a Degree, that few

of
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of their Shops were kept open, and thofe that re-

main'd of them, kill'd their Meat at Mile-End and

that Way, and brought it to Market upon Horfes.

However, the poor People cou'd not lay up Pro-

vifions, and there was a Neceflity, that they rauft go
to Market to buy, and others to fend Servants or

their Children ; and as this was a Neceffity which

renew'd itfeif daily, it brought abundance of un-

found People to the Markets, and a great many
that went thither found, brought Death home with

them.

It is true, People us'd ail poflib'e Precaution

;

when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market,

they would not take it of the Butcher's Hand, but

take it off the Hooks themfelves. On the other

Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money,
but have it put into a Pot full of Vinegar, which he

kept for that Purpofe. The Buyer carry'd always

fmall Money to make up any odd Sum, that they

might take no Change. They carry'd Bottles for

Scents and Perfumes in their Hands, and all the

Means that could be us'd, were us'd : But then the

Poor cou'd not do even thefe things, and they went

at all Hazards.

Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day
on this very Account : Sometimes a Man or Wo-
man dropt down dead in the very Markets •, for ma-
ny People that had the Plague upon them, knew no-

thing of it till the inward Gangreen had affected

their Vitals, and they died in a few Moments ;

this caus'd, that many died frequently in that Man-
ner in the Streets fuddenly, without any Warning :

Others perhaps had Time to go to the next Bulk or

Stall ; or to any Door, Porch, and juft fit down and
die, as I have faid before.

Thefe Objects were fo frequent in the Streets,

that when the Plague came to be very raging, on
one Side, there was icarce any palling by the Sireets,

but that fe vera! dead Bodies would be lying here

and
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and there upon the Ground ; on the other hand it is

©bf rvable, that tho\ at firft, the People would flop

as they went along, and call to the Neighbours to come
out on fuch an Occafion ; yet, afterward, no Notice

was taken of them ; but that, if at any Time we
found a Corps lying, go crofs the Way, and not

come near it ; or if in a narrow Lane or Paffage, go
back again, and feek fome other Way to go on the

Bu Griefs we were upon •, and in thofe Cafes, the Corps

was always left, till the Officers had Notice, to come
and take them away ; or till Night, when the Bear-

ers attending the Dead-cart would take them up,

and carry them away : Nor did thofe undaunted

Creatures, who performed thefe Offices, fail to fearch

their Pockets, and fometimes (trip off their Cloaths,

if they were well dreft, as fometimes they were, and
carry off what they could get.

But to return to the Markets \ the Butchers took

that Care, that if any Perfon died in the Market, they

had the Officers always at Pland, to take them up
upon Hand-barrows, and carry them to the next

Church-yard ; and this was fo frequent that fuch

were not entred in the weekly Bill, found dead in the

Streets or Fields, as is the Cafe now ; but they went

into the general Articles of t he great Diftemper.

But now the Fury of the Diftemper encreafed to

fuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very

thinly furnifhed with Provifions, or frequented with

Buyers, compar'd to what they were before; and
the Lord-Mayor caufed the Country-People who
brought Provifions, to be ftop'd in the Streets lead-

ing into the Town, and to fit down there with their

Goods, where they fold what they brought, and
went immediately away ; and this encourag'd the

Country People greatly to do fo, for they fold their

Provifions at the very Entrances into the Town,
and even in the Fields ; as particularly in the Fields

beyond White -ChappeU in Spittie-fields. Note, Thofe

Streets now called Spittle-fields, vjere then indeed open

i Fields \
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Fields •, Alfo in St. George'%-fields in Southward m
Bun-hill-fields ^ and in a great Field, call'd Wood's-

Clofe near IJlington \ thither the Lord-Mayor, Alder-

men, and Magi ftrates, fent their Officers and Ser-

vants to buy for their Families, themfelves keeping

within Doors as much as poffible-, and the like did

many other People ; and after this Method was taken,

the CountryPeopie came with great Chearfulnefs, and

brought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldom got

any Harm ; which, I fuppofe, added alfo to that Re-
port of rheir being miraculoufly preferv'd.

As for my little Family, having thus, as I have

faid, laid in a Score of Bread, Batter, Cheefe, and

Beer, I took my Friend and Phyfician's Advice, and

lock'd myfelf up, and my Family, and refolv'd to

fuffer the Hardfhip of living a few Months without

Flefh-meat, rather than to purchafe it at the hazard

of our Lives.

But tho' I confin'd my Family, I could not prevail

upon my unfatisfied Curiofity to flay within entirely

myfelf; and tho' I generally came frighted and ter-

rified home, yet I cou'd not reftrain ; only that in-

deeed I did not do it fo frequently as at firft.

I 'had fome little Obligations indeed upon me, to

go to my Brother's Houfe, which was in Coleman
9
*-

fireet Parifh, and which he had left to my Care, and

I went at firfl every Day, but afterwards only once

or twice a Week.
In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before

my Eyes, as particularly of Perfons falling dead in

the Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Wo-
men, who in their Agonies would throw open their

Chamber Windows, and cry out in a difmal furprif-

ing Manner ; it is impoffible to defcribe the Variety

of Poftures, in which the Paffions of the poor People
would exprefs themfelves.

Palling thro' Token-Houfe-Tard in Latkbury, of a

fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over my
Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Screetches,

and
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and then cry'd, Oh ! Deaths Death, Death ! in amoft

inimitable Tone, and which ftruck me with Horror

and a Chilnefs, in my very Blood. There was no

Body to be feen in the whole Street, neither did

any other Window open ; for People had no Curio*

fity now in any Cafe •, nor could any Body help one

another •, fo I went on to pafs into Belly-Alley.

Juft in Bell-Alley, on the Right-hand of the Paf-

fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho*

it was not fo directed out at the Window, but the

whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could

hear Women and Children run fcreaming about the

Rooms like diftracted, when a Garret Window open-

ed, and fome body from a Window on the other Side

the Alley, call'd and afk'd, What is the Matter ? up-

on which, from the firft Window it was anfwered,

O Lord, my old Mafier has hang'd himfelf! The other

afked again, Is he quite dead? and the firft anfwer'd,

Ay, ay, quite dead ; quite dead and cold ! This Perfon

was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman and very

rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho' I knew
his Name too, but that would be an Hard (hip to

the Family, which is now flouiifhing again.

But, this is but one; it is fcarce credible what
dreadful Cafes happened in particular Families eve-

ry Day, People in the Rage of the Diftemper, or

in the Torment of their Swellings, which was indeed

intolerable, running out of their own Government,
raving and diftracted, and oftentimes laying vio-

lent Hands upon themfelves, throwing themfelves

out at theirWindow. , (hooting themfelves, &c. Mo-
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna-
cy, fome dying of meer Grief, as a Paflion, fome of

mere Fright and Surprize, without any Infection at

ail ; others frighted into Idiorifm, and foolifh Di-

ffractions, fome intoDefpair and Lunacy ; others in-

to melancholy Madnefs.

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very

violent, and to fome intolerable ; the Phyficians

and
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and Surgeons may be faid to have tortured ma^

ny poor Creatures, even to Death. The Swell-

ings in fome grew hard* and they apply 'd violent

drawing Plaifters* or Poultices, to break them ; and

if thefe did not do, they cue and fcarified them in a

terrible Manner : In fome, thofe Swellings were

made hard, partly by the Force of the Diftemper,

and partly by their being too violently drawn* and

were fo hard* that no Inftrument could cut them,

and then they burnt them with Caufticks, fo that

many died raving mad with the Torment , and

fome in the very Operation, In thefe DiftrefTes,

fome for want of Help to hold them down in their

Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon them-

felves, as above. Some broke out into the Streets,

perhaps naked, and would run direclly down to the

River, if they were not ftopt by the Watchmen, or

other Officers, and plunge themfclves into the Wa-
ter* wherever they found it.

It often piere'd my very Soul to hear the Groans

and Crys of thofe who were thus tormented, but of

the Two, this was counted the mod promifing Par*

ticular in the whole Infection 5 for, if thefe Swellings

could be brought to a Head, and to break and run,

or as the Surgeons call it, to digeft, the Patient ge-

nerally recovered ; whereas thofe, who like the Gen-
llewoman's Daughter, were ft ruck with Death at

the Beginning, and had the Tokens come cut upon
them, often went about indifferent eafy, till a little

before they died, and fome till the Moment they

dropt down, as in Apoplexies and Epilepfies* is

often the Cafe ; fuch would be taken fuddenly very

fick* and would run to a Bench or Bulk, or any con-

venient Place that ofFcr'd itfelf, or to their own
Houfes, if pofiible* as I mentioned before^ and there

fit down, grow faint and die. This kind of dying was

much the fame, as it was with thofe who die of com-
mon Mortifications, who die fwooning, and as it

were, go away in a Dream ; fuch as died thus, had

H very
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very litclcr Notice of their being infected at all, titf

the Gangreen was fpread through their whole Body ;

nor could Phyficians themfelves know certainly hovr

it was with them, till they opened their Breads, or

other Parts of their Body, and law the Tokens.

We had at this Time a great many frightful Sto-

ries told us of Nurfes and Watchmen, who looked

after the dying People, that is to fay ^ hir'd Nurfes,

who attended infe&ed People, ufing them barbarouf-

ly, ftarving them, fmothering them, or by other

wicked JYJeans, haftening their End, that is to fay,

murthering of them : And Watchmen being fet

to guard Houfes that were (hut up, when there has

been but one Pcrfon left, and perhaps, that one ly-

ing fuk, that they have broke in and murthered

that Body, and immediately thrown them out into

the Dead-cart ! and fo they have gone fcarce cold to

the Grave.

I cannot fay, but that fome fuch Murthers were

committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for

it, but died before they could be tried ; and I have

heard that three others, at feveral Time?, were ex-

cufed for Murthers of that kind ; But I muil fay I

believe nothing of its being fo common a Crime, as

fome have finee been plea^'d to fay, nor did it feetn

to be fo rational, where the People were brought fo

low as not to be able to help themfelves, for fuch fej-

dom recovered, and there, was no Temptation to

commit a Murther, at leaft, none equal to the Fac"r,

where they were fare Pcrfons would die in fo fhort

a Time ; and could not live.

That there were a great many Robberies and
wicked Practices commuted even in this dreadful

Time I do not deny ; the Power of Avarice was (o

ftrong in fome, that they would run any Hazard to

ileal and to plunder, and particularly in Houfes
where all the Families, or Inhabitants have been

dead, and carried out, they would break in at all

Hazards, and without regard to the Danger of In-

fection,



/^PLAGUE. 9£
feclion, take even the CLoaths off of the dead Bodies,

and the Bed-cloaths from others where they lay dead.

This, I fuppofe, muff be the Cafe of a Family in

Houndfditch, where a Man and his Daughter, the

reft of the Family beings as Ifuppofe, carried away be-

fore by the Dead-cart^ were found (lark naked, one

in one Chamber, and one in another, lying dead on
the Floor ; and the Cloaths of the Beds, from whence,

'tisfuppofed they were roll'd off by Thieves, ftoln,

and carried quite away.

It is indeed to be obferv'd, that the Women were
in all this Calamity, the moll rafli, fearlefs, and dt{-

perate Creatures; and as there were vaft Numbers
that went about as Nurfes, to tend thofe that were

lick, they committed a great many petty Thievries

in the Houfes where they were employed ; and fome
of them were publickly whipt for it, when perhaps,

they ought rather to have been hanged for Examples y

for Numbers of Houfes were robbed on thefe Occa-

sions, till at lengrh, the Parim Officers were fent to

recommend Nurfes to the Sick, and always took an

Account who ic was they fenr, fo as that they rnighE

call them to account, if the Floufe had been abufed

where they were placed.

But thefe Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing-
Cloathsj Linen, and what Rings, or Money they

could come at, when the Perfon died who was under

their Care, but not to a general Plunder of the

Houfes ; and I could give yoti an Account of one of

thefe Nurfes, who ftveral Years after, being oh her

Death-bed, con felt with the utmoft Florror, the Rob-
beries fhe had committed at the Time of her beirg a

Nurfe, and by which fhe had enriched herfelf to a

great Degree : But as for Murther?, I do not find

that there was ever any Proof of the Facts, in the

Manner, as it has been reported, except as above.

They did tell me indeed of a Nurfe in one Place,

that laid a wet Cloth upon the Face of a dy*

ing Patient, who fhe tended, and fo put an End
H 2 10
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to his Life, who was juft expiring before : And ano-

ther iliac fmother'd a young Woman lhe was looking

to, when fhe was in a fainting Fit, and would have

come to herfelf: Some that kill'd them by giving

them one Thing, fome another, and fome ftarved

them by giving them nothing at all : But thefe Sto-

ries had two Marks of Sufpicion that always attended

them, which caufed me always to flight them, and to

look on them as meer Stories, that People continually

frighted one another with., (i.) That wherever it was
that we heard it, they always placed the Scene at the

farther End of the Town, oppofite, or moft remote

from vi here you were to hear it : If you heard it in

White-Chapel, it had happened at St. Giles's, or at

Wefiminfter, or Holbourny or that End of the Town -,

if you heard of it at that End of the Town, then

it was done in White-Chapel, or the Minories, or

about Cripplegate Parifh : If you heard of it in the

City, why, then it happened in Southwark ; and if

you heard of it in Southwarkj then it was done in the

City, and the like.

In the next Place, of what Part foever you heard

the Story, the Particulars were always the fame, Spe-
cially that of laying a wet double Clout on a dying

Man's Face, and that of fmothering a young Gentle-

woman •, fo that it was apparent,, at leaft to my
Judgment, that there was more of Tale than of

Truth in thofe Things,

However, I cannot fay, but it had fome Effect

upon the People, and particularly that, as I /aid be-

fore, they grew more caudous who they took into

their Houfes, and who they traded their Lives with \

and had them always recommended, if they could ;

and where they could not find fuch, for they were

not very plenty, they applied to the Parifh Offi-

cers.

But here again, the Mifery of that Time lay upon

the Poor, who being infected, had neither Food nor

Phyfick •, neither Phyfician or Apothecary to affift

them*
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tnem, or Nurfe to attend them : Many of thofe died

calling for Help, and even for Suftenance out at their

"Windows, in a mod miferable and deplorable Man-
ner ; but it rnuft be added, that whenever the Cafes

of fuch Perfons or Families, were represented to my
Lcrd-Mayor, they always were reliev'd.

It is true, in fome Houfes where the Peop^ were

not very poor ; yet, where they had fent perhaps

theirWives and Children away ; and if they had any

Servants, they had been difmifb ; Ifay it is true* that

to fave the Expences, many fuch as thefe fhut them-

felves in, and not having Help, dy'd alone.

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having

fome Money owing to him from a Shopkeeper in

White Crcfs-ftreet, or thereabouts, fent his Appren-

tice, a Youth about 18 Years of Age, to endeavour

to get the Money : He came to the Door, and find-

ing it fhut, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought,

heard fome Body anfwer within, but was not lure,

fo he waited, and after fome Stay knockt again, and

then a third Time, when he heard fome Body com-
ing down Stairs,

At length the Man of the Houfe came to the

Door; he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yel-

low Flannel Waiftcoat ; no Stockings, a pair of

Slipt-fhoes, a white Cap on his Head •, and, as the

young Man faid, Death in his Face.

When he open'd the Door, fays he, what do you

difiurb me thus for ? The Boy, tho' a little iurpriz'd,

repiy'd, / come from fuch a one, and my Mafter fent me

for the Money, which he fays you know of: Very well,

Child) returns the living Ghoff, call as you go hy at

Cripplegate Church, and bid them ring the Bdl ; and
with thefe Words, fhut the Door again, and went
up again and died, the fame Day , nay, perhaps

the fame Flour. Thi% the young Man told me him-
felf, and I have Reafon to believe it. This was while

the Plague was not come to a Height : I think it

was in June \ towards the latter End of the Mouh,
h 3 it
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it muft be before the Dead-carts came about, and
while they ukd the Ceremony of ringing the Bell

for the Dead, which was over for certain, in that

Parifh, at lead, before the Month of July *, for by

the 25th of July, there died 550 and upwards, in a

Week, and then they cou'd no mere bury in Form,
Rich or Poor.

1 I have mentioned above, that notwithstanding this

dreadful Calamity ; yet the Numbers of Thieves

were abroad upon all Occafions, where they had
found any Prey •, and that thefe were generally Wo-
men. It was one Morning about 1 1 a Clock, I had

walk'd out to my Brother's Houfe in Coleman's-

ftreet Parifh, as 1 often did, to fee that all was fafe.

My Brother's Houfe had a little Court be*?

fore i
r
, and a Brick Wall and a Gate in it; and

within that feveral Ware-houfes, where his Goods
of feveral Sorts lay : It happen'd, that in one of thefe

Ware-houfes, were feveral Packs of Womens high-

crown'd Hats, which came out of the Country •, and

were, as I fuppofe, for Exportation; whither 1 know
not.

I was furpriz'd that when I came near my Brother's

Door, which was in a Place they call'd Swan-Alley,

I met three or four Women with high-crown'd Hats
on their Heads ; and as I remembred afterwards,

one, if not more, had fome Hats likewife in their

Hands : but as I did not fee them come out at my
Brother's Door, and not knowing that my Brother

had any fuch Goods in his WT

are-houfe, I did not

offer to fay any thing to them, but went crofs the

Way to fhun meeting them, as was ufual to do at

that Time, for fear of the Plague. But when I came
nearer to the Gate, I met another Woman with

more Plats come out of the Gate. TVbat Bufinefs,

Mijlrefs, laid I, have you had there ? There are more
People there, faid fhe, I have had no more Bu'fi-

nefs there than they. I was hafty to get to the Gate

then, and faid no more to her ; by which means fhe

got
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got away. But juft as I came to the Gate, I

law two more coming crofs the Yard to come out

with Hats alfo on their Heads, and under their

Arms ; at which I threw the Gate to behind me,

which having a Spring Lock fattened itftlf ; and

turning to the Women, forfooth, faid I, what are

you doing here? and feiz'd upon the Hats, and took

them from them. One of them, who I confefs,

did not look like a Thief, indeed, fays (he, we are

wrong; but we were told, they were Goods that

had no Owner ; be pleas'd to take them again, and

look yonder, there are more fuch Cuftomers as we

:

She cry'd and look'd pitifully •, fo I took the Hars

from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be

gone, for I pity'd the Women indeed ; But when I

look'd towards the Ware-houfe, as (he directed,

there were fix or feven more, all Women, fitting

themielves with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet, as

if they had been at a Hatter's Shop, buying for

their Money.

I was furpriz'd, not at the fight of fo many Thieves

only, but at the Circumfiances I was in ; being now
to thruft myfelf in among fo many People, who for

fome Weeks, had been fo fhye of myfelf, that if I

meet any Body in the Street, I would crofs the Way
from them.

They were equally furpriz'd, tho' on another Ac-
count : They all told me, they were Neighbour?,

that they had heard any one might take them, that

they were no Bodies Goods, and the like. I talk't

big to them at firfl ; went back to the Gate, and

took out the Key ; fo that they were all my Prifo-

ners •, threaten^ to lock them all into the Ware-
houfe, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor's Officers

for them.

They begg'd heartily^ protefled they found the

Gate open, and the Ware-houfe Door open; and
that it had no doubt been broken open by fome,

who expected to find Goods of greater Value ;

H 4 which
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which indeed, was reafonable to believe, becaufe the

Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the

Door on the Out-fide alfo loofe •, and not abundance

of the Hats carry'd away.

At length I confider'd, that this was not a Time
to be cruel and rigorous •, and befides that, it would
necefTarily oblige me to go much about, to have fe~

veral People come to me, and I go to feveral, whofe

Circumftances of Health I knew nothing of-, and
that even, at this Time, the Plague was fo high, as

that there died 4C00 a Week •, fo that in mowing
my Refentment, or even in feeking JuiVice for my
Brother's Goods, I might lofe my own Life ; fo I

contented rnyfelf, with taking the Names and Places

where fome of them lived, who were really Inhabit

tanrsin the Neighbourhood \ and threatning that my
Brother mould call them to an Account for it, when
he return'd to his Habitation.

Then I talk'd a little upon another Foot with

them \ and afk'd them how they could do fuehThings

as thefe, in a Time of fuch general Calamity; and
as it were, in the Face of God's mod dreadful Judg-
ments, when the Plague was at their very Doors ;

and it may be in their very Houfes -, and they did not

know, but that the Dead- cart might flop at their

Doors in a few Hours, to carry them to their Graves.

I could not perceive that my Difcourfe made much
Imprefilon upon them all that while ; till it happen-

ed, that there came two Men of the Neighbourhood,
hearing of the Difturbance, and knowing my Bro-

ther, tor they had been both Dependants upon his

Family, and they came to my Afiiftance : Thefe be-

ing as I faid Neighbours, prefently knew three of

the Women, and told me who they were, and where
they liv'd ; and it ieems, they had given me a true

Account of themfelves before.

This brings thefe two Men to a farther Remem-
brance : The Name of one was John Hayward> who
was at that Time Under-Sexton of the Parim of Su

Stephen
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Stephen Coleman-ftreet -, by Under-Sexton,was under-

flood at that Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the

Dead. This Man carried or affifted to carry all

the Dead to their Graves, which were buried m
that large Parifh, and who were carried in Form ;

and after that Form of Burying was ftopr, went with

the Dead- Cart and the Bell, to fetch the dead Bodies1

from the Houfes where they lay, and fetch'd many

of them out of the Chambers and Houfes ; for the

Parifh was, and is (till remarkable particularly, above

all the Parifhes in London, for a great Number of Al-

leys and Thorough-fares, very long, into which no

Carts could come, and where they were obliged to

go and fetch the Bodies a very long Way ; which

Alleys now remain to witnefs it ; fuch as Whiles- Alky,

Crofs-Key-Court, Swan- Alley, Bell-Alley, White-Horfe-

Alley, and many more : Here they went with a

kind of Hand barrow, and laid the Dead Bodies on

it, and carried them out to the Carts; which Work
he performed, and never had the Diftemper at all,

but lived about 20^Year after it, and was Sexton of

the Parifh to the Time of his Death. His Wife at

the fame time was aNurfe to infected People, and

tended many that died in the Parifh, being for her

Honefty recommended by the Parifh Officers, yet

fhe never was infected neither.

He never ufkd any Prefervativeagainft the Infecti-

on, other than holding Garlick and Rue in his Mouth,
and fmoaking Tobacco ; this I alfo had from his

own Month % and his Wife's Remedy was wafning

her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head
Cloaths fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always

moift ; and if the Smell of any of thofe fhe waited

on was more than ordinary offenfive, fhe fnuffed

Vinegar up her Nofe, and fprinkled Vinegar upon
her Head-Cloaths, and held a Handkerchief wetted

with Vinegar to her Mouth.
It mult be confeft, that tho' the Plague was chiefs

ly among the Poor \ vet, were the Poor the moft

Ven-
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Venturous and Fearlcfs of it, and went about their

Employment with a Sort of brutal Courage ; I muft

call it fo, for it was founded neither on Religion or

Prudence •, fcarce did they ufe any Caution, but run

into any Bufinefs, which they could get Employment
in, tho' it was the moil hazardous ; fuch was that of

tending the Sick, watching Houfesfhut up, carrying

infected Pertons to thePeft-Houfe ; and which was

fiill worfe, earring the Dead away to their Graves.

It was under this John Hayward's Care, and within

his Bounds, that the Story of the Piper, with which

People have made themfelves fo merry,happen'd,and

he affured me that it was true. It is faid, that it was

a blind Piper ; but as John told me, the Fellow was
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufual-

]y walked his Rounds about ioo' Clock at Night,

and went piping along from Door to Door, and the

People ufually took him in at Public Houfes where
they knew him, and would give him Drink and Vic-

tuals, and fometimes Farthings -, and he in Return,

would Pipe and Sing, and talk fimply, which divert-

ed the People, and thus he liv'd : It was but a very

bad Time for this Diverfion, while Things were as

I have told ; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufuaJ,

but was almoft ftarv'd •, and when any Body afk'd

how he did, he would anfwer, the Dead Cart had
not taken him yet, but that they had promifed ta

call for him next Week.
It happen'd one Night, that this poor Fellow, whe-

ther fome body had given hum too much Drink or

no, John Hayward faid, he had not Drink in his

Houfe •, but that they had given him a little mare Vic*

tuals than ordinary at a Public Houfe \nColeman-jlreety

and the poor Fellow having not ufually had a Belly-

fuil, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along

upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and fall afleep at a

Door, in the Street near London-Wall,towards Cripple-

gate*



the PLAGUE. 107

gate, and that upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the Peo-

ple of fome Houfe, in the Alley of which the Houfe

was a Corner, hearing a Bell, which they always

rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really

dead of the Plague juft by him, thinking too, that

this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the other

was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours.

Accordingly when John Hayward with his Bell and

the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up-

on the Stall, they took them up with the Inftrument

they ufed, and threw them into the Cart -, and all

this while the Piper flept foundry.

From hence they palled along, and took in o-

ther dead Bodies, till, as honeft John Hayward told

me, they almolt buried him alive, in the Cart

;

yet all this While he flept found ly ; at length the

Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be

thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember,

was at Mount-mill-, and as the Cart ufually ftopt fome

Time before they were ready to (hoot out the melan-

choljy Load they had in it, as foon as the Cart ftop'd.

the Fellow awaked, and ftruggled a little to get his

Head out from among the dead Bodies, when raifing

himfelf up in the Cart, he called out, Hey ! where am
1 ! This frighted the Fellow that attended about the

Work,but after fome Paufe JohnHayward recovering

himfelf (aid,Lord blefs us !
1
'here''sfome Body in the Cart

not quite dead I So another call'd to him and faid, Who
are you ? The Fellow anfwered, / am the poor Piper.

Where am 1? Where are you I fays Hayward', why, yon

are in the Dead Cart, and we are going to buryyou. But
I an't deadtho*, am I? fays the Piper; which made
them laugh a little, tho' as John faid, they were hear-

tily frighted at -firit 5 fo they help'd the poor Fellow

down, and he went about his Bufinefs.

I know the Story goes, he fee up his Pipes in the

Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, fo that

they ran away ; but John Hayward did not tell the

Story fo, nor fay any thing of his piping at aJl ; but

that
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried

away as above I am fully fatisfied of the Truth of.

It is to be noted here, that the Dead-Carts in the

City were not conftVd to particular Parifhes, but one

Cart went thro' feveral Parifhes, according as the

Number of Dead prefented ; nor were they tied to

carry the Dead to their refpecYive Pariihes, but ma-
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried

to the Burying-Ground in the Out-parts, for want

of Room.
I have already mentioned the Surprize, that this

Judgment was at firft among the People. I mud
be allowed to give fome of my Obfervations on the

more ferious and religious Part. Surely never City,

at leaft of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in

a Condition fo perfectly unprepared for fuch a dreads

ful Vifitation, whether I am to fpeak of the Civil

Preparations, or Religious; they were indeed, as

if they had had no Warning, no Expectation, no
Apprehenftons, and confequently the leaft Provifion

imaginable, was made for it in a pubiick Way -

3 for

Example,
The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no Pro-

vifion as Magift rates, tor the Regulations which

were to be obferved ; they had gone into no Mea-
fures for Relief of the Poor.

The Citizens had no pubiick Magazines, or Store-

Houfes for Corn, or Meal, for the Subfiftence of the

Poor : which, if they had provided themlelves, as

in fuch Cafes is done abroad, many miferable Fa-

milies, who were now reduced to the utmoft E)i-

ftrefs, would have been relieved, and that in a bet-

ter Manner than now could be done.

The Stock of the City's Money, I can fay but little

to*, the Chamber of London was faid to be exceeding

rich ; and it may be concluded, that they were (6, by

the vaft Sums ofMoney ifTued from thence, in the re-

building the pubiick Edifices after the Fire of Lon-

don, and in building new Works, fuch as, for the

firft
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firft Part, the Guild-Hall, Blackwell-Hall, Part of
Leaden-Hall, half the Exchange, the Sejfion-Houfe, the

Compter, the Prifons of Ludgate, Newgate, &c. feve-

ral of the Wharfs, and Stairs, and Landing-places

on the River ; all which were either burnt down or

damaged by the ^reat Fire of London, the next Year
after the Plague ; and of the fecond Sorr, the Monu-
ment, Fleet-ditch with its Bridges, and the Hofpital

of Bethlem or Bedlam, &fa But poffibly the Mana-
gers of the City's Credit, at that Time, made more
Confcienee of breaking in upon the Orphan's Mo-
ney, to (hew Charity to the diftrefled Citizens, than

the Managers in the following Years did, to beautify

the City, and re-edify the Buildings, tho' in the firft

Cafe, the Lofers would have thought their Fortunes

better beftow'd, and the publick Faith of the City-

have been lets fubjected to Scandal and Reproach.

It muft be acknowledged, that theabfent Citizens,

who, tho' they were fled for Safety into the Courr-

try, were yet greatly interefted in the Welfare of thofe

whom they left behind, forgot not to contribute li-

berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums
were alfo collected among Trading-Towns in the re-

moteft Parts of England-, and as 1 have heard alfo,

the Nobility and the Gentry, in all Parts of England,

took the deplorable Condition of the City into their

Confideration, and fent up large Sums of Money in

Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magi (bates, for

the Relief of the Poor ; the King alfo, as I was told,

ordered a thoufand Pounds a Week to be diftribut-

ed in four Parts \ one Quarter to the City and Li-

berty of JVeJlminjhr : One Quarter, or Part, among
the Inhabitants of the Soutbzvark Side of the Water >

®ne Quarter to the Liberty and Parts within, pf the

City, exclufive of the City, within the Walls -, and,

one fourth Part to the Suburbs in the County of

Middlefex, and the Eaft and North Parrs of the Ci-

ty : But this latter I only fpeak of as a Report,

Cer-
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Certain it is, thegreateft Part of the Poor, or Fa-

milies, who formerly liv'd by their Labour, or by

Retail-Trade, liv'd now on Charity •, and had thete

not been prodigious Sums of Money given by chari-

table, well-minded Chriflians, for the Support of

fuch, the City could never have fubfi [led. There

were, no queflion, Accounts kept of their Chari-

ty, and of the juft Diftribution of it by the Magi-

fixates : But as fuch Multitudes of thofe very Officers

died, thro' whofe Hands it was diftributed ; and al-

io that, as I have been told, molt of the Accounts

of thofe Things were loft in the great Fire which

happened in the very next Year, and which burnt e-

ven the Chamberlain's Office, and many of their

Papers -, fo I could never come at the particular Ac-
count, which I ufed great Endeavours to have feen.

It may, however, be a Direction in cafe of the

Approach of a like Vifitation, which God keep the

City from ; I fay, it may be of ufe to obferve,

that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen^

at that Time, in diftributing Weekly, great Sums
of Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of

People, who would otherwife have perifhed, were

relieved, and their Lives preferved. And here let

me enter into a brief State of the Cafe of the Poor

at that Time, and whatWay apprehended from them,

from whence may be judged hereafter, what may be

expected, if the like Dift refs fhould come upon the

City.

At the Beginning of the Plague, when there was

now no more Hope, but that the whole City would

be vifited, when, as I have faid, all that had Friends

or Eftates in the Country, retired with their Fami-

lies; and when, indeed, one would have thought

the very City itfelf was running out of the Gates*

and that there would be no Body left behind
; you

may befure, from that Hour, all Trade, except fuch

as related to immediate Subfiflence, was, as it were,

at 4 full Stop.

This
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This is fo lively a Cafe, and contains in it fo much

of the real Condition of the People ; that I think, I

cannot be too particular in it ; and therefore I defcend

to the feveral Arrangements or Gaffes of People,

who fell into immediate Diftrefs upon this Occafion :

For Example,

i. AUMafter Work-men in Manufactures-, efpecially

fuch as belonged to Ornament, and the lefs neceffary

Parts of the Peoples Drefs, Cloaths9 and Furniture

for Houfes -, fuch as Ribband Weavers, and other

Weavers ; Gold and Silver-lace-makers, and Gold

and Silver-wyer-drawers, Sempftrefjes, Milleners^

Shoe-makers, Hat-makers and Golve-makers : Alfo

Upholfterers, Joyners, Cabinet-makers, Looking-

glafs- makers-, and innumerable Trades which depend

uponfuch as thefe -, / fay the Mafter Workmen in

fuch, flopt their Work, difmifi their Journeymen,

and Workmen, and all their Dependants.

2 . As Merchandizing was at a fullflop, for very few
Ships ventured to come up the River, and none at all

went out -, fo all the extraordinary Officers of the Cuf-

toms, likewife the Watermen, Carmen, Porters, and

all the Poor, whofe Labour depended upon the Mer-
. chants, were at once difmift, and put out of Bufinefs.

q. All the Tradefmen ufually employ d in building or re-

pairing of Houfes, were at a full Stop, for the People

were far from wanting to build Houfes, when fa

many thoufand Houfes were at onceftript of their In-

habitants -, fo that this one Article turned all the or-

dinary Workmen of that Kind out of Bufinefs -, fuch

as Brick-layers, Mafons, Carpenters, Joyners, Plaif-

terers, Painters, Glaziers, Smiths, Plumbers -, and

all the Labourers depending on fuch.

.4. As Navigation was at aStop\ our Ships neither com-

ing in, or going out as before -, fo the Seamen were all

out of Employment, and many of them in the hft and

loweft Degree of Diftrefs, and with the Seamen^ were

all the fveral Tradefmen, and Workmen belonging to

and depending upon the building, and fitting out of

6 Ships -,



9o The HISTORY of

Ships'-, fuch as Ship-Carpenters* Caulkers* Rope*

Makers* Dry-Coopers* Sail-makers* Anchor-fmiths*

unci other Smiths * Block-makers, Carvers* Gun-

fmiths, Ship-chandlers* Ship-carvers and the like *

the Mafters of thofe perhaps might live upon their

Subflance \ but the Traders were univerfally at a

Stop, and confeqitently all their Workmen difcharged

:

Add to thefe, that the River was in a manner witb-

cut Boats* and all or moft part of the Watermen,

Lightermen, Boat - builders* and Lighter- builders in

like manner idle, and laid by.

5. All Families retrenched their living as much as poffble*

as well thofe thatfled, as thofe that ftafd* fo that

an innumerable Multitude of Footmen, Serving-Men*

Shop-keepers* Journeymen* Merchants- Book-Keepers*

and fuch Sort of People, and efpecially poor Maid-

Servants were turn d off* and left friendlef and

helplefs without Employment* and without Habita-

tion * and this was really a difmal Article.

I might be more particular as to this Part : But

it may fuffice to mention in general •, all Trades be-

ing ftopt, Employment ceafed ; the Labour, and by

that, the Bread of the Poor were cutoff*, and at firft

indeed, the Cries of the poor were moft lamentable to

hear ; tho' by the Diftribution of Charity, their

Mifery that way was greatly abated : Many indeed

fled into the Countries -, but thoufands of them hav*

ing ftay'd in London, till nothing but Defperation

fent them away-, Death overtook them on theRoad*

and they ferv'd for no better than the Meffengers of

Death , indeed, others carrying the Infection along

with them, fpreading it very unhappily into the re*

moteft Parts of the Kingdom.
Many of thefe were the miferable Objects of Dif*

pair which I have mentioned before, and were re-

moved by t\\G Deftruction which followed 5 thefe

might be laid to perifh, not by the Infection itfelf,

but by the Confequence of it *, indeed, namely* by

Hunger and Diitreis, and the Want of all Things 5

being without Lodging, without Money, without

Friends,
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Friends, without Means to get their Bread, or with-

out any one to give it them •, for many of them were

without what we call legal Settlements, and fo could

not claim of the Parifhes, and all the Support they had
was by Application to the Magi ftrates for Relief,

which Relief was (to give the Magiilrates their Due)
carefully and chearfully adminiftred, as they found

it neceftary ; and thofe that ftay'd behind never fek

rhe Want and Diftrefs of that Kind, which they

felt who went away in the Manner above noted.

Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi-
tudes of People get their daily Bread in this City by
their Labour, whether Artificers cr meer Workmen ;

I fay, let any Man confider what muft be the refer-

able Condition of this Town, if, on a iudden, they

mould be all turned out of Employment, that La-
bour mould ceafe, and Wages for Work be no more.

This was the Cafe with us at that Time ; and had

not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity, by

well-difpofed People of every Kind, as well abroad

as at home, been prodigioufly great, it had not been

in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs to have

kept the public Peace ; nor were they without Ap-
prehenfions as it was, that Defperation fhould puih

the People uponTumults, and caufe them to rifle the

Houfes of rich Men, and plunder the Markets of Pro-

virions; in which Caie the Country People,who brought

Provifions very freely and boldly toTown,would have
been terrified from coming any more, and the Town
would have funk under an unavoidable Famine.

But the. Prudence of my Lord Mayor, and the

Court of Aldremen within the City, and of the Ju-
llices of Peace in the Out-parts, was fuch, and they

were fupported withMoney from all Parts fo well, that

the poor People were keptquiet,and theirWants every

where reliev'd as far as was pofiible to be done.

- Two Things, befides this, contributed to prevent

the Mob doing any Mifchief : One was, that really

the Rich themfelves had not laid up Stores of Provj-

I lions
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fions in their Houfes, as indeed they ought to have

done, and which if they had been wife enough to have

done, and lock'd themfelves intirely up, as fome few

did, they had perhaps efcaped the Difcafe better : But

as it appeai'd they had not,fo the Mob had no Notion

of finding Stores of Provifions there, if they had

broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very near

doing, and which, if they had, they had finihYd the

Ruin of the whole City, for there were no regular

Troops to have withftood them, nor could the

Train'd-Bands have been brought together to defend

the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms.
But the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fuch

Magiftrates as could be had (for fome, even of the

Aldermen were dead, and fome abfent) prevented

this ; and they did it by the moil kind and gentle

Methods they could think of, as particularly by re-

lieving the mod defperate with Money, and putting

others into Bufinefs, and particularly that Employ-
ment of watching Houfes that were infecled and fhut

up ; and as the Number of thefe were very great, for

it was faid, there was at one Time, ten Thou fanci

Houfes fhut up, and every Houfe had two Watch-
men to guard it, viz. one by Night, and the other

by Day •, this gave Opportunity to employ a very

great Number of poor Men at a Time.
The Women and Servants, that were turned off

From their Places, were likewife employed as Nurfes

to tend the Sick in all Places ; and this took off a

very great Number of them.

And, which tho 9
a melancholy Article in itfelf,

yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the

Plague, which raged in a dreadful Manner from the

Middle otAuguft to the Middle ofQttober\ carried off

in that Time thirty or forty Thoufand of thefe very

People, which, had they been left, would certainly

have been an unfufferable Burden, by their Poverty,

that is tofay, the whole City could not have fupported

the Expence of them, or have provided Food for

them 5
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tljem 5 and they would inTime have been even driven

to the Neceifity of plundering either the City itfelf,

or the Country adjacent, to have fubfifled them-

felves, which would, firfb or laft, have put the whole

Nation, as well as the City, into the utmofl Terror

and Confufion.

It was obfervable then, that this Calamity of the

People made them very humble ; for now, for about

nine Weeks together,, there died near aThoufand a~

day, one Day with another, even by the Account of

the Weekly Bills, which yet I have Reafon to be af-

iur'd never gave a full Account, by manyThoufands,
the Confufion being fuch, and the Carts working in

the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in fome
Places no Account at all was kept, but they work'd
on ; the Clerks and Sextons not attending forWeeks
together, and not knowing what Number they car-

ried. This Account is verified by the following Bills

of Mortality,

Of all Difeafes, Of the Plague,

$ Aug, 8. to Jug. 15 - - 5319 - 3880

j
to 12 - - 5568
to 29 - - 7496

'j Aug. 29 to Sept. 5 - - 8252

4 2 37
- - - - 6102
- - - - 6988

From«> to 12 - - 7690 6j44
to 19 - - 8297 - - - - 7165
to 26 - - 6400 5533

Sept. z6toOfl. 3 - - 5720 " " • - 4929
to 10 - - 5068 4227

59S70 49705

So that the Grofs of the People were carried off
in thefe two Months ; for as the whole Number
which was brought in to die of the Plague, was but

68590, here is fifty Thoufand of them, within a
Trifle, in twoMonths ; I fay 50000, becaufe, as there
wants 295 in the Number above, fo there wants two
Days of two Months in the Account of Time.

^
Now, when I fay, that the Parifh Officers did not

give in a full Account, or were not to be depended
upon for their Account, let any one but confider how

I 2 Men
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Men could be exact in flich a Time of dreadful Di-

ftrefs, and when many of them were taken fickthem-

felves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their

Accounts were to be given in •, I mean the Parifh-

Clerks, befides inferior Officers ; for tho' thefe poor

Men ventured at all Hazards, yet they were far from

being exempt from the common Calamity, efpecially

if it be true, that the Parifh of Stepney had, within the

Ycar,one hundred and lixteen Sextons,Grave-diggers,

and their Affiftants, that is to fay, Bearers, Bell-men,

and Drivers of Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies.

Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allow

them Leifure to take an exact Tale of the dead Bodies,

which were all huddled together in the Dark into a

Pic ; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could come
nigh but at the utmoft Peril. I obferv'd often, that

in the Parifhes of Algate and Cripplegate^ White-

chapel? and Stepney , there were five, fix, feven, and

eight hundred in aWeek in the Bills ; whereas, if we
may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv'd in the

City all the Time, as well as I, there died fometimes

2000 a-Week in thofe Parifhes ; and I faw it under

the Hand of one, that made as ftridr an Examina-

tion into that Part as he could, that there really died

an Hundred thoufand People of the Plague in it that

one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of the

Plague, was but 68590.
If I may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what

I faw with my Eyes, I heard from other People that

were Eye-witnefTes, I do verily believe the fame, viz.

that there died, at leaft, 100,000 of the Plague only,

befides other Diftempers, and befides thofe which

died in the Fields and Highways, and fecret

Places, out of the Compafs of the Communication,

as it was called, and who were not put down in the

Bills, tho' they really belonged to the Body of the

Inhabitants. It was known to us all, that abun-

dance of poor defpairing Creatures, who had the

Diftemper upon them, and were grown flupid, or

melan-

&
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melancholly by their Mifery, as many were, wan-

dered away into the Fields and Woods, and into fe-

cret uncouth Places, almoft any where to creep into

a Bum, or Hedge, and DIE.
The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would, in

pity, carry them Food, and fet it at a Diftance, that

they might fetch it, if they were able, and fometimes

they were not able ; and the next Time they went

they mould find the poorWi etches lie dead, and the

Food untouched. The Number of thefe miferable

Objefls were many, and I know fo many that pe-

rifh'd thus, and fo exactly where, that I believe I cou'd

go to the very Place and dig their Bones up ftill ; for

the Country People would go and dig a Hole at a

DiHance from them, and then with long Poles, and

Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into

thefe Pits, and then throw the Earth in Form as far

as they could caft ir, to cover them, taking notice

how the Wind blew, and fo coming on that Side

which the Seamen call to Windward^ that the Scent

of the Bodies might blow from them •, and thus great

Numbers went out of the World, who were never

known, or any Account of them taken, as well within

the Bills of Mortality as without.

This, indeed, 1 had, in the main, only from the Re-
lation of others •, for I feldom walk'd into the Fields,

except towards Bednal-green and Hackney ± or as here-

after : But when I did walk, I always faw a great

many poor Wanderers at a Diftance ; but I could

know little of their Cafes ; for whether it were in the

Street, or in the Fields, if we had feen any Body
coming, it was a general Method to walk away ,

yet I believe the Account is exactly true.

As this puts me upon mentioning my walking

the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking No-
tice what a defolate Place the City was at that

Time : The great Street I liv'd in, which is known
to be one of the broadeft of all the Streets of Lon-

dony I mean of the Suburbs, as well as the Liber-

I 3 ties j
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tics •, all the Side where the Butchers lived, efpeci-

ally without the Bars, was more like a green Field

than a paved Street, and the People generally went

in the Middle with the Horfes and Carts : It is true,

that the fanheft End towards IVhitechapel Church,

was not all paved, but even the Part that was paved

was full of Grafs alfo -, but this need not feem ftrange,

fince the great Streets within the City, fuch as

Leadenhall-ftreet, BiJIoopfgate-Jlreet^ Cornhill^ and even

the Exchange itfelf, had Grafs growing in them in

feveral Places ; neither Cart or Coach were feen in

the Streets from Morning to Evening, except fome

Country Carts to bring Roots and Beans, or Peafe,

Hay and Straw, to the Market, and thofe but very-

few, compared to what was ufual : As for Coaches

they were fcarce ufed, but to carry fick People to

the Peft-houfe, and to other Hofpitals ; and fome
few to carry Phyficians to fuch Places as they thought

fie to venture to vifit ; for really Coaches were dan-

gerous Things, and People did not care to venture

into them, becaufe they did not know who might
have been carried in them lad ; and fick infected

People were, as I have faid, ordinarily carried in

them to the Peft-Houfes, and fbmetimes People ex-

pired in them as they went along.

It is true, when the Infection came to fuch a Height
as I have now mentioned, there were very few Phy-
ficians which car'd to flir abroad to fick Houfes, and
very many of the mod eminent of the Faculty were

dead as well as the Surgeons alfo, for now it was
indeed a difmal Time, and for about a Month to-

gether, not taking any Notice of the Bills of Mor-
tality, I believe there' did not die lefs than 1500 or

1700 a-day, one Day with another.

One of the worft Days we had in the whole Time,
as I thought, was in the Beginning of September,whzn
indeed good People began to think, that God was
fefolved to make a full End of the People in this

miferable City. This was at that Time when the

Plague
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Plague was Fully come into the Eaftern Parifhes. The
Parifh ofAlgatejf I may give myOpinion,bury'd al ove

aThoufand a Week for two Weeks, tho' the Bills did

not fayfo many"; but it furrounded me at fodifmala

Rate, that there was not a Houfe in twenty uninfected

;

in theMinorks^ in Hounfditch, and in thole Parts oiAi-

gatt Parifh about the Butcher-row^nd theAlleys over-

againft me, I fay in thofePlaces Death reign'd in every

Corner. Whitechapel Parifh was in the fame Condi-

tion, and tho9 much lefs than the Parifh I liv'd in , yec

bury'd near 600 aWeek by the Bills ; and in my Opi-

nion, near twice as many; whole Families, and indeed,

whole Streets of Families were fwept away together ;

infomuch, that it was frequent for Neighbours to call

to the Bellman, to go to fuch and fuch Houfes, and

fetch out the People, for that they were ail dead.

And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo-

dies by Carts, was now grown fo very odious and

dangerous, that it was complain'd of, that the Bear-

ers did not take Care to clear fuch Houfes, where all

the Inhabitants were dead; but that fometimes the

Bodies lay feveral Days unbury'd, till the neighbour-

ing Families were offended with the Stench, and con-

fequent'y infected ; and this Neglect of the Officers

was iuch, that the Church-Wardens and Conftables

were fummon'd to look after it ; and even thejuftices

of the Hamlets were oblig'd to venture their Lives a-

mongthem,to quickenand encourage them ; for innu-

merable of the Bearers dy'd of the Diliem per, infected

by the Bodies they were oblig'd to come fo near ; and
had it not been that the Number of poor People who
wanted Employment, and wanted Bread (as I have laid

belore)was fo great, that Necefiity drove them to un
dertake any thing, and venture any thing, they would
never have found People to be employ'd ; and then

theBoJiesof theDead wou'd have lain above Ground,
and have perifhed and rotted in a dreadful Manner.

But the Magiflrates cannot be enough commended
in this, that they kept fuch good Order for the bury-

* 4 ing
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ing of the Dead, that as fad as any of thofe they em-

ployM Co carry offhand bury theDead, fell fickordy'd,

as was many times the Ca!e, they immediately fup-

ply'd the Places with others j which by reafon of the

great Number of Poor that was left out of Bufinefs,

as above, was not hard to do ; this occafion'd, that

notwithstanding the infinite Number of People which

dy'd, and were fick, almoft all together, yet they

were always clear'u away, an! carry'd eff every

Night; fo that it was never to be laid of London,

that the Living were not able to bury the Dead.

As the Defo.'ation was greater, during thofe terrible

Times, fo the Amazement of the People encreafed ;

and a thoufand unaccountable Things they would do
in thcViolence of their Fright, as others did the fame

in the Agonies of their Diitemper, and this Part was

very affecting ; fome went roaring and crying, and

wringing theirHands along, the Street ; fome would

go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven,

palling upon God for Mercy. Icannot fay, indeed,

whether this was not in their Diffraction •, but be it Jo,

it Was ftill an Indication of a more ferious Mind,
when they had theUfe of heir Senfes, and was much
better, even as it was, than the frightful Yellings and

dyings that every Day, an J especially in the Even~
ing% were heard in fome Streets, 1 fuppofe theWorld
has heard of the famous Soloman Eagle an Enthufiaft :

He, tho' not infected ar ail, but in his Head, went

about den
c

p,uncing of Judgment upon the City in a

frightful Manner ; fometimes quite naked, and with

a Pan of burning Charcoal on his Head. What he

{aid, or pretended, indeed, I could not learn.

lwill not fay whether that Clergyman was diffract-

ed or not, or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the

poor People who went every Evening thro' the Streets

oj Whitechapel \ and with his Hands lifted up, repeat-

ed that Part of th'c Liturgy of the Church continually,

Spare usgoodLordjparethyPeoplewhom thou haft redeem-

ed with thy mojl preciousBlood,! fay, 1 cannot fpeak pohv

tively
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lively of thefe Things ; becaufe thefe were only the

difnial Objects which reprefentedthemfelvestome as I

look'd thro' my Chamber Windows (for I feldom

opened the Cafements) while I confin'd my fdf within

Doors, during that moft violent raging of the Pefti-

lence ; when indeed, as I have laid, many began to

think, and even to fay, that there would noneefcape ;

and indeed, I began to think fo too; and therefore kept

within Doors, for about a Fortnight, and never ftirr'd

out : But I cou'd not hold it : Befides, there were

fome People, who notwithftanding the Danger, did

not omit publickly to attend the Worfhip ofGod, even

in the moft dangerous Times •, and tho
9

it is true,

that a great many Clergymen did fhutup their Chur-

ches, and fled as other People did, for the fafety of

their Lives ;yet, all did not do fo, fome ventur'd to

officiate, and to keep up the Affemblies of the People

by conftant Prayers ; and fometimes Sermons, or

brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation,

and this as long as any would come to hear them >

and Diffenters did the like alfo, and even in the very

Churches, where the Parifh Minifters were either

dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making
Difference, at fuch a Time as this was.

It was indeed a lamentable Thing tohear the mifera-

ble Lamentations ofpoordyingCreatures, calling out

for Minifters to comfort them and pray with them, to

Council therm, and to direct them, calling out to God
for Pardon and Mercy, and confeffing aloud their paft

Sins. It would make the flouted Heart bleed to hear

how many Warnings were then given f)y dying Peni-

tents, to others not to put off and delay their Repen-
tance to the Day of Diftrefs, that fuch a Time of Cala-

mity as this, was no Time for Repentance ; was no
Time to call upon God. I wifh I could repeat the very

Sound of thofe Groans, and of thofe Exclamations that

I heard from fome poor dying Creatutes, when in the

Hight of their Agonies and Diftrefs -, and that I eould

make him that read this hear, as I imagine I now hear

'them, for the Sound feems ftill to ringin my Ears.
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If I could but tell this Part in fuch moving Ac-

cents as fhould alarm the very Soul of the Reader, I

mould rejoice that I recorded thofe Things however

ihort and imperfect.

It pleafed God that I was ftill fpared, and very

hearty and found in Health, but very impatient of be-

ing pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been

for 14 Days, or thereabouts ; and I couid not reftrain

myfelf, but I would go to carry a Letter for my Bro-

ther to the Poft-houfe; then it was indeed, that lob-

ferv'd a profound Silence in the Streets ; when I came
to the Poft-houfe, as I went to put in my Letter, I

faw a Man ftand in one Corner of theYard, and talk-

ing to another at a Window, and a third had o-

pen'd a Door belonging to the Office. In the middle

of theYard lay a fmall Leather Purfe, with two Keys
hanging at it, with Money in it, but no-body would

meddle with it. I afk'd how long it had lain there %

the Man at the Window faid, it had lain almoft an

Hour, but that they had not meddled with it, becaufe

they did not know but the Perfon whodropt it might

come back to look for it. I had no fuch Need of Mo-
ney, nor was the Sum fo big, that I had any Inclination

to meddle with it, or to get the Money at the Haz-
ard it might be attended with \ fo I fcem'd to go a-

way, when the Man who had open'd the Door, laid,

he would take it up *, but fo, that if the right Owner
came for it he fhould be fure to have it -,.fo he went in

and fetch'd a Pail ofWater
3and fet it down hard by the

Purfe, then went again and fetch'd fome Gun-powder,

and cafta good deal of Powder upon the Purfe, and
then made a Train from that which he had thrown

loofe upon the Purfe *, the Train reached about two
Yards ; after this, he goes in a third Time, and

fetches out a Pair of Tongs red hot, and which he

had prepar'd, I fuppofe, on purpofe ; and firft {tx.~

ting Fire to the Train of Powder, that fing'd the

Purfe, and alfo fmoak'd the Air fufHciently : But he

was not content with that \ bu} he then takes up
the
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the Purfe with the Tongs, holding it fo long till the

Tongs burnt thro' the Purfe, and then he fhook the

Money out into the Pail of Water, fo he carried it in.

The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen Shil-

lings, and fome fmooth Groats, and Brafs Farthings.

There might perhap?, have been feveral poor Peo-

ple, as I have obferv d above , that would have been

hardy enough" to have ventured for the fake of the

Money ; but you miy eafily fee by what I have ob-

ferv'd, that the few People, who were fpar'd, were

very careful of thtmfelves, at that Time when the

Diftrefs was fo exceeding great.

Much about the fame Time I walk'd out into the

Fields towards Bow -, for I had a great mind to fee

how things were managed in the River, and among
the Ships ; and as I had fome Concern in fhipping, I

had a Notion that it had been one of the beft Ways
offecuring one's felf from the Infection to have retir'd

into a fhip ; and mufing how to fa.isfy my Curiofity,

in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from

Bow to Bromley, d.nd down to Blackmail, to the Stairs,

which are there for landing, or taking Water.

Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or

Sea-wall, as they call it, by himfelf. I walked a while

alio about, feeing the Houfes all fhnt up ; at lad I fell

into fome Talk, at a Diftance, with this poor Man ;

firft I afked him, how People did thereabout ? Alas^

Sir ! fays he, almoft defolate ; all dead or fick : Here are

veryfew Families in this Part, or in that Village, pointing

at Poplar, where halfofthem are not deadalready ,and the

reftjick. Then he pointing to oneHoufe, There they are

alldeadf&xd he,and the Houfeftands open ; no Body dares

gointoit. Apoor Thief, fays he ,ventured intojlealfome-

thing, but he paiddearfor his Theftfor he was carried to

the ChurchYardtoo, laft Night. Then he pointed to fe-

veral other Houfes. There, fays he, they are all dead the

Man andhisWife, andfive Children. There, fays ht,they

arejhut up,youfee a Watchman at theDoor \ and foofo-

ther Houfes. Why, fays I, What do you here all alone?



i24 Me HISTORY of

Why, fays he, I am a poor defolate Man ; it has pieafed

God I am notyet vifited,lho
i

my Family is, and one ofmy
Children dead. How do you mean then, faid I, that you

are not vifited ? Why, fays he, that's my Houfe, point-

ing to a very little low boarded Houfe, and there

my foor Wifeandtwo Children live, faid he, if they may

be faid to live, for my Wife and one of the Children are

vijited, but I do not come at them. And with that

Word I faw the Tears run very plentifully down his

Face ; and fo they did down mine too, I allure you.

But, faid I, Why doyou not come at them? How canyou

abandonyour own Flefloand Blood? Oh, Sir ; fays he, the

Lord forbid ; Ido not abandon them -, I work for them as

much as lam able -, and bleffed be the Lord, I keep them

from Want % and with that! obfe.v'd, he lifted up his

Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefently

told me, I had happened on a Man that was no Hy-
pocrite, but a ferious, religious good Man, and his

Ejaculation was anExpreflion of Thankfulnefs, that

in fuch a Condition as he was in, he mould be able to

fay his Family did not want. Well, fays I, honeft Man,
that is a great Mercy as things go now with the Poor :

But how doyou live then, and how areyou kept from the

dreadful Calamity that is now upon us all ? Why, Sir,

fays he, 1 am a Waterman, and there*s my Boat, lays he,

and the Boat ferves me for a Houfe \ I work in it in the

Day, andljleep in it in the Night *, and what Iget, 1 lay

down upon that Stone, fiys he, mewing me abroad Stone

on the other Side of the Street, a good way from his

Houfe, and then, fays he, 1 halloo, and call to them till

I make them hear ; and they come andfetch it.

Well Friend, fays I, buthow canyouget any Money as a

Waterman? does any Body go by Water thefe Times ? Tes

Sir, fays he, in the Way 1am employ d there does* Doyou
fee there, fays he,fvefljipslie atAnchor, pointing down
the River, a good way below theTown •, and do you

fee, fays he, eight or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there,

and at Anchor yonder, pointing above the Town. All

ibofe Ships have Families on board, of their Merchants

and
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end Owners, andfuch like, who have lock'd Ihemfelves

tip, and live on board, dofe flout in, forfear of the Infec-

tion 1 and I tend on them to fetch 'Things for them, carry

Letters, and do what is abfolutely neeeffary,that they may
not be obliged to come on Shore-, and every Night Ifaften
myBoat on board one of the Ship

9

sBoats, and there Ifleep

by myfelf, and blefjed be God, I am preferv'd hitherto.

Well, faid I, Friend, but will they let you come on

board, after you have been on Shore here, when this is

fuch a terrible Place, and fo infefiled as it is ?

Why, as to that, faid he, / very feldom go up the Ship

Side^ but deliver what I bring to their Boat, or lie by

the Side, and they hoifi it on board ; if I did, I think

they are in no Danger from me, for I mver go into any

Houfe on Shore, or touch any Body, no, not of my
own Family ; but Ifetch Provijions for them.

Nay, fays I, but that may be worfe, for you muft
have thofe Provifions of fame Body or other ; andfince

all this Part of the Town is fo infecled, it is dangerous

fo much as to fpeak with any Body -, for the Village,

faid I, is as it were, the Beginning 0/ London, tho
9

it

be at fome Diftance from it.

That is true, added he, but you do not underftand me
right ; I do not buy Provifionsfor them here ; I row up
to Greenwich and buyfrefh Meat there, andfometimes I
row down the River ft?Woolwich and buy there -, then I
go toJingle Farm-houfes on /^Kentifh Side, where Iam
known,and buy Fowls andEggs, and Butter, and bring to

the Ships,, as they direel me,fometimes one,fometimes the

other : Ifeldom come on Shore here ; and Icame now only

to call tomy Wife, and hear how my little Family do, and
give them a little Money, which I received loft Night.

Poor Man ! faid I, and how much haft thou gotten

for them ?

I have gotten four Shillings, faid he, which is a great

Sum, as things go now with poor Men -, but they have
given me a Bag of Bread too, and a Salt Fifh andfome
Flefh ; fo all helps out.

Well,
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Well, faid I, and have you given it them yet ?

No, faid he, but I have calN, and my Wife has an*

fwered, that floe cannot come outyet , but in half an Hour

/he hopes to come, and 1 am waiting for her : Poor Wo*

man ! fays he, fie is brought Jadly down \ Jke has a

Swelling, and it is broke, and 1 hope/he will recover ;

but I fear the Child will die ; but it is the Lord !

Here he ftopt, and wept very much.

Well, honeft Friend, faid I, thou haft a fure Com-

forter, if thou haft brought thyfelf to be refignd to the

Will of God, he is dealing with us all in Judgment.

Oh, Sir, fays he, it is infinite Mercy, if any of us

are fpard •, and who am I to repine !

Say'ft thou fo, faid I, and how much lefs is my Faith

than thine? And here my Heart fmote me, fuggefting

how much better this poor Man's Foundation was,

on which he ftaid in the Danger, than mine ; that he

had no where to fly \ that he had a Family to bind

him to Attendance, which I had not ; and mine was
meer Prefumpdon, his a true Dependence, and a

Courage refting on God -, and yet, that he ufed all

poffible Caution for his Safety.

I turn'd a little Way from the Man, while thefe

Thoughts engaged me, for, indeed, I could no more
refrain from Tears than he.

At length, after fome fartherTalk, the poorWoman
open'd the Door, and call'd, Robert, Robert ; he an-

fwered, and bid her flay a few Moments, and he wou'd
come ; fo he ran down the common Stairs to his

Boat and fetch'd up a Sack in which was the Provi-

fions he had brought from the Ships ; and when he re-

turn'd he halloo'd again •, then he went to the great

Stone which he fhewed me, and empty'd the Sack,and

laid all out, every Thing by themfelves, and then re-

tired -, and his Wife came with a little Boy to fetch

them away ; and he call'd, and faid, fuch a Cap-
tain had fent fuch a Thing, and fuch a Captain fuch

a Thing ; and at the End adds, God has fent it all,

give
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give lhanks to him. When the poor Woman had
taken up all, foe was fa weak me could not carry it at

once in, tho
9
the Weight was not much neither ; fo fhe

left theBifcuit, which was in a little Bag, and left a

little Boy to watch it till me came again.

Well, but, fays I to him, didyou leave her thefour

Shillings too, which you /aid was your Week's Pay ?

YES, YES, fays he, you Jhall hear her own it. So he

calls again, Rachel, Rachel, which it feems was her

Name, did you take up the Money ? YES, faid fhe.

How much was it, faid he ? four Shillings and a Groat ,

faid fhe. Well, well, fays he, the Lord keep you all ;

and fo he turned to go away.

As I could not refrain contributing Tears to this

Man's Story, fo neither could I refrain my Charity

for his Affiftance •, fo I call'd him, Hark thee, Friend*,

faid I, come hither yfor Ibelieve thou art inHealth, that

Jmay venture thee ; fo I pull'dout myHand,which was
in my Pocket before, Here, fays I, go and call thy Ra-
chel once more,and give her a Utile more Comfortfrom me,

God will never forfake a Family that truft in him as thou,

doft ; fo I gave him four other Shillings, and bid him
go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife.

I have notWords to exprefs the poor Man'sThank-
fulnefs, neither could he exprefs it himfelf ; but by
Tears running down his Face ; he cali'd his Wife,

and told her God had mov'd the Heart of a Stranger

upon hearing their Condition, to give them all that

Money ; and a great deal more fach as that, he faid

to her. The Woman too, made Signs of the like

Thankfulnefs, as well to Heaven, as to me, and joy-

fully pick'd it up ; and I parted with no Money all

that Year that I thought better beflow'd.

I then ask'd the poor Man if the Diftemper had not

reach'd to Greenwich •, he faid it had not till about a

Fortnight before ; but that then he feared it had; but

that it was only at that End of the Town, which lay

South towards Deptford Bridge ; that he went only

to a Butcher's Shop and a Grocer's, where he gene-

rally
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rally bought fuch Things as they fent him for % but

was very careful.

I afk'd him then, how it came to pais, that thofe

People who had fo fhut themielves up in the Ships

had not laid in (ufficient Stores of all Things necef-

fary ? he ftid fomc of them had, but on the other

hand, fome did not come on board till they were

frighted into it, and till it was too dangerous for them
to go to the proper People to lay in Quantities of

Things, and that he waited on two Ships which he

fhewed me, that had laid in little or nothing but Bif-

Cliit Bread, and Ship Beer ; and that he had bought

every Thing elfe almoft for them. I afk'd him, if

there was any more Ships that had feparated them-

feives as thofe had done ? he told me yes, all theWay
up from the Point, right againft Greenwich, to with-

in the Shore of Limehoufe and Redriff^ all the Ships

that could have room rid two and two in the Middle
of the Stream, and that fome of them had feveral

Families on board. I afk'd him, if the Diftemper

had not reached them? he fa id he believ'd it had

not, except two or three Ships, whofe People had not

been fo watchful to keep the Seamen from going on
Shore, as others had been ; and he faid it was a very

fine Sight to fee how the Ships lay up the Pool.

When he faid he was going over to Greenwich, as

foon as the Tide began to come in, I afk'd if he

would let me go with him, and bring me back ? for

that I had a great mind to fee how the Ships were

ranged, as he had told me : He told me, if I would
affure him on the Word of a Chriftian, and of an

honeft Man, that 1 had not the Diftemper, he would,

I afTur'd him that I had nor, that it had pleafed God
to preferve me, that I liv'd in V/hiiechapl, but was
too impatient of being fo long within Doors, and

that I had ventured out fo far for the Refrefnment

of a little Air ; but that none in my Houfe had fo

much as been touch'd with it.

Well
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Well, Sir, fays he, as your Charity has been mov'd
to pity me and my poor Family ; fure you carmoc

have fo little pity kf(9 as to put yourfelf into my
Boat if you were not found in Health, which would

be nothing lefs than killing me, and ruining my whole

Family. The poor Man troubled me fo much, when
he fpoke of his Family with fuch a fenfible Concern,

and in fuch an affectionate Manner, that I cou'd not

fatisfy myfelf at nrft to go at all. I told him, I

would lay afide my Curiofity, rather than make him
uneafy ; tho

5
I was fure, and very thankful for it,

that I had no more Diftemper upon me, than the

frefheft Man in the World : Well, he would not have

me put it off neither, but to let me fee how confi-

dent he was, that I was juft to him, now impor-

tuned me to go; fo when the Tide came up to his

Boar, I went in, and he carry'd me to Greenwich:

While he bought the Things which he had in his

Charge to buy, I walk'd up to the Top of the Hill,

under which the Town ftands, and on the Eaft-fide

of the Town, to get a Profpecl of the River : But
it was a furprifing Sight to fee the Number of Ships

which lay in Rows, two and two, and fome Places,

two or three fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River,

and this not only up quite to the Town, between the

Houfes which we call Ratcliffand Redriff, which they

name the Pool, but even down the whole River, as

far as the Head of Long-Reach, which is as far as the

Hills gives us Leave to fee it.

I cannot guefs at the Number of Ships, but I think

there mull be feveral Hundreds of Sail •, and I could

not but applaud the Contrivance ; for Ten thoufand

People, and more, who attended Ship Affairs, were

certainly fheltered here from the Violence of the Con-
tagion, and liv'd very fafe and very eafy.

1 returned to my own Dwelling, very well fatisfied

with my Days Journey, and particularly with the

poor Man •, alfo I rejoyced to fee that fuch little San-

ctuaries were provided for fo many Families, in aTime
K of
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of fuch Defolation. I obferv'd alfo, that as the Vio-

lence of the Plague had encreafed,fo the Ships which

had Families on Board, removM and went farther

off, till, as I was told, fome went quite away to Sea,

and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the

North Coaft, as they could beft come at.

But it was aifo true, that all the People, who thus

left the Land, and liv'd on Board the Ships, were not

entirely fafe from the Infection, for many died, and

were thrown over-board into the River, fome in Cof-

fins, and fome, as I heard, without Coffins, whofe

Bodies were feen fometimes to drive up and down,
with the Tide in the River.

But I believe, I may venture to fay, that in thofe

Ships which were thus infected, it either happened

where the People had recourfe to them too late, and

did not fly to the Ship till they had flayed too long

on Shore, and had the Diftemper upon them, tho*

ferhnps, they might not perceive it, and fo the

)iflemperdid notcome to them, on Board the Ship?,

but they really carried it with them; OR it was

in thefe Ships, where the poor Waterman laid they

had not had Time to furnifh themfelves with Provi-

fions, but were obliged to fend often on Shore to

buy what they had Occafion for, or fufTered Boats

so come to them from the Shore : and fo the Diftem-

per was brought infenfibly among them.

And here I cannot but take notice that the ftrange

Temper of the People of London at that Time con-

tributed extremely to their own Deftru&ion. The
Plague began, as I have obferved, at the other End
of the Town, namely, in Long-Acre, Drury-Lane, &c.

and came on towards the City very gradually and

flowly. It was fek at firft in December, then again in

February, then again in April, and always but a very

little at a Time j then it ftopt till May, and even the

iaft Week in May, there was but 1 7, and all at that

End of the Town ; and all this while, even fo long,

a€ till there died above 3000 a-Week j yet had the

People



the PLAGUE, 131

People in Redriff, and in Wapping, and Ratcliff on
both Sides the River, and almoft all Southwark-fide^

a mighty Fancy, that they fhouJd not be vifited, or

at lead, that it would not be fo violent among them.

Some People fancied, the fmell of the Pitch and Tar,
and fuch other Things, as Oil and Rofin, and Brim-
ftone, which is fo much ufed by all Trades relating

to Shipping, would preferve them. Others argued
it, becaufe it was in its extreameft Violence in Weft-
minfter* and the Parifh of St. Giles's and St. An*
drew's, &c. and began to abate again, before it came
among them, which was true indeed, in Part : For
Example.

From the 8th to the 1 rth of Augujl. TotaI this
s J

Week.

St. Giles's in

1

Stepney I 97y
the Fields 5 ^ St.Mag.Bermondfey 24V 4030

Cripplegate. SS6 Rotherhith —— 3 ->

From the 15th to the 2 2d oiAuguft. T
^

tal

£
Ms

St. Giles's in ) Stepney » 2 731
the Fields 1 ?5 St. Mag. Bermondfey 36 > S3 1 9

Cripplegate 847 Rotherhith 2 )

N. B. That it was obferv'd the Numbers mention'd

in Stepney Parifh, at that Time, were generally all on

that Side where Stepney Parifh joined to Sboreditch9

which we now call Spittle fields , where the Parifh of

Stepney comes up to the very Wall of Shcreditcb

Church-yard ; and the Plague at thisTime was abat-

ed at St. Giles's in the Fields^ and raged mod violently

in Cripplegate^ Bijhopfgate and Shoreditch Parifhes, but

there was not 10 People a-Week that died of it in all

that Part of Stepney Parifh, which takes in Lime-houfe9

Ratcliff-high-way ) and which are now the Parifhes of

Shadwell and Wapping^ even to St. Katharines by the

Tower, till after the whole Month of Auguft was ex-

pired ; but they paid for it afterwards, as 1 fhall ob-

serve by and by.

This, I fay, made the People of Redriff'and Wap-

fingiRatdiff'and Lime-houfe fo fecure,and flatterthem-

K 2 idvts
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felves fo much with the Plague's going off, without

reaching them, that they took no Care, either to fly

into the Country, or (hut the'mfelv.es up ; nay, fofar

were they from ftirring, that they rather received

their Friends and Relations from the City into their

Houfcs ; and feveral from other Places really took

Sanctuary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of

Safety, and as a Place which they thought God wou'd

pafs over and not vifit as the reft was vifited.

And this was th^ Reafon, that when it came upon
them they were more furprized, more unprovided,

and more ar a Lofs what to do, than they were in

other Place?, for when it came among them really,

and with Violence, as it did indeed in September and

Ottober, there was then no ftirring out into the

Country, no Body would fuffer a Stranger to come
near them, no, nor near the Towns where they dwel-

led ; and, as I have been told, feveral that wander-

ed into the Country, on Surry Side, were found
ftarv'd to Death in the Woods and Commons, that

Country being more open and more woody, than

any other Part fo near London •, efpecially about Nor-
wood, and the Parifhes of Camberwell, Dullege, and

Lufum % where, it feems, no Body durft relieve the

poor diftreffed People for fear of the Infection.

This Notion having, as I faid, prevailed with the

People in that Part of the Town, was in part the Oc-
cafion, as Ifaidbefore, that they had Recourfe to Ships

for their Retreat -, and where they did this early, and

with Prudence, fumiming themfelves fo with Provi-

fions, that they had no Need to go on Shore for Sup-

plies, or fuffer Boats to come on board to bring them y

I fay, where they did fo, they had certainly the fafed

Retreat of any People whatsoever : But the Di-

ftrefs was fuch, that People ran on board in their

Fright, without Bread to eat, and fome into Ships

that had no Men on board to remove them farther

off, or to take the Boat and go down the River to

buy Provifions where it might be done fafely ; and

thefe
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thefe often fuffered, and were infected on board as

much as on fhore.

As the richer Sort got into Ships, fo the lower Rank
got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters and Fifhing-boats ;

and many, efpecially Watermen, lay in their Boats;

butthofe made fad Work of it, efpecially the latter,

for going about for Frovifion, and perhaps to get

their Subsidence, the Infection got in among them,

and made a fearful Havock ; many of the Watermen
died alone in their Wherries, as they rid at their

Roads, as well above-Bridge as below, and were not

found fometimes till they were not in Condition for

any Body to touch or come near them.

Indeed the Diftrefs of the People at this Sea-faring

End of the Town was very deplorable, and deferved

the greateft Commiferation : Bur, alas ! this was a

Time when every one's private Safety lay fo near

them, that they had no Room to pity the DiitrefTes

of others; for every one had Death, as it were, at

his Door, and many even in their Families, and
knew not what to do, or whither to fly.

This, I fay, took away all CompafTion ; felf Pre-

fervation indeed appeared here to be the firft Law.
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as

they languifhed in the utmoft Diftrefs : And in fome
Places, tho' not fo frequent as the other, Parents did

the like to their Children ; nay, fome dreadful Ex-
amples there were, and particularly two in oneWeek,
of diftreffed Mothers, raveing and diffracted, killing

their own Children ; one whereof was not far offfrom
where I dwelt; the poor lunatick Creature not liv-

ing herfelf long enough to be fenfible of the Sin of

what fhe had done, much lefs to be punifhed for it.

It is not indeed to be wondered at; for the Danger of
immediate Death to ourfelves, took away all Bowels

of Love, all Concern for one another : I fpeak in ge-

neral, for there were many Inftances of immoveable

Affection, Pity, and Duty in many, and fome that

came to my Knowledge ; that is to fay, by hear- fay :

For I fhall not take upon me to vouch the Truth of

the Particulars. To
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To introduce one, let me fir it mention, that one

oF the molt deplorable Caies, in all the prefent Cala-

mity, was that of Women with Child ; who, when

they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and' their

Pains came upon them, cou'd neither have help of one

Kind or another •, neither Midwife or Neighbouring

Women to come near them ; moft of the Midwives

were dead •, efpecially, of fuch as ferv*d the Poor ;

and many, if not all the Midwives of Note, were fled

into the Country : So that it was next to impoffible

for a poor Woman that cou'd not pay an immoderate

Price to get any Midwife to come to her, and if they

did, thofe they cou'd get were generally unfkilful

and ignorant Creatures ; and the Confequence of this

was, that a moft unufual and incredible Number of

Women were reduc'd to the utmoft Diftrefs. Some
were deliver'd and fpoil'd by the Rafhnefs and Igno-

rance of thofe who pretended to lay them. Children

without Number, were, I might fay, murdered by

the fame, but a more juftifiable Ignorance, pretending

they would fave the Mother, whatever became of

the Child •, and many Times, both Mother and Child

were loft in the fame Manner ; and efpecially, where

the Mother had the Difteroper, there no Body would

come near them, and both fometimes periuVd : Some-
times the Mother has died of the Plague ; and the

Infant, it may be half born, or born but not parted

from the Mother. Some died in the very Pains of

their Travel, and not deliver'd at all ; and fo many,

were the Cafes of this Kind, that it is hard to judge

of them.

Somerhing of it will appear in the unufual Num-
bers which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho' I am
far from allowing them to be able to give any Thing
of a full Account

-

) under the Articles of

Child-Bed.

Abortive and Stilbom.

Cbrifoms and Infants,

Take
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Take the Weeks in which the Plague was mod
violent, and compare them with theWeeks before the:

Diftemper began, even in the fame Year: For Example;

Childbed. Abort. Stil-born.

'Jan. 3 to Jan. 10 — 7 — 1 — 13
to 17 — 8 — 6 ! II

to 24 — 9 — 5 . 15
to 31 — 3 — 2 — 9

From < Jan. 3 1 to Feb. 7 — 3 — 3 8

to 14 — 6 — 2 11

to 21 — 5 — 2 *3
to 28 — 2 — 2 10

JFeb. 7 to March 7 - 5
— 1 10

48 ~ 24 — 100

"^#£. 1 to Aug. 8 — 25 — 5 11

to 15 — 23 — 6 8

to 22 - 28 — 4 4
to 29 — 40 — 6 10

From< Aug. 1. to Sept. 5 - 38 — 2 11

to 12 — 39 — 23 00
to 19
to 26

— 42 — 5 J 7— 42 — 6 10
I Aug. 1 toOclob. 3

— 14 — 4 9

291 — 61 — 80

To the Difparity of thefe Numbers, is to be con-

fider'd and allow'd for, that according to our ufual

Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were

not one third of the People in the Town, during the

Months of Auguft and Septembers were in the Months
of January and February : In a Word, the ufual Num-
ber that ufed to die of thefe three Articles ; and as

I hear, did die of them the Year before, was thus :

,, $ Child-bed. 189 A< $ Child-bed. 625
l
™* I Abortive Mil Stil-born. ^ s St^rt> 8c StiUorn6iy

647 1242

K 4 This
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This inequality, I fay, is exceedingly augmented,
when the Numbers of People are confidered : I pre-

tend not to make any exact Calculation of the Num-
bers of People, which were at this Time in the City -,

but I fhall make a probable Conjecture at that Pare

by and by : What I have faid now, is to explain the

mifery of thofe poor Creatures above; fo that it might

well be laid, as in the Scripture, Wo ! be to thofe who
are with Child ; and to thofe which give fuck in that

Day. For, indeed, it was a Wo to them in particular.

I was not converfant in many particular Families

where thefe things happen'd ; but the Out-cries of

the miferabl?, were heard afar off. As to thofe who
were with Child, we have feen ibme Calculation

made, 291 Women dead in Child-bed in nineWeeks;
out' of one third Part of the Number, of whom there

ufually dy'd in that Time, but 84 of the fame Dif-

after, Let the Reader calculate the Proportion.

There is no Room to doubt, but theMifery of thofe

that gave Suck was in Proportion as great. Our Bills

of Mortality cou'd give but little Light in this ; yet,

ibme it did; there were feveral more than ufual ftarv'd

at Nurfe ; but this was nothing : The Mifery was,

where they were (if) flarved for want of a Nurfe,

the Mother dying, and all the Family and the In-

fants found dead by them, meerly for want ; and, if

1 may fpeak my Opinion, I do believe, that many
hundreds of poor helplefs Infants perifh'd in this man-
ner, (idly) Not ftarv'd (but poifon'd) by the Nurfe

:

Nay even where the Mother has been Nurfe, and
having receiv'd the Infection, has poifon'd, that is,

infected the Infant with her Milk, even before they

knew they were infected themfclves ; nay, and the In-

fant has dy'd in fuch a Cafe before the Mother. I can-

not but remember to leave this Admonition upon Re-
cord, if ever fuch another dreadful Vifi ration mould
happen in thisCfry; that allWomen that are withChild

or [hat give Suck mould be gone,if they have any pof-

fible



the P L AG U E. 137

fibleMeans, out of the Place ; becaufe their Mifery,

if infected, will lb much exceed all other Peoples.

I could tell here difmal Stones of living Infants be-

ing found fucking the Breads of their Mothers, or

Nurfes, after they have been dead of the Plague. Of
a Mother, in the Parifh where I lived, who having a

Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary to

view the Child •, and when he came, as the Relation

goes, was giving the Child fuck at her Bread, and

to all Appearance, was herfelf very well : But when
the Apothecary came clofe to her, he faw the To-
kens upon that Bread, with which fhe was fuckling

the Child. He was furpriz'd enough to be Hire ;

but not willing to fright the poor Woman too mi

he defired (lie would give the Child \no his Hai/
fo he takes the Child, and g-ing to a Cradle in tne

Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths found the

Tokens upon the Child too, and both died before he

could get Home, tofcnd a preventative Medicine to

the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their

Condition ; wnether the Child infected the Nurfe-

Mother, or the Mother the Child was not certain,

but the Jaft mod likely.

Likewife of a Child brought home to the Parents

from a Nurfe that had died of the Plague •, yet, the

tender Mother would not rcfufe to take in her Child,

and laid it in her Bofom, by which fhe was infected,

and died with the Child in her Arms dead alio.

It would make the hardeft Heart move at the In-

dances that were frequently found of tender Mothers,

tending and watching with their dear Children, and
even dying before them, and fometimes taking the

Didemper from them, and dying, when the Child,

for whom the affectionate Heart had been facrihxed,

has got over it and efcap'd.

The like of a Tradefman in Eaft-Smitfyfield^ whofe

Wife was big with Child of her firft Child, and fell

in Labour, having the Plague upon her : He could

neither get Midwife to aflift her, or Nurfe to tend

her j
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her ; and two Servants which he kept fled both from
her. He ran from Houfc toHoufe like one diffract-

ed, but could get no help ; the utmoft he could get

was, that a Watchman, who attended at an infected

Houfe fhut up, promis'd to fend aNurfe in the Morn-
ing : The poor Man with his Heart broke, went

back, affifted his Wife what he could, acted the part

of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the

World j and his Wife in about an Hour died in his

Arms, where he held her dead Body faft till the

Morning, when the Watchman came and brought the

Nurfeas he had promifed ; and coming up the Stairs,

for he had left the Door open, or only latched,

they found the Man fitting with his dead Wife in

his Arms •, and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he

died in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the

Infection upon him, but meerly funk under the

Weight of his Grief.

1 have heard alio of fome, who on the Death of

their Relations, have grown ftupid with the infup-

portable Sorrow, and of one in particular, who was
ibabfolutely overcome with the PrefTure upon his Spi-

rits; that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body,

fo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head
was very little feen above the Bone of his Shoulders ;

and by Degrees, lofing both Voice and Senfe, his

Face looking forward, lay againfl his Collar-Bone,

and could not be kept up any otherwife, unlefs held

up by the Hands of other People ; and the poorMan
never came to himfelf again, but languifhed near a

Year in that Condition, and died : Nor was he ever

once feen to lift up his Eyes, or to look upon any

particular Object.

I cannot undertake to give any other than a Sum-
mary of fuch PafTages as thefe, becaufe it was not pof-

fible to come at the Particulars, where fometimes

the whole Families, where fuch Things happened,

were carried off by the Diftemper : But there were

innumerable Cafes of this Kind, which prefented to

the
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the Eye, and the Ear, even in pafling along the Streets,

as 1 have hinted above ; nor is it eafy to give any

Story of this, or that Family, which there was not

divers parallel Stories to be met wich of the fame kind*

But as I am now calking of the Time, when the

Plague rag'd at the Eafter-moft Part of the Town ;

how for a long Time the People of thofe Parts had

flattered themfelves that they mould efcape ; and

how they were furprized, when it came upon them

as it did ; for indeed, it came upon them like an

armed Man,when it did come : I fay, this brings me
back to the three poor Men-, who wandered from

Wapping, not knowing whether to go, or what to do,

and who I mentioned before y one a Bifcuit-Baker,

one a Sail-maker, and the other a Joiner; all of

Wapping, or thereabouts.

The Sleepinefs and Security of that Part, as I have

obferved, was fuch, that they not only did not fhift

for themfelves, as others did ; but they boafted of be-

ing fafe, and of Safety being with them •, and many
People fled out of the City, and out of the infected

Suburbs, to Wapping^Ratcliff^Lime-boufe^ Poplar, and

fiich Places, as to Places of Security ; and it is not

at all unlikely, that their doing this, help'd to bring

the Plague that Way fafter, than it might otherwife*

have come. For tho' I am much for Peoples flying

away and emptying fuch a Town as this, upon
the firft Appearance of a like Vifitation, and that

all People, who have any poflible R treat, mould
make ufe of it in Time, and begone ; yet I muft fay,

when all that will fly are gone, thofe that are left and

muft (land it, mould ftand flock mil where they are,

and not fhiftfrom one End of the Town, or one Part

of the Town to the other % for that is the Bane and

Mifchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague

from Houfe to Houfe in their very Cloaths.

Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs
and Cats : But becaufe as they were domeflick Ani-

mal e
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mals, and are apt to run from Houfe to Houfe, and

from Street to Street-, fo they are capable of carry-

ing the Effluvia or infectious Steams of Bodies in-

fected,even in their Furrsand Hair-, and therefore it

was thar, in the beginning of the Infection, an Order

was pubhihed by the Lord Mayor, and by the Magi-

Urates, according to the Advice of the Phyficians,

that all the Dogs and Cats mould be immediately kil-

led, and an Officer was appointed for the Execution.

It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended
upon, what a prodigious Number of rhofe Creatures

were deftroy'd : I think they talk'd of forty thoufand

Dog% and five times as many Cats, few Houfes be-

ing without a Cat, fome having feveral, fometimes

five or fix in a Houfe. AH peflible Endeavours
were us'd alfo to deflroy the Mice and Rat?, efpe-

cially the latter, by laying Rats-Bane, 'and other

Poifons for them, and a prodigious Multitude of

them were alfo deftroy'd.

I often reflected upon the unprovided Condition,

that the whole Body of the People were in at the

firft coming of this Calamity upon them, and how
it was for want of timely entring intoMeafures and

Managements, as well publick as private, that all

the Confufions that followed were brought upon us ;

and that fuch a prodigious Number of People funk

in that Difafter, which if proper Steps had been

taken, might, Providence concurring, have been

avoided, and which, if Posterity think fit, they may
take a Caution and Warning from: But I fhail

come to this Part again.

I come back to my three Men •, their Story has a

Moral in every Part of it, and their whole Conduct,

and that of fome who they join'd with, is a Pattern

for all poor Men to follow, or Women either, if ever

fuch a Time comes again •, and if there was no other

End in recording it, I think this a very juft one, whe-

ther my Account be exactly according to Fact or no.

Two of them are faid to be Brother?, the one an

old Soldier, but now a Bilcuit Baker $ the other a

lame
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iame Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker -, the Third a

Joiner. Says John the Rifcuit Baker, one Day to

Thomas his Brother, the Sail- maker, Brother Tom,
what will become of us ? The Plague grows hot in the

City, and encrcafes this way : Whatfhall we do ?

Truly, fays Thomas, I am at a great Lofs what to

do, for Ifind, if it comes down into Wapping, Ifhall
be turned out of my Lodging : And thus they began to

talk of it be fore-hand.

John. Turned out ofyour Lodging, Tom ! ifyou are,

Idont know who will take you i$;forPeople are fo afraid

ofone anothernow, there's no getting a Lodging anywhere.

Tho. Why ? The People where 1 lodge are good civil

People, and have Kindnefs enough for me too -, but they

fay Igo abroad every Day to my Work, and it will be

dangerous -, and they talk of locking themfelves up, and
letting no Body come near them,

John. Why, they are in the right to be fare, if tbey

refolve to venture flaying in Town.

Tho. Nay, I might e'en refolve to flay within Doors

too, for, except a Suit of Sails that my Mafter has in

Hand, and which Iamjuft finifhing, 1 am like to Iget

no more Work a great while •, there's no Trade fiirs

now -, Workmen and Servants are turned off every

where, fo that Imight be glad to be locked up too : But
I do not fee they will be willing to confent to that, any

more than to the other.

John. Why,what willyou do then, Brother? and what

fhall I do ? for I am am almoft as bad you \ the People

where I lodge are all gone into the Country but a Maid,

andfhe is to go next Week, and to [hut the Houfe quite

up, fo that 1 fhall be turrfd a drift to the wide World
beforeyou, and I am refolved to go away too, if1 knew
but where to go.

Tho. We were both diftratled we did not go away
at firft, then we might haltravelled any where \ there's

no ftirring now ; we fhall be ftarv'd if we pretend to

go out of Town ; they wont let us have Visuals, no, not

for our Money, nor let us come into the Towns, much

lefs into their Houfes. .

John.
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John. And that which is almofl as bad, I have hut

liittle Money to help myfelf with neither,

Tho. As to that we wight make fhift -, I have a little

\

tho* not much , but I tell you there's no ftirring on the

Road. I know a Couple of poor honeft Men in our Street

have attempted to travel, and at Barnet, or Whetfton,

or therebout, the People offered to fire at them, if they

pretended to go forward -, Jo they are come back again

quite difcouraged.

John. / would have ventured their Fire, if I had

been there *, if 1 had been denied Foodfor my Money they

fhou'd ha feen me take it before their Faces -, and if I
bad tendered Moneyfor it, they could not have taken

any Ccurfe with me by Law.

Tho. You talk your old Soldier's Language, as if

you were in the Low-Countries now, but this is a fe-

nous thing* The People have good Reafcn to keep any

Body rff> that they are not^fatisfied are found, at fuch

a Time as this, aud we mufi not plunder them.

John, No Brother, you mtfiake the Cafe, and mtfiake

me toe, 1 would plunder no Body ; but for any Town upon

the Road to deny me Leave to pafs thro* the Town in the

open High-way, and deny me Proviftons for my Money,

is to fay the Town has a Right to fiarve me to Death,

which cannot be true.

Tho. But they do not denyyou Liberty to go back again

from whenceyou came,and therefore they do notftarveyou.

John. But the next Town behind me will by thefame

Ride deny me leave to go back, and fo they do ftarve me
between them \ befides there is no Law to prohibit my
travelling where ever I will on the Road,

Tho. But there will be fo much Difficulty in difputing

with them at every Town on the Road, that it is not

for poor Men to do it, or undertake it at fuch a Time

as this is efpecially.

John. Why, Brother, ourCondition at this Rate is

w.orfe than any Bodies elfe \ for we can neither go away

nor flay here : lam of thefame Mind with the Lepers

of Samaria, If we (lay here we are fure to die; Imean
efpecially, as you and Iare fiated^ without a Dwelling?

Heufi
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Houfe of our own> anI without Lodging in any Bodies

elfe ; there is no lying in the Street at fuch a Time as

this ; we had as good go into the Dead-Cart at once :

Therefore Ifay, if we flay here we are fure to die, and

if we go away we can but die : Pm refohfd to begone,

Tho. You willgo away : Whither willyou go ? and

what can you do t Iwould as willingly go away as you,

if Iknew whither : But we have no Acquaintance, no

Friends. Here we were born, and here we mufi die.

John. Look you, Tom, the whole Kingdom is my
native Country as well as this Town. You may as well

fay, I mufi not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fire, as

that I not go out of the Town I was born in, when it

is infected with the Plague. I was born in England,

and have a Right to live in it if 1 can.

Tho. But you know every vagrant Per[on may, by

the Laws 0/ England be taken up, and faffed back to

their lafi legal Settlement.

John. But how fhall they make me vagrant ; I defire

only to travel on, upon my lawful Occafions.

Tho. What lawful Occafions can we pretend to tra-

vel, or rather wander upon ? they will not be put off

with Words.

John. Is not flying tofave our Lives, a lawful Oc-

cafion ? and do they not all know that the Facl is true :

We cannot be faid to diffemble.

Tho. Butfuppofe they let us pafs,Whitherfhallwe go?
John.y^tfjy where to fave our Lives ; it is Time enough

to sonfider that when we are got out of this Town. If I
am once out of this dreadful Place,I care not where Igo.

Tho. We fhall be driven to great Extremities. I
know not what to think of it.

John. Well, Tom, confider of it a little.

This was about the Beginning of July \ and tho'

the Plague was come forward in the Weft and North

Parts of the Town, yet all Wapping, as I have ob»

ferved before, and Redriff, and Ratcliff* and Lime-

houfe, and Poplar, in mort, Deptptnd and Greenwich,

. . all
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all both Sides of the River from the Hermitage,.

and from over againlt ir, quite down to Blackwall,

was intirely free, there bad not one Perfon died ot

the PJague in all Stepney Parifh, and not one on the

South Side ot White Chappcl Road, no, not in any

Parifh ; and yet the Weekly Bill was that very Week
rifen up to 1006.

It was a Fortnight after this, before the two Bro-

thers met again, and then the Cafe was. a little alter-

ed, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced, and

the Number greatly increaftd; the Bill was up at

3785, and prodigioufly increafing, tho' ftill both

Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well : But

fome began to die in Redriff, and about five or fix

in Ratcliff-Highway, when the Sail-Maker came to

his Brother John, exprefs, and in fome Fright ; for

he was ablolutely warned out of his Lodging,

and had only a Week to provide himfelf. His Bro-

ther John was in as bad a Cafe, for he was quite out,

and had only begged Leave of hisMafler the Bifcuit

Baker to lodge in an Out-houfe belonging to his

W^ork-houfe, where he only lay upon Straw, with

fome Bifcuit Sacks, or Bread Sacks, as they called

them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to

cover him.

Here they refolved, feeing all Employment being

at an End, and no Work or Wages to be had, they

would make the beft of their Way to get out of the

Reach of the dreadful Infection ; and being as

good Hufbands as they could, would endeavour to

live upon what they had as long as it would laft, and

then work for more, if they could get Work any

where, of any Kind, let it be what it would.

While they were confidering to put this Refolu-

tion in Practice, in the beft Manner they could,

the third Man, who was acquainted very well with

the Sail- maker, came to know of the Defign, and

got Leave to be one of the Number •, and thus they

prepared to fet ut.

It
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It happened that they had not an equal SLa^e of

Money, but as the Sail-maker, who had the beft

Stock, was befides his being lame, the mod unfit

to expect to get any Thing by working in the Coun-
try, fo he was content that what Money they had

ihould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition,

that whatever any one of them could gain more than

another, it mould, without any grudging, be all ad-

ded to the publick Stock.

They refolv'd to load themfelves with as little

Baggage as pofiible, becaufe they refolv'd at firft to

travel on Foot ; and to go a great Way, that they

might, if poffible, be effectually fafe ; and a great

many Confutations they had with themfelves, before

they could agree about what Way they mould tra-

vel, which they were fo far from adjusting, that even

to the Morning they fct out, they were not refolv'd

on it.

At laft the Seaman put in a Hint that determin'd

it ; Firil, fays he, the Weather is very hot, and there-

fore I am for travelling North, that we may not

have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our

Breads, which will heat and fuffocate us ; and 1 have

been told, fays he, that it is not good to over- heat

our Blood at a Time when, for ought we know, the

Infection may be in the very Air. In the next Place,

fays he, 1 am for going the Way that may be con-

trary to the Wind as it may blow when we fet our,

that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of .the

City on our Backs as we go. Thefe two Cautions

were approv'd of; if it could.be brought fo to hit,

that the Wind might not be in the South when they

fet out to go North.

John the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put

in his Opinion ; Firft, fays he, we none of us ex-

pect to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will

be a little too hard to lie jut in the open Air ; tho*

it be warm Weather, yet it may be wet, and damp,

L and
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and we have a double Reafon to take care of our

Healths at fuch a time as this ; and therefore, fays

he, you, Brother Tom. that are a Sail-maker, might

eafily make us a little Tent, and I will undertake to

fet it up every Night, and take it down, and a Fig

for all the Inns in England ; if we have a good Tenc

over our Heads, we mall do well enough.

The Joyner oppos'd this, and told them, let them

leave that to him, he would undertake to build them

a Houfe every Night with his Hatchet and Mallet,

tho' he had no other Tools, which fhould be fully to

their Satisfaction, and as good as a Tent.

The Soldier and the Joyner difputed that Point

fome Time, but at laft the Soldier carry'd it for a

Tent ; the only Objection againft it was, that it mud
be carry'd with them, and that would encreafe their

Baggage too much, the Weather being hot; but the

Sail-maker had a Piece of good Hap fell in which

made that eafy, for, his Matter who he work'd for

having a Rope-Walk as well as Sail-making Trade,

had a little poor Horfe that he made no ufe of then,

and being willing to aliifl the three honeft Men, he

gave them the Horfe for the carrying their Baggage

;

alfo for a fmall Matter of three Days Work that his

Man did for him before he went, he let him have

an old Topgallant Sail that was worn our, but was

fufficicnt and more than enough to make a very good
Tent : The Soldier fhew'd how to fhape it, and they

foon by his Direction made their Tent, and fitted it

with Poles or Staves for the Purpofe, and thus they

were furnifh'd for their Journey ; viz. three Men,
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would
not go without Arms, for now he faid he was no
more a Bifcuit-baker but a Trooper.

The Joyner had a fmall Bag of Tools, fuch as might
be ufeful if he mould get any Work abroad, as well

for their Subfiftence as his own : What Money they

had,
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had, they brought all into one publick StCkk, and

thus they began their Journey. It feems that in the

Morning when they fet out, the Wind blew as the

Sailor faid by his Pocket-compafs, at N. W. by W.
So they directed, or rather refolv'd to direct their

Courfe N. W.
But then a Difficulty came in their Way, that as

they fet out from the hither End of JVapping near

the Hermitage, and that the Plague was now very

violent, efpecially on the North -fide of the City,

as in Shoreditch and Cripplegate Parifh, they did not

think it fafe for them to go near thofe Parts ; Co

they went away Eaft through Radcliff High-way, as

far as Radcliff-Crofs, and leaving Stepney Church ft ill

on their Left-hand, being afraid to come up from

Radcliff-Crofs to Mile-end, becaufe they mud come
juft by the Church-yard, and becaufe the Wind that

feemed to blow more from the Weft, blow'd directly

from the Side of the City where the Plague was hot-

teft. So I fay, leaving Stepney, they fetched a long

Compafs, and going to Poplar and Bromley, came in-

to the great Road juft at Bow.
Here the Watch plac*d upon Bow Bridge would

have queftion'd them ; but they crofting trie Road
into a narrow Way that turns out of the hither End
of the Town of Bow to Old-Ford, avoided any En-
quiry there, and travelled to Old-Ford* The Con-
ftables every where were upon their Guard, not lb

much it feems to ftop People paffing by, as to flop

them from taking up their Abode in their Towns,
and withal becaufe of a Report that was newly

rais'd at that Time, and that indeed was not very

improbable, viz. That the poor People in London

being diftrefs'd and ftarvM for want of Work, and by
that Means for want of Bread, were up in Arms, and

had raifed a Tumult, and that they would come out

to all the Towns round to plunder for Bread. Thi?,

I fay, was only a Rumour, and it was very well it

L 2 was
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was no more ; but it was not fo far off from being a

Reality, as it has been thought, for in a few Weeks
more, the poor People became fo defperate by the

Calamity they fuifer'd, that they were with great

Difficulty kept from running out into the Fields and

Towns, and tearing all in Pieces wherever they

tame; and, as I have obferved before, nothing hin-

der'd them but that the Plague rag'd fo violently,

and fell in upon them fo funoufly, that they rather

went to the Grave by Thoufands than into the Fields

in Mobs by Thoufands : For in the Parts about the

Parilhes of St. Sepulchres, Clerkenwell, Cripplegate*

Bi/Jjopfgaie and Shoreditch^ which were the Places

where the Mob began to threaten, the Diftemper

came on fo furioufly, that there died in thofe few

Parifhes, even then, before the Plague was come to

its height, no lefs than 5361 People in the firft three

Weeks in Auguft, when at the fame Time, the Parts

about V/apping^ Radcliff, and Rotherhitb^ were, as

before defcrib'd, hardly touch'd, or but very light-

ly ; fo that in a Word, tho, as I faid before, the

good Management of the Lord Mayor and Juftices

did much to prevent the Rage and Defperation oi

the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu -

muks, and in fhort, from the Poor plundering the

Rich; I fay, tho
9

they did much, the Dead-carts

did more, for as I have faid, that in five Pa-
rifhes only there died above 5000 in 20 Days, fo

there might be probably three times that Number
lick all that Time; for fome recovered, and great

IN umbers fell fick every Day, and died afterwards.

Befides, I muft itill be allowed to fay, that if the

Bills of Mortality faid five Thoufand, I always be-

liev'd it was near twice as many in reality ; there be-

ing no room to believe that the Account they gave
was right, or that indeed, they were, among fuch

Coniufions as I faw them in, in any Condition to keep

an exact Account.

But
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But to return to my Travellers ; here they were

only examined, and as they feemed rather coming
from the Country than from the City, they found

the People the eafier with them ; that they talked to

them, let them come into a publick Houfe where

the Conftable and his Warders were, and gave them
Drink and fome Victuals, which greatly refrefhed

and encouraged them ; and here it came into their

Heads to fay, when they mould be enquir'd of after-

wards, not that they came from London^ but that they

came out of Effex.

To forward this little Fraud, they obtain'd fo

much Favour of the Conftable at Old^Ford, as to give

them a Certificate of their paffing from Ejjex thro*

that Village, and that they had not been at London •,

which tho* falfe in the common acceptation of London

in the County, yet was literally true y V/apping or

Radcliff being no Part either of the City or Liberty.

This Certificate directed to the next Conftable

that was at Hummerton
y one of the Hamlets of the

Parilh of Hackney , was fo ferviccable to them, that

it procured them not a free Paffage there only, but

a full Certificate of Health from a Juftice of the

Peace; who,upon the Conftable's Application^ grant*

ed it without much Difficulty ; and thus they pafs'd

through the long divided Town of Hackney-, (for ic

Jay then in feveral feparated Hamlets) and travelled

on till they came into the great North Road on the

Top of Stamford-Hill.

By this Time they began to be weary, and fo in

the back Road from Hackney, a )ittle|before it opened

into the faid great Road, they refolv'd tofetup their

Tent and encamp for the firft Night ; which they

did accordingly, with this Addition, that finding a

Barn, or a Building like a Barn, and firft fearching as

well as they could to be fure there was no Body in ir,

they fet up their Tent, with the Head of it againft

the Barn § this they did alfo becaufe the Wind blew

L 3 that
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l hat Night very high, and they were but young at

fuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing

their lent.

Here they went to fleep, but the Joyncr, a grave

and fober Man, and not pleafed with their lying at

this loofe Rate the firft Night, could not fleep, and

refolv'd, after trying to fleep to no Purpofe, that he

would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand (land

Ccntinel and guard his Companions: So with the

Gun in his Hand, he walk'd to and again before the

Barn, for that flood in the Field near the Road, but

within the Hedge. He had not been long upon the

Scout, but he heard a Noife of People coming on

as if it had been a great Number, and they came on,

as he thought, directly towards the Barn. He did

not prefently awake his Companions, but in a few

Minutes more their Noife growing louder and loud-

er, the Bifcuit-baker call'd to him and afk'd him
what was the Matter, and quickly ftaned out too

:

The other being the lame Sail-maker and moft

weary, lay (till in the Tent.

As they expected, fo the People who they had
heard, came on directly to the Barn, when one of

our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the

Guard, with V/ho comes there ? The People did not

anfwer immediately, but one of them fpeaking to

another that was behind him, Alas f Alas ! we are all

difappointed, fays he, here are /owe People before us
9

the Bam is taken up.

They all Itopp'd upon that, as under fome Sur-

prize, and it feems there was about thirteen of them
in all, and fome Women among them : They con-

futed together what they fhould do, and by their

Difcourfe our Travellers foon found they were poor

eliflrefb'd People too like themfelves, feeking Shelter

and Safety •, and befides, our Travellers had no need

to be afraid of their coming up to difturb them -

y for

as foon as they heard the Words, V/ho comes there ?

thefe
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tliefe could hear the Women fay, as iffrighted, D§
not go near them, how do you know but they may have

the Plague? And when one of the Men laid, Let us

but [peak to them ; the Women faid, No, don't by any

means, we have efcap
9d thus far by the Goodnefs of

God, do not let us run into Danger now, we befeechyou.

Our Travellers found by this that they were a good
fober Sort of People, and flying for their Lives as

they were; and, as they were encouraged by it, fo

John faid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us encou-

rage them too as much as we can : fo he called to them,

Hark ye good People, fays the Joyner, we find by your

Talk, that you are flying from the fame dreadful

Enemy as we are; do not be afraid of us, we are only

three poor Men of us, if you are free from the Di-

ftemper you mail not be hurt by us *, we are not in

the Barn, but in a little Tent here in the Outfide,

and we will remove for you, we can fet up our Tent
again immediately any where dfe; and upon this a

Parly began between the Joyner, whofe Name was

Richard, and one of their Men, who faid his Name
was Ford.

Ford. And do you affure us that you are all found

Men
Rich. Nay, we are concern'd to tell you of it, that

you may not be uneafy, or think yourfelves in Dan-
ger ; but you fee we do not defire you mould put

yourfelves into any Danger •, and therefore I tell you,

that we have not made Ule of the Barn, fo we will

remove from it, that you may be fafe and we alfo.

Ford. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we
have Reafon to be fatisfied that you are found and
free from the Vifitation, why mould we make you
remove now you are fettled in your Lodging, and it

may be are laid down to reft ? we will go into the

Barn, if you pleafe, to reft ourfelves a while, and we
need notdifturb you.

L 4 Rich.
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Rich. Well, but you are more than we are, I hope

you will afTure us that you are all of you fjund too,

for the Danger is as great from you to us, as from

us to you.

Ford. BlefTed be God that fome do efcape, tho' it

is but few ; what may be our Portion (till we know
not, but hitherto we are prtferved.

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from ?

Was the Plague come to the Places where you liv'd ?

Ford. Ay ay, in a mod frightful and terrible Man-
ner, or elfe we had not fled away as we do ; but we
believe there will be very few left alive behind us.

Rich. What Part do you come from ?

Ford. We are molt of us of Cripplegate Parifh, on-

ly two or three of Clerkenwell Parifh, but on the hi-

ther Side.

Rich. How then was it that you came away no
fooner ?

Ford. We have been away fome Time, and kept

together as well as we could at the hither End of

Ijlington^ where we got leave to lie in an old uninha-

bited Houfe, and had fome Bedding and Convenien-

ces of our own that we brought with us, but the

Plague is come up into IJlington too, and a Houfe
next Door to our poor Dwelling was infected and
fhut up, and we are come away in a Fright.

Rich. And what Way are you going ?

Ford. As our Lot fhall caft us, we know not

whither, but God will guide thofe that look up to

him.

They parlied no further at that Time, but came
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty got into

it : There was nothing but Hay in the Barn, but

it was almoft full of that, and they accommodat-
ed themfelves as well as they cou'd, and went to

Reft •, but our Travellers obferv'd, that before they

went to fleep, an antient Man5 who it feems was

Father
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Father of ene of the Women, went to Prayer with

all the Company, recommending themfelves to the

Bleflingand Direction of Providence, before they

went to fleep.

It was foon Day at that time of the Year ; and as

Richard the Joyner had kept Guard the firft Part of
the Night, fo John the Soldier reiiev'd him, and

he had the Pod in the Morning, and they began

to be acquainted with one another. It feems, when
they left Ijlington^ they intended to have gone North
away to Highgate, but were ftop'd at Holloway, and

there they would not let them pafs ; fo they crofs'd

over the Fields and Hills to theEaftward, and came
out at the Boarded-River , and fo avoiding the

Towns, they left Hornfey on the left Hand, and New-
ington on the right Hand, and came into the great

Road about Stamford-Hill on that Side, as the three

Travellers had done on the other Side : And now they

had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar-
fhes, and make forwards toEpping Foreft, where they

hoped they mould get leave to reft, It feems they

were not poor, at ltaft not fo poor as to be in Want

;

at leaft they had enough to fubfiit them moderately

for two or three Months, when, as they faid, they

were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the

Infection, or at leaft the Violence of it would have

fpent itfelf; and would abate, if it were only for want

of People left alive to be infected.

This was much the Fate of our three Travellers

;

only that they feem'd to be the better furnifh'd for

Travelling, and had it in their View to go further

off; for as to the firft, they did not propofe to go
farther than one Day's Journey, that fo they might
have Intelligence every two or three Days how
Things were at London.

But here our Travellers found themfelves under

an unexpected Inconvenience namely,, that of their

Horfe, for by means of the Horfe to carry their

baggage, they were obliged to keep in the Road,

whereas
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whereas the People of this other Band went over the

Fields or Roads, Path or no Path, "Way, or no

no Way, as they pleafed •, neither had they any Oc-

cafion to pafs thro' any Town, or come near any

Town, other than to buy fuch Things as they

wanted for their neceflary Subfiftence, and in thac

indeed they were put to much Difficulty : Of which

in its Place.

But our three Travellers were obliged to keep the

Road, or elfe they mull commit Spoil, and do the

Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down
Fences and Gates, to go over enclofed Fields, which

they were loth to do if they could help it.

Our three Travellers however had a great Mind
to join themftlves to this Company, and take their

Lot with them ; and after fome Difcourfe, they laid

afide their firft Defign which look'd Northward,

and refolved to follow the other into Effex ; fo in the

Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their

Horfe, and away they travelled all together.

They had fome Difficulty in palling the Ferry at

the River fide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them ;

but after fome Parly at a Diftance, the Ferry-Man
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diftant from

the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them to take

it ; fo putting themfelves over, he directed them to

leave the Boat, and he having another Boat, faid

he would fetch it again, which it feems however he

did not do for above Eight Days.

. Here giving the Ferry-Man Money before-hand,

they had a Supply of Victuals and Drink, which he
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not with-

out, as I faid, having received the Money before-

hand. But now our Travellers were at a great Lofs

and Difficulty how to get the Horfe over, the Boat
being fmall and not fit for it, and at laft cou'd not

do it without unloading the Baggage, and making
him fwim over.

From
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreft,

but when they came to Walthamftow the People of

that Town denied to admit them, as was the Cafe

every where : The Conflables and their Watchmen
kept them off at a Diftance, and parly'd with them ;

they gave the fame Account of themfelves as before,

but thefe gave no Credit to what they faid, giving it

for a Reafon that two or three Companies had al-

ready come that Way and made the like Pretences,

but that they had given feveral People the Diftem-

per in the Towns where they had pafs'd, and had

been afterwards fo hardly us'd by the Country, tho*

with Juftice too, as they had deferv'd ; that about

Brent-Wood or that Way, feveral of them perifh'd

in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of mere
Want and Diftrefs, they could not tell.

This was a good Rerfon indeed why the People

of Walthamftow fhou'd be very cautious, and why
they fhou'd refolve not to entertain any Body that

they were not well fatisfied of. But as Richard the

Joyner, and one of the other Men who parly'd with

them told ithem, it was no Reafon why they fhould

block up the Roads, and refufe to let People pals

thro* the Town, and whoask'd nothing of them, but

to go through the Street ; That if their People were

afraid of them, they might go into their Houfes and
fhut their Doors, they would neither mow them
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their Bufinefs.

The Conflables and Attendants, not to be per-

fwaded by Reafon, continued obftinate, and wou'd
hearken to nothing ; fo the two Men that talk'd with

them went back to their Fellows, to confult what
was to be done : It was very difconraging in the

whole, and they knew not what to do for a good
while : But at laft John the Soldier and Bifcuit-Baker

confidering a-while, Come, fays he, leave the reft of

the Parly to me ; he had not appear'd yet, fo he
fets the Joyner Richard to Work to cut fome Poles

out
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out of the Trees, and fhape them as Jike Guns as

he could, and in a little time he had five or fix fair

Mufkets, which at a Diflance would not be known ;

and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is,

he caufed them to wrap Cloath and Rags, fuch as

they hid, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to pre-

ferve the Locks of their Pieces from Ruft, the reft

was dilcoloured with Clay or Mud, fuch as they

could get ; and all this while the reft of them fat

under the Trees by his Direction, in two or three

Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diftance

from one another.

While this was doing, he advane'd himfelf and two
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane
within Sight of the Barrier which the Town's Men
had made, and fet a Centinel juft by it with the real

Gun, the only one they had, and who walked to

and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo as that

the People of the Town might fee them; alfo he

ty'd the Horfe to a Gate in the Hedge juft by, and

got fome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on
the other Side of the Tent, fo that the People of the

Town cou'd fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou'd

not fee what they were doing at it.

After the Country People had look'd upon them
very earneftly a great while, and by all that they

could fee, cou'd not but fuppofe that they were a

great many in Company, they began to be uneafy,

not for their going away, but tor flaying where

they were \ and above all perceiving they had Hor-
fes and Arms, for they had feen one Horfe and one

Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them
walk about the Field on the Infide of the Hedge.
by the Side of the Lane with their Mufkets, as they

took them to be, moulder*d : I fay, upon fuch a

Sight as this, you may be aflured they were alarm'd

and terribly frighted ; and it feems they went to a

Juftice of the Peace to know what they fhould do ;

whax the Juftice advis'd them to I know not,

but
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but towards the Evening theycall'd from the Barrier,

as above, to the Centinel at the Tent.

What do you want ? fays John *.

Why? what do you intend to do ? fays the Conftable,

To do, fays John, What wou'd ycu have us to do ?

Conft. Why don't you be gone ? what do you flay-

there for ?

John. Why do you (lop us on the King's Highway,
and pretend to refufe us Leave to go on our Way I

Conft. We are not bound to tell you our Reafon,

though we did let you know, it was becaufe of the

Plague.

John. We told you we were all found, and free

from the Plague, which we were not bound to have

fatisfied you of, and yet you pretend to Hop us on
the Highway.

Conft. We have a Right to flop it up, and our own
Safety obliges us to it \ befide this is not the King's

Highway, 'tis a Way upon Sufferance ; you fee here

is a Gate, and if we do let People pafs here, wc
make them pay Toll ?

John. We have a Right to feek our own Safety

as well as you, and you may fee we are flying for

our Lives, and 'tis very unchriftian and unjuit to

(top us.

Conft. You may go back from whence you camet
we do not hinder you from that.

John. No, it is a flronger Enemy than you that

keeps us from doing that j or elle we fhould not ha*

come hither.

Conft. Well, you may go any other way then.

* It fetmsjohn was in the Tent, but hearing them call he
fteps out, and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder, talkM to them
as if he had been the Centinel plac'd there upon the Guard by
lome Officer that was his Superior,

John,
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John. No, no : I fuppofe you fee we are able to

fend you going, and all the People of your Parifh,

and come thro' your Town, when we will \ but fince

you have flopt us here, we are content \ you fee, we
have encamp'd here, and here we will live : we hope

you will furnifh us with Victuals.

Conft. We furnifh you ! What mean you by that ?

John. Why you would not have us (lave, would

you? If you flop us here, you mult keep us.

Conft. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance.

John. If you flint us, we fhall make ourfelves the

better Allowance.

Conft. Why you will not pretend to quarter upon

us by Force, will you I

John. We have offered no Violence to you yet,

why do you item to oblige us to it ? I am an old

Soldier, and cannot flarve, and if you think that we
fhall be obliged to go back for want of Provifions,

you are miftaken.

Conft. Since you threaten us, we fhall take Care

to be ftrong enough for you : I have Orders to raife

the County upon you.

John. It is you that threaten, not we: And fince

you are for Mifchief, you cannot blame us, if we
do not give you time for it ; we fhall begin our

March in a few Minutes. *

Conft. What is it you demand of us ?

John. At firft we defired nothing of you, but

Leave to go thro' theTown ; we fhould have offer'd

no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had
any Injury or Lofs by us. We are not Thieves, but

poor People in Diflrefs, and flying from the dread?

,
* This frighted the Conftable and the People that were with

liim, that they immediately chang'd their Note.

fui
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fill Plague in London^ which, devours thoufands every

Week : We wonder how you could be fo unmer»

ciful

!

Conft. Self-prevation obliges us.

John. What ! to fhut up your Companion in a Cafe

of fuch Diftrefs as this ?

Conft. Well, if you will pafs over the Fields on your

Left-hand, and behind that Fart of the Town, I

will endeavour to have Gates open'd for you.

John. Our Horfemen cannot * pafs with our Bag-

gage that Way -, it does not lead into the Road that

we want to go •, and why mould you force us out of

the Road ? befides you have kept us here all Day
without any Provifions, but fuch as we brought with

us ; I think you ought to fend us fome Provifions for

our Relief.

Conft. If you will go another Way, we will fend

you fome Provifions.

John. That is the Way to have all the Towns in

the County flop up the Ways againft us.

Conft. If they all furnifh you with Food, what will

you be the worfe, I fee you have Tents, you want

no Lodging.

John. Well, what Quantity of Provifions will you

fend us ?

Conft. How many are you?

John. Nay, we do not afk enough for all our

Company, we are in three Companies •, if you will

fend us Bread for twenty Men, and about fix or fe-

ven Women for three Days, and mew us the Way
over the Field you fpeak of, we defire not to put

your People into any Fear for us, we will go out of

our Way to oblige you, tho
s we are as free from In-

fection as you are.

* They had but one Horfe among them,

S Qonjt.
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Conft. And will you allure us that your other

People (hall offer us no new Difturbance.

John. No, no, you may depend on it.

Conft. You mud oblige your felf too that none of

your People fhall come a ftep nearer than where the

Provifions we fend you fhall be fet down.

John. Ianfwer for it we will not.

Accordingly they fenttothe Place twenty Loaves

of Bread, and three or four large Pieces of good

Beef, and open'd fome Gates through which they

pafi>'d, but none of them had Courage fo much as to

look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening,

if they had look'd they cou'd not have feen them

fo as to know how few they were.

This was John the Soldier's Management. But

this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that had.

they really been two or three Hundred, the whole

County would have been rais'd upon them, and they

wou'd haJ been fent to Prifon, or perhaps icnock'd

on the Head.

They were foon made fenfible of this, for two
Days afterwards they found feveral Parties of Horfe-

men and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three

Companies of Men arm'd, as they /aid, with Mus-
kets, who were broke out from London, and had

the Plague upon them ; and that were not only

fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but

plundering the Country.

As they faw now the Confequence of their Cafe,

they foon faw the Danger they were in, fo vthey re-

folv'd by the Advice alfo of the old Soldier, to di-

vide themfelves again. John and his two Com-

* Here he called to one of his Men, and bad him order Capr.

Richard and his People to march the lower Way on the Side of

the Marines, and meet them in the Foreli ; which was all a

Sham, for they had no Captain Richard, or any fuch Company.

cades
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rades with the Horfe, went away as if towards WaU
tham \ the o:her in two Companies, but all a little

afunder, and went towards Epping,

The firft Night they encamp'd all in the Foreft,

and not far off of one another, but not letting up the

Tent, left that mould difcover them ; on the other

hand Richard went to work with his Axe and his

Hatchet, andcuttingdown Branches of Trees,he built

three Tents or Hovels, in which they all encamped

with as much Convenience as they could expect.

The Provifions they had at JValthamftow ferved

them very plentifully this Night, and as for the next

rhey left it to Providence •, they had far'd fo well

with the old Soldier's Conduct,that they now willing-

ly made him their Leader •, and the firft of his Con-

duel; appear'd to be very good : He told them,

that they were now at a proper Diftance enough

from London : that as they need not be immedi-

ately beholden to the Country for Relief, fo they

ought to be as careful the Country did not infect

them, as that they did not infect the Country *, that

what little Money they had, they muft be as frugal

of as they could ; that as he would net have them
think of offering ihe Country any Violence, fo they

muft endeavour to make the Senfe of their Con-
dition go as far with the Country as it could :

They all referred themfelves to his Direction -

9 fo

they left their three Houfes ftanding, and the next

Day went away towards Epping -, the Captain alfo,

for fo they now called him, and his two Fellow-

Travellers laid afide their^ Delign of going to WaU
tham, and all went together.

When ihey came near Epping they halted, chufing

out a proper Place in the open Foreft, not very near

the Highway, but not far out of it on the North
Side, under a little Clufter of low Pollard-Trees :

Here they pitched their little Camp, which con-

fided of three lame. Tents or Huts made of Poles,

which their Cajpfater, and fuch as were his

M Affift-
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Affiftants, cut down and fix'd in the Ground in a

Circle, binding all the imall Ends together at the

Top, and thickening the Sides with Boughs of

Trees and Bufhes, To that they were compleatly clofe

and warm. They had, befides this, a little Tent
where the Women lay by themielvcs, and a Hut to

put the Horfe in.

It happen'd that the next Day, or next but one,was

Market-day at Epping, when Capt. John, and one of

the other Men went to Market, and bought fome

Provifions, that is to fay, Bread, and fome Mutton
and Beef, and two of the Women went feparately,

as if they had not belonged to the reft, and bought

more. John took the Horfe to bring it Home, and

the Sack (which the Carpenter carry'd his Tools in)

to put it in : The Carpenter went to work and

made them Benches and Stools to fit on, fuch as the

Wood he cou'd get wou'd afford, and a kind of a

Table to dine on.

They were taken no Notice of for two or three

Days, but after that abundance of People ran out

of the Town to look at them, and all the Country

was alarmed about them. The People at firft feem'd

afraid to come near them, and on the other hand,

they defir'd the People to keep off, for there was a

Rumour that the Plague was at Waltham, and that

it had been in Epping two or three Days ; fo John

call'd out to them not to come to them, for, fays he,

we are all whole andfound People here, and we would

not have you bring the Plague among us, nor pretend

we brought it among you.
After this the Parifh Officers came up to them and

parly'd with them at aDiftance,and defir'd to know
who they were, and by what Authority they pre-

tended to fix their Stand at that Place ? John

anfwered very frankly, they were poor diftreffed

People from London, who forefeeing the Mifery they

ihould be redue'd to, if the Plague fpread into the

City,
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City, had fled out in time for their Live?, and ha-

ving no Acquaintance or Relations to fly to, had

firft taken up atI/lington, but the Plague being come
into that Town, were fled further, and as they fup-

pos'd that the People of Epping might have refufed

them coming into their Town, they had pitched

their Tents thus in the open Field, and in the

Foreft, being willing to bear all the Hardfliips of

fuch a difconfolate Lodging, rather than have any
one think or be afraid that they fhould receive Inju-

ry by them.

At firft thzEpping People talk'd roughly to them,

and told them they muft remove ; that this was no
Place for them •, and that they pretended to be
found and well, but that they might be infected

with the Plague for ought they knew, and might
infect the whole Country, and they cou'd not furfer

them there.

John argu'd very calmly with them a great while,

and told them, c That London was the Place by
which they, that is, the Townfmen of Epping and

* all the Country round them, fubfifted ; to whom
J

they fold the Produce of their Lands, and out of
* whom they made their Rent of their Farms; and
* to be fo cruel to the Inhabitants of London, or to
* any of thofe by whom they gain'd fo much, was
c very hard, and they would be loth to have it re-

* membered hereafter, and have it told, how bar-
* barous, how unhofpitable, and how unkind they
c were to the People of London, when they fled

* from the Face of the mod terrible Enemy in

* the World ; that it would be enough to make the
* Name of an Epping Man hateful thro* all the City,
c and to have the Rabble ftone them in the very
* Streets,whenever they came fo much as to Market

;

* that they were not yet fecure fiom being viflted

* themfelves, and that as he heard, Waltham was

\ already -
% that they would think it very hard

M 2. * that



1 64 The HISTORY of

k that when any of them fled for Fear before they
4 were touch'd, they mould be deny'd the Liberty
4 of lying fo much as in the open Fields.'

The Epping Men told them again, That they, in-

deed, faid they were found and free from the Infec-

tion, but that they had no A fibranee of it ; and that

it was reported, that there had been a great Rabble

of People at IVaithamftow, who made fuch Pre-

tences of being found, as they did, but that they

threaten'd to plunder the Town, and force their

Way, whether the Parifh Officers would or no ;

that they were near 200 of them, and had Arms and

Tents like Low-Country Soldiers •, that they ex-

torted Provifions from the Town, by threatening

them with living upon them at Free Quarter, (hew-

ing their Arms, and talking in the Language of

Soldiers ; and that feveral of them being gone a-

way towards Rumford and Brentwood, the Country

had been infected by them, and the Plague fpread

into both thofe large Towns, fo that the People

durft not go to Market there as ufual ; that it was

very likely they were fome of that Party ; and if

fo, they deferved to be fent to the County Jail, and

be fecur'd till they had made Satisfaction for the

Damage they had done, and for the Terror and

Fright they had put the Country into.

John anfwer'd, That what other People had done

was nothing to them ; that they afiured them they

were all of one Company ; that they had never

been mo e in Number than they faw them at that

time , (which by the way was very true) that they

came out in two feparate Companies, but join'd by

the Way, their Cafes being the fame ; that they

were ready to give what Account of themfelves

any Body cou'd defire of them, and to give in

their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they

might be call'd to an Account for any Diforder

that they might be guilty of; that the' Townfmen
might
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might fee they were content to live hardly, and

only defired a little Room to breath in on the Foreft

where it was wholfome ; for where it was not, they

could not ftay, and would decamp if they found it

otherwife there.

But, faid the Townfmen, we have a great Charge
vof Poor upon our Hands already, and we muft take

Care not to encreafeir. ; we fuppofe you can give us

no Security againft your being chargeable to our

Parim and to the Inhabitants, any more than you

can of being dangerous to us as to the Infection.

'Why, look you, fays John, as to being charge-
* able to you, we hope we (hall not ; if you will re-

' lieve us with Provifions for our prefent Necefilty,

* we will be very thankful \ as we all liv'd without
c Charity when we were at Home, fo we will
c oblige ourfelves fully to repay you, if God pleafe

* to bring us back to our own Families and Houfes
* in Safety, and 10 reftore Health to the People of
' London.

\ As to our dying here, we aflure you, if any of
' us die, we that furvive will bury them, and put

I you to no Expence, except it fhould be that we
* mould all die, and then, indeed, the laft Man not

J being able to bury himfelf, would put you to that

* fingle Expence, which, I am perfuaded, fays
6 John, he would leave enough behind him to pay
6 you for the Expence of.

6 On the other hand, fays John, if you will fhut
c up all Bowels of Companion, and not relieve us
ft at all, we mail not extort any thing by Violence,
6 or fteal from any one; but when what little we
c have is fpent, if we perifh for Want, God's Will
6

. be done.'

John wrought fo upon the Townfmen, by talking

thus rationally and fmoothly to them, that they

went away \ and tho' they did not give any Confenl

to their flaying there, yet they did not moleft them -

?

M 3 and
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and the poor People continued there three or four

Days longer without any Difturbance. In this time

they had got fome remote Acquaintance with a

Victualling- houfe ac the Out-fkircs of the Town, to

whom they called at a Diftance to bring fome little

Things that they wanted, and which they caufed to

be fet down at a Didance, and always paid for

very honeftly.

During this Time, the younger People of the

Town came frequently pretty near them, and wou'd
Hand and look at them, and fometimes talk with

them at fome Space between ; and particularly it

was obf-rved, that the firft Sabbath Day the poor

People kept retired, worfhiped God together, and

were heard to fing Pfalms.

Thefe I hings, and a quiet inoffenfive Behaviour,

began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun-

try, and People began to pity them, and fpeak

very well of them •, the Confequence of which was,

that upon the Occafion of a very wet rainy Night,

a certain Gentleman, who lived in the Neigh-

bourhood, fent them a little Cart, with twelve

TrufTes or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to

lodge upon, as to cover and thatch their Huts, and

to keep them dry. The Minifter of a Parifh, not

far off, not knowing of the other, fent them alfo

about two Bufhels of Wheat, and half a Bufhel of

white Peas.

They were very thankful to be fure for this Relief,

and particularly the Straw was a very great Comfort
to thtm ; for tho' the ingenious Carpenter had made
Frames for them to lie in likeTroughs, and fill'd them
with Leaves of Trees, and fuch Things as they could

get, and had cut all their Tent-cloth out to make
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and

unwholefome till this Straw came, which was to them
like Feather-beds -, and, asy<?/&#faid, more welcome

than Feather-beds wou'd have been at another time.

This
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This Gentleman and the Minifter having thus

begun, and given an Example of Charity to thefe

Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re-

ceiv'd every Day fomeBenevolence or other from the

People, but chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt

in the Country round about \ fome fent (hem Chairs,

Stools, Tables, and fueh Houlhold Things as they

gave Notice they wanted •, fome fent them Blankets,

Rugs, and Coverlids ; fome Earthen-ware -, and fome
Kitchen-ware for ordering their Food.

Encourag'd by this good Ufage, their Carpenter,

in a few Days, built them a large Shed or Houfe
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an upper

Floor, in which they lodged warm, for the Weather
began to be damp and cold in the Beginning of

September : but this Houfe being very well thatch'd,

and the Sides and Root made very thick, kept out

the Cold well enough ; he made alfo an Earthen

Wall at one End, with a Chimney in it ; and ano-

ther of the Company, with a vaft deal of Trouble

and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to carry

out the Smoak.
Here they liv'd comfortably, tho' coarfely, till

the Beginning of September^ when they had the bad
News to hear, whether true or not, that the Plague,

which was very hot at Waltham-Abbey on one Side,

and at Rumford aud Brentwood on the or her Side,

was alfo come to Epping, to Woodford^ and to mod
of the Towns upon the Foreft, and which, as they

faid, was brought down among them chiefly by the

Higlers, and fuch People as went to and from Lon-
don with Provifions.

If this was true, it was an evident Contradiction to

that Report which was afterwards fpread all over Eng-
land^ but which, as I have faid, I cannot confirm ofmy
own Knowledge, namely, that the Market-people
carrying Provifions to the City, never got the Infec-

M 4 tion 9
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tion, or carry'd it back into the Country ; both

which, I have been atfured, has been fajfe.

It might be that they wtre preferv'd even beyond

Expectation, though not to a Miracle, that abun-

dance vent and came, and were* not touch'd, and

that was much for the^Encouragement of the poor

People of London, who had been compleatly mifer-

able, if the People that brought Provifions to the

Markets had not been many times wonderfully pre-

ferv'd, or -at lead were .preferv'd, than could be

reafonaSly ex peeled.

But now thefe new Inmates began to bedifturbed

more effectually •, for the Towns about them were

really infected, and they began to be afraid to truft

one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things

as they wanted, and this pinch'd them very hard ;

for now they had little or nothing but what the cha-

ritable Gentlemen of the County fupply'd them
with , bur, for their Encouragement, it happened,

that other Gentlemen in the Country, who had not

fent them any thing before, began to hear of them
and fupply them, and one fent them a large Pig, that

is to fay, a Porker ; another two Sheep -, and another

fent them a Calf ; in fhort, they had Meat enough,

and fometimes had Cheefe and Milk, and all fuch

Things -, they were chiefly put to it for Bread •, for

when the Gentlemen fent them Corn they had no

where to bake it, or to grind it : This made them eat

the firft two Bufhel of Wheat that was fent them in

parched Corn, as the Ifraelites of old did, without

grinding or making Bread of it.

At lad they found Means to carry their Corn to a

Windmill near Woodford, where they had it ground %

and afterwards the Bifcuit-baker made a Hearth fa

hollow and dry, that he cou'd bake Bifcuit Cakes to-

lerably well \ and thus they came into a Condition to

live without any AfMance or Supplies from the

Towns -, and it was well they did, for the Country

was foon after fully infected, and about 120 were

iaid
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faicfto have died of the Diftemper in the Villages

near them, which was a terrible thing to them.

On this they call'd a new Council, and now the

Towns had no need to be afraid they fhould fettle

near them, but on the contrary feveral Families of

the poorer fort of the Inhabitants quitted their Hou-
{cs, and built Hutts in the Foreft after the fa ne

manner as they had done : But it was obftrv'd, that

feveral of thefe poor^ People that had fo remov'd,

had the Sicknefs even in their Hutts or Booths •, the

Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they i

removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re-

4iiove time enough, that is to fay, not till by openly

converfing with the other People their Neighbours,

they had the Diftemper upon them, or, fas may be

faid) among them, and focarry'd it about them whi-

ther they went ; Or, (2.) Becaufe they were not

careful enough after they were fafely removed out

of the Towns, not to come in again and mingle

with the difeafed People.

But be it which of thefe it will, when our Tra-

vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not

only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts
on the Foreft near them, they began then not only

to be afraid, but to think of decamping and remo-
ving; for had they ftay'd, they wou'd ha' been in

manifeft Danger of their Lives.

It is not to be wondered that they were greatly

afflicted, at being oblig'd to quit the Place where
they had been fo kindly receiv'd, and where they

had been treated with fo much Humanity and Cha-
rity ; but Neceflity, and the hazard of Life, which
they came out fo far to preferve, prevail'd with

them, and they faw no Remedy. John however
thought of a Remedy for their prefent Misfortune,

namely, that he would firft acquaint that Gentleman
who was their principal Benefactor, with the Diftrefs

they were in 5 and to crave his Afliftance and Ad-
vice.

The
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The good charitable Gentleman encourag'd them
to quit the PJace, for fear they mould be cut off

from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di-

ftemper *, but whither they fhould go, that he found

very hard to direct them to. At Ia(t John afk'd of

him, whether he ("being a Jufticeof the Peacej would

give them Certificates of Health toother Juftices,

who they might come before, that fo whatever might
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they

had been alfo fo long from London. This his Wor-
fhip immediately granted, and gave them proper

Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li-

berty to travel whither they pleafed.

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health,
'

intimating, That they had refidcd in a Village in the

County of Zi^fffolong, that being examined andferu-

tiniz'd fufficiently, and having been retir'd from all

Converfationfor above 40 Days, without any appear-

ance of Sicknefs,they were therefore certainly conclu-

ded to be found Men, and might befafely enttrtain'd

any where, having at lad remov'd rather for fear of

the Plague, which was come into fuch a Town^ ra-

ther than for having any fignal of Infection upon
them, or upon any belonging to them.

With this Certificate they remov'd, tho' with

great Reluctance ; and John inclining not to go far

from Home, they mov'd towards the Marines on
the fide of tValtham: But here they found a Man,
who it feems kept a Weer or Slod upon the River,

made to raife the Water for the Barges which go
up and down the River, and he terrified them with

difmal Stories of the Sicknefs having been fpread in-

to all the Towns on the River, and near the River,

on the fide of Middle/ex and Hertford/hire ; that is to

lay, into Waltham^ Waltbam-Crojs^ Enfield'and Ware^
and all the Towns on the Road, that they were a*

fraid to go that way; tho' it feems the Man impos'd

upon them, for that the thing was not really true.

How-
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However it terrified them, and they refolved to

move crofs the Forefl towards Rumford and Brent-

Wood : but they heard that there were numbers of

People fled out of London that way, who lay up and
down in the Forefl: call'd Henalt Foreft, reaching

near Rumford, and who having no Subfiftence or Ha-
bitation, not only liv'd oddly, and fuffered great Ex*
tremitits in the Woods and Fields for want of Re-
lief, but were faid to be made fo defperate by thofe

Extremities, as that they offer*d many Violences to

the County, robb'd and plunder'd, and kill'd Canle,

and the like \ that others building Hutts and Hovels

by the Road-fide,, begg'd, and that with an Impor-
tunity next Door to demanding Relief ; fo that the

Country was very uneafy, and had been oblig'd to

take fome of them up.

This, in the iirft Place intimated to them, that they

would be fare co find the Charity and Kind nets of

the County, which they had found here where they

were before, hardened and fhuc up againft them ; and

that on the other Hand, they would be quetiion'd

where-ever they came, and would be in Danger of

Violence from others in like Cafes as themfeives.

Upon all thefe Confiderations, John, their Cap-
tain, in all their Names, went back to their good
Friend and Benefactor, who had reliev'd them be*

fore, and laying their Cafe truly before him, hum-
bly afk'd his Advice ; and he as kindly advifed

them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not,

to remove but a little further out of the Road,
and dire&ed them to a proper Place for them ;

and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than

Huts to fhelter them at that time of the Year, it

growing on towards Michaelmas, they found an old

decay'd Houfe, which had been formerly fome Cot-

tage or little Habitation, but was fo out of repair

as fcarce habitable, md by the confent of a Farmer
to
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to who r
e Farm it belong'd, they got leave to make

what ufe of it they could.

The ingenious Joyner and all the reft by his Di-

rections, went to work with it, and in a very few

Days made it capable to fhelter them all, in cafe of

bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim-
ney, and an old Oven, tho' boih lying in Ruins,

yet they made them both fit for Ufe, and raifing

Additions, Sheds, and Lean to's on every fide, they

foon made the Houfe capable to hold them all.

They chiefly wanted Boards to make Window-
(hutters, Floors, Doors, and feveral other Things ;

but as the Gentlemen above favour'd them, and the

Country was by that Means made eafy with them,

and above all, that they were known to be all found

and in good Health, every Body help'd them with

what they could fpare.

Here they encamp'd for good and all, and refolv'd

to remove no more •, they law plainly how terribly

alarm'd that County was every where, at any Body
that came from London ; and that they mould have

no Admittance, any where but with the utmoft Dif-

ficulty, at lean: no friendly Reception and Affi-

ftance, as they had received here.

Now altho' they received great Afliftance and En-
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from

the People round' about them, yet they were put to

great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in

Oftober and, November^ and they had not been us'd to

fp much Hard {hip ; fo that they got Colds in their

Limbs, and Dill, mpers, but never had the Infec-

tion : And thus about December they came home to

the City again,

I give this Story thus at large, principally to give

an Account what became of the great Numbers of

People which immediately appear'd in the City

as foon as the Sicknefs abated ; For, as I have faid,.

great Numbers of ihofe that were able and had

Retread
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Retreats in the Country, fled to rhofe Retreats

;

So when it was encreafed to fuch a frightful Extre-

mity as I have related, the mid ling People who had

not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country where

they cou'd get fhelter, as well thofe that had Money
to relieve themfelves, as thofe that had not. Thofe
that had Money always iled fartheft, becaufe they

were able to fubtift themfelves ; but thofe who were

empty, furler'd, as I have faid, great Hardfhips, and
were often driven by Necefiity to relieve their Wants
at the Expence of the Country : By that means the

Country was made very uneafy at them, and fome-

times took them up, tho' even then they fcarce knew
what to do with them, and were always very back-

ward to punifh them, but often too they forced

them from Place to Place, till they were oblig'd to

come back again to London.

I have, fmce my knowing this Story of John and

his Brother, enquired and found, thrt there were a

great many of the poor difconfolate People, as above,

tied into the Country every way, and fome of them
got little Sheds, and Barns, and Out-houfes to

live in, where they cou'd obtain fo much Kind-
nefs of the Country, and efpecially where they had

any the leaft fatisfactory Account to give of them-

felves, and paiticularly that they did notcomeoutof
London too iaie. But others, and that in great Num-
bers, built themfelves little Hints and Rerreatsin the

Fields and Woods, and liv'd like Hermits in Holes

aud Caves, or any Place they cou'd find ; and where,

we may be fare, they fuffer'd great Extremities,

fuch that many of them were oblig'd to come back

again whatever tht Danger was ; and lb thofe little

Huts were often found empty, and the Country

People fuppos'd the Inhabitants lay dead in them of
the Plague, and would not go near them for fear, no

not in a great while $ nor is it unlikely bin that ibme of

, the



i 74 *b* HISTORY of

the unhappy Wanderers might die fo all alone, even

fometimes tor want of Help, as particularly in one

Tent or Hurr, was found a Man dead, and on the

Gate of a Field juft by, was cut with his Knife in

uneven Letters, the following Words, by which it

may be Hippos'd the other Man efcap'd, or that one

dying fifft, the other bury'd him as well as he could;

OmlsErY!
We BoTHShaLL D y E,

WoE, WoE.

Ihave given an Account already of what I found to

ha* been the Cafe down the River among the Sea-far-

ing Men, how the Ships lay in the Offings as 'itscallM,

in Rows or Lines a-ftern of one another, quite

down from the Pool as far as I could fee. I have been

told, that they lay in the fame manner quite down
the River as low as Grave/end, and fome far beyond,

even every where, or in every Place where they

cou'd ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather \

Nor did I ever hear that the Plague reach'd to any

of the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch

as lay up in the Pool, or as high as Beptford Reach,

altho' the People went frequently on Shoar to the

Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houfes,

to buy frefh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs, Calves, and the

like for their Supply.

Like wife I found that the Watermen on the Ri-

ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them-

felves away up the River as far as they cou'd go ;

and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa-

milies in their Boats, cover'd with Tilts and Bales,

as they call them, and furnifrVd with Straw within

for their Lodging ; and that they lay thus all along

by the Shoar in the Marines, fome of them fetting

up little Tents with their Sails, and fo lying under

them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their

Boats
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Boats at Night; and in this manner, as I have

heard, the River-fides were lin'd with Boats and

People as long as they had any thing to fubfift on,

or cou'd get any thing of the Country; and indeed

the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others,

on thefe and all other Occafions, were very forward

to relieve them, but they were by no means willing

to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and
for that we cannot blame them.

There was one unhappy Citizen, within my
Knowledge, who had been Vifited in a dreadful

manner, fo that his Wife and all his Children were

Dead, and himfelf and two Servants only left, with

an elderly Woman, a near Relation, who had nurs'd

thofe that were dead as well as ihe could : This dif-

confolate Man goes to a Village near the Town,
tho* not within the Bills of Mortality, and finding

an empty Houfe there, enquires out the Owner,
and took the Houfe : After a few Days he got a Care

and loaded it with Goods, and carries them down
to the Houfe ; thq People of the Village oppos'd his

driving the Cart along, buc with fome Arguings,

and fome Force, the Men that drove the Cart along,

got through the Street up to the Door of the Houfe ;

there the Conftable refilled them again, and would

not let them be brought in. The Man caus'd the

Goods to be unloaden and lay'd at the Door, and

fent the Care away ; upon which they carry'd the

Man before a Jufticeof Peace ; that is to fay, they

commanded him to go, which he did. The Juftice

order'd him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the

Goods again, which he refufed to do; upon which

the Jufttce order'd the- Conftable to purfue the Car-

ters and fetch them back, and make them re-load

the Goods and carry them away, or to (et them in

the Stocks till they came for further Orders ; and if

they could not find them, nor the Man would not

^onfent to take them away, they mould caufe them

to
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to be drawn with Hooks from the Houfe-Door and

burnt in the Street. The poor dittrefs'd Man up-

on this fetch'd the Goods again, but with grievous

Cries and Lamentations at the hardfhip of his Cafe.

But there was no Remedy •, Self-prefervation oblig'd

the People to thofe Severities, which they wou'd not

otherwife have been concern'd in : Whether this

poor Man liv'd or dy'd I cannot tell, but it was re-

ported that he had the Plague upon him at that

time ; and perhaps the People might report that to

juftify their Ufage of him ; but it was not unlikely,

that either he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous,

when his whole Family had been dead of the Di-

flemper fo little a while before.

1 know that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja-

cent to hondoriyVKXt much blamed for Cruelty to the

poor People that ran from tht Contagion in their

Diflrefs •, and many very fevere things were done, as

may be feen from what has been faid •, but I cannot but

fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and

Alfiftance to the People, without apparent Danger
to themfelves, they were willing enough to help and

relieve them. But as every Town were indeed judg-

es in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran

abroad in their Extremities, were often ill-ufed and

driven back again into the Town ; and this caufed

infinite Exclamations and Out-cries againft the

Country Town?, and made the Clamour very popu-

lar.

And yet more or left, maugre all the Caution,

there was not a Town of any Note within ten (or I

believe twenty) Miles of the City, but what was

more or kfs infected, and had fome died among
them. I have heard the Accounts of feveral 5 fuch

as they were reckon'd up, as follow s-

v

In
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In Enfield 32 Hertford 90 Brent-Wood 70
In Hornfey 58 /%r£ 1 60 Rumford 1 09
laNewington 17 Hodfdon 30 Barking afot.200

InTottenham 42 Waltham Ab. 2 3 Branford 432
In Edmonton 19 Epping 26 Kingfton 122
In Barnet and Deptford 623 Stanes Si

Hadly 43 Greenwich 231 Chertfey i3

In St. Albans 121 EItham and Wmdfor 103
In Watford 45 Ltifum 85
In Uxbridge 1

1

7

Croydon 6 1 £##2 a/&fc

Another thing might render the Country more
ftricl with refpect to the Citizens, and efpecially with

refpect to the Poor 5 and this was what I hinted ac

before, namely, that there was a Teeming Propenii-

ty, or a wicked Inclination in thofe that were in-

fected to infect others.

There have been great Debates among our Phy-
ficians, as to the Reafon of this *, fome will have it

to be in the Nature of the Difeafe, and that it impref-

fes every one that is feiz'd upon by it, with a kind of

a Rage, and a Hatred agamft their own Kind, as if

there was a Malignity, not only in the Di (temper to

communicate itfelf, but in the very Nature of Man,
prompting him with evil Will, or an evil Eye, that as

they fay in the Cafe of a mad Dog,' who tho' the gent-

led Creature before of any of his Kind, yet then will

fly upon and bite any one that comes next him*

and thofe as foon as any, who had been moftobferv'd

by him, before.

Others placed it to the Account of the Corruption

of human Nature, who cannot bear to fee itfelf

more miferable than others of its own Species, and

has a kind of involuntary Wifh, that all Men were

as unhappy, or in as bad a Condition as itfelf,

Others fay* it was only a Kind of Difperarion5

not knowing or regarding what they did, and coa-

fequently unconcerned at the Danger or Safety, no£

©n!y of any Body near them, but even otthemfelves

N alfo,
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alio. And indeed when Men are once come to a

Condition to abandon themfelves, and be uncon-

cerned for the Safety, or at the Danger of themielves,

it cannot be fo much wondered that they fhould be

carelefs of the Safety of other People.

But I choo fe to give this grave Debate a quite

different Turn, and anfwer it or refolve it all by

faying, That I do not grant the Faff. On the con-

trary, I fiy, that the Thing is not really fo, but

that it was a general Complaint raifed by the Peo-

ple inhabiting the out-lying Villages againft the Ci-

tizens, to juftify, or at leaft excufe thofe Hardfhips

and Severities fo much talked of, and in which Com-
plaints, both Sides may be faid to have injured one

another; that is to fay, the Citizens preffing to be

receiv'd and harbour'd in Time of Diftrefs, and with

the Plague upon them, complain of the Cruelty and

Injufticeof the Country People, in being refufed En -

trance, and fore'd back again with their Goods and

Families; and the Inhabitants finding themfelves fo

impofed upon, and the Citizens breaking in as it were

upon them whether they would or no, complain,

that when they were infected, they were not only re-

gardlefs of others, but even willing to infect them •,

neither of which were really true, that is to fay, in

the Colours they were defcrib'd in.

It is true, there is fomething to be faid for the fre-

quent Alarms which were given to the Country, of

the Refolution of the People of London to come out

by Force, not only for Relief, but to plunder and
rob, that they ran about the Streets with the Di-
ftemper upon them without any Controul ; and that

no Care was taken to fhut up Houfes, and confine

thefick People from infecting others ; whereas, to

do the Londoners Juftice, ' they never practifed fuch

things, except in fuch particular Cafes as I have men-
tion'd above, and fuch-ljke. On the other Hand eve-

ry thing was managed with fo much Care, and fuch

excellent Order was obferved in the whole City and

9 Suburbs,
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Alder-

men ; and by the Juftices of the Peace, Church-war-

dens, &c. in the Out-parts, that London may be a Pat-

tern to all the Cities in the World for thegoodGovern-

ment and the excellent Order that was every where

kept, even in the Time of the moil violent Infection;

and when the People were in the utmoft Confirma-

tion and Diftrefs. But of this I (hall (peak by itfelf.

Onething, it is to be obferv'd, was owing prin-

cipally to the Prudence of the Magistrates, and ought

to be mention'd to their Honour, (viz,) The Mo*
deration which they ufed in the great and difficult

Work of fhutting up ofHoufes : It is true, as I have

mentioned, that the fhutting up of Houfes was a

great Subject of Difcontenr, and I may fay indeed

the only Subject of Difconteet among the People ac

that Time ; for the confining the Sound in the lame

Houfe with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and

the Complaints ©f People fo confin'd were very grie-

vous ; they were heard into the very Streets, and

they were fometimes fuch that called for Resent-

ment, tho' oftner for CompafTion ; they had no way
toconverfe withsmy of their Friends but out at their

Windows) where they would make fuch piteous La-
mentations, as often mov'd the Hearts of thofe they

talk'd with, and of others who paffing by heard their

Story ; and as thofe Complaints oftentimes reproach'd

the Severity, and fometimes the Infolence of the

Watchmen placed at their Doors, thofe Watchmen
wou'd anfwer fauciiy enough ; and perhaps be apt to

affront the People who were in theStreet talking to the

faid Families; for which, or for their ill Treatment of
the Families, I think feven or eight of them in fe-

veral Places werekill'd ; I know not whether 1 fhou'd

fay murthered or not, becaufe I cannot enter into

the particular Cafes, h is true, the Watchmen were

on their Duty, and acting in the Poll where they

were plac'd by a lawful Authority ; and killing any

publick legal Officer in the Execution of his Office,

N 2 is



i8o Tie HISTORY of

is always in the Language of the Law call'd Murder.

But as rhey were not authoriz'd by the Magiftrate's

InftrncYions, or by the Power they acted under, to

be injurious or abufive, either to the People who
were under their Obfervation, or to any that con-

cern'd themfelves for them ; fo when they did fo,they

might be faid to act themfelves, not their Office •,

tc act as private Perfons, not as Perfons employ 'd 5

and confequently, if they brought Mifchief upon

themfelves by fuch an undue Behaviour, that Mil-

chief was upon their own Heads : and indeed they

had fo much the hearty Curfes of the People,whether

they deferv'd it or not, that whatever betel them no

body pitied them, and every body was apt to fay;,

they deferv'd i
r
, whatever it was; nor do I remem-

ber that any body was ever punifh'd, at lead to any

confiderable Degree, for whatever was done to the

Watchmen that guarded their Houfes.

What variety of Stratagems were ufed to efcape

and get out of Houfes thus (hut up, by which the

Watchmen were deceiv'd or overpower'd, and that

the People got away, 1 have taken notice of already,

and fhall fay no more to that : But I fay the Magi-
ftrates did moderate and eafe Families upon many
Occafions in this Cafe, and particularly in that of tak

ing away, or fufTering to be remov'd thefick Perfons

out of fuch Houfes, when they were willing to be re-

mov'd either to a Peft-houfe, or other Places, and
fometirnes giving the well Perfons in the Family fo

fhut up, leave to remove upon Information given

that they were well,and that they would confine them-

felves in fuch Houfes where they went, fo long as

fhould be requir'd of them. The Concern alfo of the

Magiftratesforthe fupplying fuch poor Families as

were infe&ed ; I fay, fupplying them with NecefTa-

ries, as wellPhyfick as Food, was very great, and in

which they did not content themfelves with giving

the neceffary Orders to the Officers appointed, but

the Aldermen in Perfon,and onHorfeback frequently

- »*.. rid
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rid fo fuch Houfes, and caus'd the People to be afk'd

at their Windows, whether they were duly attend-

ed or not? Alfo, whether they wanted any thing

that was necefTary, and if the Officers had con flan t-

Jy carried their Meflages,and fetch'd themfach things

as they wanted, or not? And if they anfwer'd in the

Affirmative, all was well ; but if they complain'J,

that they were ill fupply'd, and that the Officer did

not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they

(the Officers) were generally removed, and others

placed in their (lead.

It- is true, fuch Complaint might be unjuft, and

if the Officer had fuch Arguments to ufe as would
convince the Magistrate, that he was right, and that

the People had injur'd him, he was continued, and

they reprov'd. But this Part could not well bear a

particular Inquiry, for the Parties could very ill be

well heard and anfwer'd in the Street, from the Win-
dows, as was the Cafe then •, the Magiftrates there-

fore generally chofe to favour the Peop!e,and remove
the Man, as what feem'd to be the leaft wrong, and

of the lead ill Confcquence •, feeing if the Watchman
was injur'd, yet they could eafily make him amends
by giving him another Poll of the like Nature ; but

if the Family was injur'd, there was no Satisfaction

could be made to them, the Damage perhaps being

irreparable, as it concerned their Lives.

A great variety of thefe Cafes frequently happen'd

between the Watchmen and the p >or People fhutup,

befides thofe I formerly mention'd about efcaping •,

fometimes the Watchmen were abfent, fometimes

drunk, fometimes afleep when the People wanted
them, and fuch never fail'd to be punili'd feyerely,

as indeed they deferv'd.

Bin after all that was or could be done in thefeCafes,

the (hutting up of Houfes, fo as to confine thofe

that were well, with thofe that were fick, hid very

great Inconveniencies in it, and feme that were very

N 3 tragical
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tragical, and which merited to have been confider'd

if there had been room for it-, but it was authorized

by a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as the

End chiefly aimM at; and all the private Injuries that

were done by the putting it in Execution, mult be

put to the Account of the publick Benefit.

It is doubtful to this Day, whether in the whole

it contributed any thing to the flop of the Infec-

tion, and indeed, 1 cannot fay it did •, for nothing

could run with greater Fury and Rage than the In-

fection did when it was in i:s chief Violence •, tho'

the Houfes infected were fhut up as exactly, and

as effectually as it was poffible. Certain it is, that if

all the infected Perfons were effectually fhut in, no

found Perfon could have been infected by them, be-

caufe they could not have come near them. But the

Cafe was this, and I fhall only touch it here, name-
ly, that the Infection was propagated inlenfibly, and

by fuch Perfons as were not vifibly infected, who
neither knew who they infected, or who they were

infected by.

A Houie in While- Chapel was fhut up for the fake

of one infected Maid, who had only Spots, not the

Tokens come out upon her, and recovered; yet thefe

People obrain'd no Liberty to (fir, neither for Air or

Exercife forty Days ; want of Brea>h, Fear, Anger,

Vexation, and all the other Griefs attending fuch an

injurious Treatment, caft the Miftrefs of the Family
into a Fever, and Vifitors came into the Houfe, and

faid it was the Plague, tho' the Phyficians declared

it was not •, however the Family were obliged to be-

gin their Quaraniine anew, on the Report of the Vi-

fitor or Examiner, tho 5
their former Quarantine

wanted but a few Days of being flnifh'd. This op-

prefs'd them fo with Anger and Grief, and, as before,

firaiten'd them alfo fo much as to Room, and for

want of Breathing and free Air- that moft of the Fa-

mily fell Tick, one of one Diftemper, one of another,

chiefly fcorbutick Ailments ; only one a violent Cholick*

till
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'till after feveral prolongings of their Confinement,

fome or other of thofe that came in with the Vifitors

to infpect the Perfons that were ill, in hopes of re-

Jeafmg them, brought the Diftemper with them, and

infected the whole Houfe, and all or mod of them
died, not of the Plague, as really upon them before,

but of the Plague that thofe People brought them,

who mould have been careful to have protected them
from it ; and this was a thing which frequently

happened, and was indeed one of the word Confe-

quences of minting Houfes up.

I had about this Time a little Hardfhip put upon

me, which I was at fir ft greatly afflicted at, and very

much difturb'd about; tho'asit prov'd, it did notex-

pofe me to any Difafter •, and this was being appointed

by the Alderman of Portfoken Ward, one of the Exa-
miners of the Houfes in the Precinct where I liv'd ;

we had a large Parifh, and had no lefs than eighteen

Examiners, as the Order cali'd us, the People call'd

us Vifitors. I endeavour'd with all my Might to be

excus'd from fuch an Employment, and us'd many
Arguments with the Alderman's Deputy to be ex-

cus'd •, particularly I alledged, that I was againft

fhutting up Houfes at all, and that it would be very

hard to oblige me to be an Inftrument in that which

was againft my Judgment, and which I did verily

believe would not anfwer the End it was intended for;

but all the Abatement 1 could get was only, that

whereas the Officer was appointed by my Lord Mayor
to continue two Months, I fhould be obliged to hold

it but three Weeks, on Condition neverthelefs that

I could then get fome other fufficient Houfe- keeper

to ferve the reft of the Time for me, which was, in

fhort, but a very fmall Favour, it being very diffi-

cult to get any Man to accept of fuch an Employ-
ment, that was fit to be intruded with it.

It is true that fhutting up of Houfes had one Ef-

fect, which lam fenfible was of Moment, namely,

it confin'd thediftemper'd People, Who would other-

N 4 wife
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wife have been both very troublefome and very dan*

gerousin their running about Streets with the Di-

itemperupon them, which when they were delirious,

they would have done in a mod frightful manner
%
and

as indeed they began ro do at firft very much, 'till

they were thus reftrain'd; nay,fo very open they were,

that the Poor would go about and beg at Peoples

Door c
, and fay they had the Plague upon them, and

beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing that

delirious Nature happened to think of.

A poor unhappy Gentlewoman, a fubftantial Ci-

tizen's Wife was (if the Story be true) murdered

by oneofthefe Creatures in Alderfgate-ftreet, or that

Way : He was going along the Street, raving mad to

be fare, and tinging, the People only faid, he was

drunk ; but he himfelf faid, he had the Plague upon

him, which, it feems, was true ; and meeting this

Gentlewoman, he would k i is her •, me was terribly

frighted, as he was only a rude Fellow, and (he run

from him, but the Street being very thin of People,

there was no body near enough to help her: When fhe

faw he would overtake her, fhe turn'd,and gave him
a Thruft fo forcibly, he being but weak, and pufh'd

him down backward : But very unhappily, fhe being

fo near, he caught hold of her, and pull'd her down
alio ; and getting up firft, maftet'd her, and kifs'd

her •, and which was worfl of all, when he had done,

told her he had the Plague, and why fhould not fhe

have it as well as he. She was frighted enough be-

fore, being alfo young with Child ; but when fhe

heard him fay, he had the Plague, fhe fcream'd out

and fell down into a Swoon, or in a Fir, which tho'

fhe recovered a little, yet kill'd her in a very few

Days, and I never heard whether fhe had the Plague

or no.

Another infected Perfon came, and knqck'd at the

Door of a Citizen's Houfe,where they knew him very

well ; the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma-
iler of the Houfe was above, he ran up. and came

into
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into the Room to them as the whole Family was at

Supper : They began to rife up a little furpriz'd,

not knowing what the Matter was, but he bid

them fit ftill, he only came to take his leave of them.

They afk'd him, why Mr. where are you go-

ing ? Going, fays he, I have got the Sicknefs, and

fhall die to morrow Night. 'Tis eafy to believe,

though not to defcribe the Confternation they were

all in, the Women and the Man's Daughters which

were but little Girls, were frighted almoft to Death,

and got up, one running out at one Door, and one

at another, fome down-Stairs and fome up-Stairs,

and getting together as well as they could, lock'd

themfelves into their Chambers, and fcrearned out

at the Window for Help, as if they had been frighted

out of their W7
its : The Mailer more compos'd than

they, tho' both frighted and provok'd, was going

to lay Hands on him, and throw him down-Stairf,

being in a PaiTion, but then confidering a little the

Condition of the Man and the Danger of touching

him, Horror fciz'd his Mind, and he flood ftill like

one aftonifhed. The poor diftemper'd Man a
!

l this

while, being as well difeas'd in his Brain as in his

Body, flood flill like one amaz'd ; at length he turns

round, Ay] fays be, with all the feeming Calmnefs
imaginable, Is it fo with you all! Are you all difturlfd

at me ? why then Fll e'engo home and die there. And
ib he goes immediately down Stairs : The Servant

that had let in him goes down after him with a Can-
dle, but was afraid to go pafl him and open the

Door, fo he flood on the Stairs to fee what he wou'd
do ; the Man went and open'd the Door, and went
put and flung the Door after him: It was fome
while before the Family recovered the Fright, but

as no ill Confequence attended, they have had Occa-

fion fince to fpeak of it (you may be fure) with

great Satisfaction . Tho' the Man was gone, it was

lome time, nay as I heard, fome Days before they re-

cover'd themfelves of the Hurry they were in, nor

did
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did they go up and down the Houfe with any aiTij-

rancc, tiil they had burnt a great variety of Fumes
and Perfumes in all the Rooms, and made a great

many Smoaks of Pitch, of Gunpowder, and of Sul-

phur, all feparately fhifted ; and warned their Clothes,

and the like : As to the poor Man, whether he liv'd

or dy'd I don't remember.

Ic is moil certain, that if by the Shutting up of

Houfes the Sick had not been confin'd, Multitudes

who in the height of their Fever were Delirious and
Diftr.tch.-d, wou'd ha' been continually running up
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very

great Number did fo, and offer'd all forts of Violence

to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on
and bites at every one he meets ; nor can I doubt but

that fliou'd one of thofe infected difeafed Creatures

have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy

of the Diftemper was upon them, they, I mean the

Perfon fo wounded, wou'd as certainly ha' been in-

curably infected, as one that was lick before and had

the Tokens upon him.

I heard of one infected Creature, who running out

of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguim and agony of

his Swellings, of which he had three upon him, got

his Shoes on and went to put on his Coat, but the

Nurfe refilling and matching the Coat from him, he

threw her down, run over her, run down Stairs

and into the Street directly to the Thames in his

Shirt, the Nurfe running after him, and calling to

the Watch to (top him •, but the Watchman fright-

ed at the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go

on ; upon which he ran down to the Still-yard Stairs,

threw away his Shirt, and plung'd into the Thames,

and, being a good Swimmer, fwam quite over the

River •, and the Tide being coming in, as they call

ir, that is running Weft-ward, he reached the Land
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land-

ing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night,

he ran about the Streets there, naked as he v/as, for a

good
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good while, when it being by that time High-water,

he takes the River again, and fwamback to the Still-

yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to his own
Houfe, knocking at the Door, went up the Stairs,

and into his Bed again , and that this terrible Expe-

riment cur'd him of the Plague, that is to fay, that

the violent Motion of his Arms and Legs ftretch'd

the Parts where the Swellings he had upon him were,

that is to fay under his Arms and his Groin, and

caufed them to ripen and break ; and that the cold

of the Water abated the Fever in his Blood.

I have only to add, that I do not relate this any

more than fomeof the other, as a Fad within my
own Knowledge, fo as that I can vouch the Truth of

them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur'd by

the extravagant Adventure, which I confefs I do not

think very polTible, but it may ferve to confirm the

many defperate Things which the diftrefs'd People

falling into, Diiiriums, and what we call Lighthead-

ed nefs, were frequently run upon at that tioae, and

how infinitely more fuch there wou'd ha' been, if

fuch People had not been confin'd by the fhutting up
of Houfes •, and this I take to be the bed, if not the

only good thing which was perform'd by that fevers

Method.
On the other Hand, the Complaints and the Mur-

murings were very bitter againft the thing kfelf.

It would pierce the Hearts of all that came by
to hear the piteous Cries of thofe infected People, who
being thus out of their Underfiandings by the Vio-

lence of their Pain, or the Heat of their Blood, were

either fhut in, or perhaps ty 'din their Beds and Chairs,

to prevent their doing themfelves Hurt, and who
wou'd make a dreadful Outcry at their being confin'd,

and at their being not permitted to die at large, as

they call'd it, and as they wou'd ha' done before.

This running of diftemper'd People about the

Streets was very difmal, and the Magiilrates did.

their utmoft to prevent it, but as it was generally in

the
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the Night and always fudden, when fuch Attempts

were made, the Officers cou'd not be at hand to pre-

vent it, and even wht n any got out in the Day, the

Officers appointed did not care to meddle with them,

becaufe, as they were all grievouily infected lobefure

when they were come to that Height, fo they were

more than ordinarily infectious, and it was one of the

moft dangerous Things that cou'd be to touch them;

on the other Hand, they generally ran on, not know-
ing what they did, till they dropp'd down ftark Dead,

or till they had exhaufted their Spirits fo, as that they

wou'd fall and then die in perhaps half an Hour or

an Hour, and which was mofl piteous to hear, they

were lure to come to themfelves intirely in that half

Hour or Hour, and then to make moft grievous and

piercing Cries and Lamentations in the deep afflicting

Senfe of the Condition they were in. This was much
of it before the Order for (hutting up of Houfes was

ftrict'.y put in Execution, for at firfl the Watchmen
were not fb vigorous and fevere, as they were after-

ward in the keeping the People in ; that is to fay, be-

fore they were, I mean fome of them, feverely pu-

riifh'd for their Neglect, failing in their Duty, and

letting People who were under their Care flip away,

o.r conniving at their going abroad, whether fick or

well. But after they faw the Officers appointed to

examine into their Conduct, were refolv'd to have

them do their Duty, or be puniuYd for the Omiffion,

they were more exact, and the People were flrictiy

reftrain'd •, which was a thing they took fo ill, and

bore fo impatiently, that their Difcon tents can hard-

ly be defcrib'd : But there was an abfolute Neceffi ty
for it, that muft be confefs'd, unlefs fome other Mea-
fures had been timely enter'd upon, and it was too

late for that.

Had not this Particular of the Sick's been reftrain'd

as above, been our Cafe at that time, London wou'd

ha' been the mofl dreadful Place that ever was in

the World, there wou'd for ought I kno' have as

many
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many People dy'd in the Streets as dy'd in their

Houfes ; for when the Diftemper was at its height,

it generally made them Raving and Dilirious, and

when they were fo, they wou'd never be periwaded

to keep in their Beds but by Force ; and many
who were not ty'd, threw themfelves out of Windows,
when they found they cou'd not get leave to go out

of their Doors.

It was for want of People converging one with a-

nother, in this time of Calamity, that it was

impoffible any particular Perfon cou'd come at the

Knowledge of all the extraordinary Cafes that oc-

curr'd in different Families ; and particularly I be-

lieve it was never know to this Day how many
People in their Diiiriums drowned themfelves in the

'Thames, and in the River which runs from the Mar-
fhes by Hackney which we generally czN&Ware River,

or Hackney River ; as to thole which were fee down
in the Weekly Bill, they were indeed few ; nor cou'd

it be known of any of thofe, whether they drowned
themfelves by Accident or not : But I believe, I

might reckon up more, who, within thecompafs of

my Knowledge or Obfervation, really drowned them-
felves in that Year, than are put down in the Bill of

all put together, for many of tht Bodies were never

found, who, yet were known to be loft ; and the like

in other Methods of Self-Deftruclion. There was alio

One Man in or about Whitecrofs-ftreet, burnt himfelf

to Death in his Bed ; fome faid it was done by him-
felf, others that it was by the Treachery of the

Nurfe that attended him ; but that he had the Plague
upon him was agreed by all.

It was a merciful Difpofition of Providence alfo,

and which I have many times thought of at that

time, that no Fires, or no confiderable ones at lead,

happened in the City, during that Year, which, if it

had been ofherwife, would have been very dreadful

;

and either the People muft have let them alone un-

quenched, or have come together in great Crowds

and
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and Throngs, unconcern'd at the Danger of the In-

fection, not concerned at the Houfes they went into,

at the Goods they handled, or at the Perfons or the

People they came among : But fo it was, that ex-

cepting that in Crippkgate Parifh, and two or three

little Eruptions of Fires, which were prefently ex-

tinguifh'd, there was no Difafter of that kind hap-

pen'd in the whole Year. They told us a Story of

a Houfe in a Place call'd Swan-Alley, pafTing from

Gofwell-ftreet near the End of Oldftreet into 67. John-

ftreet, that a Family was infected there, in fo terri-

ble a Manner that every one of the Houfe died ; the

laft Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is fuppofed,

had laid her (elf all along to die juft before the Fire ;

the Fire, it feems had fallen from its Place, being of

Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joifts

they lay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but

had not taken hold of the dead Body, tho' fhe had lit-

tle more than her Shift on, and had gone out of itfelf,

not hurting the Reft of the Houfe, tho' it was a

flight timber Houfe. How true this might be, I

do not determine, but the City being to fufjer fe-

v«rely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very

little of that Calamity.

Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Ago-
ny threw People into, and how I have mention'd in

their Madnefs, when they were alone, they did ma-
ny defperate Things ; it was very ftrange there were

no more Difafters of that kind.

It has been frequently afk'd me, and I cannot fay,

that I ever knew how to give a direct Anfwer to ir,

How it came to pafs that fo many infected People

appear'd abroad in the Streets, at the fame time that

the Houfes which were infected were fo vigilantly

fearched, and all ofthem fhut up and guarded as they

were.

I con fefs, I know not what Anfwer to give to this,

unlefs it be this, that in fo great and populous a City

as this is, it w.is impoilible to difcover every Houfe
that
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that was infected as foon as it was fo, or to fhut up
all the Houfes that were infected : fo that People

had the Liberty of going about the Streets, even

where they pleafed, unlefs they were known to be-

long to fuch and fuch infected Houfes.

It is true, that as feveral Phyficians told my Lord
Mayor, the Fury of the Contagion was fuch as fome

particular Times, and People ficken'd fo fad, and

died fo foon, that it was impoflible and indeed to no
purpofe to go about to enquire who was fick and who
was well, or to fhut them up with fuch Exactnefs,

as the thing required -, almofi: every Houfe in a whole

Street being infected, and in many Places every Per-

son in fome of the Houfes ; and that which was Hill

worfe, by the time that the Houfes were known to

be infected, mofl of the Perfons infected would be

flone dead, and the reft run away for Fear of be-

ing fhut up; fo that it was to very fmall Purpofe, to

call them infected Houfes and fhut them up ; the

Infection having ravaged, and taken its Leave of the

Houfe, before it was really known, that the Family
was any way touch'd.

This might be fufficient to convince any reafon-

able Perfon, that as it was not in the Power of the

Magiftrates, or of any human Methods or Policy,

to prevent the fpreading the Infection ; fo that this

way of (hutting up of Houfes was perfectly infuffi-

cient for that End. Indeed it feemed to have no man-
ner of publick Good in it, equal or proportionable

to the grievous Burthen that it was to the particular

Families, that were fo fhut up ; and as far as I was

employed by the Publick in directing that Severity,

I frequently found occafion to fee, that it was inca-

pable of anfwering the End. For example as I

was defired as a Vifitor or Examiner to enquire

into the Particulars of feveral Families which were

infected, we fcarce came to any Houfe where

the Plague had vifibly appear'd in the Family but

that fome of the Family were fled and gone •, the

Magi-
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Magiftrates would refent this, and charge the Exa*
miners with being remifs in their Examination or

Inspection : But by that means Houfes were long in-

fected before it was known. Now, as I was in this

dangerous Office but half the appointed Time, which

was two Months, it was long enough to inform

myfelf, that we were no way cap.ible of coming at

the Knowledge of the true ftate of any Family, but

by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours ; as

forgoing into every Houfe tofearch, that was a part

no Authority wou'd offer to impofe on the Inhabi-

tants, or any Citizen wou'd undertake, for it wou'd

ha' been expofing us to certain Infection and Death,

and to the Ruin of our own Families as well as of

ourfelves ; nor wou'd any Citizen of Probity, and

that cou'd be depended upon, have (laid in the Town,
if they had been made liable to fuch a Severity.

Seeing then that we cou'd come at the Certainty

of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the

Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou'd

not juftly depend, it was not poffible, but that the

Incertainty of this Matter wou'd remain as above.

It is true, Matters of Families were bound by the

Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place

wherein he liv'd, within two Hours after he fhou'd

difcover it, of any Perfon being fick in his Houfe,

lhat is to lay, having Signs of the Infection, but they

found fo many Ways to evade this, and excufe their

Negligence, that they ieldom gave that Notice, till

they had taken Meafares to have every one efcape out

of the Houfe, who had a Mind to efcape, whether

they were Sick or Sound ; and while this was fo, it

is eafy to fee, that the (hutting up of Houfes was

no way to be depended upon, as a Sufficient Method
for putting a (lop to the Infection, becaufe, as I have

laid elfewhere, many of thofe that fo went out of

thofe infected Houfes, had the Plague really upon

them, tho' they might really think themfelves Sound :

And forne of thefe were the People that walk'd the

Streets
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Streets till they fell down dead, not that they were
fuddenly (truck with the Diftemper, as with a Bul-

let that killed with the Stroke, but that they really

had the Infcdion in their Blood long before, only,

that as it prey'd fecretly on the Vitals, it appear'd

not till it feized the Heart with a mortal Power, and
the Patient died in a Moment, as with a fudden

Fainting, or an Apoplectick Fit.

I know that fome, evenofourPhyficians, thought,

For a time, that thofe People that fo died in the Streets

were feized but that Moment they fell, as if they had
been touch'd by a Stroke from Heaven, as Men are

kuTd by a Flafh of Lightning •, but they found Reafon

to alter their Opinion afterward ; for upon examin-

ing the Bodies of fuch, after they were dead, they al-

ways either had Tokens upon them, or other evi-

dent Proofs of the Diftemper having been longer up-

on them than they had otherwife expected.

This often was the Reafon, that, as I have faid,

we that were Examiners were not able to come at the

Knowledge of the Infection being entered into a

Houfe till it was too late to fhut it up ; and fometimes

not till the People that were left were all dead. In

Petticoat-lane two Houfes together were infected, and

feveral People fick 5 but the Diftemper was fo well

concealed, the Examiner, who was my Neighbour,

got no Knowledge of it, till Notice was fent him
that the People were all dead, and that the Carts

fhould call there to fetch them away. The two
Heads of the Families concerted their Meafures, and

fo order'd their Matters, as that when the Examiner
was in the Neighbourhood, they appeared gene-

rally at a time, and anfwer'd, that is, lied for one

another, or got fome of the Neighbourhood to fay

they were all in Health, and, perhaps, knew no bel-

ter, till Death making it impoffible to keep it any

longer as a Secret, the dead Carts were called in

the Night, to both ihe Houfts, and fo it became

O pub-
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public •, but when the Examiner ordered the Con-

liable to fhut up the Houfes, there was no body left

in them but three People, two in one Houfe, and one

in the other juft dying, and a Nurfe in each Houfe,

who acknowledg'd, that they had buried five before,

that the Houfes had been infected nine or ten Days,

and that for all the reft of the two Families, which

were many, they were gone, fome fick, fome well,

or whether fick or well, could not be known.

In like manner, at another Houfe in the fame

Lane, a Man having his Family infected, but very

unwilling to be fhut up, when he could conceal it

no longer, fhut up himfelf; that is to fay, he fee

the great red Crofs upon his Door, with the Words
Lord have Mercy upon us ; and fo deluded the

Examiner, who fuppos'd it had been done by the

Conftable, by Order of the other Examiner, for there

were two Examiners to every Diftrict or Precinct

;

by this Means- he had free Egrefs and Regrefs into

his Houfe again, and out ot it, as he pleas'd, not-

with Handing it was infected •, till at length his Stra-

tagem was found out, and then he, with the found

Part of his Servants and Family, made off, and e-

fcaped ; fo they were not fhut up at all.

Thefe Things made it very hard, if not impofiibk,

as I have faid\ to prevent the fpreading of an Infec-

tion, by the fhutting up of Houfes, unlefs the People

would think the fhutting up of their Houfes no Grie-

vance, and be fo willing to have it done, as that

they would give Notice duly and faithfully to the

Magiftrates of their being infected, as foon as it

was known by themfelves : Bat as that cannot be

expected from them, and the Examiners cannot be

iuppofed, as above, to go into their Houfes to vifit

and fearch, all the Good of fhutting up Houfes
will be defeated, and few Houfes will be fhut up in

time, except thofe of the Poor, who cannot con-

ceal it, and of fome People who will bedifcover'd by

the
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the Terror and Confirmation which the Thing put

them into.

I got myfelf difcharg'd of the dangerous Office I

was in, as foon I cou'd get another admitted, who I

had obtain'd for a little Money to accept of it \ and
fo, inftead of ferving the two Months, which was di-

rected, I was not above threeWeeks in it % and a great

while too, confidering it was in the Month of Auguft%

at which Time the Diftemper began to rage with

great Violence at our End of the Town.
In the Execution of this Office, I cou'd not refrain

fpeaking my Opinion among my Neighbours, as to

this (hutting up the People in their Houfes ; in which

we faw moft evidently the Severities that were tiled,

the? grievous in themfelves, had alio this particular

Objection againft them, namely, that they did not

aniwer the End, as I have faidy
but that the diftemp-

ered People went, Day by Day, about the Streets

;

and it was our united Opinion, that a Method to

have remov'd the Sound from the Sick, in cafe of a

particular Houfe being vifited, wou'd have been

much more reafonable, on many Accounts, leaving

no body with the fick Perfons, but fuch as fhou'd, on
fuch Occafion, requeft to fray and declare themfelves

content to be fhut up with them.

Our Scheme for removing thofe that were found

from thofe that were fick, was only in fuch Houfes

as were infected, and confining the Sick was no Con-
finement •, thofe that cou'd not ftir would not com-
plain while they were in their Senfes, and while they

had the Power of judging : Indeed, when they came
to be delirious and light-headed, then they would
cry out of the Cruelty of being confin'd ; but for the

Removal of thofe that were well, we thought it Highly

reafonable and juft, for their own Sakes, they fhou'd

be removed from the Sick, and that, for other Peo-

ple's Safety, they fhould keep retired for a while,

O 2 to
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to fee that they were found, and might not infect

others ; and we thought twenty or thirty Days e-

nough for this.

Now, certainly, if Houfes had been provided on

purpofe, for thofe that were found, to perform this

demy Quarantine in, they wou'd have much lefs

Reafon to think themfelves injur'd in fuch a Re-

ftraint, than in being confined with infected Peo-

ple in the Houfes where they liv'd.

It is here, however, to be obferved, that after the

Funerals became fo many, that People could not toll

the Bell, mourn, or weep, or wear Black for one
another, as they did before ; no, nor fo much as make
Coffins for thole that died ; fo after a while the Fury
of the Infection appeared to be fo encreafed, that, in

fhort, they fhut up no Houfes at all •, it feem'd e-

nough that all the Remedies of that Kind had been

ufed till they were found fruitlefs, and that the

Plague fpread itfelf with an irrefiftible Fury ; fo that

as the Fire, the fucceeding Year, fpread itfelf, and
burnt with fuch Violence, that the Citizens in de-

fpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguifh it,

fo in the Plague, it came at laft to fuch Violence,

that the People fat ftill looking at one another, and
feem'd quite abandon'd to Defpair j whole Streets

feem'd to be defolated,and not to be fhut up only, but

to be empty'd of their Inhabitants ; Doors were left

open, Windows flood mattering with the Wind in

empty Houfes, for want of People to fhut them : In

a Word, People began to give up themfelves to their

Fears, and to think that all Regulations and Methods
were in vain, and that there was nothing to be ho-

ped for but an univerfal Defolation ; and it was even

in the Height of this general Defpair, that it pleaf-

ed God to ftay his Hand, and to flacken the Fu-
ry of the Contagion, in fuch a Manner, as was even
furprizing, like its beginning, and demonftrated ic

to be his own particular Hand, and that above, if

not
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hot without the Agency of Means, as I fhall take

Notice of in its proper Place.

But I muft ftill fpeak of the Plague, as in its

height, raging even to Defolation, and the People

under the moft dreadful Confirmation, even, as I

have faid, to Defpair. It is hardly credible to what
ExcefTes the Paffions of Men carry'd them in this

Extremity of the Diftemper ; and this Part, I think,

was as moving as the reft. What cou'd affect a

Man in his full Power of Reflection ; and what

could make deeper Impreffions on the Soul, than to

fee a Man, almoft naked, and got out of his Houfe,

or perhaps out of his Bed into the Streer, come out

of Harrow-Alley, a populous Conjunction or Collec-

tion of Alleys, Courts, and Paffages in the Butcher

Row in Whitechapel ! I fay, what cou'd be more af-

fecting, than to fee this poor Man come out into

the open Street, run dancing and finging, and mak-
ing a thoufand antick Geftures, with five or fix. Wo-
men and Children running after him,crying and call-

ing upon him, for the Lord's Sake to come back,

and entreating the Help of others to bring him back,

but all in vain, no-body daring to lay a Hand upon
him, or to come near him. \

This was a moft grievous and afflicting Thing to

me, who faw it all from my own Windows ; for all

this while the poor afflicted Man was, as I obferv'd

it, even then in the utmoft Agony of Pain, hav-

ing, as they faid, two Swellings upon him, which
cou'd not be brought to break, or to fuppurate ;

but by laying ftrong Caufticks on them, the Surge-

ons had, it feems, hopes to break them, which Cau-
fticks were then upon him, burning his Flefh as with

a hot Iron. I cannot fay what became of this poor

Man, but I think he continued roving about in that

Manner till he fell down and died.

No wonder the Afpect of the City itfelf was fright-

ful, the ufual Concourfe of People in the Streets,

O 3 and
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and which ufed to be fupplied from our End of the

Town was abated •, the Exchange was not kept fruit

indeed, but it was no more frequented ; the Fires

were loft *, they had been almoft extinguifhed for

fome Days, by a very (mart and hafty Rain : But
that was not all, fome of the Phyficians infifted, that

they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the

Health of People. This they made a loud Clamour
about, and complain'd to the Lord Mayor about it.

On the other hand, others of the fame Faculty,

and eminent too, oppof-d them, and gave their

Reafons why the Fires were and muff, be ufeful to

affwage the Violence of the Diflemper. I cannot

give a full Account of their Arguments on both

Sides ; only this I remember, that they cavilled very

much with one another •, fome were for Fires, but

that they mud be made of Wood, and not Coal,

and of particular forts of Wood too, fuch as Fir in

particular, or Cedar, becaufe of theflrong Effluvia of

Turpentine-, others were for Coal and not Wood,
becaufe of the Sulphur and Bitumen -

3 and others

were for neither one or other. Upon the whole,

the Lord Mayer ordered no more Fires, and efpeci-

aliy on ibis Account, namely, that the Plague was fo

fierce, that they (aw evidently it defied all Means, and

rather feemed to encreafe than decreafe, upon any

Application to check and abate it ; and yet this

Amazement of the Magiftrates proceeded rather

from want of being able to apply any Means fuc-

cefs fully, than from any UnwiTingnefs, either to ex-

pofe ihemfelves, or undertake the Care and Weight
of Bufinefs ; for, to do them Juftice, they neither

fpared their Pains or their Perfons ; but nothing

anfwered, the Infeclion raged, and the People were

now frighted and terrified to the laft Degree, fo

that, as I may fay, they gave themfelves up, and,

as I mentioned above, abandoned themfelves to

their Dcfjpair u

Em
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f But let me obferve here, that when I fay the Peo-

ple abandoned themfelves to Defpair, I do not mean

to what Men call a religious Defpair, or a Defpair

of their eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their

being able to efcape the Infection, or to outlive the

Plague, which they faw was fo raging and fo irre-

Mible in its Force, that indeed few People that

were touch'd with it in its height, about Auguft and

September, efcaped ; and, which is very particular,

contrary to its ordinary Operation in June and July9

and the Beginning of Auguft, when, as I have ob-

ferv'd, many were infected, and continued fo many
Days, and then went off, after having had the

Poifon in their Blood a long time •, but now on the

contrary, moil of the People who were taken dure-

ing the two lad Weeks in Auguft, and in the three

•firft Weeks in September, generally died in two
or three Days at fartheft, and many the very

fame Day they were taken ; whether the Dog-days,

or as our Aftrologers pretended to exprefs them-

felves, the Influence of the Dog-Star had that ma-
lignant Effect •, or all thofe who had the Seeds of

Infection before in them, brought it up to a Ma-
turity at that time altogether, I know not ; but this

was the Time when it was reported, that above

3000 People died in one Night *, and they that

wou'd have us believe they more critically obferved

it, pretend to fay, that they all died within the Space

of two Hours, viz. between the Hours of One and

Three in the Morning.
; As to the Suddennefs of People's dying at this time,

more than before, there were innumerable Inftances

of it, and I could name feveral in my Neighbour-
hood ; one Family without the Bars, and not far from
me, were all feemingly well on the Monday, being

Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and one

Apprentice were taken ill, and died the nextMorn-
ing

9 when the other Apprentice and two Children

O 4 were
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were touch'd, whereof one died the fame Even-

ing, and the other two on JVednefday •, in a Word,
by Saturday at Noon, the Matter, Miftrefs, four

Children, and four Servants, were all gone, and the

Houfe left entirely empty, except an ancient Wo-
man, who came in to take Charge of the Goods for

the Matter of the Family's Brother, who liv'd not

far off, and who had not been fick.

Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the Peor

pie being carried away dead, and efpecially in an

Alley farther, on the fame Side beyond the Bars, go^

ing in at the Sign oiMofes and Aaron \> there were fe^

vera! Houfes together, which (they faid) had not one

Peribn left alive in them, and fome that died laft in

feveral of thofe Houfes,were left a little too long be-

fore they were fttch'd out to be bury'd ; the Reafon

of which was not, as fome have written, very untru^

ly, that the living were not fufficient to bury the

dead \ but that the Mortality was fo great in theYard,

or Alley, that there was no-body left to give. Notice

to the Buiiers Oi Sexton.% that there were any dead

Bodies there to be bury'd. It was faid, how true I

know not, that fome of thofe Bodies were fo much cor-

rupted, and fo rotten, that it was with Difficulty they

were can y'd \ and as the Cart< could not come any

nearer than to the Alley-rGate in the High-ftreet, it

was fomuch the more dirhcult to bring them along;

but I am not certain how many Bodies were then

left. I am lure that ordinarily it was not fo.

Aslhavememion'd how the People were brought
into a r one Don to defbair of Life, and abandon
them (elves, fo this very Thing had a ftrange Effe<5b

among us for three or four Weeks, that is, it made
thm bold and venturous, they were no more fhy of

one another, or rettrained within Doors, but went

any where, and every where, and began to converfe ;

pne wou ! d fay to another, I do not afk you how you
are, or fay how I am

?
it is certain we fhall all go,

f

Q
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fo 'tis no Matter who is fick or who is found, and fo

they run defperately into any Place or any Company.*

As it brought the People into Public Company,

fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd

into the Churches ; they inquir'd no more into who
they fat nearto,or far from, what offen five Smells they

met with, or what Condition the People feemed to be

in, but looking upon themfelves all as fo many dead

Corpfes, they come to the Churches without the leaft

Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives

were of no Confequence, compar'd to the Work
which *hey came about there : Indeed, the Zeal

which th^y fhew'd in coming, and the Earneftnefs

and Affection they fhew'd in their Attention to what

they heard, made it manifeft what a Value People

would all put upon the Worfhip of God, if they

thought every Day they attended at the Church

that it would be their laft.

Nor was it without other ftrange Effects, for it

took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a-

bout the Perfon who they found in the Pulpit when
they came to the Churches. It cannot be doubted,

but that many of the Minifters of the Parifh Chur-

ches were cut off among others, in fo common and
dreadful a Calamity ; and others had not Courage

enough to (land it, but removed into the Country

as they found Means for Efcape ; as then fome Pa-

rifh-Churches were quite vacant and forfaken, the

People made no Scruple of defiring fuch Diffenters

as had been a few Years before depriv'd of their Li-

vings, by Virtue of the Act of Parliament call'd,

The Aft of Uniformity', to preach in the Churches, nor

did the Church Minifters in that Cafe make any
Difficulty of accepting their Affiftance; fo that ma-
ny of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had
their Mouths open'd on this Qccafion, and preach'd

publickly to the People,

Here
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Here we may obferve, and I hope ic will not be

am ifs to take notice of it, that a near view of Death

would foon reconcile Men of good Principles one

to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our

eafy Situation in Life, and our putting thefe Things

far from us, that our Breaches are fomented, ill

Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and

of Chriftian Union fd much kept and fo far car-

ry 'd on among us. as it is : Another Plague Year
would reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe con-

vening with Death, or with Difeafes that threaten

Death, would fcum off the Gall from our Tem-
pers, remove the Animofities among us, and

bring us to fee with differing Eyes, than thofe

which we look'd on Things with before ; as

the People who had been ufed to join with the

Church, were reconcil'd at this Time, with the

admitting the Diffenters to preach to them :

So the Diffenters, who with an uncommon Preju-

dice, had broken off from the Communion of the

Church of England, were now content to come to

their PariuVChurches, and to conform to the Wor-
ship which they did not approve of before; but as

the Terror of the Infection abated, thofe Things

all returned again to their lefs defirable Channel,

and to the Courfe they were in before.

I mention this but hiftorically, I have no mind
to enter into Arguments to move either, or both

Sides to a more charitable Compliance one with a-

nother ; I do not fee that it is probable fuch a Dif-

courfe would be either fuitable or fuccefsful ; the

Breaches feem rather to widen, and tend to a wi-

dening further, than to cjofmg, and who am I that

I fnould think myfelf able to influence either one

Side or other? But this I may repeat again, that

'tis evident Death will reconcile us all ; on the o-

ther Side the Grave we fhall be all Brethren again :

In Heaven, whether, I hope we may come from all

Parties



the FLA GU E. 203

Parties and Perfwafions, we mall find neither Pre-

judice or Scruple ; there we fhall be of one Principle

and of one Opinion : why we cannot be content to

go Hand in Hand to the Place where we fhall join

Heart and Hand without the leaft Hefitation, and

with the moft compleat Harmony and Affection ; I

fay, why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing -to,

neither mall I fay any thing more of it, but that ic

remains to be lamented.

I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities

of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the

Objects that appear'd among us every Day, the

dreadful Extravagancies which the Diftraction of

lick People drove them into ; how the Streets be-

gan now to be fuller of frightful Objects, and Fa-

milies to be made even a Terror to themfelves

:

But after I have told you, as I have above, that

one Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no
other Way to deliver himfelf, fet the Bed on fire

with his Candle, which unhappily ftood within his

reach, and burnt himfelf in his Bsd. And how
another, by the infufferable Torment he bore,

danced and fung naked in the Streets, not know-
ing one Extafy from another •, I fay, after I have

mention'd thefe Things, What can be added more ?

What can be laid to reprefent the Mifery of thefe

Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him
a more perfect Idea of a complicated Dittrefs?

I mult acknowledge that this Time was terri-

ble, that I was fometimes at the End of all my Re-
folutions, and that I had not the Courage that I had
at the Beginning. As the Extremity brought other

People abroad, it drove me Home, and except,

having made my Voyage down to Blackwall and

Greenwich^ as I have related, which was an Excur^

fion, I kept afterwards very much within Doors,

as I had for about a Fortnight before ; I have faid

already, that 1 repented feveral times that I had

1 ventur'd
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ventur'd to flay in Town, and had not gone away

with my Brother, and his Family, but it it was too

late for that now ; and after I had retreated and ftay'd

within Doorc a good while before my Impatience

led me Abroad, then they call'd me, as I have faid,

to an ugly and dangerous Office, which brought

me out again ; but as that was expir'd, while the

hight of theDiftemper lafted, I retir'd again, and con-

tinued clofe ten or twelve Days more ; during

which many difmal Speflacles reprefented them-

felves in my View, out of my own Windows, and

in our own Street, as that particularly from Har-

row Alleyy of the poor outrageous Creature which

danced and fung in his Agony, and many others

there were : Scarce a Day or Night pafs'd over, but

fbme difmal Thing or other happened at the End
of that Harrow-Alley', which was a Place full of poor

People, mod of them belonging to the Butchers, or

to Employments depending upon the Butchery.

Sometimes Heaps and Throngs of People would

burft out of the Alley, moft of them Women,
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or compound-
ed of Screetches, Cryings and Calling one another,

that we could not conceive what to make of it ;

almoft all the dead Part of the Night the dead

Cart flood at the End of that Alley, for if it went

in it could not well turn again, and could go in

but a little Way. There, 1 fay, it flood to receive

dead Bodies, and as the Church-Yard was but a

little Way off, if it went away full it would foon

be back again : It is impoffible to defcribe the moft
foorrrible Cries and Noife the poor People would
make at their bringing the dead Bodies of their

Children and Friends out of the Cart, and by the

Number one would have thought, there had been

none left behind, or that there were People enough
for a fmall City living in thofe Places: Several

times they cryed Murther, fometimes Fire -, but

it
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it was eafy to perceive it was all DiflracYion, and
the Complaints of diftrefs'd and diftemper'd Peo-

ple.

I believe it was every where thus at that time, for

the Plague rag'd for fix or feven Weeks beyond all

that I have excpefs'd ; and came even to fuch a
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break

into that excellent Order, of which I have fpokeri

fo much, in behalf of the Magiftrates, namely,

that no dead Bodies were feen in the Streets or

Burials in the Day-time, for there was a Neceffity,

in this Extremity, to bear with its being otherwise,

for a little while.

One thing I cannot omit here, and indeed I

thought it was extraordinary ; at lead, it Teemed a

remarkable Hand of Divine Juftice, (viz.) That
all the Predcliors, Aftrologers, Fortune-tellers,

and what they call'd cunning-Men, Conjurers, and

the like ; Calculators of Nativities, and Dreamers

of Dreams, and fuch People, were gone and va-

nifti'd, not one of them was to be found : I am,
verily, perfwaded that a great Number of them fell

in the heat of the Calamity, having ventured to

flay upon the Profpecl of getting great Eftates ;

and indeed their Gain was but too great for a time,

through the Madnefs and Folly of the People -

?
but

now they were filent, many of them went to their

long Home, not able to foretel their own Fate, or

to calculate their own Nativities ; fome have been

critical enough to fay, that every one of them dy'd ;

1 dare not affirm that; but this I mult own, that

I never heard of one of them that ever appear'd

after the Calamity was over.

But to return to my particular Obfervations,

during this dreadful part of the Vifitation : I am
now come, as I have faid, to the Month of Sep-

tember, which was the moft dreadful of its kind, I

believe, that ever London faw -

3 for by all the Ac-
counts
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counts which I have feen of the preceding Vifita-

tions which have been in London, nothing has been

like it ; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount-

ing to almoft 40,000 from the 22d of Augujl, to

the 26th of Septembery being but five Weeks, the

particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz)

From Auguftxht 22d to the 29th 7496
To the 5th of September- 8252
To the 1 2th - » * 7690
Totheiqth — . 8297
To the 26th * 6460

3 8l 95
This was a prodigious Number of itfelf, but if

I mould add the Reafons which I have to believe

that this Account was deficient, and how deficient

it was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be-

lieve that there died above ten Thoufand a Week for

all thofe Weeks, one Week with another, and a

proportion for feveral Weeks both before and af-

ter : The Confufion among the People, efpecially

within the City at that time, was inexpreffible ; the

Terror was fo great at laft, that the Courage of the

People appointed to carry away the Dead, began

to fail them ; nay* feveral of them died, altho' they

had the Diftemper before, and were recover'd ;

and fome of them drop'd down when they have

been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfide, and

juft ready to throw them in ; and this Confufion

was greater in the City, becaufe they had flat-

ter'd themfelves with Hopes of efcaping : And
thought the Bitternefs of Death was part : One
Cart they told us, going up Shoreditch^ was for-

faken of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to

drive, he died in the Street, and the Horfes going

on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, fome

thrown out here, fome there, in a difmal manner ;

Another Cart was it feems found in the great

Pit
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Pic in Finsiury Fields, the Driver being dead, or

having been gone and abandon'd it, and the Horfes

running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the

Horfes in alfo : It was fuggefted that the Driver

was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up-

on him, by Reafon his Whip was feen to be in

the Pit among the Bodies 5 but that, I fuppofe,

cou'd not be certain.

In our Parilh of Aldgate^ the Dead Carts

were feveral times, as I have heard, found {land-

ing at the Church-yard Gate, full of dead Bodies,

but neither Bellman or Driver, or any one elfe

with it ; neither in thefe, or many other Cafes, did

they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for

fometimes they were let down with Ropes out of

Balconies and out of Windows •, and fometimes

the Bearers brought them to the Cart, fometimes

other People ; nor, as the Men themfehes /aid, did

they trouble themfelves to keep any Account of the

Numbers.
The Vigilance of the Magiftrate was now put

to the utmoft Trial, and it muft be confefs'd, can

never be enough acknowledg'd on this Occafion

alfo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were at,

two Things were never neglected in the City or

Suburbs either.

1. Provifions were always to be had in full Plenty,

and the Price not much rais'd neither, hardly worth

fpeaking.

2. No dead Bodies Jay unburied or uncovered ;

and if one walk'd from one end of the City to ano-

ther, no Funeral or fign of it was to be feen in the

Day-time, except a little, as I have faid above, in

the three hrft Weeks in September.

This laft Article perhaps will hardly be believ'd,

when fome Accounts which others have published

fmce that mail be feen, wherein they fay, that the

Dead lay unburied, which I am allured was utterly

' falfej
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falfe •, at leaft, if it had been any where fo, it muff:

ha* been in Houfes where the Living were gone

from the Dead, having found means, as I have ob-

ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was gi-

ven to the Officers : All which amounts to nothing

at all in the Cafe in Hand \ for this I am pofitive

in, having myfelf been employ'd a little in the Di-

rection of that Part in the Parifh in which I liv'd,

and where as great a Defolation was made in

proportion to the Number of Inhabitants as was

any where. I fay, I am fure that there were no
dead Bodies remain'd unburied ; that is to fay,

none that the proper Officers knew of y none for

want of People to carry them off* and Buriers to

put them into the Ground and cover them ; and

this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might

lie in Houfes and Holes, as in Mofes and Aaron Alley, is

nothing ; for it is mod certain, they were buried as

fbon as they were found. As to the firft Article,

namely, of Provifions, the Scarcity or Dearnefs, tho*

I have mentioned it before, and fhall fpeak of it a-

gain ; yet I muft obferve here,

(i.) The Price of Bread in particular was not

much raifed ; for in the Beginning of the Year (viz.)

In the firft Week in March, the Penny Wheaten
Loaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height

of the Contagion, it was to be had at nine Oun-
ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that

Seafon : And about the beginning of November it-

was fold ten Ounces and a half again •, the like of

which, I believe, was never heard of in any City,

under fo dreadful a Vifuation before.-

(2.) Net
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(2.) Neither was there (which I wondered much
m) any want of Bakers or Ovens kept open to fupply

the People with Bread ; but this was indeed alledg'd

by ibme Families, viz. That their Maid-Servants

going to the Bake-houfes with their Dough to be

baked, which was then theCuftom, fometimes came
Home wiih the Sicknefsj that is to fay, the Plague

upon them.

In all this dreadful Vifitatidn, there were, as I

have faid before, but two Peft-houfes made uk of,

viz. One in the Fields beyond Old-Street, and one in

Weftminfter ; neither was there any Compulfion us'd

in carrying People thither : Indeed there was no

need of Compulfion in the Cafe, for there were

Thoufands of poor diftreffed People, who having no

Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Chari-

ty, would have been very glad to have been carried

thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was

the only thing that, I think, was wanting in the whole

pubiick Management of the City : feeing no Body
was here allowed to be brought to the Peft-houfe,

but where Money was given, or Security for Money,
either at their introducing, or upon their being

cured and fent out ; for very many were fent out again

whole, and very good Phyficians were appointed to

thofe Places, {o that manyPeoule did very well there,

of which I (hall make Mention again. The princi-

pal Sort of People fent thither were, as I have faid,

Servants, who got rhe Diftemper by going of Er-

rands to fetch NecefTaries to the Families where they

Jived : and who in that Cafe, if they came Home
fick, were remov'd to preferve thereit of the Houfe;

and they were fo well look'd after there, in all the

time of the Vifitation, that there was but 156 bailed

in all at the London Pelt houfe, and 159 at that of

Weftminfter.

By having more Peft-houfe.% I am far from mean-
ing a forcing all People into fucfa Places, Had the

P ftiutting



2io The HISTORY of

fhutung up of Houfes been om'uted, and the Sick

hurried out oi' their Dwellings to Peft-houfes, as

forne propoied, it feemsj at that time as well as fince,

it would certainly have been much worfe than it

was ; the very removing the Sick, would have been

a fpreading of the Infection, and the rather becaufe

that removing could not effectually clear the Houfe,

where die fick Prrfon was, of the Diftemper; and the

reft of the Family being then left ac Liberty would

certainly fpread it among others.

TheMediods alio in private Families,whlch would

have been univerfally ufed to have concealed the

Diftemper, and to have concealed the Perfons being

ficfc, would have been fuch, that the Diftemper

would fometimes have feized a whole Family before

any Victors or Examiners could have known of it:

On the other hand, the prodigious Numbers which

would have been fick at a time,would have exceeded all

the Capacity of publick Peft-houfes to receive them,

or of publick Officers to difeover and remove diem.

This was well confidered in thofe Days, and I

have heard them talk of it often : The Magiftrates

had enough to do to bring People to fubmit to hav-

ing their Houfes fhut up, and many Ways they de-

ceived the Watchmen, and got our, as J have ob-

ferved : But that Difficulty made it apparent, that

they would have found it impracticable to have gone

the other way to Work ; for they could never have

forced the fick People out of their Beds, and out of

their Dwellings-, it muft not have been my Lord
Mayor's Officers, but an Army of Officers that muft

have attempted it; and the People, on the other hand,

would have been enraged and delperate, and would
have kill'd thofe that fhould have offered to have

meddled with them or whh their Children and Re-
lations, whatever had befallen them for it; fo that

they would have made the People, who, as it was,

were in che moil terrible DiftracYion imaginable ; I

fay,
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fay, they would have made them ftark mad *, where-

as the Magiftraces found it proper on feveral Ac-
counts to treat them with Lenity and Companion,

and not with Violence and Terror, fuch as dragging

the Sick out of their Houfes, or obliging them to

remove themfelvcs, would have been.

This leads me again to menton the Time, when
the Plague 'fir ft began, that is to fay, when it be-

came certain thac it would fpread over the whole

Town, when, as I have faicf, the better fort of

People firft took the Alarm, and begun to hurry

themfe'ves out of Town : It was true, as I obferved

in its Place, that the Throng was fo great, and the

Coaches, Horfes, Waggons and Carts were fo many,

driving and dragging the People away, that it look'd

as if all the City was running away ; and had any

Regulations been publihYd that had been terrifying

at that time, efpeciaily fuch as would pretend to

difpofe of the People, Otherwife than they would

difpofe of themfelves, it would have put both the

City and Suburbs into the litmoft Confufion.

But the Magiftrates wifely caus'd the People to be

encourag'd, made very good By-Laws for she regu-

lating the Citizen5,keeping good Order in the Streets,

and making every thing as eligible as poflible to

all Sorts or People.

In the firft Place, the Lord Mayor and the She-
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, and a certain Number
of the Common Council-Mm, or their Deputies,

came to a Refolution and pubhfh'd ir^/z.^Tua tLy
" would not quic the City themfelves, but that they

ft would be always at hand for the prefci ving gcoi
" Order in every Place, and for the doing Juiiice 01
P ail Occafioni ; as alio lor the diftributing the
" publick Charity to the Poor; and in a Word, for

" the doing the Duty, and difcharging the Truft
" repos'd in them by the Citizens, to the ucrnoil of
" their Power,

P * In



2i2 the HISTORY of

In.Puifua nee of theie Orders the Lord Mayor,
Sheriffs, tj'c. held Councils every Day more or lcfs,

for making fuch Difpofitions as they found need-

ful for preferring the Civil Peace; and tho' they

ufed the Pcop'ewith all poffible Gentlenefs and Cle-

mency, yet all manner of prefumptuous Rogues, fuch

as Thieves,Houfe- breakers, Plunderers of the Dead,

or of the Sick, were duly punifh'd, and feveral De-

clarations were continually publifhed by the Lord
Mayor and Court of Aldermen againft fuch.

Alfo ail Conftables and Church-wardens were en-

join'd to flay in the City upcn fcvere Penalties, or

to depute fuch able and fufficient Houfe-keepers, as

the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of

the Precinct ihould approve, and for whom they

mould give Security •, and alfo Security in cafe of

Mortality, that they would forthwith conftitute

other Conftables in their Mead.

Thele things re-eftabiifh'd the Minds of the People

very much, efpecially in the firft of their Fright,

when they talk'd of making fo univerfal a Flight,

that the City would have been in Danger of being'

entirely deferttd of its lnhahitants, except the Poor;

and the Country of being plunder'd and laid wafte

by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiftrates de-

ficient in performing their Part as boldly as they pro-

mifed it •, for my Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs were

continually in the Streets, and at Places of the great-

eft Danger, and tho' they did not care for having too

great a Refort of People crouding about them, yet I

in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the PeopleAc-

cefs to them, and heard with Patience all their •

Grievances and Complaints •, my Lord Mayor had

a low Gallery built on purpofe in his Hall, where i

be. (food a little rernov'd from the Croud when any

Complaint came to be heard, that he might appear

with as much Safety as pofifible.

Likewife
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Likewife the proper Officers, called my Lord

Mayor's Officers, conftantly attended in their Turns,

as they were in waiting ; and if any of them were

Tick or infected, as feme of them were, orhers were

inftantly employed to fill up and officiate in their

Places, till k was known whether the other mould
live or die.

In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in

their feveral Stations and Wards, where they were

placed by Office, and the Sheriff's Officers or Ser-

jeants were appointed to receive Orders from the

refpefh've Aldermen in their Turn •, fo that Juftice

was executed in all Cafes without Interruption. In

the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares,

to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets

obferv'd ; and in this part eicher the Lord Mayor, or

one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to

fee that the Country People had all pofiible En-
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the

Markets, and going back again •, and that no Nu-
fances or frightful Objects Jbould be feen in t&
Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to

come. Alfo the Bakers were taken under particular

Order, and the Mailer of the Bakers Company
was, with his Court of Am Hants, directed to fee

theOrder of my Lord Mayor for their Regulation put

in Execution, and the due Affize of Bread, which

was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obferv'd,

and all the Bakers were oblig'd to keep their Ovens
going conftantly, on pain of lofing the Privileges of

a Freeman of the City of London.

By this means, Bread was always to be had in-

Plenty, and as cheap asufual, a. I laid above ; and
Provifions were never wanting in the Markets, even

to fuch a Degree, that I often wonder'd at it, and

reproach'd my'felf with being fo timorous and cau-

P 3 tioua
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tious in ftirring abroad, when the Country People

came freely and boldly ro Marker, as if there had
been no manner of Infection in the City, or Danger
of cathtng it.

It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduct in

the faid Mag ill rates, that the Streets were keptcon-

ftar.tly clear, and free from all manner of frightful

Objects, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were in-

decenr or unpleafant, unlefs where any Body fell

down fuddenly or died in the Streets, as I have Jaid

above, and theft were generally covered with fome
Cloth or Blanket, or removed into the next Church-

yard, till Night : All the needful Works that carried

Terror with them, that were both difmal and dan-

gerous, were done in the Night ; if any difeas'd

Bodies were remov'd, or dead Bodies buried, or in-

fected Cloths burnt, it was done in the Night ; and

all the Bodies, which were thrown into the great

Fits in the feveral Church-yards or burying Grounds,

as has been obferv'd, were f° remov'd in the Night -

9

and every thing was covered and clofed before Day

:

So that in the Day-time there was not the leaft Sig-

nal of the Calamity to be feen or heard of, except

what was to be obferv'd from the Emptinefs of the

Streets, and fometimes from the pafllonate Out-

cries and Lamentations of the People, out at their

Windows, and from the Numbers of Houfes and

Shops fhut up.

Nor was the Silence and Emptinefs of the Streets

fo much in the City as in the Out-parts, except juft

at one particular time,when, as I have mention'd, the

Plague came Eaft, and fpread over all the City ; It

was indeed a merciful Difpofition of God, that as the

Plague began at one End of the Town firft, as has

been obferv'd at large, fo it proceeded progrefTivcly to

other Parts, and did not come on this way or Eaft-

ward, till it had fpent its Fury in the Wed part of

the
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the Town ; and fo as it came on one way, it abated

another. For Example,

It began at St. Giles's and the Weftminfter End of

the Town, and it was in its Height in ail that part

by about the Middle o^ July, viz. in St. Giles in the

Fields, St. Andrew's Holborn, St. Clement-Danes %

St. Afartin
9
sin the Fields, and in Weftminfter: The

tetter End of July, itdecreafed in thofe Parifhes, and

coming Eaft, it encreafed prodigioufly in Cripple-

gate, St.'Sepulcbers, St. Ja.Clerkenwell, and Si. Bride?,

andAldei[gate \ while it was in all fhefe Parifhes, the

City and ail the Parifhes of the Southwark Side of

the Water, and all Stepney, White-Chapel, Aldgate,

Wapping, and Ratcliff, were very little touch'd ; fo

that People went about their Bufinefs unconcern'd,

carryed on their Trades, kept open their Shops, and
converfed freely with one another in all the City,

the Eaft and North-Eaft Suburbs, and in Southwark,

almoft as if the Plague had not been among us.

Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs
were fully infected, viz. Cripplegate, Clerhnwell,

Bifhopfgate, and Shoreditch, yet (till all the reft were

tolerably well. For Example,

From 25th July to ift. Auguft the Bill flood thus

of all Difeafes ;

St. Giles Cripplcgate -
! 554

St. Sepulchres —- — 250
Clerwenwell « » 103
Biftoopfgate • - 1 1

6

Shcreditcb • —— 1 1 o

Stepney Parifh —— -—• — 127
Aldgate 92
White- Chapel — — — —g — 104.

All the 97 Parifhes within the Walls — 228
AH the Parifhes in Southwark — —

> 205

18S9
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So that in fhort there died more that Week in

the two Paiifhes of Cripplegate, and St. Sepuubers

by 48 than all the City, all the Eaft Suburbs,

and all the Scuthivark Farilhes put together : This

caufed the Reputation of the City's Health to con-

tinue all over England* and efpecially in the Coun-

ties and Markets adjacent, from whence our Supply

of Provifions chiefly came, even much longer than

that Health itfelf continued -

9 for when the People

came into the Streets from the Country, by Shore-

ditch and Bifiopfgate* or by Old ftreet and Smithfield*

they would fee iheOut-ftreets empty, and the Houfcs

and Shops fhut, and the few People that were ftirring

there walk in the Middle of the Streets ; but when

they came within the City, there things looked better*

and the Markets and Shops were open, and the

People walking about the Streets as ufual, tho' not

quite fo many ; and this continued till the latter End
of Auguft, and the Beginning of September.

But then the Cafe alter'd quite, the Diftemper

abated in the Weft and North- Weft Parifhes, and

the Weight of the Infection lay on the City and

the Ealtern Suburbs, and the Southwark Side, and

this in a frighful manner.

Then indeed the City began to lookdifmal, Shops

to be fhut, and the Streets defolate \ in the High-
Street indeed Neceflky made People ftir abroad on
many OccaGons \ and there would be in the middle

of the Day a pretty many People, but in the Morn-
ings and Evenings fcarce any to be (ten

9 even there,

nd not in Cornhill aad Cbeapftde.

ThcfeObfervationsof mine were abundantly con-

firi m'd by the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thofe

Weeks, an Abftract of which, as they refpect the

Parifnes which I have mentioned,and as theymake the

Calculations I fpeak of very evident, take as follows,

The Weekly Bill, which makes out thisDecreafe

the Burials in the Weft and North iide of the

City, Hand thus. From
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From the 12 th of September to the 19th.

St. Giles's Cripplegate — — 456
St. Giles in the Fields —— —

-

140
Clerkenwell — — — —

-

J 7
St. Sepulchers - 214
St. Leonard Sboreditcb ————

—

183

Stepney Parifh ;
-— 710

Aldgate —— >
A

.

-"^
62.5

White-Chapel — 532
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls 1493
In the 8 Parifhes on Soulhwark Side— -1636

6o6q

Here is a Orange Change of Things indeed, and

a, fad Change it was, and had it held for two Months
more than it did, very few People would have been

left alive : But then fuch, I fay, was the merciful

Difpofuion of God, that when it was thus the "Weft

and North Part, which had been fo dreadfully vifited

at flrfc, grew, as you fee, much better , and as the

People difappeai'd here, they began to look abroad

again there 1 and the next Week or two alter*d it ftill

mo-e, that is, more to the Encouragement of the

other Part of the Town. For Example :

From the 19th of September to the 26 ..h.

St. Giles's Cripplegaie —
;

—

-

277
$** Giles in the Fields —

—

119
Clerkenwell . —— — — —— —

.

76
St. Sepulchers — . — — —- — 193
S:. Leonard Schoreditch— 146

Stepney Parifh — « 616_ . 406
White- Chapel . • ———- 346
In the 97 Parifhes within the Wals — 1268

-In the 8 Pari flies on Soulhwark Side *— 1390
m » . .. .—

9 4900
From
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From the 26th of Septcmb. to the 3d of Otloher.

St. G/'/d'j Cripplegate 196
Sr. G,7a in the Fields — . 95
Clerkenzvell . 48
St. Sepulchres 137
St. Leonard Shoreditcb - . . 1 2 8

Stepney Parifh < 674
Aldgate • 372
White- Chapel . 328
In the 97 Parifhes within the Walls—— 1 149
In the 8 Parifhes on Southward Side 1201

4328

And now the Mifery of the City, and of the faid

Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed ; for as

you fee the Weight of the Ciflemper lay upon thofe

Parts, that is to fay, the Cify, the eight Parifhes

over the River, with the Parifhes of Aldgate^ White-

Cbapel, and Stepney, and this was the Time that the

Bills came up to fuch a monfrrous Height, as that I

mention'd before •, and that Eight or Nine, and, as

1 believe, Ten or Twelve Thoufand a Week died

;

for 'tis my fettled Opinion, that they never could

come at any juft Account of the Numbers, for the

Reafons which I have given already.

Nay one of the moft eminent Phyficians, who
has fince publim'd in Latin an Account of thofe

Times, and of his Obfervations, fays, that in one

Week there died twelve Thoufand People, and that

particularly there died four Thoufand in one Night

;

tho' I do not remember that there ever was any

fuch particular Night, fo remarkably fatal, as that

fuch a Number died in it: However all this con-

firms what I have laid above of the Uncertainty of

the Bills of Mortality, &c. of which I fhall fay

more hereafter.

And
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And here let me take leave to enter again, the/

it may feem a Repetition of Circumftances, into a De-
fcription of the miferable Condition of the City it

{df, and of thofe Parts where I liv'd at thi?particu-

lar Time : The City and thofe other Parts, notwith-

ftanding the great Numbers of People that were gone
into the Country, was vaflly full of People, and per-

haps the fuller, becaufe People had for a long time

a ftrong Belief, that the Plague would not come in-

to the City, nor into Southward no nor into Wrap-

ping or Ratcliff 2X all; nay fuch was the Affurance

of the People on that Head, that many remov'd

from the Suburbs on the Weft and North Sides, in-

to thofe Eaftern and South Sides as for Safety, and
as I very believe, carry'd the Plague amongft them
there, perhaps fooner than they would otherwife

have had it.

Here alfo I ought to leave a farther Remark for

the Ufe of Poilerity, concerning the Manner of

Peoples infecting one another ; namely, that it wras

not the fick People only, from whom the Plague was

immediately receiv'd by others that were found, bat

THE WELL. To explain myfelf \ by the Jick Peo-

ple I mean thofe who were known to be fick, had

taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had
Swellings and Tumours 'upon them, and the like ;

thefe every Body could beware of, they were either

in their Beds, or in fuch Condition as cou'd not be

conceal'd.

By the Well, I mean fuch as had received the Con-
tagion, and had it really upon them, and in their

Blood, yet did not (hew the Confequences of it in

their Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of

it themfelves, as many were not for feveral Days.

Thefe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every

Body who came near them ; nay their very Cloaths

retain'd the Infection , their Hands would infect: the

Things they touch'd, especially if they were warm
and
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and fweaty, and they were generally apt to fweat

too.

Now it was irnpoffible to know thefe People, nor

did they iomctimes, as I have laid, know rhemfelves

to be infected : Thefe weie the People that To often

dropt down and fainted in the Streets ; for often-

times they would go about the Streets to the laft,

till on a fudden they would fweat, grow faint, fie

down at a Door and die : It is true, finding them-

felves thus, they would druggie hard to get Home
to their own Doors, or at other Times would be

juft able to go in to their Houfes and die inftantly ^

other Times they would go about till they had the

very Tokens come out upon them, and yet not know
it, and would die in an Hour or two after they came
Home, but be well as long as they were Abroad :

Thefe were the dangerous People, thefe were the

People of whom the well People ought to have

been afraid ; but then on the other Side it was irrw

poffible to know them.

And this is the Reafon why it is impofiible in a

Vifnation to prevent the fpreading of the Plague

by the utmoft human Vigilance, {viz.) that it is im-

poflible to know the infected People from the found ;

or that the infected People mould perfectly know
themft-lves : I knew a Man whoconverfed freely in

London all the Seafon of the Plague in 1665, and

kept .about him an Antidote or Cordial, on pur-

pofe to take when he thought himfelf in any Dan-
ger, and he had fjch a Rule to know, or have

Warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met
with before or frnce ; how far it may be depended

on I know not : He had a Wound in his Leg, and

whenever he came among any People that were not

found, and the Infection began to affect him, he

laid he could know it by that Signal, {viz.) That his

Wound in his Leg would fmart, and look pale

and white * fo as icon as ever he felt it fmart, it

was
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was time For him to withdraw, or to take Care of

himfelf, taking his Drink, which he always carried

about him for that Purpofe. Now it feems he found
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was in

Company with fuch, who thought themfelves to be

found, and who appear'd fo ro one another ; but he

would prefently rife up, and fay publickly, Friends,

here is fome Body in the Room that has the Plague,

and fo would immediately break up the Company.
This was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People,

that the Plague is not to be avoided by thofe that

converfe prom i feuou fly in a Town infected, and

People have it when they know it not, and that they

likewife give it to others when they kn©w not that

they have it themfelves; and in this Cafe, minting

up the WELL or removing the SICK will not do
it, unlefs they can go back and fhut up all thofe that

the Sick had convers'd with, even before they knew
themfelves to be fick, and none knows 'how far to

carry that back, or where to (lop ; for none knows
when, or where, or how they may have received

the Infection, or from whom.
This I take to be the Reafon, which makes fo many

People talk of the Air being corrupted and infected,

and that they need not be cautious of whom they

converfe with, for that the Contagion was in the

Air. I have feen them in ftrange Agitations and Sur-

prifeson this Account, I have never come near any

infected Body ? fays the difturbed Per/on, I have con-

vers'd with none9 but found healthy People, and yet

I have gotten the Diftemper! I am fure I am
ftruck from Heaven, fays another^ and he falls to the

ferions Part 5 again the firft goes on exclaiming, I

have come near no Infection, or any infected Per-

fon, / am fure it is in the Air : We draw in Death
when we breathe, and therefore 'tis the Hand of

God, there is no withftanding it ; and this at laft

made many People, being hardened to the Danger,
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orow kTs conrern'd at if. and lefs cautious towards

the latter End of the Time, and when it was

come to its Height, than they were at firft •, then

with a kind of a Turkifo Pfedeflinarianifm, tru-y

would fay, if it pleas'd God to ftrike them, it was

all one whether they went Abroad or (laid at Plome,

they cou'd not efcape it, and therefore they went

boldly about even into infe<fted Houfes, and infected

Company •, vifitcd Tick People, and in fiiort, lay in

the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they

were infected *, and what was the Confequence ? But

the fame that is the Confequence in Turkey, and in

thofe Countries where they do thofe Things ; name-

ly, that they were infected too, and died by Hun-
dreds and Thoufands.

I would be far from lefTening the Awe of the Judg-
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence,

which ought always to be on our Minds on fuch Oo
cafions as thefe; doubtlefs the Vifitauon it felf is

a Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or

Nation where it falls j a MelTenger of his Venge-

ance, and a loud Call to that Nation, or Country,

or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according

to that of the Prophet Jeremiah xviii. 7, 8. At what

infant Ifhallfpeak concerning a Nation, and concern-

ing a Kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and de-

'

firoy it : If that Nation againft whom I have pro-

nounced, turn from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil

that I thought to do unto them. Now to prompt due

Imprefiions of the Awe of God on the Minds of Men
on fuch Occafions, and not to leflen them, it is that

I have left thofe Minutes upon Record.

I fay, therefore I reflect upon no Man for put-

ting the Reafon of thofe Things upon the immedi-

ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc-

tion of his Providence •, nay, on the contrary, there

were many wonderful Deliverances of Perfons from
Infection, and Deliverances of Perfons when in-

fected,
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fecled, which intimate Angular and remarkable Pro-

vidence, in the particular Inilances to which they

refer, and I efteem my own Deliverance to be one

next to miraculous, and do record it with Thank-
fulnefs.

But when I am fpeaking of the Plague, as a Di-

ftemper arifing from, natural Caifes, we muft con-

fider it as it was really propagated by natural Means,

nor is it at all the lefs a Judgment for its being un-

der the Conduct of human Caufes and Effects; for

as the divine Power has form'd the whole Scheme of

Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courfe ; fo the

fame Power thinks fit to let his own Actings with

Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, to go on in

the ordinary Courfe of natural Caufes, and he is

plealed to act by thofe natural Caufes as the ordina-

ry Means; excepting and referving to himfelf never-

thelefs a Power to act in a fupernatural Way when

he fees Occafion r Now, 'tis evident, that in the Cafe

of an infection, there is no apparent extraordinary

Occafion for fupernatural Operation, but the ordi-

nary Courfe of Things appear fufficiently arm'd,

and made capable of all the Effects that Heaven
ufually directs by a Contagion. Among thefe Cau-

fes and Effects this of the fecret Conveyance of In-

fection imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more
man fufficient to execute the Fiercenefs of divine

Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernatural

and Miracle.

The acute penetrating Nature of the Difeafe ic

felf was fuch, and the Infection was received fo im-

perceptibly, that the molt exact Caution could not

ftcure us while in the Place : But I muft be allowed

to believe, and I have fo many Examples frefh in

my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think

none can refilt their Evidence ; Ifay, I muff be al-

lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation

ever receiv'd the Sicknefe or Infection, but who re-

ceiv'd
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ceit'd it in the ordinary Way of Infection from
ibmc Bo-'y, or the Cloaths, or Touch, or Stench of
ibme Bociy that was infecled before.

The Manner of its coming firft to London
,

proves this alfo, (viz) by Good* brought over from

Holland, and brought i hither from the Levant
;

the fiift breaking of it out in a Houfc in Long- Acre,

where thole Goods were carried, and firft opened -,

i:s fpreading from that Houfe to other Hcufes, by

the vifible unwary convcrfing with thofe who were

fick, and the infecting the Parifh Officers who were

employed about the Ferfons dead, and the Uks \ thefe

•are known Authorities for this great Foundation

Point, that it went on, and proceeded from Perfon

to Perfon, and from Houfe to Houfe, and no other-

wife : In the firft Houfe that was in ftdied there

died four Perlbns ; a Neighbour hearing the Miftrefs

of the firft Houfe was fick, went to vifit her, and went

Home and gave the Diftemper to her Family, and

died, and all htr Houfhold. A Minifter cali'd to

pray with the firft fick Perfon in the fecond Houfe,

was faid to ftcken immediately, and die with fcve*

ral more in his Houfe : Then the Phyficians began

to confider, for they did not at firft dream of a ge-

neral Contagion. B.:t the Phyficians being fent

to infpeel the Bodies, they afiur'd the People that

it was neither more or lefs than the Plague , with all

its terrifying Particulars, and that it threaten'd an

univerfal Infection, fo many People having ahead y
convers'd with the Sick orD.ftemper'd, and having,

as might be fuppos'd, receiv'd Infection from
them, that it would be impoflible to put a ftop to

it.

Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with

my Obfervation afterwards, namely, that the Dan-
ger was fpreading infenfibly ; for me Sick cou'd

in feci: none but thofe that came within reach of

the fick Perfon, but that one Man, who may have

really
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really receiv'd the Infection, and knows it not, but

goes abroad, and about as a found Perlbn, may-

give the Plague to a thoufand People, and they to

greater Numbers in Proportion, and neither the Per-

fon giving the Infection, or the Perfons receiving it,

know any thing of it, and perhaps not feel the Ef-

fects of it for feveral Days after.

For Example^ Many Perfons in the Time of this

Vifitation never perceiv'd that they were infected, till

they found to their unfpeakable Surprize, the Tokens

come out upon them, after which they feldom liv'd

fix Hours ; for thofe Spots they calPd the Tokens
were really gangreen Spots, or mortified Fiefh in

fmall Knobs as broad as a little filver Peny, and hard

as a piece of Callus or Horn ; lb that when the

Difeafe was come up to that length, there was no-

thing could follow but certain Death, and yet, as I
[aid, they knew nothing of their being Infec-

ted, nor found themfelves fo much as out of Order,

till thofe mortal Marks were upon them : But every

Body muft allow, that they were infected in a high

Degree before, and mud have been fo fome time

;

and confequently their Breath, their Sweat, their

very Cloaths were contagious for many Days be-

fore.

This occafion'd a vaft Variety of Cafes, which
Phyficians would have much more Opportunity to

remember than I ; but fome came within the Com-
pafs ofmy Obfervation, or Hearing, of which I fhall

name a few.

A certain Citizen who had liv'd fafe, and un-

touch'd, till the Month of September^ when the

Weight of the Diftemper lay more in the City

than it had done before, was mighty chearful, and

fomething too bold, as I think it was, in his Talk
of how fecure he was, how cautious he had been,

and how he had never come near any fick Body

:

Says another Citizen, a Neighbour of his to him9

Q^ one
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one Day, Do not be too confident Mr.

—

it is hard to

fay who is fick and who is well; for we fee Men alive ,

and well to outward Appearance one Hour, and dead

next. That is true, fays the firfl Man, for he

was not a Man prelum ptuoufly fecure, but had ef-

cap'd a long while, and Men, as I faid above, efpe-

ciully in the City, began to be over-eafy upon that

Score. That is true> fays he, I do not think my
felf fecure, but I hope I have not been in Company

with any Perfon that there has been any Danger in.

No! fays his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull-

head Tavern in Gracechurch Street with Mr.
the Night before loft: Yes, fays the firft, / was,

but there, was no Body there, that we had any Reafon

to think dangerous : Upon which his Neighbour faid

no more, being unwilling to furprize him ; but this

made him more inquifitive, and as his Neighbour
appear'd backward, he was the more impatient,

and in a kind of Warmth, fays he aloud, why he is

not dead, is he] Upon which his Neighbour ftill

was filent, but caft up his Eyes, and faid fomething

to himfelf ; at which the firft Citizen turned pale,

and faid no more but this, then I am a dead Man
too, and went Home immediately, and fent for a

neighbouring Apothecary to give him fomething

preventive, for he had not yet found himfelf ill

;

but the Apothecary opening his Breaft, fetch'd a

Sigh, and faid no more, but this, look up to God ; and

the Man died in a few Hours.

Now let any Man judge from a Cafe like this,

.

if it is poffible for the Regulations of Magiflrates,

either by fhuting up the Sick, or removing them, to

flop an Infection, which fpreads it felf from Man to

Man, even while, they are perfectly well, and in-

fenfible of its Approach, and may be fo for many
Days.

It may be proper to afk here, how lor% it may i

be fuppofed, Men might have the Seeds of the Con-
j

tagioai
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tagion in them, before it difcover'd itfelf in this fa-

tal Manner ; and how long they might go about

feemingly whole, and yet be contagious to all thofe

that came near them ? I believe the mofc experienc'd

Phyficians cannot anfwer this Queftion directly, any

more than I can; and fomething an ordinary Ob-
ferver may take notice of, which may pafs their Ob-
fervation. The Opinion*of Phyficians abroad feem

to be, that it may lye dormant in the Spirits, or

in the Blood Veffels, a very confiderable Time-,

why elfe do they exact a Quarantine of thofe who
come into their Harbours, and Ports, from iufpec-

ted Places ? Forty Days is, one would think, too

long for Nature to ftruggle with fuch an Enemy as

this, and not conquer it, or yield to it : But I could

not think by my own Obfervation that they can be

infected fo, as to be contagious to others, above

fifteen or fixteen Days at fartheft ; and on that

fcore it was, that when a Houfe was fhut up in the

City, and any one had died of the Plague, but no
Body appear'd to be ill in the Family for fixteen or

eighteen Days after, they were not fo ftrict, but

that they would connive at their going privately

Abroad ; nor would People be much afraid of them
afterward, but rather think they were fortified the

better, having not been vulnerable when the Ene
my was in their own Houfe ; but we fometimes

found it had lyen much longer conceai'd.

Upon the foot of all thefe Obfervations, I mufl fay,

that tho' Providence feenVd to direct my Conduct
to be otherwife; yet it is my Opinion, and I muft
leave it as a Prefcription, (viz.) that the beft Phyjick

againft the Plague is to run away from it. I know
People encourage themfelves, by faying, God is

able to keep us in the midil of Danger, and able

to overtake us when we think our ielves out of

Danger ; and this kept Thoufands in the Town,
whofe Carcaffes went into the great Pits by Cart

Q^ 2 I iOads

;
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Loads; and who, if they had fled from the Danger,

had, I believe, been fare from the Difafter-, at lead

'tis probable they had been fafe.

And were this very Fundamental only duly con-

fider'd by the People on any future occafion of

this, or the like Nature, I am perfuaded it would
put them upon quite different Meafures for manag-
ing the People, from thofe that they took in 1665,

or than any that have been taken abroad that I have

heard of; in a Word, they would confider of

feparating the People into fmaller Bodies, and re-

. moving them in Time farther from one another,

and not let fuch a Contagion as this, which is indeed

chiefly dangerous, to collected Bodies of People, find

a Million of People in a Body together, as was
very near the Cafe before, and would certainly be

the Cafe, if it mould ever appear again.

The Plague, like a great Fire, if a few Houfes
only are contiguous where it happens, can only burn
a few Houfes ; or if it begins in a fingle, or as we
call it a lone Houfe, can only burn that lone Houfe
where it begins : But if it begins in a clofe built

Town, or City, and gets a Head, there its Fury
encreafes, it rages over the whole Place, and con-

fumes all it can reach.

I could propofe many Schemes on the foot of

which, the Government of this City, if ever they

mould be under the Apprehenfions of fuch another

Enemy, (God forbid they mould) might eafe them-
felves of the greateft Part of the dangerous People

that belong to them ; I mean fuch as the begging,

ftarving, labouring Poor, and among them chiefly

thofe who, in Cafe of a Siege, are call'd the ufelefs

Mouths ; who being then prudently, and to their

own Advantage difpos'd of, and the wealthy Inha-

bitants difpofing of themfelves, and of their Ser-

vants, and Children, the City, and its adjacent

Parts would be ib effectually evacuated, that there

would
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would not be above a tenth Part of its People kft

together, for the Difeafe to take hold upon : But

fuppofe them to be a fifth Part, and that two Hun-
dred and fifty Thoufand People were left, and if it

did feize upon them, they would by their living fo

much at large, be much better prepar'd to defend

themfelves againft the Infection, and be lefs liable

to the Effects of it, than if the fame Number of

People lived clofe together in one fmaller City,

fuch as Dublin, or Amfterdam, or the like.

It is true, Hundreds, yea Thoufands of Fami-
lies fled away at this laft Plague, but then of them,

many fled too late, and not only died in their

Flight, but carried the Diftemper with them into

the Countries where they went, and infected thofe

whom they went among for Safety ; which confound-

ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of

the Diftemper, which was the befl means to pre-

vent it ; and this too is an Evidence of it, and brings

me back to what I only hinted at before, but muft

fpeak more fully to here ; namely, that Men went

about apparently well, many Days after they had

the Taint of the Difeafe in their Vitals, and after

their Spirits were fo feiz'd, as that they could never

efcape it ; and that all the while they did fo, they

were dangerous to others, I fay, this proves, that

fo it was \ for fuch People infected the very Towns
they went thro', as well as the families they went

among •, and it was by that means, that almoft all

the great Towns in England had the Diftemper

among them, more or lefs ; and always they would
tell you fuch a Londoner or fuch a Londoner brought

it down.

It muft not be omitted, that when I fpeak of

thofe People who were really thus dangerous, I fup-

pofe them to be utterly ignorant of their own Condi-

tion ; for if they really knew their Circumftances to be

fuch as indeed theywere, they muft have been a kind of

Q^ 3 wiifui
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willful Murtherers* if they would have gone Abroad
among healthy People, and it would have verified

indeed the Suggeftion which I 'mentioned above', and

which I thoughtfeem\1 untrue, [viz.) That the infected

People were utterly carelefs as to giving the Infec-

tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not;

and I believe it was partly from this very Thing
that they railed that Suggeftion, which I hope was

not really true in Fact.

I confefs no particular Cafe is fufficient to prove

a general, but I cou'd name feveral People within

the Knowledge of fome of their Neighbours and

Families yet living, who fhew'd the contrary to an

cxtream. One Man, a Mailer of a Family in my
Neighbourhood, having had the Diftemper, he

thought he had it given him by a poor Workman
whom he employ'd, and whom he went to his Houfe
to fee, or went for fome Work that he wanted to

have finifhed, and he had fome Apprehenfions even

while he was at the poor Workman's Door, but

did not difcover it fully, but the next Day it dif-

covered it felf, and he was taken very ill} upon
which he immediately caufed himfelf to be

carried into an out Building which he had in

his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over

a Work-houfe, the Man being a Brazier; here

he lay, and here he died, and would be tended

by none of his Neighbours, but by a Nurfe from

abroad, and would not fuffer his Wife, nor Chil-

dren, nor Servants, to come up into the Room, left

they mould be infected, but lent them his Bleffing

and Prayers for them by the Nurfe,, who fpoke it

tc them at a Diftance, and all this for fear of giv-

ing them the Diftemper, and without which, he

knew as they were kept up, they could not have

it.

And here I muft obferve, alfo that the Plague, as

I fuppofe all Diflempers do, operated in a different

Man-
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Manner, on differing Conflitutions ; fome were im-
mediately overwhelmed with it, and it came to vio-

lent Fevers, Vomitings, infufferable Head-achs,

Pains in the Back, and fo up to Ravings and Rage-
ings with thofe Pains : Others with Swellings and
Tumours in the Neck or Groin, or Arm-pits,

which till they could be broke, put them into in-

fufferable Agonies and Torment ; while others, as I

have obferv'd, were filently infected, the Fevet-

preying upon their Spirits infenfibly, and they fee-

ing little of it, till they fell into Swooning, and
Faintings, and Death without Pain.

I am not Phyfician enough to enter into the par-

ticular Reafons and Manner of thefe differing Effects

of one and the fame Diftemper, and of its differ-

ing Operation in feveral Bodies : nor is it my Bufi-

nefs here to record the Obfervations* which I really

made, becaufe thee Doctors themfelves, have done

that Part much more effectually than I can do, and

becaufe my opinion may in fome things differ from
theirs : I am only relating what I know, or have

heard, or believe of the particular Cafes, and what fell

within the Compafs of my View, and the different

Nature of the Infection, as it appeared in the parti-

cular Cafes which I have related-, but this may be

added too, that tho' the former fort of thofe Ca-

fes, namely thofe openly vifited, were the worft

for themfelves as to Pain, I mean thofe that had

fuch Fevers, Vomitings, Head-achs, Pains and

Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Man-
ner, yet the latter had the worft State of the Dif-

eafe ; for in the former they frequently recover'd,

efpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter

was inevitable Death; no Cure, no Help cou'd be

poflible, nothing could follow but Death ; and it

was worfe alfo to others, becaufe as, above, it fecret-

ly, and unperceiv'd by others, or by themfelves,

communicated Death to thofe they convers'd with,

Q^4 the
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the penetrating Poifon infinuating it felf into their

Blood in a Manner, which it is impofiible to de~

fcribe, or indeed conceive.

This infecting and being infected, without fo

much as its being known to either Perfon, is evi-

dent from two Sorts of Cafes, which frequently

happened at that Time-, and there is hardly any

Body living who was in London during the Infec-

tion, but mud have known feveral of the Cafes of

both Sorts.

i. Fathers and Mothers have gone about as

if they had been well, and have believ'd them-

felves to be fo, till they have infenfibly infected,

and been the Destruction of their whole Families

:

Which they would have been far from doing,

if they had the lead Apprehenfions of their be-

ing unfound and dangerous themfelves. A Family,

whofe Story I have heard, was thus infected by the

Father, and the Diftemper began to appear upon
fome of them, even before he found it upon him-

felf; but fearching more narrowly, it appear'd he

had been affected fome Time, and as foon as he

foind that his Family had been poifon'd by himfelf,

he went detracted, and would have laid violent

Hands upon himfelf, but was kept from that by

thofe who look'd to him, and in a few Days
died.

2. The other Particular is, that many People hav-

ing been well to the beft of their own Judgment, or by
the belt Obfervation which they could make of

themfelves for feveral Days, and only finding a De-
cay of Appetite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Sto-

machs-, nay, fome whole Appetite has been flrong,

and even craving, and only a light Pain in their

Heads, have fent for Phyficians to know what

ailM them, and have been found to their great Sur-

prize, at the brink of Death, the Tokens upon

them, or the Plague grown up to an incurable Height.

It
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It was very fad to reflect, how fuch a Ferfon as

this laft mentioned above, had been a walking Deftroy-

er, perhaps for a Week or Fortnight before that

;

how he had ruin'd thofe, that he would have hazar-

ded his Life to fave, and had been breathing Death up-

on them, even perhaps in his tender Killing and

Embracings of his own Children : Yet thus certain-

ly it was, and often has been, and I cou'd give

many particular Cafes where it has been fo ; if then

the Blow is thus infenfibly ftriking ; if the Arrow
flies thus unfeen, and cannot be difcovered ; to what
purpofe are all the Schemes for (hutting up or re-

moving the Sick People ? Thofe Schemes cannot take

place, but upon thofe that appear to be fick, or to

be infected ; whereas there are among them, at the

fame time Thoufands of People who feem to be

well, but are all that while carrying Death with

them into all Companies which they come into.

This frequently puzzled our Phyficians, and efpe-

cially the Apothecaries and Surgeons, who knew
not how to difcover the Sick from the Sound ; they

all allow'd that it was really fo, that many People

had the Plague in their very Blood, and preying up-

on their Spirits, and were in themfelves but walking

pu trifled Carcafes, whofe Breath was infectious,

and their Sweat Poifon; and yet were as well to

look on as other People, and even knew it not them-

felves : I fay, they all allowed that it was really true

in Fact, but they knew not how to propofe a Dif-

covery.

My Friend Dr. Heath was of Opinion, that

it might be known by the Smell of their Breath •,

but then, as he faid, who durft fmell to that Breath

for his Information ? Since to know it, he muft

draw the flench of the Plague up into his own
Brain, in order to diftinguifh the Smell ! I have

heard, it was the Opinion of others that it might be

diftinguifh'd by the Party's breathing upon a piece of

Glafsj
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Glafs, where the Breath condenfing, there might
living Creatures be feen by a Microfcope, of ftrange

monftrous and frightful fhapes, fuch as Dragons,

Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible to behold

:

But this I very much queftion the Truth of, and
we had no Micfofcopes at that Time, as I remem-
ber, to make the Experiment with.

It was the Opinion alfo of another learned Man,
that the Breath of iuch a Perfon would poifon, and.

inilantly kill a Bird-, not only a fmall Bird, but even

a Cock or Hen, and that if it did not immediately

kill the latter, it would caufe them to be roupy, as

ihey call it ; particularly that if they had laid any

Eggs at that Time, they would be all rotten : But
thofe are Opinions which I never found fupported

by any Experiments, or heard of others that had

ieen it •, fo I leave them as I find them, only with

this Remark -, namely, that I think the Probabili-

ties are very ftrong for them,

Some have propofed that fuch Perfons mould
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would
leave an unufual Scum upon it, or upon feveral

other Things, efpecially fuch as are of a glutinous

Subftance and are apt to receive a Scum and fupport it.

But from the whole I found, that the Nature of

this Contagion was fuch, that it was impoffible to

difcover it at all, or to prevent its fpreading from
one to another by any human Skill.

Flere was indeed one Difficulty, which I could ne-

ver throughly get over to this time, and which there

is but one way of anfwering that I know of, and it is

this, viz. The firft Perfon that died of the Plague

was in Becemb. 20th, or thereabouts, 1664, and in,

or about Long-acre^ whence the firft Perfon had the

Infection was generally faid to be,from a Parcel of Silks

imported, from Hollandand firft opened in that Houfe.

But after this we heard no more ofany Perfon dying

of the Plague, • or of the Diftemper being in that

Place,
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Place, till the 9th of February, which was about 7
Weeks after, and then one more was buried out of

the fame Houfe : Then it was hufh'd, and we were

perfectly eafy as to the Publick, for a great while ;

for there were no more entred in the Weekly Bill

to be dead of the Plague, till the 2 2d of Aprils when
there was 2 more buried not out of the fame Houfe,

but out of the fame Street ; and as near as I can re-

member, it was out of the next Houfe to the firfl

:

this was nine Weeks afunder, and after this we had

no more till a Fortnight, and then it broke out in

feveral Streets, and fpread every Way. Now the

Queftion feems to lye thus, Where Jay the Seeds of

the Infection all this while ? How came it to ftop fo

long, and not flop any longer ? Either the Diftemper

did not come immediately by Contagion from Body
to Body, or if it did, then a Body may be capable

to continue infected, without the Difeafe difcovering

itfelf, many Days, nay Weeks together, even not a

Quarantine of Days only, but Soixantine, not only

40 Days but 60 Days or longer.

It's true there was, as I obferved at firft, and is well

known to many yet living, a very cold Winter, and a

long Froft, which continued three Months, and this,

the Doctors fay, might check the Infection ; but then

the learned mull allow me to fay, that if, according

to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, on-

ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have

returned to its ufual Force and Current when it

thaw'd, whereas the principal Receis of this Infection,

which was from February to Aprils was after the

Froft was broken, and the Weather mild and warm.
But there is another Way of folving all this Diffi-

culty, which I think my own Remembrance of the

thing will fupply ; and that is, the Fact is not granted,

namely, that there died none in thofe long Inter-

vals, viz. from the 20th of December to the 9 th of

February, -and from thence to the 22d of April.

The
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The Weekly Bills are the only Evidence on the other

Side, and thole Bills were not of Credit enough, at

leaft with me, to fupport an Hypothecs, or determine

a Queftion of luch Importance as this : For it was

our receiv'd Opinion at that time, and 1 believe upon

very good Grounds, that the Fraud lay in the Parifli

Officers, Searchers, and Perfons appointed to give

Account of the Dead, and what Difeafes they died

of: And as People were very loth at firft to have

the Neighbours believe their Houfes were infected,

fb they gave Money to procure, or otherwife pro-

cur'd the dead Perfons to be return'd as dying of

other Diftempers ; and this I know was practis'd

afterwards in many Places, I believe I might fay in

all Places, where the Diftemper came, as will be

feen by the vaft Encreafe of the Numbers plac'd in

the Weekly Bills under other Articles of Difeafes,

during the time of the Infeclion : For Example, in

the Month of July and Auguft, when the Plague was

coming on to its higheft Pitch, it was very ordinary

to have from a thoufand to twelve hundred, nay to

almoft fifteen Hundred a Week of other Diftem-

pers ; not that the Numbers of thofe Diftempers

were really encreafed to fuch a Degree : But the

great Number of Families and Houfes where really

the Infeclion was, obtained the Favour to have their

Dead be return'd of other Diftempers, to prevent the

fhutting up their Houfes. For Example,

Dead of other Difeafes befide the Plague.

From the 1 8th to the 25th July — 942
to the 1 ft Augufi —— 1004
to the 8th — 1213
to the 15th *439
to the 22d 1331
to the 29th 1394

to
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to the 5th September — 1264
to the 12th 1056
to the 19th 1 132
to the 26th —— — 927

Now it was not doubted, but the greateft Part

of thefe, or a great Part of them, were dead of the

Plague, but the Officers were prevail'd with to return

them as above, and the Numbers of fome particular

Articles of Diftempers difcover'd is, as follows

;

From the ifl: to the 8th of Jug, to the 15 th. to the 22. to the 29.

Fever 314 353 348 383
Spotted Fever 174 190 166 165

Surfeit 85 87 74 99
Teeth 90 113 in 133

663 743 699 7 8°

From Augufi 29th to the phSept. to the 12. to the 19. to the 26J

Fever 364 332 309 268
Spotted Fever 157 gy ior 65

Surfeit 68 45 49 36"

Teeth 138 128 121 112

728 602 $2o 481

There were feveral other Articles which bote a

Proportion to thefe, and which it is eafy to perceive,

were increafed on the fame Account, as Aged, Con-

fumptions, Vomitings, Impofthumes, Gripes, and the

like, many of which were not doubted to be infec-

ted People •, but as it was of the utmoft Confequence

to Families not to be known to be infected, if it was

poffible to avoid it, fo they took all the Meafures

they could to have it not believ'd ; and if any died

in their Houfes to get them returned to the Exami-
ners
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ners, and by the Searchers, as having died of other

Diftempers.

This, I fay, will account for the long Interval,

which* as I have laid, was between the dying of the

firft Perfons that were returned in the Bill to be dead

of the Plague, and the Time when the Diftemper

ipread openly, and could not be concealed.

Befides, the Weekly Bills themfelves, at that time

evidently difcovers this Truth ; for, while there was

no Mention of the Plague, and no Increafe, after it

had been mentioned, yet it was apparent, that there

was an Increafe of thofe Diftempers which border-

ed neareft upon it ; for Example, there were Eight,

Twelve, Seventeen of the Spotted Fever in a Week,
when there were none, or but very few of the

Plague ; whereas before, One, Three, or Four, were

the ordinary weekly Numbers of that Diftemp-

er : Like wife, as 1 obferv'd before, the Burials in-

creafed weekly in that particnlar Parifh, and the

Parifhes adjacent, more than in any other Parifh, al-

tho' there were none fet down of the Plague ; all

which tell us, that the Infection was handed on,

and the Succeflion of the Diftemper really preferv'd,

tho
5

it feem'd to us at that Time to be ceafed, and

to come again in a Manner furprizing.

It might be alio, that the Infection might remain

in other Parts of the fame Parcel of Goods which at

firft it came in, and which might not be perhaps

opened, or at leaft not fully, or in the Cloaths of the

firft infected Perfon ; for I cannot think that any-

body could be feized with the Contagion in a fatal

and mortal Degree for nine Weeks together, and

fupport his State of Health fo well, as even not to

ditcover it to themfelves ; yet if it were lb, the Ar-

gument is the ftronger in favour of what I am fay-

ing ; namely, that the Infection is retain'd in Bodies

apparently well, and convey'd from them to thofe they

con-
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converfe with, while it is known to neither the one

nor the other.

Great were the Confufions at that time upon this

very Account % and when People began to be con-

vinc'd that the Infection was receiv'd in this fur-

prifing manner from Perfons apparently well, they

began to be exceeding fhie and jealous of every one

that came near them. Once in apublick Day, whe-

ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in

Aldgate Church in a Pew full of People, on a fud-

den, one fancy 'd fhe fmelt an ill Smell, immediately

Jhe fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whifpers her

Notion or Sufpicion to the next, then rifes and

goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the

next, and fo to them all ; and every one of them, and

of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and

went out of the Church, no Body knowing what

it was offended them or from whom.
This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with

one Preparation or other, fuch as- the old Women
directed, and fome perhaps as Phyficians directed, in

order to prevent Infection by the Breath of others

;

infomuch that if we came to go into a Church,

when it was any thing full of People, there would

be fuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it

was much more flrong, tho' perhaps not fo whole-

fome, than if you were going into an Apothecary's

orDruggift's Shop; in a Word, the whole Church
was like a fmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was ail

Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Baliamicks, and
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs ; in another Salts and

Spirits, as every one was furnifh'd for their own
Prefervation ; yet I obferv'd, that after People were

pofTefs'd, as 1 have /aid, with the Belief or rather

Aflurance, of the Infection being thus carryed on by

Perfons apparently in Health, the Churches and

Meeting-Houfes were much thinner of People than

at
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at other times before that they us'd to be ; for this

is to be faid of the People of London, that during

the whole time of the Peftilence, the Churches or

Meetings were never wholly fhut up, nor did the

People decline coming out to the publick Worfhip
of God, except only in fome Parifhes when the Vio-

lence of the Diftemper was more particularly in that

Parifh at that time ; and even then no longer, than

it continued to be fo

Indeed nothing was more ftrange, than to fee

with what Courage the People went to the public

Service of God, even at that time when they were

afraid to ftir out of their own Houfes upon any other

Occafion ; this I mean before the time of Defpera-

tion, which I have mentioned already ; this was a

Proof of the exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at

the time of the Infection, notwithstanding the great

Numbers that were gone into the Country at the

fir ft Alarm, and that fled out into the Forefts and

Woods when they were farther terrified with the

extraordinary Increafe of it. For when we came to

fee the Crouds and Throngs of People, which ap-

pear'd on the Sabbath Days at the Churches, and

efpecially in thofe parts of the Town where the

Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come
to its Height, it was amazing. But of this I mail

fpeak again prefently \ I return in the mean time to

the Article of Infecting one another at firft *, before

People came to right Notions of the Infection,

and of infecting one another, People were only fhye

of thole that were really fick, a Man with a Cap
upon his Head, or with Cloaths round his Neck,
which was the Cafe of thofe that had Swellings there •,

fuch was indeed frightful : But when we faw aGen tie-

man drefs'd, with his Band on and his Gloves in his

Hand, his Hat upon his Head, and his Hair comb'd,

of fuch we had not the leaft Apprehenfions •, and

People
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People converfe a great while freely, efpecially wife

their Neighbours and fuch as they knew. But when
the Phyficians allured us, that the Danger was as

well from the Sound, that is, the feemingly Sounds as

the Sick -, and that thofe People, who thought chem-

fdves entirely free, were often times the moll: fatal 5

and that it came to be generally underftood, that

People were fenfible of it, and of the Reafon of it

:

Then, I fay, they began to be jealous of every Body,
and a vaft Number of People lock'd themfclves up,

fo as not to come abroad into any Company at all, nor

fufferany, that had been abroad in promifcuous Com-
pany, to come into their Houfes, or near them •, at

lead not fo near them, as ro be within the Reach of

their Breath, or of any Smell from them ; and when
they were oblig d to conyerfe at a Diftance with

Strangers, they would always have Prefervatives in

their Mouths, and about their Cloarhs, to repel and
keep eff the Infection.

It mud be acknowledg'd, that when People began

to ufe thefe Cautions, they were lefs expofed to Dan-
ger, and the Infection did not break into fuch Houfes

io furioufly as it did into others before, and thou-

sands of Families were preferved, /peeking with due

Referve to the Direction cf Divine Providence, by that

Means.

But it was impofTible to beat any thing into the

Heads of the Poor : They went on with the ufuat

Irapetuofity of their Tempers, full of Outcries and

Lamentations when taken, but madly ca; clefs of

themfelves, fool-hardy and oblTinate, while they

were well : Where they could get Employment they

pufh'd into any kind or Bufmefs, the moft dangerous

and the mod liable to Infection , and if they were

fpoken to, their Anfwer would be, / mujl truft to

God for that \ if I am taken, then I am provided for,

and there is an End of me, and the like: Or Thus,
Why, What muft I do? I can i fiarve, I had as

R good
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good have ike Plague as peri/b for Want. I have no

IVork, what ecuId 1 do? I muft do this or beg : Sup-

pofe ic was burying the Dead, or attending the Sick,

or watching infected Houfes, which were all terrible

Hazards •, but their Tale was generally the fame. It

is true, Necedity was a very jullifiable warrantable

Plea, and nothing could be better •, but their Way
of Talk was much the fame, where the Nocefmies

were not the fame : This adventurous Conduct of the

Poor was that which brought the Plague among
them in a moft fuiious Manner, and this, join'd to

the Diftrefs of their Circumftances, when taken, was

the Reafon why they died fo by Heaps ; for I cannot

fay, I could obferve one jot of better Hufbandry

among them, I mean the labouring Poor, while they

were all well and getting Money, than there was be-

fore, but as laviih, as extravagant, and as thought-

Jefs for To-morrow as ever % fo that when they came

to be taken fick, they were immediately in the ut-

moft Diftrefs as well for Want, as for Sickne'fs, as

well for lack of Food, as lack of Health.

This Mifery of the Poor I had many Occafions

to be an Eye-witnefs of, and ibmetimes alfo of the

chatitable Affiftance that fome pious People daily

gave to fuch, fending them Relief and Supplies both

of Food, Phyfick and other Help, as they found they

wanted ; and indeed it is a Debt of juftice due to the

Temper of the People of that Day, to take Notice

here, that not only great Sums, very great Sums of

Money were charitably fent to the Lord Mayor and

Aldermen for the Affiftance and Support of the poor

diftemper'd People ; but abundance of private Peo-

ple daily diftributed large Sums of Money for their

Relief, and fent People about to enquire into the

Condition of particular diftrefTed and vifited Fami-

lies, and relieved them ; nay fome pious Ladies wtre

fo transported with Zeal in fo good a Work, and fo

con-
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confident in the Protection of Providence in Dii-

charge of the great Duty of Charity, that they went

about in Perfon distributing Alms to the Poor, and

even vifning poor Families, tho' Tick and infected, in

their very Houfes, appointing Nurfes to attend thofe

that wanted attending, and ordering Apothecaries

and Surgeons, the firft to fopply them with Drugs
or Plaifters, and fuch Things as they wanted ; and

the Jaft to lance and drefs the Swellings and Tu-
mors, where fuch were wanting ; giving their BlefT-

ing to the Poor in fubftantial Relief to them, as well

as hearty Prayers for them.

I will not undertake to fay, as fome do, that none

of thofe charitable People were fulfered to fall under

the Calamity itfelf 5 but this 1 may lay, that I never

knew any one of them that mifcarried, which I men-
tion for the Encouragement of others in cafe of the

like Diftrefs •, and doubtlefs, // they that give to the

Poor, lend to the Lora\ and he will repay them *, thofe

that hazard their Lives to give to the Poor, and to

comfort and aflill the Poor in fuch a Mifery as this,

may hope to be protected in the Work.
Nor w? as this Chanty fo extraordinary eminent on-

ly in a few -, but, (for I cannot lightly quit this point)

the Charity of the Kich as well in the City and Sub-

uibs as from the Country, was fo great, that in a

Word, a prodigious Number of People, who muff,

otherwife inevitably have perifhed for Want as well

as Sicknefs, were iupported and fubfifted by it ; and

tho
9

I could never, nor I believe any oneelie, come
to a full Knowledge of what was fo contributed, yet

I do believe that, as I heard one fay that was a cri-

tical Obferver of that Parr, there wr

as cot only ma-
ny Thousand Pounds contribired, but many hundred

Thoufand Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor of this

diftreffed afflicted City; nay one Man affirm'd to me3

than he could reckon up above one hundred thou-

R 2 land
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find Pounds a-Week, which was diftribu ted by die

Church Wardens at the fcvcral PanflvVeftries, by

the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen in the (Weral

Wards and Piecincts, and by the particular Direction

of the Court and of the Jufticcs rcfpe&ively in the

Parts where they refided •, over and above the private

Charity dlftributed by pious Hands in the Manner I

fpeak of-, and this continued for many Weeks to-

gether.

I confefs this is a very great Sum •, bur if it be

true, that there was diftributed in the Parifh of

Cripplegate only, 17800 Pounds in one Week to the

Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and which

I really believe was true, the other may not be im-

probable.

It was doubtlefs to be reckon'd among the many
-fignal good Providences which attended this great

City, and of which there were many other worth re-

cording *, I fay, this was a very remarkable one, that

it pleafed God thus to move the Hearts of the Peo-

ple in all parts of the Kingdom, {q chearfully to con-

tribute to the Relief and Support of the Poor at Lon-

don \ the good Confequences of which were felt ma-
ny Ways, and particularly in preferving the Lives

and recovering the Health of fo many Thoufands,

and keeping fo many Thoufands of Fan, ilies from pe»

riuYing and Marving.

And now I am talking of the merciful Difpofnion

of Providence in this Time of Calamhy, I cannot

but mention again, tho' I have fpoken feveral times

of it already on other Accounts, I mean that of the

Progreffion of the Diftemper ; how it began at one

End of the Town, and proceeded gradually and (low-

ly from one Part to another, and like a dark Cloud

that paflrs over our Heads, which, as it thickens and

over-cafts the Air at one End, clears up at the other

End : So, while the Plague went on raging from

Weft to Had, as it went forwards End, it abated

in
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in the Weft, by which means thofe parts of the

Town, which were not feiz'd, or who were left,

and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were)

fpar'd to help and affift the other ; whereas had the

Didemper fpread itfelf over the whole City and

Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has

done fince in fome Places abroad, the whole Body of

the People muft have been overwhelmed, and there

would have died twenty thoufand a Day, as they

fay there did at Naples, nor would the People have

been able to have help'd or aAided one another.

For it muft be obferv'd that where the Plague was
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very

miserable, and the Confternation was inexpreffible.

But. a little before it reach'd even to that Place, or

prefently after it was gone, they were quite another

Sort of People, and I cannot but acknowledge, that

there was too much of that common Temper of

Mankind to be found among us all at that Time ;

namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger

is pad : But I mall come to fpeak of that Part

again.

h muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice of

the date of Track, during the Time of this common
Calamity, and this with refpecl to Foreign Trade, as

alio to our Home-trade.

As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be laid ;

the trading Nations of Europe were all afraid of us,

no Pott of France, or Hdlind^ or Spain, or Italy

would admit our Ships or correfpond with us; in-

deed we dooci on ill Terms with the Dutch, and were

in a furious War with them, but tho
9

in a bad Con-
dition to fight abroad, who had fuch dreadful Ene-

mies to ftrusrsle with at Home.
Our Merchants were accordingly at a full Stop,

their Ships could go no where, that is to fay, to no

Place abroad j their Manufactures and Merchandife,

R 3 trut
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that is to fay, of our Growth, would not be touch'd

abroad •, they were as much afraid of our Goods, as

they were of our People ; and indeed they had Rea-

fon, for our Woolen Manufactures are as retentive

of Infection as human Bodie?, and if pack'd up by

Ferfons infected, would receive the Infection, and be

as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that was

infected; and therefore, when any EngliJh'VdM ar-

rived in Foreign Countries, if they did take the Goods
on Shore, they always caufed the Bales to be opened

and air'd in Places appointed for that Purpofe : But

from London^ they would not fuffer them to come
into Port, much lefs to unlade their Goods upon any

Terms whatever ; and this Strict nefs was eipecially

us'd with them in Spain and Italy •, in Turkey, and the

Iflands of the Arches indeed, as they are cali'd, as well

thofe belonging to the Turks as to the Venetians, they,

were not ib very rigid ; in the firfl there was no Ob-
ilruction at all •, and four Ships, which were then in

the River loading for Italy, that is for Leghorn and

Naples, being denied Product, as they call it, went

on to Turkey, and were freely admitted to unlade

their Cargo without any Difficulty, only that when
they arriv'd there, feme of their Cargo was not fit for

Sale in that Country, and other Parts of it being con-

fjgn'd to Merchants at Leghorn, the Captains of the

Ships had no Right nor any Orders to'difpo'fe of the

Goods ; fo that great Inconveniencies followed to

the Merchants. But this was nothing but uthat the

Nece&ity of Affairs requir'd, and the Merchants at

Leghorn and Naples having Notice given them, fen*

again from thence to take Care of the Effects^ which

were particularly confign'd to thofe Fortf, and to

bring back in other Ships fuch as were improper for

the Markets at Smyrna and ScarJ.erccn.

The Inconveniencies in Spain and Portugal were

itiil greater ; for th-y would, by no rruans, fuffer

our



the PLAGU E. 247

our Ships, efpecially thofe from London^ to come
into any of their Ports, much lefs to unlade -, there

was a Report, that onQ of our Ships having by
Stealth deliver'd her Cargo, among which was feme
Bales of Englijh Cloth, Cotton, Kerfyes, and fuch like

Goods, the Spaniards caufed all the Goods to be

burnt, and punifhed the Men with Death who were

concern'd in carrying them on Shore. This I believe

was in Part true, tho' I do not affirm it : But it is not

at all unlikely, feeing the Danger was really very,

great, the Infection being To violent in London.

I heard likewife that the Plague was carried into

thofe Countries by fome of our Ships, and particu-

larly to the Port of Faro in the Kingdom of AU
garve, belonging to the King of Portugal', and that

ieveral Perfons died of it there, but it was not con-

firm'd.

On the other Hand, tho' the Spaniards and Por-

tuguefe were fo {hie of us, it is molt certain, that the

Plague, as has been [aid, keeping at firft: much at

that End of the Town next Weftm$nfier%x
the Mer--

chandifmg Part of the Town, fuch as the City and
the Water-fide, was perfectly found, till at lead the

Beginning of July; and the Ships in the River till

the Beginning of Auguji ; for, to the firft of Jtdy,

there had died but feven within the whole City,

.

and but 60 within the Liberties •, but one in all the

Pariihes of Stepney > Aldgate, and White-Chappel 5 and
but two in all the eight Pariihes of Soulhi^ark. But
it was the fame Thing abroad, for the bad News was
gone over the whole World, that the City of Lon-
don was infected with the Plague -, and there, was no
inquiring there, how the Infection proceeded, or at

which Part of the Town it was begun, or was reach'd

to.

Befides, after it began to fpread, it increafedTo"

fifl^ and the Bills grew fo high, all on a Hidden,

R 4 that
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that it was to no Purpofe to lcfien the Report of it,

or endeavour to make the People abroad think it

better than it was, the Account which the weekly

Bills gave in was fufficientj and that there died two
thoufand to three or (bur thoufand a- Week, was fuf-

ficient to alarm the whole trading Part of the World,
and the following Time being fo dreadful alfo in the

very City iifclf, put the whole World, Ifay, upon
their Guard againft it.

You may be fure alfo, that the Report of thefe

Things loll nothing in the Carriage, the Plague was
itfelf very terrible, and the Diflrefs of the People ve-

ry great, as you may obferve of what I have faid :

But the Rumor was infinitely greater, and it muft

not be wonder'd, that our Friends abroad, as my
Brother's Correfpondents in particular were told there,

namely in Portugal and Italy where he chiefly traded,

that in London there died twenty thoufand in a Week

;

that the dead Bodies lay unburied by Heaps-, that

the Living were not. fufficient to bury th^ Dead, or

the Sound to look after the Sick; that all the

KiBgdom was infected likewife, fo that it was an

universal Malady, fuch as was never heard of in

thofe Parts -of the World ; and they could hardly

believe us, when we gave them an Account how
things really were, and how there was not above one

Tenth Part of the People dead ; that there was

500,600 leff that lived all the Time in the Town ;

that now the People began to walk the Streets

again, and topic, who were" fled, to return, there

was no rnifs of zhz uiivA Throng of People in the

Streets, except as every Family might mifs their Re-
lations and Neighbour.;, and the like; I fay they

could not believe thefe Things and if Enquiry were

now to be made in Navies^ or in other Ciiies on the

Coall of Italy, they would tell you [hat there was a

uiful Infection in London is many Years ago ^

in
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in which, as. above, there died Twenty Thoufand
in a Week, &c full as we have had it reported in

Loudon, that there was a Plague in the City ofNaples,

in die Year 1656, in which there died 20000 People

in a Day7
, of which I have had very good Satisfac-

tion, that it was utterly falfe.

Bnt mefe extravagant Reports were very preju-

dicial to our Trade, as well as unjuft and injurious

in tlv mfclves -, for it vas a long Time after the

Plagu •: was quite over, before our Trade could re-

cover itfelf in thole Parts of the World j and the

Flemings and Dutch, but efpccially the laft, made
very great Advantages of ir, having all the Market
to rh mfdves, and even buying our Manufactures

in the ftveral Parts of England where the Plague

was not 5
and carrying them to Holland, and Flan-

ders, and from thence tranfporting them to Spain

and to Italy, as if they had been of their own mak-
ing.

But they were detected fometimes and punifhed,

that is to fay, their Goods conhTcated, and Ships

alfo; for if it was true, that our Manufactures, "as

well as our People, were infected, and that it was

dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the

Smell of them ; then chofe People ran the Hazard by

that clandestine Trade, not only of carrying the

Contagion into their own Country, but alfo of in-

fecting the Nations to whom they traded with thofe

Goods \ which, confidering how many Lives might

be loft in Confequence of fuch an Action, muft be

a Trade that no Men of Corifcience could furTer

themfelves to be concern'd in.

I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm was

done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People : But I

doubt, I need not make any fuch Provifo in the

Cafe of our own Country ; for either by our Peo-

ple of London, or by the Commerce, which made
?;;eir eanverfing with all Sorts of People in every

County,
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County, and of every confidcrable Town, neceflfary,

I fay, by this Means the Plague was firft or laft

fpread all over the Kingdom, as well in London, as

in all the Cities and great Towns, efpecially in the

trading Manufacturing Towns, and Sea- Ports ; fo

that firft or laft, all the confidcrable Places in Eng~

land were vifited moreorlefs, and the Kingdom of

Ireland in fome Places, but not fo univerfally ; how
it far'd with the People in Scotland, 1 had no Op-
portunity to enquire.

It is to be obferv'd, that while the Plague conti-

nued fo violent in London, the Out-pcris, as they are

call'd, enjoyed a very great Trade, efpecially to the

adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations •,

for Example, the Towns of Colcheter, Yarmouth,

and Hull, on that fide of England, exported to Hol-

land and Hamburgh, the Manufactures of the adja-

cent Counties for feveral Months after the Trade
with London was as it were entirely (hut up *, like-

wife the Cities of Briflol and Exeter with the Port

of Plymouth, had the like Advantage to Spain, to

the Canaries, to Guinea, and to the Weft Indies \

and particularly to Ireland ; but as the Plague fpread

itfeif every way after it had been in London, to fuch

a Degree as it was in Auguft and. September ; fo all,

or mod of thofe Cities and Towns were infected

firft or laft, and then Trade was, as it were, tinder a

general Embargo, or at a full iiop, as I ftial] ob-

ferve farther, when I fpeak of our home Trade.

One thing however mud be obferved, that as to

Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be

fure did, fome who were out in all Parts of the World
a considerable while before, and fome who when they

went out knew nothing; of an Infection, or at leaft of

one fo terrible ; theft came up the River boldly,

and delivered their Cargoes as they were oblig'ct to

•p: tuft ip the two Months of Auguft and Sep-
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tember, when the Weight of the Infection lying,

as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durft ap-

pear in Bufinefs for a while : tint as this continued

but for a few Weeks, the homeward bound Ships,

efpeciaily fuch whofe Cargoes were not liable to

fpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, fhort of The
POOL *, or freih Water part of the River, even

as low as the River Medway, where feveral of them

ran in, and others lay at the Nore, and in the Hope

below Grave/end : So that by the latter End of Octo-

ber, there was a very great Fleet of homeward
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like had not

been known for many Years.

1 wo particular Trades were carried on by Water
Carriage all the while of the Infection, and that

with little or no Interruption, very much to the Ad-
vantage and Comfort of the poor diftrefTcd People

of the City, and thofe were the coafting Trade for

Com, and the Newcaftle Trade for Coals.

The fir ft of thefe was particularly carried on by
final! VcfTcls from the Port of Hulk and other

Places in the Humber, by which great Quantities of

Corn were brought in from TorkJJoire and Lincoln-

shire : The other Part of this Corn-Trade was from

Lynn in Norfolk, from Wells, and Bumham, and

from Yarmouth^ all in the fame County ; and the

third Branch was from the River Med-way? and from
Milton, Fever/ham, Margate, and Sandwich, and
all the other little Places and Ports round the Coafc

of Kent and Ejfex.

There was a!fo a very good Trade from the Coaft

of Suffolk with Corn, Butter and Cheefe ; thefe

Veffrls kepr a conftaht Courie of Trade, and with-

out Interruption came up to that Market known
full

* That Part of the River where the Ships lye up when they

Come Home, is caJFd the Fool, and takes in all the River on
both Sides of the Water, from the Tower to Cuckold's Point,

and Limehoufe.



2 5 2 ^HISTORY ej

ftill by the Name of Bear-Key, where they fupply'J

the City plentifully with Corn, when Land Carriage

began to fail, and when the People began to be

Tick of coming from many Places in the Country.

This alio was much of it owing to the Prudence

and Conduct of the Lord Mayor, who took fuch

care to keep the Mailers and Seamen from Danger,

when they came up, caufing their Corn to be bought

off at any time they wanted a Market, (which how-
ever was very (eldom)and caufing the Corn-Factors

immediately to unlade and deliver the VefTJs loaden

with Corn, that they had very little Occafion to

come out of their Ships or VeiTels, the Money ly-

ing always carried onboard to them, and put into a

Pail of Vinrgnr before it was carried.

The fecond Trade was, that of Cod > from New-
caftle upon Tyne ; without which the C ty would

have been greatly diftreffed ; for not in the Streets

only, but in private Houfes and Families, great

Quantities of Coals were then burnt, even ail the

Summer long, and when the Weather was hotteft,

which was done by the Advice of the Phyficians •,

fome indeed oppos'd it, and infilled that to keep

the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a means to propa-

gate the Diftemper, which was a Fermentation and

Heat already in the Blood ; that it was known to

fpread, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in

cnld, and therefore they alledg'd that all contagious

Diiternpers are the worfe for Heat, becaufe the Con-

tagion was nourifhed, and gain'd Strength in hot

Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat.

Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Cli-

mate might propagate Infection, asfultry hot Wea-
ther fills the Air with Vermin, and nourishes innu-

merable Numbers, and Kinds of venomous Creatures*

which breed in our Food, in the Plants, and even, in

our Bodies, by the very Stench of which, Infection

may
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may be propagated ; alfo, that Heat in the Air, or

Heat of Weather, as we ordinarily call it
9 makes Bo-

dies relax and faint, exhaufts the Spirits, opens the

Pores, and makes us more apt to receive Infection,

or any evil Influence, -be it from noxious peftileri-

tial Vapours, or any other Thing in the Air : But
that the Heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires

kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite different

Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kind,

but quick and fierce,- tending not to nourifh but to

con fume, and diffipate all thofe noxious Fumes,
which the other kind of Keat rather exhaled, and
ftagnated, than feparated, and burnt up ; betides it

was alledg'd that the fulphurous and nitrous Parti-

cles, that are often found to be in the Coal, with

that bituminous Subftance which burns, are all af-

fifting to clear and purge the Air, and render it

wholfom and fafe to breathe in, after the noxious

Particles as above are difpers'd and burnt up.

The latter Opinion prevaii'd at that Time, and

as I muff, confefs I think with good Reafon, and
the Experience of the Citizens conflrm'd it, many
Houfes which had conftant Fires kept in the Rooms,
having never been infected at all ; and I mud join

my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good
Fires kept our Rooms fweet and wholfom, and I do
verily believe made our whole Family lb, more thanj

would otherwife have been.

But I return to the Coals as a Trade •, it was with

no little DifEcuity that this Trade was kept open,

and particularly becaufe as we were in an oprn

War with the Dutch, at that Time, the Dutch

Capers at firft took a great many of our Collier

Ships, which made the reft cautious, and made
them to (fay to come in Fleets together : But after

fome time, the Capers were either afraid to take

them, or their Mafters, the States, were afraid they

Ihould, and forbad them, left the Plague mould be
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among them, which made them fare the bet-

ter.

For the Security of thofe Northern Traders, the

Coal Ships were ordered by my Lord Mayor, not

to come up into the Pool above a certain Number
at a Time, and ordered Lighters and other VefTels,

flich as the Wood-mongers, that is the Wharf
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers furninVd, to go down, and

take out the Coals as low as Deptjord and Green-

wichy and fome farther down.

Others delivered great Quantities of Coals in par-

ticular Places, where the Ships could come to the

Shoar, as at Greenwich, Bldtkwal, and other Places,

in vail Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale \ but were

then fetch'd away, after the Ships which brought

them were gone ; fo that the Seamen had no Com-
munication with the River-Men, nor fo much as

came near one another.

Yet all this Caution, could not effectually pre-

vent the Difiemper getting among the Colliery,

that is to fay, among the Ships by which a great

many Seamen died of it ; and that which was frill

worfe, was, that they carried it down to Ipfwich^

and Yarmouth, to Newcaftle upon ^yne, and other

Places on the Coaft ; where, efpeciaily at Newcaftle

and at Sunderland, it carried off a great Number of

People.

The making fo many Fires as above, did indeed

confume an unufual Quantity of Coals -, and that up
on one or two Stops of the Ships coming up, whe
ther by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption

of Enemies, I do not remember, but the Price o

Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 4 1. a

Ch alder, but it foon abated when the Ships came
in, and as afterwards they had a fieer Paffage, the

Price was very rcafonable all the reft of that Year.

The publick Fires which were made on thefe

Occafions, as I have calculated it> mult ncceflarily

7 have

H
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have coft the City about 200 Chalder of Goals a
Week, if they had continued, which was in-

deed a very great Quantity •, but as it was, thought

neceflary, nothing was fpar'd ; however, as fome of

the Phyficians cry'd them down, they were not kept

a-light above four or five Days ; the Fires were or-

der'd thus.

One at the Cuftom-houfe, one at Billing/gate, one

at Queen-hith, and one at the Three Cranes, one in

Black Friers, and one at the Gate of Bridewel, one

at the Corner of Leadenbal Street, and Grace-churchy

one at the North, and one at the South Gate of the

Royal Exchange, one at Guild Hall, and one ac

Blackwell-Hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayor's Door,

in St. Helens, one at the Weft Entrance into St.

Paul's, and one at the Entrance into Bow Church :

I do not remember whether there was any at the

City Gates, but one ac the Bridge foot there was, juft

by St. Magnus Church.

I know, fome have quarrelled fince that at the

Experiment, and faid, that there died the more
People, becaufe of thofe Fires ; but I am perfuaded

thofe that (ay fa, Q&r no Evidence to prove it,

neither can I believe it on any Account whatever.

It remains to give fome Account of the State of

Trade at home in England, during this dreadful

Time -, and particularly as it relates to the Manufac-
tures, and the Trade in the City : At the firft break-

ing cut of the Infection, there was, as it is eafy to

fuppofe, a very great Fright among the People, and
confequently a general Stop of Trade ; except in

Provifions and Neceilaries of Life ; and even in

thofe Things, as there was a vaft Number of People,

fled, and a very great Number always fick, beficies

the Number which died; fo there could not b$|

above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con-
fumption of Provifions in the City as ufed to.be.

Jc
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It plcas'd God, to lend a very plentiful Year of
Corn and Fruit, b*c no of Hay or Graft; by
which means Bread was die; , Reafon of the

Plenty of Corn : Fli fh was cheap, by reafon of the

Scarcity of Grafs-, but But er ai 1 Cheefe were

dear for the fame Reafon, and Hiy in the Market
juft beyond White-Chapel Bars, -vas fold at 4 /, per

Load. But ihat affected not the Po r ; there \

a moft exceffive Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, (v..

a

as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes ; i3

they were the cheaper, becaufe of the want of Peo-

ple ; but this made the Poor eat them to excefs, and
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Guts,

Surfeits, and the like, which often precipitated them
into the Plague.

But to come to Matters of Trade ; fir ft, Foreign

Exportation being ftopt, or at leaft very much in-

terrupted, and rendered difficult; a general Stop

of all thofe Manufactures followed of Courfe, which

were ufually brought for Exportation; and tho' fome-

times Merchants Abroad were importunate for

Goods, yet little was fent, the Pafiages being {o

generally ftop'd, that the EngUJh Ships would not

be admitted, as is faid already, into their Port.

This put a Stop to the Manufactures, that were

for Exportation in moft Parts of England^ except in

fome Out-ports ; and even that was foon ftop'd ;

for they all had the Plague in their Turn : But tho'

this was felt all over England; yet what was ftill

worfe, all Intercourfe of Trade for home Confump-
tion of Manufactures, efpecially thofe which ufual-

ly circulated thro' the Londoners Hands, was ftop'd

at once, the Trade of the City being ftop'd.

All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, &c. Tradef-

inen and Mechanicks, were, as I have faid be-

fore, out of Employ, and this occafion'd the putting

off, and difmifiipg an innumerable Number of jour-

riey-men, and Work-men of all Sorts, feeing no-.

thing
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thing was done relating to fuch Trades, but what
might be faid to be abfolutely neceiTary.

This caufed rhe Multitude of lingle People in

London to be unprovided for ; as alio of Families,

whofe living depended upon rhe Labour of the

Heads of thofe Families ; I fay, this reduced them
to extreme Mifery ; a/id I mult confefs it is for the

Honour of the City of London, and will be for

many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that

they were able to fupply with charitable Provifion,

the Wants of fb many Th^ufands of thofe as after-

wards fell fick, and were didrefTed ; fo that it may
be hkly aver'd that no Body perifh'd for Wanr,
at Jeaft that the Magiftrates had any notice given

them of.

This Stagnation of our Manufacturing Trade in

the Country, would have put the People there to

much greater Difficulties, but that the Mafler-

Workmen, Clothiers and others, to the uttermofl of

their Stocks and Strength, kept on making their

Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing that as

foon as the Sicknefs mould abate, they would have

a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of

their Trade at that Time : But as none but thofe

Mailers that were rich could do thus, and that

many were poor and not able, the Manufacturing

Trade in England fuffer'd greatly, and the Poor

were pinch'd all over England by the Calamity of

the City of London only.

It is true, that the next Year made them full

amends by another terrible Calamity upon the City ;

fo that the City by one Calamity impoverifhed and

weaken'd the Country, and by another Calamity

even terrible too of its Kind, enrich'd the Country

and made them again amends: For an infinite Quan-
tity of Houfhold Stuff, wearing Apparel, and other

Things, befides whole Ware-houfes fUl'd with

Merchandize and Manufactures, fuch as come from

S all
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all Parts of England, were confum'd in the Fire of

London, the next Year after this terrible Vifitation

:

It is incredible what a Trade this made all over the

whole Kingdom, to m ike good the Want, and to

iupplythatLofs: So that, in fhort, all the manufactur-

ing Hands in the Nation were fet on Work, and

were little enough, for feveral Years, to fupply the

Market and anfwer the Demands ; all Foreign Mar-
kets alio were empty of our Goods, by the flop

which had been occafioned by the Plague, and be-

Fore an open Trade was allow'd again ; and the

prodigious Demand at Home falling in join'd to

make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods -, fo that

there never was known iuch a Trade all over Eng-

land for the Time, as was in the firft feven Years

after the Plague, and after the Fire of London.

It remains now, that I mould fay fomething of

the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment • The
lad Week in September, the Plague being come to

its Crifis, its Fury began to afTwage. I remember

my Friend Doctor Heath coming to fee me the

Week before, told me, he was fure that the Vio-

lence of it would afTwage in a few Days ; but when
I faw the weekly Bill of that Week, which was

the higheft of the whole Year, being 8297 °f a^
Difeales, I upbraided him with it, and afk'd him,

what he had made his Judgment from ? His Anfwer,

however, was not fo much to feek, as I thought it

would have been •, look you, fays he, by the Number
which are at this Time fick and infected, there fhould

have been twenty Thoufand dead the lafb Week, in-

ftead of eightThoufand, if the inveterate mortal Con-
tagion had been, as it was two Weeks ago ; for then

it ordinarily kill'd in two or three Days, now not

under Eight or Ten -, and then not above One in

Five recovered ; whereas I have obferv'd, that now
not above Two in Five mifcarry, and obferve

it from me, the next Bill will decreafe, and you
will
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will fee many more People recover than ufed to do 1

for tho' a vaft Multitude are now every where in-

fected, and as many every Day fall fick ; yet there

will not fo many die as there did, for the Maligni-

ty of the Diftemper is abated •, adding, that he be-

gan now to hope, nay more than hope, that the

Infection had pafs'd its Crifis, and was going off; and
accordingly fo it was, for the next Week being, as

I faid, the laft in September, the Bill decreafed al-

moft two Thoufand.

It is true, the Plague was (till at a frightful

Height, and the next Bill was no lefs than 6460, and
the next to that 5720 5 but ill my Friend's Obfer-

vation was juft, and it did appear the Pe. pie did re-

cover fafter, and more in Number, than they ufed

to do ; and indeed if it had not been fo, what had been

the Condition of the City of London ? for according

to my Friend there were not fewer than fixty Thou-
fand People at that Time infected, whereof, as

above, 20477 died, and near 40000 recovered ;

whereas had it been as it was before, Fifty thoufand

of that Number would very probably have died, if

not more, and 50000 more would have fickned ;

for in a Word, the whole Mafs of People began to

ficken, and it look'd as
-

if none would efcape.

But this Remark of my Friend's appear'd more
evident in a few Weeks more ; for the Decreafe

went on, and another Week in Ouioher it decreas'd

1843. So that the Number dead of the Plague

was but 2665, and the next Week it decreafed

141 j more, and yet it was ken plainly, that there

was abundance of People fick, nay abundance more
than ordinary, and abundance fell fick every Day,
but (as above) the Malignity of the Difeafe abated.

Such is the precipitant Difpofition of our Peo-

ple, whether it is fo or not ail over the World,

that's none of my particular Bufinefs to enquire;

but I faw it apparently here, that as upon the firft

S 2 Fright
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Fright of the Infection, they fhun'd one another,

and fled from one another's Houies, and from the

City with an unaccountable, and, as I thought, un-

necessary Fright-, fo now upon this Notion fpread-

jng, (viz.) that the Di (temper was not fo catch-

ing as formerly, and that if it was catch'd, it was not

io mortal, and feeing abundance of People, who
really fell fick, recover again daily; they took to

fuch a precipitant Courage, and grew fo entirely

regardlefs of themfelves, and of the Infection, that

they made no more of the Plague than of an or-

dinary Fever, nor indeed fo much ; they not only

went boldly into Company, with thofe who had

Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were

running, and confequently contagious, but eat and

drank with them, nay into their Houfes to vifit

them, and even, as I was told, into their very

Chambers where they lay fick.

This I cou'd not fee rational ; my Friend Doc-
tor Heath allow 'd, and it was plain to Experi-

ence, that the Diilemper was as catching as ever,

and as many fell fick, but only he alledg'd, that fo

many of thofe that fell fick did not die ; but I think

that while many did die, and that, at belt the Di-

ftemper it felf was very terrible, the Sores and

Swellings very tormenting, and the Danger of

Death not left out of the Circumftance of Sicknefs,

tho' not fo frequent as before •, all thofe things toge-

ther, with the exceed ingTedioufnefs of the Cure, the

LoathfomenefsoftheDifeafe,and many other Articles,

were efiough to deter any Man living from a dan-

gerous Mixture with the fick People, and make them
as anxious almoft to avoid the Infection as before.

Nay there was another Thing which made the

meer catching of the Diftemper frightful, and that

was the terrible burning of the Caufticks, which

the Surgeons laid on the Swellings to bring them
to break, and to run \ without which the Danger

of
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of Death was very great, even to the lad •, alfo the

unfuffcrable Torment of the Swellings, which tho'

it might not make People raving and diffracted, as

they were before, and as T have given feveral In-

flances of already, yet they put the Patient to in-

expreflible Torment ; and thofe that fell into it, tho'

they did efcape with Life, yet they made bitter Com-
plaints of thofe that had told them there was no Dan-
ger, and fadly repented their Rafhnefs and Folly in

venturing to run into the Reach of it.

Nor did this unwary Conduct of the People end

here, for a great many that thus cafl off their Cau-
tions fuffered more deeply lull ; and tho' many
efcap'd, yet many died ; and at lead it had this pub-

lick Mifchief attending it, that it made the De-
creafe of Burials flower than it would othervvifg

have been *, for as this Notion run like Lightening

thro' the City, and People's Heads were poffefs'd

with it, even as foon as the firil great Decreafe in

the Bills appear'd, we found, that the two next

Bills did not decreafe in Proportion ; the Reafon I

take to be the People's running fo rafhly into Dan~
ger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care,

and all the Shynefs which they ufed to practife •, de-

pending that the Sicknefs would not reach them,

or that if it did they mould not die.

The Phyficians oppos'd this thoughtlefs Hu-
mour of the People with all their Mighr, and gave

out printed Directions, fpreading them all over the

City and Suburbs, advifing the People to continue

referv'd, and to ufe ftill the utmoft Caution in their

ordinary Conduct, notwithstanding the Decreafe of

the Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of

bringing a Relapfe upon the whole City, and telling

them how fuch a Relapfe might be more fatal and

dangerous than the whole Vifitation that had been

already ; with many Arguments and Reafons to ex-

plain and prove that Part to them, and which are

top long to repeat here.

S 3 But
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But it was al! to no Purpofe, the audacious Crea-

tures were fo poffefs'd with the firfl Joy, and fo

furpriz'd with the Satisfaction of feeing a vail De-
creaie in the weekly Bills, that they were impene-

trable by any new Terrors, and would not be per-

fuaded, but that the Bitternefs of Death was p ifs'd -,

and it was to no more purpofe to talk to them,

than to an Eaft-wind •, but they openM Shops, went

about Streets, did Bufinefs, and converfed with any

Body that came in their Way to converfe with,

whether with Bufinefs, or without, neither inqui-

ring of their Health, or fo much as being apprehen-

five of any Danger from them, tho' they knew
them not to be found.

This imprudent rafh Conduct coft a great many
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caution

fhut themfelves up, and kept retir'd as it were from

all Mankind, and had by that means, under God's
Providence, been preferv'd thro' all the Heat of that

Infection.

This rafh and fcolifh Conduct, Ivfky* of the People

Went fo far, that the Minifters took notice to them
of it at laft, and laid before them both the Folly

and Danger of it ; and this check'd it a little, fo

that they grew more cautious, but it had another

Effect, which they could not check ; for as the firfl

Rumour had fpread not over the City only, but in-

to the Country, it had the like Effect, and the Peo-

ple were fo tir'd with being fo long from London,

and fo eager to come back, that they flock'd to

Town without Fear or Forecaft, and began tofhew
themfelves in the Streets, as if all the Danger was
over : It was indeed furprifing to fee it, for tho' there

died ftill from a Thouiand to eighteen Hundred a

Week, yet the People flock'd to Town, as if all

had been well.

The Confequence of this was, that the Bills en-

creas'd again Four Hundred the very firfl Week in

ffovember \
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November ; and if I might believe the Phyficians*

there was above three Thoufand fell fick that Week*
mofl of them new Comers too.

One JOHN COCK, a Barber in St. Martin's k
Grand, was an eminent Example of this ; I mean
of the hafty Return of the People, when the

Plague was abated : This John Cock had left the

Town with his whole Family, and lock'd up his

Houfe, and was gone in the Country, as many
others did, and finding the Plague ib decreas'd in

November, that there died but 905 per Week of

all Difeafes, he ventnr'd home again ; he had in his

Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfelf and

Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid
Servant \ he had not been return'd to his Houfe
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and

carry on his Trade, but the Diftemper broke out

in his Family, and within about five Days they all

died, except one, that is to fay, himfelf, his Wife,

all his five Children, and his two Apprentices, and

only the Maid remain'd alive.

But the Mercy of God was greater to the reft than

we had Reafon to expect \ for the Malignity, as I have

faid, of the Diftemper was fpent, the Contagion

was exhaufted, and alfo the Winter Weather came

on apace, and the Air was clear and cold, with

fome fharp Frofts ; and this encreafing (till, mod of

thofe that had fallen fick recover' d, and the Health

of the City began to return : There were indeed fome

Returns of the Diftemper, even in the Month of

December, and the Bills encreafed near a Hundred,
but it went off again, and fo in a fhort while

Things began to return to their own Channel. And
wonderful it was to fee how populous the City was

again all on a fudden -, fo that a Stranger could not

mifs theNumbers that were loft, neither was there any

mifs of the Inhabitants as to their Dwellings : Few
or no empty Houfes were to be fecn, or if there

S 4 were
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were fame, there was no want of Tenants for

them.

wifli I cou'd fay, that as the City had a new.

Face, fo the Manners of the People had a new Ap-
pearance : I doubt not but there were many that

retain'd a fmcere Senfe of their Deliverance, and
that were heartily thankful to that fovereign Hand,
that r.ad protect d them in fo dang, rous a Time ; it

would be very uncharitable to judge othervvife in

a City i'o populous, and where the People were fo

devour, as they were here in the Time of the Vifi-

tation it ielf -, but except what of this was to be

found in particular Families, and Faces, it muft be
acknowledged that the general Practice of the Peo-

ple was juft as it was before, and very little Diffe-

rence was to be feen.

Some indeed faid Things were worfe, that the

Morals of the People declin'd from this very time ;

that the People harden'd by the Danger they had

been in, like Sea-men after a Storm is over, were

more wicked and more ftupid, more bold and
hardened in their Vices and Immoralities than they

were before ; but I will not carry it fo far neither :

It would take up a Hiftory of no fmall Length,

to give a Particular of all theGradations* by which

the Courfe of Things in this City came to be re-

ftor'd again, and to run in their own Channel as

they did before.

SomeParts of England were now infected as violent-

ly as London had been ; the. Cities of Norwich, Peter-

borough, Lincoln, Cclchefter, and other Places were

nowvifited; and theMagiftrates ofLondon began to fet

Rules for our Conduct, as to correfponding with

thofe Cities : Ic is true, we could not pretend to

forbid their People coming to London, becaufe it

was impoiTible to know them affunder, fo after many
Confutations, the Lord Mayor, and Court of Al-

dermen were oblig'd to drop it: All they cou'd do,

was



the PLAGUE. 265

was to warn and caution the People, not to enter-

tain in their Houfes, or converfe with any People

who they knew came from fuch infected Places.

But they might as well have talk'd to the Air,

for the People of London thought themfelves fo

PJague-free now, that they were pail all Admoniti-

ons j they feem'd to depend upon it, that the Air

was reftor'd, and that the Air was like a.Man that

had had the Small Pox, not capable of being infected

again; this reviv'd that Notion, that the Infection

was all in the Air, that there was no fuch thing as

Contagion from the fick People to the Sound ; and

fo ftrongly did this Whimfy prevail among People,

that they run all together promifcuoufly, fick and

well ; not the Mahometans, who, prepoffefs'd with

the Principle of Predeftination value nothing of

Contagion, let it be in what it will, could be more
obftinate than the People of London ; they that

were perfectly found, and came out of the whole-

fome Air, as we call it, into the City, made no-

thing of going into the fame Houfes and Cham-
bers, nay even into the fame Beds, with thofe that

had the Biftemper upon them, and were not reco-

vered.

Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldnefs

with the Price of their Lives ; an infinite Number
fell fick, and the Phyficians had more Work than

ever, only with this Difference, that more of their

Patients recovered ; that is to fay, they generally

recovered, but certainly there were more People

infected, and fell fick now, when there did not

die above a Thoufand, or Twelve Hundred in a

Week, than there was when there died Five or Six

Thoufand a Week *, fo entirely negligent were the

People at that Time, in the great and dangerous

Cafe of Health and Infection ; and fo ill were

they able to take or accept of the Advice of thofe

who cautioned them for their Good.
The
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The People being thus return'd, as it were in ge-

neral, it was very Grange to find, that in their in-

quiring after their Friends, fome whole Families

were fo entirely fwept away, that there was no Re-
membrance of them left -, neither was any Body to

be found to pofTefs or fhew any Title to that little

they had left -, for in fuch Cafes, what was to be

found was generally embezzled, and purloyn'd fome
gone one way, fome another.

It was faid fuch abandon'd Effects, came to the

King as the univerfal Heir, upon which we are told,

and I fuppofe it was in part true, that the King grant-

ed all fuch asDeodands to the Lord Mayor and Court

of Aldermen of London, to be applied to the Ufe of

the Poor, of whom there were very many : For it is

to be obferv'd, that tho' the Occafions of Relief,

and the Objects of Diitrefs were very many more in

the Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now
after all was over ; yet the Diftrefs of the Poor was

more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe

all the Sluices of general Charity were now fhut

:

People fuppos'd the main Occafion to be over, and

fo ftop'd their Hands ; whereas particular Objects

were ftill very moving, and the Diftrefs of thofe

that were Poor, was very great indeed.

Tho' the Health of the City was now very much
reftor'd, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to ftir,

neither would Foreigners admit our Ships into their

Ports for a great while ; as for the Dutch, the Mif-

underftandings between our Court and them had

broken out into a War the Year before -, fo that our

Trade that way was wholly interrupted ; but Spain

and Portugal, Italy and Barbary, as alfo Hamburgh,

and all the Ports in the Baltick, thefe were all fhy

of us a great while, and would not reftore Trade with

us for many Months.

The Diftemper fweeping away fuch Multitudes,

as I have obferv'd, many, if not all the Out parifhes

were
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were obliged to make new Burying-Grounds, be-

fides that I have mentioned in Bunbill-Fields, fome
of which were continued, and remain in Ufe to

this Day ; but others were left off, and which, I

confefs, I mention with fome Reflection, being

converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards,

the dead Bodies were di&urb'd, abus'd, dug up
again, fome even before the Flefli of them was pe~

rifhed from the Bones, and remov'd like Dung or

Rubbifh to other Places ; fome of thofe which came
within the Reach of my Obfervation, are as fol-

low.

i. A piece of Ground beyond Go/wel-Street, near

Mount-Mill, being fome of the Remains of the

old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where Abun-
dance were buried promifcuoufly from the Parifh.es

of Alder/gate^ Clerkenwell^ and even out of the

City. This Ground, as I take it, was fince made
a Phyfick Garden, and after that has been built

upon.

2. A piece of Ground juft over the Black Ditch,

as it was then call'd, at the End of Holloway-Lane
y

in Shoreditch Parifh -, it has been fince made a Yard
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufes, but

is quite out of Ufe as a Burying-Ground.

3 . The upper End of Hand-Alley in Bifhopfgate-

ftreet) which was then a green Field, and was taken

in particularly for Bijhop/gate Parifh, tho' many
of the Carts out of the City brought their Dead
thither alfo, particularly out of the Parifti of Sc. All-

hallows on the Wall ; this Place I cannot mention

without much Regret •, it was, as I remember, about

two or three Years after the Plague was ceas'd, that

Sir Robert Clayton came to be polled of the Ground;

it was reported, how true I know not, that it fell

to the King for want of Heirs, all thofe who. had

any Right to it being carried off by the Peftilence,

and that Sir Robert Clayton obtain'd a Grant of it

from
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from King Charles II. But however he came by
it, certain it is, the Ground was let out to build

on, or built upon by his Order : The firft Houfe
built upon it was a large fair Houfe dill ftanding,

which faces the Street, or Way, now called Hand*

Alley i which, tho' called an Alley, is as wide as a

Street : The Houfes in the fame Row with that

Houfe Northward, are built on the very fame

Ground where the poor People were buried, and

the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Founda-
tions, were dug up, fome of them remaining fo

plain to be feen, that the Women's Sculls were di-

ftinguifh'd by their long Hair, and of others, the

Flefh was not quite perifhed •, fo that the People be-

gan to exclaim loudly againft it, and fome fuggefted

that it might endanger a Return of the Contagi-

on : After which the Bones and Bodies, as faft as

they came at them, were carried to another part of

the fame Ground, and thrown all together into'a

deep Pit, dug on purpofe, which now is to be

known, in that it is not built on, but is a PafTage

to another Houfe, a^ the upper End of Rofe Alley,

juft againft the Door of a Meeting-houfe, which has

been built there many Years fince ; aud the Ground
is palifadoed off from the reft of the PafTage, in a

little Square \ there lies the Bones and Remains of

near two Thoufand Bodies, carried by the Dead-

Carts to their Grave in that one Year.

4. Befides this, there was a piece of Ground in

Moorfields, by the going into the Street, which is

now called Old Bethlem, which was enlarg'd much,
tho' not wholly taken in on the fame Occafion.

N. B. The Author of this Journal, lies buried

in that very Ground, being at his own Defire, his

Sifter having been buried there a few Years be-

fore.

5. Stepney Parifh extending itfelf from the Eaft

part of London to the North, even to the very

Edge



the PLAGUE. 269

Edge 'of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of

Ground taken in to bury their Dead, clofe to the faid

Church-yard; and which for that very Reafon, was

left open, and is fince, I fuppofe, taken into the fame

Church-yard ; and they had alfo two other burying

Places in Spittlefields, one where fince a Chapel or

Tabernacle has been built for Eafe to this great

JParifh, and another in Petticoat-lane.

There were no lefs than Five other Grounds

made ufe of for the Parifh of Stepney at that Time ;

one where now ftands the Parifh Church of St.

Paul's Sbadwel, and the other, where now (lands

the Parifh Church of St. John at Wapping, both

which had not the Names of Parifhes at that Time,
but were belonging to Stepney Parifh.

I cou'd name many more, but thefe coming
within my particular Knowledge, the Circum fiance

I thought made it of Ufe to record them ; from
the whole, it may be obferv'd, that they were ob-

liged in thisTime of Diflrefs,to take in new burying-

Grounds in moft of the Out-parifhes. for laying

the prodigious Numbers of People which died in

fo fhort a Space of Time ; but why Care was not

taken to keep thofe Places feparate from ordinary

Ufes, that fo the Bodies might reft undiflurb'd,

that I cannot anfwer for, and mull confefs, I think it

was wrong ; who were to blame, I know not.

I mould have mentioned, that the Quakers had
at that Time alfo a Burying-Ground, kt a-part

to their Ufe, and which they frill make ufe of, and
they had alfo a particular dead Cart to fetch their

Dead from their Houfes ; and the famous Solomon

Eagle, who, as I mentioned before, had predicted the

Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro' the

Streets, telling the People, that it was come upon
them, to punifh them for their Sins, had his own
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague,

and
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and was carried one of the firft in the Quakers dead
Cart, to their new Burying-Ground.

I might ha re throng'd this Account with many
more remarkable Things, which occurr'd in theTime
of (he Infection, and particularly what pafs'd be-

tween the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was
then at Oxford, and what Directions were from
Time to Time received from the Government for

their Conduct on this critical Occafion. But really

the Court concern'd themfelves fo little, and that

little they did was of fo fmall Import, that I do
not fee it of much Moment to mention any Part

of it here, except that of appointing a Monthly
Fail in the City, and the fending the Royal
Charity to the Relief of the Poor, both which I hare
mention'd before.

Great was the Reproach thrown on thofe PhynV
cians who left their Patients during the Sicknefs,

and now they came to Town again, no Body cared

to employ them ; they were called Deferters, and
frequently Bills were fet up upon their Doors, and
written, Here is a Doffor to be let ! So that feveral

of thofe Phyficians were fain for a while to fit ft ill

and look about them, or at lead remove their Dwel-
lings, and &t up in new Places, and among new
Acquaintance ^ the like was the Cafe with the Clergy,

who the People were indeed very abufive to, writ-

ing Verfes and fcandalous Reflections upon them,

fetting upon the Church Door, here is a Pulpit to

be let, or fometimes to befold, which was worfe.

It was not the leaf! of our Misfortuues, that with

our Infection, when it ceafed, there did not ceafe the

Spirit of Strife and Contention,SIander and Reproach,

which was really the great Troubler of the Nation's

Peace before : It was faid to be the Remains of the

old Animofities, which had fo lately involv'd us all

in Blood and Diforder. But as the late Act of In-

demnity had laid afleep the Quarrel it felf, fo the

Govern-
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Government had recommended Family and Perfo-

nal Peace upon all Occafions, to the whole Na-
tion.

But it cou'd not be obtain'd, and particularly after

the ceafing of the Plague in London, when any one

that had Teen the Condition which the People had

been in, and how they carefs'd one another at that

Time, promis'd to have more Charity for the future,

and to raife no more Reproaches : I fay, any one

that had feen them then, would have thought they

would have come together with another Spirit at

lad. But, I fay, it cou'd not be obtain'd ; the Quar-
rel remain'd, the Church and the Prefbyterians

were incompatible ; as foon as the Plague was re-

mov'd, the difTenting outed Minifters, who had
fupplied the Pulpits, which were deferted by the

Incumbents, retir'd, they cou'd expect no other ;

but that they mould immediately fall upon them,
and harrafs them, with their penal Laws, accept

their preaching while they were fick, and perfecute

them as foon as they were recover'd again ; this even

we that were of the Church thought was very

hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it.

But it was the Government, and we cou'd fay

nothing to hinder it •, we cou'd only fay, it was not

our doing, and we could not anfwer for it.

On the other Hand, the DifTenters reproaching

thofe Minifters of the Church with going away,

and deferting their Charge, abandoning the People

in their Danger, and when they had moil need of

Comfort and the like, this we could by no means

approve ; for all Men have not the fame Faith, and

the fame Courage, and the Scripture commands us

to judge the mod favourably, and according to Cha*
rity.

A Plague is a formidable Enemy, and is arm'd

with Terrors, that every Man is not fufficiently

fortified to refill, or prepared to ftand the Shock
again ft :
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againft : It is very certain, that a great many of
the Clergy, who were in Circumftances to do it,

withdrew, and fled for the Safety of their Lives j

but 'tis true alfo, that a great many of them ftaid,

and many of them fell in the Calamity, and in the

Difchaige of their Duty.

Ic is true, fome of the DifTenting turn'd out Mi-
nifters ftaida and their Courage is to be commend-
ed, and highly valued, but thefe were not abun-

dance •, it cannot be faid that they all flaid, and
that none retir'd into the Country, any more than

it can be faid of the Church Clergy, that they all

went away ; neither did all thofe that went away,

go without fubftituting Curates, and others in their

Places, to do the Offices needful, and to vifit the

Sick, as far as it was practicable ; fo that upon the

whole, an Allowance of Charity might have been

made on both Sides, and we fhould have confider'd,

that fuch a time as this of 1665, is not to be parallel'd

in Hiftory, and that it is not the ftouteft Courage
that will always fupport Men in fuch Cafes ; I had

not faid this, but had rather chofen to record

the Courage and religious Zeal of thofe of both

Sides, who did hazard themfelves for the Service of

the poor People in their Diftrefs, without remem-
bring that any fail'd in their Duty on either fide.

But the want of Temper among us, has made
the contrary to this necefiary ; fome that ftaid, not

only boafting too much of themfelves, but revil-

ing thofe that fled, branding them with Cowardice,

deferting their Flocks, and acting the Part of the

Hireling, and the like : I recommend it to the Cha-

rity of all good People to look back, and reflect duly

upon the Terrors of the Time ; and whoever does

fo will fee, that it is not an ordinary Strength that

cou'd fupport it : it was not like appearing in the

Head of an Army, or charging a Body of Horfe

in the Field $ but it was charging Death it felf

on
1
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on his pale Horfe ; to (lay was indeed to die, and it

could be efteemed nothing lefs, efpecially as things

appeared at the latter End of Augvfi, aad the Be-

ginning of September, and as there was reafon to

expect them at that time •, for no Man expected,

and I dare fay, believed, that the Diftemper would

take fo fudden a Turn as it did, and fall imme-
diately 2000 in a Week, when there was fuch a

prodigious Number of People fick at that Time,
as it was known there was ; and then it was that

many (hiked away, that had ftay'd moftofthe time

before.

Befides, if God gave Strength to fome more than

to others, was it to boaft of their Ability to abide

the Stroke, and upbraid thofe that had not the fame
Gift and Support, or ought not they rather to have
been humble and thankful, if they were render'd

more ufeful than their Brethren ?

I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of

fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyfician% Sur-

geons, Apoihecaries, Magistrates and Officers of
every kind, as alfo all ufeful People, who ventur'd their

Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as mod cer-

tainly all fuch as ftay'd did to the laft Degree,

and feveral of all thefe Kinds did not only venture,

but lofe their Lives on that fad Occafion.

1 was once making a Lift of all fuch a I mean of

all thofe Profeffions and Employments who thus

died, as 1 call it, in the way of their Duty *, but it

was impoffible for a private Man to come at a

Certainty in the Particulars ; I only remember, that

there died fixteen Clergymen, two Aldermen, five

Phyficrans, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and

Liberties before the beginning of September : But

this being, as 1 faid before, the great CriQs and Extre-

mity of the Infection, it can be no compleat Lift : As
to inferior People, I think there died fix and forty

T Con-
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Conftables and Head boroughs in the two Parifhes of
Stepney and White-Chapel; but I could not carry

my Lift on, for when the violent Rage of the Di-
ilemper in September came upon us, it drove us out

of all Meafurcs : Men did then no more die by Tale

and by Number, they might put out a Weekly
Bill, and call them feven or eight Thoufand, or

what they pleas'd •, 'tis certain they died by Heaps,

and were buried by Heap?, that is to fay, without Ac-
count; and if I might believe fome People, who
were more abroad and more converfant with thofe

things than I, tho' I was public enough for one

that had no more Bufinefs to do than 1 had, I fay,

if I may believe them, there was not many lefs bu-

ried thole firft three Weeks in September than 20000
per Week ; however the others aver the Truth of

it, yet I rather chufe to keep to the publick Account

;

feven and eight thoufand per Week is enough to

make good all that I have faid of the Terror of thofe

Times ; and it is much to the Satisfaction of me
that write, as well as thofe that read, to be able to

jay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation,

and rather within Compafs than beyond it.

Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could wifli, when
we were recover'd, our Conduct had been more
diftinguifti'd for Charity and Kindnefs in Remem-
brance of the pafl: Calamity, and not fo much a

valuing our felves upon our Boldnefs in ftaying, as

if all Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand
of God, or that thofe, who ftay, do not fometimes

owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and defpifing

the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind

of Defperation, and not a true Courage.

I cannot but leave it upon Record, that the Civil

Officers, fuch as Conftables, Headboroughs, Lord
Mayor's, and SherifT's-men, as alfo Parifh Officers,

whofe Bufinefs it was to take Charge of the Poor,

did
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did their Duties in general with as much Courage
as any, and perhaps with more, hecauie their Work
was attended with more Hazards, and lay more
among the Poor, who were more fubject to be in-

fected and in the moft pitiful Plight when they were

taken with the Infection : But then it mud bead-
ded too, that a great Number of them died, indeed it

was fcarce pofiiblc it mould be otherwife.

I have not faid one Word here about the Phyfick

or Preparations that we ordinarily rmde ufe of on this

terrible Occafion, I mean we that went frequently

abroad up and down Street, as I did ; much of this

was talk'd of in the Books and Bills of our Quack
Doctors, of whom I have faid enough already.

It may however be added, that the College of Phy-
ficians were daily publiming feveral Preparations,

which they had confider'd of in the Proceis of their

Practice, and which being to be had in Print, I

avoid repeating them for that reafon.

One thing I could not help obferving, what be-

fell one of the Quacks, who publifh'd that he had a

moft excellent Prefervative againft the Plague, which

whoever kept about them, mould never be in-

fected, or liable to Infection •, this Man, who we
may reafonably fuppofe, did not go abroad without

fome of this excellent Prefervative in his Pocker, yet

was taken by the Diftemper, and carry'd oft in two

or three Days.

I am not of the Number of the Phyfic-Haters,

or Phyfic-Defpifers; on the contrary, I have often

mentioned the regard I had to the Dictates of my
particular Friend Dr. Heath ; but yet 1 muft ac-

knowledge, I made ufe of little or nothing, except

as I have obferv'd, to keep a Preparation of ilrong

Scent to have ready, in cafe I met with any thing

of otFenfrVe Smells, or went too near any burying

place, or dead Body.

X 2 Neither
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Neither did I do, what I know fome did, keep
the Spirits always high and hot with Cordials, and

"Wine, and fuch things, and which, aslobferv'd, one

learned Phyfician ufed himfelf fo much to, as that

he could not leave them off when the Infection was

quite gone, and fo became a Sot for all his Life

after.

I remember, my Friend the Doctor ws'd to fay,

that there was a certain Set of Drugs and Preparation.-,

which were all certainly good and ufeful in the cafe

of an Infection -, out of which, or with which, Phy-
ficians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines,

as the Ringers of Bells make feveral Hundred diffe-

rent Rounds of Mufick by the changing and Or-

der ofSound but in fix Bells -, and that all thefe Prepara-

tions (hall be really very good ; therefore, fai'd he, I do

not wonder that fo vaft a Throng of Medicines is of-

fer'd in the prefent Calamity •, and almoft every Phyfi-

dian prefcribes or prepares a different thing, as his

Judgment or Experience guides him : bur, fays

my Friend, Jet all the Prefcriptions of all the Phy-

iicians in London be examined ; and it will be found,

that they are all compounded of the fame things,

with fuch Variations only, as the particular Fancy
of the Doctor leads him to ; fo that, fays he, every

Man judging a little of his own Con fti tution and

manner of his living, and Circumflances of

his being infected, may direct his own Medicines

out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations :

Only that, fays he, fome recommend one thing as

molt fovereign, and fome another *, fome, fays he,

think that Pill. Ruff, which is call'd itfelf the Anti-

pefiilential Pill, is the beft Preparation that can be

made*, others think, that Venice Treacle is fufficient

of it felf to refift the Contagion, and I, fays he,

think as both thefe think, viz. that the laft is good
to take beforehand to prevent it, and the laft, if

touch'd, to expel it. According to this Opinion, I

feveral
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feveral times took Venice Yteazle, and a found Sweac

upon it, and thought myfelf as well fortified againft

the Infection as any one could be fortified by the

Power of Phyfic.

As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the

Town was lo full, I liftened to none of them, and

have obferv'd, often fince, with fome Wonder, that

for two Years after the Plague, I fcarcely law or

heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied

they were all fwept away in the Infection to a Man,
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God's

Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People

into the Pit ol Deftruction, merely tor the Lucre of a

little Money they got by them ; but I cannot go
that Length neither ; that Abundance of them died

is certain, many of them came within the Reach of

my own Knowledge ; but that all of them were

fwept off I much question ; 1 believe rather they

fled into the Country, and tried their Practices upon

the People there, who were in Apprehenfion of the

Infection before it came among them,

This, however, is certain, not a Man of them ap-

pear'd for a great while in or about London. Tnere
were, indeed, feveral Doctors, who publifhed Bills,

recommending their feveral phyfical Preparations for

cieanfing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague,

and needful, as they faid, for fuch People to take,

who had been vifited and had been cur'd ; whereas

I muft own, I believe that it was the Opinion of

the mod eminent Phyfkians at that time, thu
the Plague was itfelf a fufflcient Purge -, and that

thofe who efcaped the Infection needed no Pnyfic

to cleanfe their Bodies of any other Things ; the

running Sores, the Tumors, &c. which were broke

and kept open by the Directions of the Phyficians,

having fufficiently cleanfed them ; and that all

Other Diftempers, and Caufes of Diftempers, were

effectually carried off that Way -, and as the Phy~

T 3 ficians
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ficians gave this as their Opinions, wherever they

tame, the Quacks g' t little Bufinefs.

There were, indeed, feveral little Hurries which
happened after the Decree of the Plague, and
which, whether they were contrived to fright and

diibrdct the People, as ibme imagined, 1 cannot

lay, but fometimes we were _ told the Plague would
return by fuch a Time •, and the famous Solomon

Eagle * the naked Quaker, I have mencion'd, pro-

phefy'd evil. Tidings every Day 5 and feveral others

idling us, that London had not been fufficiendy

fcourg'd, and the forer and fevcrer Strokes were yet

behind :. Had they ftopp'd there, or had they de-

icended to Particulars, and told us that the City

fhould the nextYear be deftroyed by Fire ; then, in-

deed, when we had feen it come to pafs, we fhould

not have been to blame to have paid, more than a

common Refpedl to their prophetic Spirits, at leafr,

we fhou'd have wondered at them, and have been

mere ferious in our Enquiries after the Meaning

of ir, and whence they had the Fore- knowledge :

But as they generally told us of a Relapfe into the

Plague, we have had no Concern fince that about

them ; yet by thofe frequent Clamours, we were

all kept with fome kind of Apprehenfions con-

stantly upon us ; and if any died fuddenly, or if the

Spotted Fevers at any time encreafed, we were pre-

- fently alarm'd • much more if the Number of the

Plague encreafed ; for, to the End of the Year,

there were always between 2 and goo of the Plague :

On any of thele Occalions, I fay, we were alarm'd

a- new.

Thofe -who remember the City of London before

the Fire, muft remember, that there was then no

Inch Place as that we now call Ntzvgate-Mzrktt ;

but that in the Middle of the Street, which is now

Call'd Blozvb'ladder-fireety and which had its Name
from the Butchers, who us'd to kill and drefs their

Sheep
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Sheep there, (and who it feems had a Cuflom to

blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look

thicker and fatter than it was, and were punifhed

there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fay, from the

End of the Street towards Newgate, there flood two

long Rows of Shambles for the felling Meat.

It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fall-

ing down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave

rile to a Rumour, that the Meat was all infected,

which, tho* it might affright the People, and fpoiled

the Market for two or three Days ; yet it appeared

plainly afterwards, that there was nothing of Truth
in the Suggeflion : But no Body can account for

the PofTefFion of Fear when it takes hold of the

Mind.
However, it pleafed God, by the continuing of

the WinterWeather, fo to reftore the Health of the

City, that by February following, we reckoned the

Difternper quite ceafed, and then we were not fo

eafily frighted again.

There was dill a Queftion among the Learned,

and at firft perplexed the People a little, and that

was in what manner to purge the Houfe and Goods
where the Plague had been, and how to render

them habitable again, which had b-en left empty
during the Time of the Plague ; abundance of Per-

fumes and Preparations were prefcribed by Phyfici-

ans, fome of one kind and fome of another, in

which the People, who liftened to them, put them-

ft Ives to a great, and, indeed, in my Opinion, to an

unnecefTary Expence ; and the poorer People, who
only kt open their Windows Night and Day, burnt

Bnmftone, Pitch, and Gunpowder, and fuch Things

in their Rooms, did as well as the bell: ; nay, the

eager People, who, as 1 faid a&ove, came Home tn

hade, and at all Hazards, foiu-. \ little or no Incon-

venience in their Houfes, nor m the Goods, and did

little or nothing to them.

T 4 How-
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However, in general, prudent cautious People

did enter into fome Meafures for airing and fweet-

ning their Houfes, and burnt Perfumes, Incenfe,

B njamin, Rozin, and Sulphur in their Rooms clofc

fhut up, and then let the Air carry it all out with a

Blaft of Gun-powder •, others caufed large Fires to

be made all Day and all Night, for feveral Days
and Nights •, by the fame Token, that two or three

were pleafed to fet their Houfes on Fire, and fo

effrclually fweetened them by burning them down
to the Ground ; as particularly one at Ratcliffy one

in Holbourn, and one at Wefiminfter ; befides two or

three that were fet on Fire, but the Fire was hap-

pily got out again before it went far enough to burn

down the Houfes ; and one Citizen's Servant, I

think it was in Thames-ftreet, carried fo much
Gun-powder into his Matter's Houfe, for clearing

it of the Infection, and managed it fo foolifhly,

that he blew up Part of the Roof of the Houfe.

But the Time was not fully come that the City was

to be purged by Fire, nor was it far off •, for with-

in nine Months more I faw it all lying in Afhes ;

when, as fome of our quacking Phiiofophers pre-

tend, the Seeds of the Plague were intirely de-

ilroyed, and not before ; a Notion too ridiculous to

fpeak of here, fince, had the Seeds of the Plague

remain'd in the Houfes, not to be deltroyed but by

Fire, how has it been that they have not fince broken

out ? Seeing ail thofe Buildings in the Suburbs and

Liberties, all in the great Parifhes of Stepney,

Whitecha-pel, Aldgate, Bifoopfgate, Shoreditch, Crip-

plegate, and St. Giles's., where the Fire never came,

and where the Plague rag'd with the greatefl Vio-

lence, remain ft ill in the fame Condition they were

in before.

But to leave thefe Things juft as I found them, it

was certain, that thofe People, who were more than

ordinarily
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ordinarily cautious of their Health, did take parti-

cular Directions for what they called Seafoning of

their Houfes, and abundance of coftly Things were

confum'd on that Account, which, I cannot but

fay, not only feafoned thofe Houfes, as they defired,

but fill'd the Air with very graceful and wholefome

Smells, which others had the Share of the Benefit

of, as well as thofe who were at the Expences of

them.

And yet after all, tho' the Poor came to Town
very precipitantly, as I have faid, yet I mull: fay,

the Rich made no fuch Hafte •, the Men of Bufinefs,

indeed, came up, but many of them did not bring

their Families to Town till the Spring came on, and

that they faw Reafon to depend upon it, that the

Plague would not return.

The Court, indeed, came up foon after Chriftrnas,

but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as depend-

ed upon, and had Employment under the Admini-
ftration, did not come fo foon.

I fhould have taken Notice here, that notwith-

ftanding the Violence of the Plague in London, and

in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that ic

was never on board the Fleet ; and yet, for fome

time, there was a flrange Prefs in the River, and

even in the Streets for Seamen to man the Fleet

:

But it was in the Beginning of the Year, when the

Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all come down
to that Part of the City where they ufually prefs

for Seamen ; and tho' a War with the Dutch was

not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the

Seamen went with a kind of Reluctancy into the

Service, and many complained of being dragg'd into

it by Force, yet it proved in the Event a happy

Violence to feveral of them, who had probably

perifhed in tne general Calamity, and who, after the

Summer Service was over^ tho' they had Caufe to

lament
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lament the Defolation of their Families, who, when
they came back, were many of them in their Graves

;

yet they had room to be thankful, that they were

carried out of the Reach of it, tho' fo much againft

their Wills -, we indeed had a hot War with the

Dutch that Year, and one very great Engagement

at Sea, in which the Dutch were worfted ; but we
loft a great many Men and fome Ships. But, as I

obferv'd, the Plague was not in the Fleer, and when
they came to lay up the Ships in the River, the vio-

lent Part of it began to abate.

I would be glad, if I could clofe the Account of

this melancholy Year with fome particular Examples

hiftorically ; I mean of the Thankfulnefs to God our

Preferver for our being delivered from this dreadful

Calamity, certainly the Circumftance of the Delive-

rance, as well as the terrible Enemy we were deliver-

ed from, caird upon the whole Nation for it; the

Circumftances of the Deliverance were indeed very

remarkable, as I have in part menrion'd already, and

particularly the dreadful Condition, which we were

all in, when we were, to the Surprize of the whole

Town, made joyful with the Hope of a Stop of the

Infection.

Nothing but the immediate Finger of God, no-

thing but omnipotent Power could have done it

;

the Contagion defpifed all Medicine, Death rag'd in

every Corner ; and had it gone on as it did then, a

few Weeks more would have clear'd the Town of

all, and every Thing that had a Soul : Men every

where began to defpair, every Heart fail'd them for

Fear, People were made defperate thro' the Anguifh

of their Souls, and the Terrors of Death fat in the

very Faces and Countenances of the People.

In that very Moment, when we might very well

fay, Vain was the Help of Man ; I fay in that very

Moment
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Moment it pleafed God, with a mod agreeable Sur-

prize, to caule the Fury of it to abate, even of itfelf,

and the Malignity declining, as I have laid, tho' in-

finite Numbers were fick, yet fewer died •, and the

very firft Week's Bill decreafed 1843, a vaft Num-
ber indeed

!

It is impofiible ro exprefs the Change that ap-

pear'd in the very Countenances of the People, that

Thurfday Morning, when the weekly Bill came out *,

it might have been perceiv'd in their Countenances,

that a fecret Surprize and Smile of Joy fat on every

Bodies Face -, they fhook one another by the Hands
in the Streets, who would hardly go on the fame Side

of the Way with one another before ; where the

Streets were not too broad, they would open their

Windows and call from one Houfe to another, and
afk'd how they did, and if they had heard the good
News, that the Plague was abated •, fome would re-

turn when they faid good News, and a(k, what good

News? and when they anfwered, that the Plague

was abated, and the Bills decreafed almoft 2000, they

would cry out, God be praifed ; and would weep aloud

for Joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it;

and fuch was the joy of the People that it was as it

were Life to them from the Grave. I could almoft

fet down as many extravagant Things done in the

Excefs of their Joy, as of their Grief 5 but that would

be to leffen the Value of i
r
.

I muft confefs myfelf to have been very much de-

jected juft before this happen'd ; for the prodigious

Number that were taken fick the Week or two be-

fore, befides thofe that died, was fuch, and the La-
mentations were fo great every where, that a Man
muft have feemed to have acted even againft his

Reafon, if he had fo much as expected to efcape -

9

and as there was hardly a Houfe, but mine, in all

my Neighbourhood, but what was infected 1 fo ha i

it
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it gone on, it would not have been long, that there

would have been any more Neighbours to be infect-

ed •, indeed it is hardly credible, what dreadful Ha-
vock the laft three Weeks had made, for if I might

believe the Perfon, whofe Calculations I always found

very well grounded, there were not lefs than 30000
People dead-, and near 100,000 fallen fick in the three

Weeks I fpeak of; for the Number that fickened

was furprifmg, indeed it was aftonifhing, and thofe

whofe Courage upheld them all the lime before,

funk under it now.

In the Middle of their Diflrefs, when the Condi-

tion of the City of London was fo truly calamitous,

juft then it pieafed God, as it were, by his immediate

Hand to difarm this Enemy ; the Poifon was taken

out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even the Phyfi-

ciansthemfelves were furprized at it *, wherever they

vifited, they found their Patients better, either they

had fweated kindly, or the Tumors were broke, or

the Carbuncles went down, and the Inflammations

round them chang'd Colour, or the Fever was gone,

or the violent Head-ach was affwag'd, or fome good
Symptom was in the Cafe ; fo that in a few Days,
every Body was recovering, whole Families that were

infected and down, that had Minifters praying with

them, and expected Death every Hour, were reviv-

ed and healed, and none died at all out of them.

Nor was this by any new Medicine found out, or

new Method of Cure difcovered, or by any Experi-

ence in the Operation, which the Phyficians or Sur-

geons attained to *, but it was evidently from the fe-

cret invifible Hand of him, that had at firft fent this

Difeafe as a Judgment upon us •, and let the Athe-

iftic Part of Mankind call my Saying what they

pleafe, it is no Enthufiafm ; it was acknowledg'd at

that Time by all Mankind ; the Difeafe was ener-

vated,
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vated, and its Malignity fpcnt, and let it proceed

from whencefoever it will, kt the Philosophers fearch

for Reafons in Nature to account for it by, and la-

bour as much as they will to leffen the Debt they owe
to their Maker ; thofe Phyficians, who had the leaft

Share of Religion in them, were oblig'd to acknow-
ledge that it was all Supernatural, that it was extra-

ordinary, and that no Account could be given of it.

If I fhould fay, that this is a vifible Summons to

us all to Thankfulnefs, efpecially we that were un-

der the Terror of its Increafe, perhaps it may be

thought by fome, aft er the Senfe of the Thing was

over, an officious canting of religiousThings, preach-

ing a Sermon inftead of writing a Hiftory, making
myfelf a Teacher inftead of giving my Observa-

tions of Things ; and this reftrains me very much
from going on here, as I might otherways do : But
if ten Leapers were healed, and but one return'd to

give Thanks, I defire to be as that one, and to be

thankful for myfelf.

Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of

People who to all Appearance were very thankful at

that Time , for their Mouths were ftop'd, even the

Mouths of thofe, whofe Hearts were not extraordi-

nary long affected with it : But the Impreffion was

fo ftrong at that Time, that it could not be refilled,

no not by the word of the People.

It was a common Thing to meet People in the

Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no-

thing at all of, expreffing their Surprize, Going one

Day thro' Aldgate, and a pretty many People being

parting and repaffing, there comes a Man out of the

End of the Mtnories 9 and looking a little up the

Street and down, he throws his Hands abroad, Lord,

what an Alteration is here ! Why, laft Week I came
along here, and hardly any Body was to be feen -,

another
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another Man, I heard him, adds to his Words, 'tis

all wonderful, 'tis all a Dream : BlcfTed be God,
fays a third Man, and let us give Thanks to him,

for 'tis all his own doing : Human Help and hu-

man Skill was at an End. Thefe were all Strangers

to one another : But fuch Salutations as thefe were

frequent in the Street every Day •, and in Spight of

a loofe Behaviour, the very common People went
along the Streets, giving God Thanks for their De-
liverance.

It was now, as I faid before, the People had call: off

all Apprehenfions, and that too faft ; indeed we were

no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white

Cap upon his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round

his Neck, or with his Leg Jimping, occafion'd by
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful to

the laft Degree, but the Week before ; but now the

Street was full of them, arid thefe poor recovering

Creatures, give them their Due, appear'd very {bn-

fible of their unexpected Deliverance ; and I mould
wrong them very much, if I fhould not acknowledge,

that 1 believe many of them were really thankful

;

but I mud own, that for the Generality of the People

it might too juftly be faid of them, as was faid of the

Children of Ifrael, after their being delivered from
the Hofl: of Pharaoh^ when they paifed the Red-Sea^

and look'd back, and faw the Egyptians overwhelmed
in the Water, viz. That they fang his Praife, but

they foon forgot his Works.

I can go no farther here, I mould be counted cen-

forious, and perhaps unjuft, if I mould enter into

the unpleafmg Work of reflecting, whatever Caufe

there was for it, upon the Unthankfulnefs and Re-
turn of all Manner of Wickednefs among us, which
1 was fo much an Eye-witnefs of myfelf \ I fhall con-

clude the Account of this calamitous Year therefore

with
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with a coarfe but fincere Stanza of my own, which I

plac'd at the End of my ordinary Memorandums,
the fame Year they were written :

A dreadful Plague in London was.

In the Tear Sixty Five,

Which fwept an Hundred Thoufand Souls

Away \ yet I alive f

H. R

FINIS.

$





JOURNAL
Of what paffed in the City of

MARSEILLES,
While It was Aiflifted with the

PLAGUE.
In the Year 1720.

u





( 291 )

% 90S if IfiJ fl II 5W IJ^ i

A Journal of what faffed in the

City of Marseilles, &c.

HK H E Coafts of the Levant being al-

^ T ^ ways fufpcdted of the Plague, all Ships

^^r^^ which come from thence for Marfeilks,
3l jkStaT ft p at the Iflands of Cbateaudif; and
the Intendants of Health regulate the Time and
Manner of their Quarantaines, and of purifying

their Cargoes* by the Tenor of their Patents (or

Bills of Health,) and by the State of Health of
the particular Places from whence they come.

The Beginning of May, 1720, we had Advice
at Marfeilks, that from the Month of March the

Plague was rife in moil of the Maritime Towns or

trading Ports of Pale/line and Syria.

The 25th of thefaid Month of May, the Ship

commanded by Captain Chataud, which came from
thence, that is to fay, from Sidon, Tripoli, Syria*

and Cyprus, arrives at the faid Iflands ; but his

Patents are clean (i. e. his Certificates imported

there was no Contagion at thofe Places,) becaufe

he came away the 31ft of January, before the

Plague was there. He declares, however, to the

Intendants of Health, that in his Voyage, or at

Leghorn where he touched, Six Men of his Crew
died ; but he mews by the Certificate of the Phy-
ficians of Health at Leghorn, that they died on-

ly of Malignant Fevers, caufcd by unwholfom
Provifions.

U 2 The
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The 27th of May> one of his Sailors dies in

his Ship.

The 28th, the Intendants caufethe Corpfetobe
carried into the Infirmary; Gucrard, chief Surgeon

of Health, views it-, and makes Report, that is

has not any Mark of Contagion.

The 29th, the Intendants fettle the purifying of

the Goods of this Cargo, to Forty Days compleat,

to be reckoned from the Day the laft Bale mail be

carried from it into the Infirmaries.

The laft of May, three other VefTels arrive at

the fame Iflands i viz. Two fmall Veffels ofCap-
tain Aillaud's from Sidon, whence they came fince

the Plague was there; and Captain Fouque's Bark
from Scanderoon.

The 1 2th of June, Captain Gabriel's Ship arrives

there likewife from the fame Places, with a foul

Patent 5 (i. e. importing, that the Plague was
there.)

The fame Day the Officer, whom the Intendants

had put on Board Captain ChataucPs Ship to fee

Quarantain duly performed, dies there; Guerard

chief Surgeon of Health views the Body, and
makes Report that it has not any Mark of Con-
tagion.

The 14th ofJune, the PafTengers who came in the

faid Ship, are perfumed for the laft time in the Infir-

maries; and are allowed to enter the City as ufual.

The 23d, being th« Eve of St. John Baptift, the

Grand Prior arrives at Genoa with the King's Gal-

lies ; the Sheriffs have the Honour to welcome him,

and I to make a Speech to him in the Name of the

City.

The fameDay aCabbin-Boy ofCaptain Chataud's

'

Ship, a Servant employed at the Infirmaries in

purifying the Goods of that Ship,, and another

who was purifying thofe of Captain Gabriel's Ship,

fall lick; the fame Surgeon makes Report that they

have not any Mark of Contagion. The
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The 24th another Servant employed to puny

Captain Aillaud's Goods, falls fick likewife; is vi-

ftted and the fame Report made.

The 24th, and 26th, all Four die one after ano-

ther ; their Bodies are viewed, and Report made

that they have not any Mark of Contagion.

Notwithftanding the Reports thus made, the

Intendants confult and refolve by way of Precau-

tion to caufe all thefe Bodies to be buried in Lime

;

to remove from the Ifland of Pomegue the Ships

of the Captains Chataud, Aillaud, and Gabriel, and

fend them to a diftaat Ifland called Jarre, there to

begin again their Quarantain ; and to indole the

Yard where their Goods are purifying in the Infir-

maries, without fuffering the Servants employed
to air them, to come out.

The 28th of June, another VefTel, being Cap-
tain Gueymarfs Bark, from Sidon, arrives at the

aforefaid Iflands with a foul Patent.

The ill of July, the Intendants pafs a Refoluti-

on, "to caufe all the Veffels which were come with
foul Patents, to Anchor at a good Diftance off the

Ifland of Pomegue.

The 7th of July, two more Servants fhut up to

purify in the Infirmaries the Goods brought by
Captain Chataud, fall fick; the Surgeon finds Tu-
mours in their Groins, and fays in his Report that

he does not believe however it is the Plague : He
pays for his Incredulity, perhaps for not rightly

understanding the Diftemper, by dying himfelf

foon after, with part of his Family.

The 8th, another Servant falls fick; theSurgecn
finds a Swelling in the upper Part of the Thigh,
and then declares he takes it to be a Mark of Con-
tagion, and defires a Confutation.

Immediately the Intendants call three other
Mafter-Surgeons to vifitthefaid Servants; their

Report is, that they have all certainly the Plague.

U 3 Tte
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The 9th, thofe Patients die, they are buried in

Lime, arid all their Apparel is burnt.

The Intendants refolve to caufe all the Goods of
Captain Chataud's Cargoe, to be taken out of the

Infirmaries, and tent to be purified on the Ifland of
Jarre \ and they repair to the Town-Houfe to ac-

quaint the Sheriffs, with what has paffed.

The Matter appearing to be of Confequence, they

write about it to the Council of Marine, and to

the Marfhal Duke de Villars, Governor of Provence

-

9

and M. Eftelle, one of the chief Sheriffs, with two
Intendants of Health, are deputed to go to Aix to

give an Account of it to M. Lebret, firft Prefident

of the Parliament and Intendant of Juftice and of

Commerce.
The fame Day, M. Peifionel, and his Son, Phyfi-

cians, come to the Town-Houfe, to give Notice to

the Sheriffs, that having been called to a Houfe [n

the Square of Linebe, to vifit a young Man name d
Eifjalene, he appeared to them to have the Plague.

That Inflant, Guards are fent to the Door of

tjiat Houfe, to hinder any one from coming out

of it.

The 10th of July that jPatient dies, and his Sifter

falls fick; the Guard is doubled; and it beingjudg-

ed proper to carry both off; to do it the more
quietly, and without alarming the People, it is

delayed till Night ; when at Eleven o'Clock M.
Mouftier, another of the chief Sheriffs, repairs

thither without Noife, fends for Servants from the

Infirmaries, encourages them to go up into the

Houfe, and they having brought down the Dead
and the Sick, he orders them to carry them in

Litters without the Town to the Infirmaries, caufes

all Perfons belonging to the Houfe to be conducted

thither likewife, occompanies them himfelf with

Guards, that none might come near them, and then

•returns to fee the Door of the Houfe doled up with

Mortar. The
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The i rth, Notice is given, that one Boyalis fallen

gck in the fame Quarter of the Town, Phyficians

end Surgeons are fent to vifit him-, they declare

he has the Plague, his Houfe is inftantly fecured

by Guards, and when Night is come M. Moujlier

goes thither, fend? for the Buriers of the Dead from

the Infirmaries, and finding the Patient was newly

dead, caufes them to take the Corpfe accompanies

it, fees it interred in Lime, and then returns to

remove all the Perfons of that Houfe to the Infir-

maries, and the Door to be clofed up.

The 12th, all this is told to theGrand Prior, who
Hill remains at Marfeilles\ the firft Prefident is writ

to; the Intendants of Health are affembled, to

caufe all the VefTels come from the Levant, with

foul Patents, to go back to the Ifland of Jarre, and
all their Goods that remain in the Infirmaries to be

removed thither likewife : M . Audimar, one of the

Sheriffs, prefided in their Affembly, to influence

them to pafs this Refolution.

This, and the following Day, the Sheriffs make
very Uriel: Enquiry in the Town, to difcover all

Perfons who had Communication with thofe Dead
or Sick of the Plague ; the moft fufpecled are fent

to the Infirmaries, and the others confined to their

Houfes,

The 14th, they write an Account of what has

pafTed to the Council of Marine; they reiblve not
to give any more Patents (or Certificates ofHealth)
to any VefTel, till they can be fure the Diftemper
is over.

The 15th, left from this Refufal to give Certifi-

cates of Health, it mould be believed in foreign

Countries that the Plague is in Marfeillesy and left

this mould entirely interrupt all Commerce, they

write to the Officers Confervators of Health at all

the Ports of Europe, the real Fact; that is to fay,

that there are feveral Perfons ill of the £ontagion
U 4 4R
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in the Infirmaries, but that it has not made any

Progrefs in the City.

The 21ft of July^ nothing of the Plague hav-

ing fince been difcovered in the Town, they write

it with Joy to the Council of Marine, and continue

to provide whatever is neceiiary in the Infirmaries

for the Subfiftance of fufpedted Perlbns whom they

have fcnt thither, and of thofe whom they have
confined to their Houfes.

Already thePublick, recovered from their Fright,

begin to explode as ufelefs the Trouble the Sheriffs

had given themfelves, and all the Precautions they

had taken; 'tis pretended, the two Perfons who
died in the Square of Linche, were carried off by

quite another Diftemper than the Plague: The
Phyficians and Surgeons are upbraided with having

by their Error alarmed the whole Town. Abun-
dance of People are obferved to affume the Character

of a dauntiels Freedom ofMind, who are foon after

feen more (truck with Terror than any others, and

to fly with more Diforder and Precipitation; their

boafted Firmnefs quickly forfakes them. The
Truth is, the Plague is to be feared and fhunned.

The 26th dijuly, Notice is given to the Sheriffs,

that in the Street of Lejcalk, a Part of the old Town
inhabited only by poor People, Fifteen Perfons are

iuddenly fallen lick: They difpatch thither Phyfi-

cians and Surgeons; they examine into the Diftem-

per, and make Report; fome, that 'tis a Malignant

Fever; others, a contagious or peftilential Fever,

oc'cafioned by bad Food, which Want had long

forced thofe poor Creatures to live upon : Not one

of them- fays pofitively it is the Plague. A Man
.muit indeed have been very well afTured of it, to

fay it; the Publick had already (hewed a Difpo-

iirion to relent any falfe Alarm.

The Sheriffs do not reft wholly fatisfied with

this Report, but refolve to proceed in the fame

Way
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Way of Precaution, as if thofe Sick were actually

touched with the Plague ; to fend them all without

Noife to the Infirmaries ; and for the prefent to

confine them in their Houfes.

The 27th, Eight of thofe Sick die ; the Sheriffs

themfelves go to their Houfes to caufe them to

be fearched ; Buboes are found on Two of them

:

The Phyficians and Surgeons flill hold the fame

Language, and impute the Caufe of the Diftemper

to unwholfom Food. Notwithstanding which,

as foon as Night comes, M. Mouftier repairs to the

Place, fends for Servants from the Infirmaries, makes

them willingly or by Force, take up the Bodies,

with all due Precautions; they are carried to the

Infirmaries, where they are buried with Lime; and

all the reft of theNight he caufes the remaining

Sick, and all thofe of their Houfes, to be removed

to the Infirmaries.

The 28 th, very early in the Morning, Search is

made every where for thofe who had Communicati-

on with them, in order to confine them: Other

Perfons in the fame Street fall fick, and fome of

thofe who firft ficken'd dye. At Midnight M.
EJlelle (who was come back from Aix) repairs

thither; caufes the Buriers of the Dead at the In-

firmaries to attend; makes them carry off the dead

Bodies, and bury* them in Lime; and then till

Day-break fees all the Sick conducted to the

Infirmaries.

The People who love to deceive themfelves, and
will have it abfoluteJy not to be the Plague, urge a

Hundred falfe Reafons on that Side. Would the

Plague, fay they, attack none but fuch poor Peo-

ple ? Would it operate fo flowly?

Let them have but a few Days Patience, and
they will fee all attacked without diftinction, with

the fwifteft Rage, and the molt dreadful Havock,
that ever was heard of.

Some
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Some obftinately contend that the Diftempei*

proceeded wholly from Worms : But while they

pretend to argue fo confidently, trembling with

Fear in their Hearts, they make up their Pack to

be the readier to fly : What all others are doing, I

leave to be imagined-, every one has taken the Fright

and is ready to run out of the Town, to feek

Refuge any where.

in the mean while, the Diftemper continuing in

the Street of Lefcalle, the 29th of July, and 10
Days after fucceflively, the Sheriffs are obliged

to give Nightly the fame Attendance, and in the

Day-time to make continual Search after all thofe

who had Communication with the Sick or Dead :

People fall fick in feveral other Parts of the Town;,

ihey are confined in Places by themfelves by Guards;
fome of them die, and every Night M. Eftelk

and Mouftier, go by Turns to fee them carried off,.

to remove the reft to the Infirmaries, and to faften

up or perfume Houfes ; Labours as dangerous as

toilfom, efpecially when after having fat up and
ftaid all.Night in the Street, they find themfelves

obliged to apply all the Day after to a thoufand

other Things no lefs troublefom.

M. Audimar and Bieude, the other Sheriffs, are

fatigued on their part with continual Care and
Pains, anting from the Increafe of necefTary Bufi-

nefs in a Town, where the common Courfe of
Occurrences takes up all the Time the Civil Ma-
giffxate can bellow. M. Bieude, however, goes

two Nights together, to accompany the Officers at

the removing the Dead and the Sick,

The Marquis de Pilks, the Governor, is perpe-

tually co-operating with them all ; he is every Day,
from Morning till Night, at the Town-Houfe, ap-

plying himfelf indefatigably to all that his Zeal and
Prudence fuggeft to him; and to all that the main-

tainingofgood Order requires on fuch an Occafion.

The
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Thewhole Sum in Specie at this time in the City*

Treafury, is but noo Livres ; and 'tis manifeft,

that ifthe City come to be thoroughly infected, all

muft periffi for Want of Money : This obliges the

Sheriffs to write to the Firft Prefident, to prefs him
earneitly to be pleafed to procure Money for them.

Bread-Corn being fcarce, is immediately run

up to an exorbitant Price •, to prevent therefore its

being hoarded up to make it dearer, an Ordinance

js iffued at my inftance, to forbid the hoarding it,

on fevere Penalties. Two other. Ordinances are

publiihed at the fame time, forbidding all Perfons

to have and keep in the Town, any thing that

might contribute to the fpreading of the Contagion.

The 30th ofJuly, a general View and Inventory

|s taken of all the Provifions in the City ; and the

Sheriffs finding hardly any Bread-Corn, Meat, or

Wood, and little Money in the Treafury to buy
Stores with ; all things exceffiveJy dear ; Disorder

increafing -, the Populace as poor as frighten'd -, all

the Perfons.of Condition and the Rich already fled :

They write to M. le Pelletier des Forts, and repre-

fenting to him the deplorable Condition of Marfe-

illes, befeech him to intercede with his Royal High-
nefs to grant them fome Supplies.

The 31ft of July, another Ordinance is iffued at

my Inffynce, to oblige all ftrange Beggars to de-

part the City this Day -, and thofe fettled in the

Town, to retire into the Hofpital de la Charite\ on
the Penalty of being whipped.

But this Ordinance is not put in Execution, be-

caufe we learn the fame Day, that the Chamber of
Vacations of the Parliament of Aix, on the Rumour
that the Plague is in Marfeilles, has publifh'd an

Arret, forbidding the Marfeillians to ftir out of the

Bounds of their own Tirritory -, the Inhabitants of all

the Towns and Places of Provence to communicate
with them, or to harbour them -

3 and all Muleteers,

Carrier^
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Carriers, and all others, to go to Marfeilles, for

what Caufe, or under what Pretext foever,. on Pain

©f Death.

In this Condition, how could 2 or 3000 Beggars,

that were then in the City, be turned out of it ?

Not being able to pafs beyond the Limit of the

Territory, they would be conftrained to flay there*

and to ravage it for Subfiftance.

The 1 ft of Augufi, M. Sward, Father and Son,

Phyficians, come to the Town-Houfe, to tell the

Sheriffs, that it is not to be doubted the Diftemper
in the City is really the Plague, but that they make
fure Account they fhall put an end to it, if they

will do what they mail prefcribe ; which is to buy
up a great Quantity of Wood, Brumes and Fag-

gots \ to lay them in Piles, at fmall Diftanccs, a-

long the Walls of the Town, and in all publick

Walks, open Places, Squares, and Markets; to

oblige every private Perfon to lay a Heap of them
before his houfe, in all the Streets in general ; and
to fet them all on fire at the fame time, in the Be-

ginning of the Night •, which will molt certainly

put an End to the Plague.

Every body being willing to make this experi-

ment ; and all the other Phyficians, who are call-

ed daily to the Town-Houfe to give an Account of

the Progrefs of the Diftemper, not difapproving

it ; the Sheriffs forthwith caufe all the Wood, Fag-

gots, and Brumes that can be found, to be bought

up ; and M. Audimar aud Dieude go with the ut-

moft Ardour to fee them placed along the Walls,

and in the publick Walks and Places.

The 2d of Auguft, they publifh an Ordinance,

commanding all the Inhabitants to make each a

Bonfire before his Houfe, and to light it at 9 a-

Clock at Night, the Moment thofe along the Walls

and in the publick Places fhall be lighted. This

is executed ; It is a magnificent Sight, to behold a

Circuit;
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Circuit of Walls, of fo large, fo vaft Extent, all

illuminated ; and if this mould cure the City, it

would certainly be cured in a molt joyful and a-

greeable manner.

The Magiftrates, who to fatisfy the Publick, and

to avoid all Reproach, make fuch Experiments,

cannot however fleep upon the Succefs promifed

from them ; Prudence requires they mould purfue

proper Meafures, and not be with-held by vain

Hopes : They write to the Firfl Prefident, and de-

fire him, fince the Roads are barricaded againft

them, to be pleafed to difpatch for them a Couri-

|
er to the Court, to reprefent their Mifery, and the

Inconveniences they have ground to fear, as being

without a Penny of Money, while they are in Dread
of wanting every thing, and of having the Cala-

I

mity of Famine fuperadded to that of the Plague.

They write to the Council of Marine likewife,

|

acquainting them what Number ofSick they actu-

I

ally have, and how many Dead they have carried

to, and buried at the Infirmaries.

The fame Day, in the Affembly held daily at

the Town-Houfe with the municipal Officers, and

fuch of the chief Citizens as have not yet fled, M.
de Pilles prefidingj it was refolved :

i. That whereas the Number of the Sick in-

creafes more and more, efpecially in the Street of

Lefca/k, a Corps de Garde mall be polled at every

Avenue of that Street, to hinder anyone's going

into, or coming out of it \ and that CommifTaries

of Victualling fhall be appointed to go and dif-

tribute Provifions to the Families inhabiting that

Street.

2. That all the Captains of the City fliall each

raife a Company of 50 Men of the Militia, to be

paid by the City : And that however, the Five

Brigades
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Brigades called the Brigades du Privilege du. Vitt
%

with their Officers, fhall ferve every where as a
Guard to the Sheriffs in their Marches in the Night*
to fee the Dead and Sick carry'd off to the Infir-

maries.

3. That the Phyficians and Surgeons already

employ 'd, may be induced to ferve with the greater

Diligence, and not to demand any Fee of the Sick,

they fhall have Salaries from the City, and be al-

lowed Sarrots of oiled Cloth* and Chairs, for their

more eafy Conveyance every where.

4. That feeing the City has no Money, and that

it muft indifpenfably be had, Advertifements fhall

be publickly affixed, for taking Loans of Money1

at 5 per Cent, to try to get fome by that means :

And that the Treafurer not being able to come to

refide at the Town-Houfe, M. Bouys, Firft Clerk

-of the Records, fhall be Cafhier there.

The 3d of Angnft^ the Marquis de Pilles, and

the Sheriffs, being reaffembied with the fame Citi-

zens, appoint 1 50 Commiffaries in the 5 Parifhes

of the City, to look each in the Quarter affigned

him to the Wants of the Poor ; to diftribute to

them Bread, and other Subfiftance, at the Charge
of the City ; and to do whatever elfe they fhall be

directed for the publick Good and Welfare.

In that Part of the Town called the Rive Neuve,

which lies beyond the Port, and extends from the I

Abbey of St. Viftor to the Arfenal, the Chevalier
I

:

Rofe is appointed Captain and Commiffary General.

And in the Territory, (/. e. the Country belong-

ing to Marfeilles ) which is like a vaft City, there I

being above Ten thoufand Houfes, called Baftides,

in the 44 Quarters and dependent Parifhes, of

which it is compofed, befides feveral pretty large
|

Villages i
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Villages % one Captain and fame Commiffarics. are*

appointed for each, to take the like Care.

The fame Day, for preventing Communication,

among Children, who, aa it is faid, are moft fuf-

ceptible of the Plague, the College and all the

Publick Schools are fhut up.

As for the Fires advifed by the Two Sicards, they

are forborn : Notice is given, that thofe Two Phy-
Jirians have deferted the City ; befides, there is

no Wood, Faggots, or Bruihes, to be had \ but a
Quantity of Brimftone is bought up, and dis-

tributed among the Poor, in all Quarters of the

Town, and the inlides of all the Houfes are orde-

f'd to be perfumM.
In the Evening, the Marquis de Pilles and the

Sheriffs, being flill aflembled in the Town-Houfe,
Notice is given them, that four or five Hundred
$f the Populace are got together in the Quarter
call'd /' Jggrandiffementy and are very difbrderly,

crying out they will have Bread \ the Bakers ofthat

Quarter, by reafon of the Scarcity of Corn, not

having made the ufualQuantity, fo that many Per-

fons could not be ferved : The Marquis de Pilles

and M , Moujtkr halten thither, followed by fome
Guards } their Preience puts a Stop to the Tumult,
and they entirely appeaie the People, by caufing

ibme Bread to be given them.

The 4th, the Officers of the Garifon of Fort St:

John come to the Town-Houfe, acquaint the She-
riffs that they are in want of Bread-Corn, and de-.

fix^ a. Supply from them ; declaring, that other-

wife they cannot anfwer that the Troops of their

Garrifon will notcome into the City, and take Corn
by Force, The Sheriffs reply, that they would
willingly furnilh them if they had Stores fuf-

ficienr,* but the Want themfeives are in, is fo

great, that they cannot do it j and if Violence
^ mould
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fliould be offered to the Inhabitants, they would
appear at their Head to defend them.

The fame Day it being taken into Confideration,"

that the Arret iflued by the Chamber of Vacations,

having interdicted all Communication between the

Inhabitants of the Province, and thofe of Marfeillcs,

if Things fliould remain at this Pafs, and no Body
fhould bring in Corn, and other Provifions, we
mould foon be reduced to the Extremity of Famine,
the Sheriffs refolve to have Recourfe to the Firft

Prefident. Accordingly they fend to intreat him ta

eftablifh, as had been done formerly, Markets, and
Barriers for Conference, at certain proper Places,

whither Strangers, without being expofed to any
Rifque, might bring us Provifions : At the fame
time they write to the Procurators of the Country
of Provence , to be pleas'd to concur therein. It is

imporTible, certainly, to exert more Companion ta

xht Miferies ofan afflicted City, than they did; and
particularly the Confuls of the feveral Towns .* Mar-
seilles will never forget the Services done her in this

Calamity, nor the Kindnefs, Zeal and Readinefs

with which they were done.

The fame Day, the Sheriffs confidering the Dis-

orders which often happen in a Time of Contagion,

the Neceffity of ufing fpeedy Means to fupprefs

them, and ofmaking Examples ofMalefactors and

Rebels ; and that as often as this City has been vi-

fited with the Plague, as in 1580, 1630, 1649,
and 1650, our Kings have conftantly granted to

their Predeceffors in the Magiftracy, by Letters

Patents, the Power ofjudging all Crimes finally,

and without Appeal •, they write again to the Firft

Prefident, defiring him to procure for them from
his Majefty the like Letters Patents.

The 5th, they repeat their Inftances to him, to

get them fupplied with Corn : They write likewife

to the fame purpofe, to the Confuls of Toulon, and

to



( 3°5 )

to thofe of all the Maritine Towns of the Coafb of

Languedoc and Provence -, propofing to go to receive

the Corn at any Place diftant from the Town which

they mail chufe to land it at •, and they defire thofe

of the Town of Mariignes to fend Veffels to Arlesr

to fetch Corn from thence.

The 6th, an Ordinance is publifh'd at my In-

ftance, forbidding all Perfons to remove from one

Houfe to another the Moveables and Apparel ofthe

Sick or Dead, or to touch them, or make ufe of

them, on Pain of Death. Another Ordinance fixes

the Rates of Victuals and necefTary Commodities,

to reflrain the exceffive Price to which, becaufe of

the Scarcity, thofe who would make Advantage of

the Publick Mifery, would raife them.

The 7th, the Chamber ofVacations having per-

mitted the Procurators of the Country to come to

a Conference with the Sheriffs, at a Place on the

Road to Aix> caird Notre Dame, two Leagues dis-

tance from Marfeilles^xht Marquis de Vauvenargues,

firft Procurator of the Country, comes thither, ac-

companied by feveral Gentlemen, and the principal

Officers of the Province, attended by the "Marfhalde

Villar's Guard, and by a Brigade of Archers of the

Marjhalfea. A Town afflicted with, or fufpected

of the Plague, out of which even almofl all the In-

habitants are ready to run, cannot make a Figure,

conformable to fuch Honour. M. Eftelle, one of

the chief Sheriffs, goes to the Place, without Re-
tinue, without Attendants, and without any Guard,
accompanied only by M. Capus, Keeper of the

Records of the City, who, by his Ability, Pro-

bity, and Application, is become the Pilot, as. it

were, of this whole Community.
At this Conference, where the Precaution is

ufed to fpeak to each other at a great Distance,

an Agreement is made,- importing, that at that

Place a Market ftiali be eftabhm'd, "where a double,

.

' \ X Barrier



Barrier (hall be fixed ; and that another Market
mall be fettled at the Sheep-Inn, on the Road to

Aubagne, which is likewiie two Leagues from

Marfcities ; another for VefTels bringing Provifions

by Sea, at a Creek called Leftaque, in the Gulph
of the Ifland of Marfcilles •, and that at all thefe

Markets and Barriers, the Guards (hall be placed

by the Procurators of the Country, and paid by
the Sheriffs of Marfcilles.

The 8th, this Agreement is confirm'd by an

Arret of the Chamber of Vacations : In Confe-

quence of which, the Sheriffs write to all the Con-
ilils of the Towns and Places of Provence, prefllng

them to fend, with all Expedition, Corn, and
other Provifions, Wood and Coal, to thefe Mar-
kets and Barriers, where all fhall be tranfacted

without Communication.

They apply themfelves the fame Day to the

drawing up of general Inftrucliions, in which they

fpecify all the Duties the Commiffaries whom they

have already appointed, are to perform, for re-

lieving the Poor, and taking Care of the Sick.

In the mean time, it being evident that M.
Eftelle and Mouftier, who hitherto have fat up by
Turns every Night, to fee the Dead, Sick, and

Sufpected, carried to the Infirmaries, and Houfes
faften'd up or perfumed, cannot poffibly undergo

fuch Fatigues much longer; efpecially the Dif-

temper beginning to break out in divers Quarters

of the Town, far diftant from each other ; altho
T

M. Audimar and Dieude offer'd to relieve them \

The Marquis de Pities judging it neeeffary they

mould manage their Heakh and Life* it was re-

folved in the Affembly,

i. That Carts fhall be ufed to carry off the

Dead ; that all the flurdieft Beggars, who can be

found, flialibe feized, aud made Buriers of the

Deadi
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Dead; that Four Lieutenants of Health fhall direft

them, and M. Bonnet, Lieutenant to the Governor,

fhall command them.

2. Men fhall forthwith be fet to work, to dig

large and deep Pits without the Walls of the Town,

in which the Dead fhall be buried with Lime.

3. A Peft-Houfe or Hofpital fhall be imme-

diately eftablifh'd : The Hofpital de la Charite is

firfb thought of j but the Difficulty of removing

out of it, and lodging elfewhere, above 800 of both

Sexes who are in it, renders it neceflary to refolvc

upon that des Convalefrens, which is near the Walls

of the Town, on the fide of the Gate of St. Bernard

du Bois.

The 9th of Augufi, it is obferv'd that fome

Phyficians, and almoft all the Mailer-Surgeons,

are fled. An Ordinance is ifTued at my Inftance,

to oblige them to return ; on the Penalty to the

former, of being expell'd for ever from the Col-

lege of their Faculty •, and to the latter, of being

expell'd the Company of Surgeons, and of being

proceeded againfl extraordinarily.

Another Ordinance is pubhih'd at my Inftance,

forbidding Butchers, when they flea and cut up Beef

or Mutton at the Slaughter-Houfc, to blow it up
with their Mouth, by which the Plague might be

Communicated to the Meat ; but to make ufe of

Bellows, on Pain of Death.

Another, forbidding Bakers to convert into

Bifcuit, the Meal the City gives them to make
Bread of for the Poor -, or to make any White
Bread, in order to prevent their bolting the Meal
defigned for the Poor's Bread.

And another, forbidding all Perfons to divert

the publick Waters for overflowing their Grounds^
that the Conduits may not become dry, but that

Water may run the more plentifully through all

X 2 the
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the Streets of the City to carry off the Filth.

This Day and the following, it is found not a

little difficult, to get all that had been refolved

upon the Day before put in Execution : Carts,

Horfes, Harnefs are wanted; they mud be had
from the Country, and no Perfon will furnifh them
to ferve to carry infected Bodies. Men are wanted
to harnefs the Horfes, to put them to the Carts,

and to drive them ; and every one abhors lending

a Hand to fo dangerous a Service. Buriers of the

Dead are wanted to take them out of the Houfes;

and tho' exceffive Pay be offered, the pooreft of

the Populace dread fuch hazardous Work, and
make all poflible Efforts to fhun it. Peafants are

wanted to open the Pits, and none will come to dig,

fuch Affright and Horror has feiz'd them : The
Sheriffs are oblig'd to exert themfelves to the utmoft,

to get fome by Management, and others by Force
and Rigor.

To put into Order as fpeedily as is requifite, a

Peft-Houfe, and to furnifh it with all Neceffaries,

which are almofl numberlefs, is a Tafk no lefs

perplexed with Difficulties. The Hofpital des

ConvakfcenSy which was refolved to be made ufe of,

is found to be too little; it is neceffary to enlarge

it, by joining to it a Building called the Jas, which

Hands very near it ; a Thoufand things are to be

done, and yet none could eafily be made to ilir

about them: M. Mouftier is obliged to repair thi-

ther, and to abide upon the Spot; and by keeping

Hands at Work Night and Day, he makes fuch

Expedition, that in 48 Hours he gets it put in Or-

der, all Neceffaries forted and laid ready, and the

whole made fit to receive the Sick.

A very great Difficulty ftill remains, which is

to find Stewards, Overfeers, Cooks, and other

Jower Officers, and efpecially fo great a Number
of Servants as are reqnifite to tend the Sick : Ad-

vertiiements



( 3°9 )

vertifements are affixed throughout the City, to

invite thofe fordid Creatures whom Avarice draws

into Dangers, or thofe of better Minds, whom
fuperabundant Charity difpofesto devote themfelves

for the Publick; and by feeking iuch out, by
encouraging, giving, and promifmg, they are pro-

cured: Apothecaries and Surgeons are engaged;

and two Phyficians, Strangers, named Gayon,

come in voluntarily, and offer their Service, and

to be fhutup in the Hofpital: Unhappily, Death
puts an End too foon to their Charity and Zeal.

Three Pits of Sixty Foot long, as many broad,

and Twenty four deep, are begun at once without

the Walls, between the Gate of Aix and that of Jo-
liette : To compel the Peafants to work at them,

M. Moujiier is obliged to keep with them daily, ex-

pofed to the Heat of the Sun.

The Chevalier Rofe9 appointed Captain and
Commiffary General at the Rive Neuve, beyond
the Port, docs the fame : He puts into proper Or-
der another vaft Hofpital, under the Sheds of a

Rope-yard; caufes large and deep Pits to be dug
near the Abbey of St. Viftor, gets together Carts,

Buriers of the Dead, and all Perfons needful to

look to the Living, the Dying, and the Dead

;

and what is no lefs remarkable than his Activity,

his Courage, and his Zeal for his unfortunate

Country, he furnifhes out of his own Purfe the

great Expences neceffary for maintaining that Hof-
pital, and the many Hands he employs, without

troubling himfelf when and how he ihall be reim-

burfed.

No fooner are thefe Peft-Houfes in any Readi-

nefs to receive the Sick, but in lefs than Two
Days they are quite filled; but are not lon^ fo by
thofe who are carried thither ; The Diftemper is fo

violent, that thofe who are brought in at Night are

carried out next Day to the Pits; and fo the Dead
make Room every Day fucceflively for the Sick.

X 3 The
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The 1 2th ofdugufl, M. de Chicoyneau and Verny,y

the chief Phyficians of Montpellier^ arrive at the

Barrier of Notre-Bame^ to come and examine, by

Order of his Royal Highnefs, the true Nature of

the Diftemper that afflicts this City : Lodgings are

made ready for them, and a Coach is fent to bring

them hither from the Barrier.

The 13th, the Marquis de ~Pilles
y and the She-

riffs invite them to the Town-Houfe, whither they

had fummoned all the Phyficians and Mailer-Sur-

geons of the City •, after they had conferred along
Time upon the Symptoms of the Diftemper, they

agree among themfelves, to go together the follow-

ing Days, to vifit as well the lick in the Hofpitals,

as thole in the feveral Quarters of the Town,
and to make fuch Experiments as they mould
judge proper.

Hitherto the Diftemper has not exerted all its

Rage *, it kills indeed thole it feizes, hardly one es-

caping •> and whatever Houfe it enters, it carries off

the whole Family ; but as yet, it has fallen only on

the poorer Sort of People, which keeps many Per-

fons in a falfe Notion, that it is not really the

Plague, but proceeds from bad Diet and Want of

other Neceflaries : thole who ufe the Sea, and have

frequently feen the Plague in the Levant:

, think they

obfervc fbme Difference : In fhort, abundance of

People ft ill remain in doubt, and expecting with

the utmoft Impatience the Decifion of the Phyfici-

ans of Montpellier^ to determine them whether to

ftay or fly.

The 14th, the Sheriffs write to the Council of

Marine, 010ft humbly to thank his Royal High-
nefs for his Care and Goodnefs, in fending to them
thefc Phyficians.

The 15th, they write to the Marfhal de Villars^

to acquaint him with the Condition of the City,

and
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and the extreme Want it is in, having near a hun-

dred thoufand Souls in it, without Bread and with-

out Money: they write likewife to M. de Bernage,

Intendant in Languedoc, and to the Marquis de

Caylus the Commanding Officer in Provence, then

at Montpelliery to defire them to procure them
Bread-Corn, to preferve them from Famine, which

they had no lefs Reafon to fear than the Plague.

The Marquis de Cayhis has the Goodnefs to en-

gage his own Credit for procuring them a good
Quantity.

The 1 6th being the Feflival of St. Rocb, which

has at all Times been folemnized at Marfeilles,

for imploring Deliverance from the Plague, the

Marquis de Pilles, and the Sheriffs, for preventing

Communication, would have the Proceffion ufually

made every Year, in which the Bufl and Relicks

of that Saint are carried, be now forborn ; but they

are obliged to yield to the Outcries of the People,

who become almolt raving in Matters of Devotion,

when they are under fo terrible a Scourge as the

Plague, whofe dire Effects they already feel ; they

even judge it convenient to affiff. at the Proceffion

themfelves, with all their Halbardiers and Guards,

to hinder its being followed by a Crowd, and to

prevent all Diforder.

The 1 7th the Phyficians of Montpellier come to

the Town-Houfe, to acquaint the Sheriffs with

what they have difcover'd of the Nature of the

Diitemper, and in plain Words declare it to be

certainly the Plague.

But confidering how many People have already

left the City, and that the Terror and Affright in it

have put all into Confufion, they think fit, left

they mould increafe it, to diffemble; and that, for

quieting Peoples Minds, a publick Notification

mould be affixed -

9 importing, that they find the

Diftemper to be only a contagious Fever, Occa-

X 4 fioned
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fioned by unwholfom Diet, and that it will fbon
ceafe by the Supplies which are preparing to be
lent in from all Parts, and which will produce
Plenty of all Things.

This Notification is forthwith affixed, but with-
out any Effect : the Mortality which for fome Days
paft has extremely increas'd, the Malignity and
Violence with Which it begins to rage in all Parts

without Dillinclion, and the Suddennefs with
which it is obferv'd to communicate it felf imper-
ceptibly, has already convinced the moftobftinate,

and thole who were mod difpofed to deceive them-
felves, that it is really the Plague ; and without

waiting to hear or reaibn any longer, every one runs

away fo precipitately, that all the Gates of the

Town are hardly fufficient to let out the Crowds.
Were thole only the ufelefs Mouths, nothing

could be more convenient and beneficial •, but the

moft necefiary Perfons, and even thofe whofe

Functions oblige them moft indifpenfably to tarry,

are the forwarded to defert; almoft all the Inten-

dants of Health, thofe of the Office of Plenty,

the Councillors of the Town, the CommifTaries de

Police, the chief Director of the Hofpitals and o-

ther Houfes of publick Charity \ the very Commif-
faries, who but a few Days ago, were eftabliified

in the Parifhes and Quarters to take care of reliev-

ing the Poor; the Tradefmen of all ProfefTions,

and thofe who are the moft neceflary in Life, the

Bakers, the Sellers of Provifions and common
Neceflaries; even thofe whole Duty is to watch

others, and hinder them from leaving the Town -

y

that is to fay, the Captains and Officers of the

Militia* do all defert, abandon, and fly from the

City : In fhort, the Marquis de Pities, and the

Sheriffs are left by themfelves, with the Care upon

them of an infinite Number of poor People, ready

to attempt any Thing in the Extremity to which
they
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they are reduced by Want, and by the Calamities

which are multiplied by the Contagion.

The Town has now an Afpect that moves Com-
panion j an Air of Defolation appears throughout;

ajl the Shops are every where fhut up ; the great-

eft Part of the Houfes, Churches and Convents,

all the publick Markets and Places of Refort are

deferted -, and no Perlon to be found in the Streets,

but poor groaning Wretches ; the Port is empty,

the Gallies have withdrawn from the Keys, and
are enclofed within a Stockade on the Side of the

Arfenal, where the Bridges are drawn up, and high

Barriers cre&ed, and all the Merchant-Ships and
VefTels have left the Wharfs, and gone out to An-
chor at a diftance.

This proud Marfeilles, but a few Days before fo

flourifhing ; this Source of Plenty, and ( if I may
ufc the Expreffion ) of Felicity ; is become the

true Image of Jenifalem in its Defolation: Happy
ftill if it could flop here; and if the Hand which

has begun to chaftife. her, did not within lefs than

Two Weeks, render her the moil dreadful Scene of

human Mifery, that ever Deftru&ion formed in

any City of the World.
The 1 8 th, a Crowd of People from the Quarter

of St. John come before the Gates of the Town-
Houfe, crying out that they will have Wine; and
that there is no body left in the Town who will fell

any. The Guards make ready to drive them
away, M. Elielle repairs thither, and foon after

M. Msuftier\ they pacify them, promife to let them
have what they defire; and accordingly an Ordi-

nance is immediately publifhed, commanding all

thofe who have Wine by them, to expofe it t6

Sale all that Day, otherwife their Cellars to be
broke open, and the Wine fold by the Guards,

who (hall go the Rounds through all the Quarters.

At
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At this Time the Contagion has fpread into all

Parts of the Town, notwithftanding all the Care
and Pains taken to hinder Communication, and
begins to make a general Ravage : It is neceffary

for carrying off the Dead, to employ in the Streets

a great Number of Carts, and efpecially to increafe

the Number of Buriers of the Dead.
But this is utterly impoffible, almoft all of that

Sort of People of the Town that could be facri-

Heed in fo dangerous a Work are confumed -, they

do not live in it above Two Days j they catch the

Plague the firil Corpfe they touch, whatever Pre-

caution is ufed •, they are furnifhed with Hooks,
fattened to the End of long Staves ; but the com-
ing any thing near the Bodies infects them : They
are paid no lefs than fifteen Livres a Day •, but as

alluring a Bait as that is to beggarly Wretches,

they will not touch it, in the Sight of certain and
inevitable Death ; they muft be hunted for, and
dragged to the Work by downright Force : Now
whether they are able to keep themfelves hid, or

whether they are all dead, there are no longer any

to be found -, in the mean while, the dead Bodies

remain in the Houfes, and at the Gates of the

Hofpitals, call in Heaps one upon another, there

being no Means to remove them and bury them in

the Pits.

In this Extremity the Sheriffs have Recourfe to

the Officers commanding the Gallies, moft ear-

neflly befeeching them to let them have fome of
their Slaves to ferve for Buriers of the Dead,
offering them Security for fupplying their Room
at the Coil of the City, or to make the Lofs good
to his Majefty. They condefcend, confidering

the abfolute Neceffity, to give them Twenty Six

of their Invalids, to whom they promife Liberty

to excite them to the Work.
It
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It cannot be denied that the City was in fome

Meafiire faved by the Help of thefe Slaves, and

of thofe afterwards granted, but it will be allow-

ed too, that to Sheriffs who are opprefs'd with

the Weight of Bufinefs, and deferted by all Per-

fons on whom they could repofe any Part of their

Care, fuch Buriers of the Dead* are very burthen-

fom.

They are deftitute of all Neceffaries; they mult

be provided with Shoes when there are neither

Shoes nor a Shoemaker left in the City : They
muft have Lodgings and Victuals, and no Body
will harbour, or come near, or have any Commu-
nication with Gaily Slaves, Buriers of infected

Bodies : A watchful Eye muft be kept over them
Night and Day -, they rob all Houfes from whence
they fetch the dead Bodies ; and not knowing hqw
to harnefs the Horfes, or drive the Carts, they of-

ten overturn them, breaking the Carts or the

Harnefs, which cannot be mended ; not only be-

caufe there is neither Wheelwright nor Collar-

maker left, but becaufe no Body will touch Things
infected ; fo that the Sheriffs muft be continually

begging or borrowing of Carts from the Country,
' where every Body contrives to hide them ; and
muft often be at a Stand in a Work requiring the

moft Hafte of all others, which thofe Slaves affect:

to perform fo (lowly and lazily, that it is very
provoking.

In what City of the World was it ever feen,

that the Confuls were harafTed with fo many Cares,
and reduced to the NeceMity of going through all

the difmal and dangerous Offices, to which the
Sheriffs of Marfeilles are forced to Sacrifice them-
selves ? Seeing that very quickly, to oblige thofe

Slaves to make more Difpatch, anchcarry off pu-
trihed Bodies which they cannot endure to touch,

!

nor even io much as to approach, without being

ex-
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excited and urged on, the Sheriffs are forced to

put themfelves at their Head, and go the foremoft

where the Infe&ion rages moll, to make them
carry them off: M. Moujlier for near Two Months
together was forced to rife conftantly at Day-break,
to fee them put the Horfes to the Carts, and pre-

vent their breaking them •, to follow them to

the Pits, left they fhould leave the Bodies on the

Sides of the Pits without burying them ; and at

Night to fee the Horfes unharneffed, put into the

Stables, and the Harnefs hung where they may be

found next Morning, and thereby prevent the In-

conveniencies which might interrupt the Continu-

ance of a Work, the Delay of which is dange-

rous. Even the Roman Confuls, fo full of the

Love of their Country, did certainly never carry

their Zeal to fo high a Pitch.

The 19th, Perfons are chofen in all the Parifhes

to make Broth for the fick Poor, and to diftri-

buj:e it among them \ and a particular Hofpital is

eftablimed, which the molt moving Accidents

fuch a Calamity can produce, reader abfolutely

neceffary.

Many Women who fuckled Children, dye of

the Contagion , and the Infants are found crying

in their Cradles, when the Bodies of the Mothers
or Nurfes are taken away ; no Body will receive

thefe Children, much lefs fuckle or feed them :

There is no Pity ftirring in the Time of a Plague,
!

the Fear of catching the Contagion Itirles all Sen-

timents of Charity, and even thofe of Humanity :

To fave as many as poflible of thefe little Inno-

cents, and of fo many other unhappy Children
j

of tender Age, whom the Peftilence has made Or-
phans, the Sheriffs take the Hofpital of St. James
of Galitia, and the Convent of the Fathers of Lo-

retto^ which were become empty by the Death or

Flight of all thofe Monks \ and there Care is taken

to
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to feed them, ^with Spoon-Meat, or by holding

them to Goats to fuck. The Number of them is

fo great, that tho' 30 or 40 die in a Day, there

are always 12 or 1300, by the Addition of thofe

who are brought in fucceffively every Day.

The 20th, Part of the Slaves, which had been

received into the Town but Two Days before, are

(truck with the Plague, and difabled from Work-
ing 1 more are afked of the Officers of the Gallies,

who grant Thirty-Three.

This Day all the Millers and Bakers ceafing to

work, becaufe almoft all their Servants have left

them and fled, an Ordinance is iflued at my In-

flance, requiring the Deferters to return, and to for-

bid thofe who remain to leave their Mailers, on
Pain of Death. Not one Mafon is left in the

Town, and divers Works are wanting to be done
in the Church-Yards, and the Hofpitals. A like

Ordinance is publifhed, to compel them to return

;

and another forbidding the carrying out of the

Town, Meal or Brown Bread, defigned for fub-

fifting the Poor, on the Penalty of a Fine and
Confiscation.

The 2 1 ft, the Peftilence begins to rage with fo

much Fury, and the Number of the Dead is mul-
tiplied fo fuddenly, that it appears impoffible to

carry them off in Carts to the Pits without the

Town -, becaufe the Carts cannot well go to the

upper Quarter of St. John^ nor to feveral others

of the old Town, the Streets of which are narrow
and fleep, and yet the greateft Number of dead
Bodies lies in thofe Streets, which are inhabited by
Multitudes of tfyt meaner! People ; and befides, it

is fo far from thence to the Pits without the Walls,

that there is no doing fo much Work without fall-

ing into the Inconvenience of leaving many Bodies

behind, which would poiibn the Air, and breed a

general Infection,

Upon
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Upon this and other perplexing Difficulties,

which require the Advice of a Number of judici-

ous Perfons, the Marquis de Pities, and the She-
riffs defire the General Officers of the Gallies, to

affemble with them at the Town-Houfe, and give

them their Advice : It is there refolved,

i. That for the Reafon above fpecified, and for

avoiding the Inconveniencies which 'tis apprehend-
ed might be fatal, the Dead mall be buried in the

Pits without the Walls, and alfo in the Vaults of
the Churches of the Jdcobines, the Obfervantines, of

the Grand Carmelites, and of Loretto -, that thefe

Churches being fituate in the upper Town, where
is the greateft Number of dead Bodies, and where
the Carts cannot eafily pafs -, a kind of Biers mail

be made, on which the Slaves, mall carry off thofe

Bodies from thence ; that at each Church, Heaps
of Lime mall be laid, and Barrels of Water pla-

ced, to be thrown into the Vaults, and when they

clofed up with a Cement, are filled, that they be

fo that no Infection may exhale.

2. That a trufty Perfon with fome Guards on
Horfeback, mail march at the Head of the Carts,

and with each Brigade of Slaves, to make them
work diligently, and prevent their lofing Time in

Healing.

3. Left the Pits and the feveral Church-yards in

which the Dead are buried, mould exhale the In-

fection, for want of being filled up and covered

with the necefTary Quantity of Earth and Lime j

a general and exact View fhall be taken, and fuffi-

cient Heaps of both mail be laid there,

4. Several Pariihes and Quarters being deftitute

of Comrniffaries, who have fled, and Perfons to

fup-
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fupply their Room not being to be Found, each

Convent mall be obliged to furnifh Monks to ad
as Commiffaries in thofe Quarters where they are

wanted.

5* For preventing Communication, the Bifhop

fhall be defired to caufe all Divine Service in the

Churches to ceafe.

6. To keep the Populace in Awe and obedient

to Orders, Gibbets ftiall be fet up in all the pub-

lick Places.

The 2 1 It, the Sheriffs acquainting the Council

of Marine with the Increafe of the Contagion,

defire them to allow all ordinary Bufinefs to re-

main fufpended for the future, that they may ap-

ply themfelves entirely to what regards the pub-
lick Health only,

When the Plague rages thus in a City, every

one looking on himfelf as at the Point of Death,

is no longer in a Difpofition to apply himfelf to

any thing, but what tends immediately to his own
Prefervation.

In the mean while every Thing is grown fcarce

in the Town, even fuch things of which there is

ordinarily the greateft Plenty : Linen cannot be
had for covering the Mattreffes in the Hofpitais,

tho' Search is made for it by breaking open all

the Warehoufes and Shops. The Report of the

Plague keeps out whatever ufed to be brought daily

into the Port from ail Parts of the World : The
Sheriffs are obliged therefore to write to the firft

Prefident, to defire him to fend what Linen can

be had at Aix^ and alfo Shoes for the Slaves, there

being no Shoemaker at Marfeilks to make them.

Were
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Were it not for his Attention to the wants of
the Sheriffs, and his Care to fupply them, they

would be in a thoufand Perplexities : Twice or

thrice a Day they take the Liberty to write to him,

and always with equal Goodnefs he exerts himfelf

to anfwer their Demands, condefcehding to give

Directions in Matters beneath the Functions of his

Miniflry ; and as if it were not enough to employ
his own Care and Pains Night and Day, for faving

this unfortunate City, he extends his Concern for

it yet further, by chufing to be reprefented here by
M. Rigord, his Sub-delegate, who ads with fo great

Application and Zeal, that tho' the Plague has ra-

vaged his Houfe, tho' he has ktn his Lady perilh

by his Side, and all his Family, Clerks, and Ser-

vants fwept away, thefe Horrors have not fhaken

him, nor drawn him afide one Moment from his

continual Labours for the Relief of the Town.
This Day, upon Information that feveral Bakers

to conceal their Delation, have committed their

Shops and Ovens to the Management of their Ser-

vants, who appear there only for mow, but do no-

thing ; an Ordinance is published at my Inflance,

enjoining them to return and look to their own Bu-
iinefs, forbidding them to abfent themielves again

on Pain of Death. Another Ordinance is iifued,

to oblige likewife the Intendants of Health, thofe

of the Office of Plenty the Councellors of the City,

and all other municipal Officers, to return within

24 Hours, on the Penalty of a Fine of 1000
Livres, and of being declared incapable of all mu-
nicipal Offices,

The fame Day the Bilfiop, to whom the Marquis
de Pilles had notified the Refolutions taken in the

AfTembly the Day before, fets forth to him in a

Letter feveral Reafons againfl burying the infected

Dead in the Vaults of the Churches of the Con-
vents chofen for that Ufe. -

Where-
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Whereupon the Marquis de Pilles^ having in-

vited the General Officers of the Gallies to meet
again at the Town-Houfe, with the Sheriffs, and

fome other good Citizens : After the Reaions urged

in the faid Letter had been well confidered 3 and

weighed againft that which had determined them

to pafs the Refolution for burying in the Churches,

which is, the abfolute and indifpenfible Neceflity

of doing it; they unanimoufly conclude that the

faid Refolution fhall (land, but that the Execution

of it fhall be forborn 2-4 Hours, to fee whether in

that Interval the Mortality fhall happen to decreafe,

•fo that it may be difpenfed with ; but that in the

mean time, without any Delay, the Vaults in the

Churches fhall be got ready, and all the Lime and

Water necefTary carried thither*

The 23d, when this Work was fetting about,

the Monks of thofe Churches fhut up the Doors,

and refufed to open them. M. Mouftier repairs

thither, caufes them to be forced open, and all

the Lime and Barrels of Water requifite to be

brought thither by Carts. As for Biers, for want
of Joyners, he puts the firft Perfons that come
in his way upon making them as well as they can

:

The Publick Services in Cafes of Extremity are

difpatched, where Magiflrates know how to direct

and command, and will fee themfelves obeyed.

This Day, the Mortality is fo far from decreaf-

ing, that near 1000 Perfons die; and it being evi-

dent there is no room to hefitate about burying in

the Churches, feeing otherwife the dead Bodies

would become gradually too numerous to be car-

ried off, all Difpofitions are made for fetting about

it to-Morrow Morning every where at once, and
the Officers of the Gallies are pleafedto furniflbt fop

this Purpofe 20 Slaves more.

The
Y
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The 24th, that all Difpatch might be made,
and a Work which difhartens Men by the vifiblc

Danger and Terrors of Death not flackened, M.
Moujlier appears in Perfon, animating and urging

on the Slaves, as well by his Intrepidity and Cou-
rage, as by his Actions -, and when the Vaults are

filled, and the Lime and Water thrown in, he takes

care to have them well clofed up, and Cement
laid over every Hole and Crevice.

The Marquis de Pilles, and the other Sheriffs

are as active in the mean time to put in Execution

all the other Things refolved on.

They appoint the molt trufty Perfons they can

find, to go onHorleback with Guards at the Head
of the Carts, and of each Brigade of Slaves -, buc

thofe Perfons do not hold out long in fo perilous an

Employment, and they are foon obliged to act

themfelves in that Station.

They have no Occafion to go to defire the Brmop
to caufe Divine Service to ceafe in the Churches,

they are generally fhut up already : There are hard-

ly any Mafles now faid any where, no Admini-
ftration of the Sacraments, not fo much as the

tolling of Bells, all the Ecclefiafticks are fled,

and even fome of the Parifh Priefls.

As for Monks, they 1 cannot poffibly find any

to acl; as CommifTaries in the Quarters where they

are wanted; fome have deferted, others are dead,

and not a fufficient Number of them are left, to

confefs the Sick; Father Milay, a Jefuit, is the

only Man of them all, who to fatisfy that Holy
Zeal, and fervent Charity, by which he has been

always actuated, comes voluntarily and offers to

be Commiffary in the Street of Lefcafe, and there-

abouts ; an Employment which none elfe durft

take, becaufeit is the Part of the Town where the

Plague makes the greateft Havock, and which is

barricaded
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barricaded with Corps de Garde at the Avenues, that

no Perfon may enter, or ftir out of it •, the She-

riffs make him Commiffary there, where from the

Beginning of ; the Contagion he has confeffed

the infected. He performs Acts of Piety furpaff-

ing any thing called Heroick •, but the Plague does

Bot fpare him long, it fnatches from the Faithful

this new Apoftle.

They go to take a View of the Pits and Church-
yards; a horrid Spectacle, dangerous to approach,

thevaftNumberof infectedBodies but lately thrown
into them, lying all uncovered, heaped by Thou-
fands on one another.

Formerly Governors and Confuls during all the

Time of Contagion, ufed to keep fhut up in the

Town-Houfe with very great Precaution •, all who
have formed Rules for Towns vifited with the

Plague, have prefcribed that Conduct, judging

that the Magistrates ought to be more careful than

all others, to preferve their Life and Health.

Here, the Marquis de Pilles^ and the Sheriffs,

think only of preferving the Life and Health of
others, expofing their own without any Concern j

and are Night and Day in the open Street, where-
ever they fee Danger deter others.

The Marquis de Pilles has fo little Regard for

himfelf, that at the firfl he lets the principal Pelt-

Houfe (which is that des Convalefcens) be fettled

within 4 Paces of his own Houfe. M. Eftelle-

fots all Night long, fo void of fear, to fee the

ead Bodies carried off the Street Lefcale, that

flipping on the Pavement he was within a

Finger's Breadth of falling full upon a dead

Body that lay on the Ground before him :

M. Mouftier fets fo light by Dangers that

make others tremble, that a Philter reeking with
- y 2

'•
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the Corruption of the Bubo of an infected Perfbft

thrown out of the Window, lighting on his

Cheek, and iticking there, he takes it ofY perfectly

unconcerned, and only wiping his Check clean?

with his Spunge dipped in Vinegar, proceeds on
the Bufinefs he is about. The others behaved much
in the fame manner.

The 25th, the Plague has fpread into the four

Corners of the City, and exercifes its Rage on
all Sides : From this time to the End of Septem-

ber it rages with the fame Violence, it ftrikes like

Lightning every where, fweeps all before it, and
carries off above a Thoufand Souls a Day.

Its Violence now attacks by Crowds only^ and
its P\iry gives a Thoufand Deaths at once. In

Confequence, the Pefl-Houfes eftablifhed are in-

lufficient to receive all the poor Sick ; it is refolved

to make a new one, large enough to take in any

Number; and there not being without the Town,
nor in it, a Building capacious enough for that

Purpofe, it is refolved to erect one (as thePhyfici-

ans of Montpellier had advifed) in the Allies of

that fpacious Piece of Ground ufed for playing at

Mall, which is without the Gate des faineants+

contiguous to the Convent of the Reformed Au-

guftineSy with Timber-Work to be covered with

Sail-Cloth made of Cotton : This is a new Diffi-

culty for the Sheriffs, to have fuch an Hofpital to

build, without being able to reckon upon the

Afiiftance of any Perfon, and even without any

Workmen, for they are generally fled.

The a 6th, the Chamberof Vacations being in-

formed that almoft all the Bakers of Marfeilles

have deferted, and being defirous to prevent the

Extremity to which the City will be reduced, if at

fuch a Conjuncture fufficient Quantities of Bread

fhould
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fiiould not be made •, they publifh an Arret, com-
manding all Bakers and their Foremen who have

withdrawn, to return on Pain of Deaths and en-

joining the Confuls of the Places where they may
have taken Refuge to deliver them up, on the Pe-

nalty of a Fine and other Punifhment.

All the Shops of Retailers being fhut up, fo

that People have no whither to go to buy common
NecefTaries, an Ordinance is publifhed at my
Inftance, to oblige the Retailers to open their

Shops within Twenty Four Hours, otherwife they

mall be broken open.

The 27th, the Chamber of Vacations com-
miferating the Condition of Marfeilles^ and the

Sufferings of its Inhabitants, publifh an Arret,

enjoining all Artificers, Tradefmen and Wholelale

Dealers, to opentheir Shops and Warehoufes with-

in Twenty four Hours, on Pain of Death.

This Day the Marquis de Pilles^ who from the

Beginning of the Contagion has been continually

at the Town-Houfe, or wherever his Zeal called

him, that is to fay, where was mofr Danger and
Difficulty, without any Care of his own Safety, finks

at length under the Weight of his Fatigues, and
falling fick is unable to ftir out of his Houfe: The
Fear of lofing a Governor, whofe Merit and Perfon

are held in Veneration at Marfeilles^ gives a general

f
Alarm.

The 28th, the Plague redoubles its Ravages,

and the whole City is become a vaft Church-
yard, prefenting to the View the fad Spectacle

of dead Bodies caft in Heaps one upon another.

In this deplorable State, a thoufand Things are

.to be done, a Thoufand Wants to be fupplicd, and

yet

r 3
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yet there is no Perfon to have Recourfe to
ior Relief; the People of the Territory are deaf
to all Demands, they cannot by any Order
ifTued be wrought upon, to bring in fo much
as Straw for the Mattrefics in the Hofpitals, and
I lay for the Horfes belonging to the Carts ; The
Sheriffs feeing nothing is to be done but by Force,
de.fi re the firlt Prefident to procure them the

A (Ti Irance of fome Hundred Men of regular

Troops.

They appply next to the Officers of the Gallies,

remonftrating to them, that the common Safety is

at Stake; that almofl all the Slaves they have already

granted them are dead, and that the Number of

dead Bodies the City is fill'd with fe fo exceeding

great, that they cannot be carried off, unleis

they will be pleas'd to let them have a fufficient

Number to make a ftrong Effort.

M. de Rance^ Lieutenant-General, command-
ing the G allies, M. de Vanereffon, Intendant, and
all the General Officers, are moved with the refe-

rable Condition they fee Marseilles in ; they make
too noble and eminent a Part of it, not to be tho-

roughly concern'd to fee it wholly perifh •, they

have fhewn, on all Occafions, their good Intenti-

ons;, and in this, there is not one of them, who,

to help to fave the City, would not hazard his

own Life: But not having received Order to the

prefent Purpofe from the Council of Marine, they

make a Dfficulty to grant fo great a Number of

Slaves as is requifite, and will part with but 80;

and this with a Protefiation, that they lhail be the

kft.

This Proteilation obliges the Sheriffs to exert

themfelves more than ever, to makethefe Slaves

do all the Service that is pofiible : M. Mouftier^

not
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not fatisfying himfelf with the toilfom Care of

providing them Lodging and Subfiftance, and of

going every Morning to fee them harnefs the

Horfes, and get to work with the Carts, puts

himfelf at the Head of the largeft Brigade, leads

them to the Places that are leail acceffible, where

lie the greateft Heaps of putrified Bodies and en-

courages them to carry them off, either whole or

by Pieces.

In the mean while a Letter is written to the

Council of Marine, moft humbly to intreat his

Royal Highnefs to be pleafed to give Orders for

fupplying the Town : Which wanting all Things>

there being no Meat to make Broth with for the

poor Sick, and Famine deftroying thofe whom the

Plague might fpare, his Royal Highnefs is earneilly

befought to order the neighbouring Provinces to

fend in the neceffary Provifions for fubfifting the

People.

The 29th, feveral Ordinances are hTued, at my
Inftance.

1. All the Rakers, and others employed under

the Scavengers to clean the Streets, having defert-

edfince the Beginning of the Contagion, for fear

of being made ufe of as Buriers of the Dead -, the

whole Town fince the Second of this Month, rs

full of Dunghils and Poifonous Filth, which flag-

nates on the Pavement : They are by an Ordinance
commanded to return onTain of Death.

2. From out of the Houfes, the Quilts, Straw-
Beds, Bed-Cloaths, Apparel, and Rags ufed a-

bout the Infecled, are thrown into the Streets; fu
that there is no paffing them. An Ordinance for-,

bids it, and enjoins that all fuch Things be drawn'
Y4 to
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to the pubJick Squares, and immediately burnt,

on Pain of Imprifonment.

3. For want of Porters, the very Corn, which

the Boats bring up from the Barrier of Leftaquey

cannot be carried into the Store-Houfesj thofe

Porters are all engaged in the Service of Private

Pei ions in the Territory : An Ordinance commands
them to come and work as ufual in the City, on
Pain of Death ; and private Perfons are forbidden

to detain them, on the Penalty of a Fine of 3000
Livies, and of Imprifonment,

4» For want of thofe who ufed to ply with AfTes,

the Bakers cannot get the Wood carried with which
the Town furnifhes them; and all private Perfons

are under the like Inconvenience: An Ordinance

charges thofe Afs-Keepers to return with their

Beails, on Pain of Death,

The Chamber of Vacations being informed,

that the Intendants of Health, and the CommhTa-
ries appointed in the Parifhes and Quarters, who
have deferted, do not obey the Ordinance of the

Sheriffs and return \ that Chamber ifiues an Arret

this Day, commanding them all to return forth-

with to their Duties, on Pain of Death.

All thefe Arrets and Ordinances are duly pro-

claimed by Sound of Trumpet, and affixed at all

the Corners of the Sreets, and in all the Quarters

of the Territories, but to no manner of Purpofe;

the Dread of the Plague is fo flrong and terrible,

that nothing can overcome it. It is indeed im-

podibie for the Heart of Man to bear up againft

all the frightful Spectacles that preient themfelves

every where to the Eye in this unhappy City

;

the dire Effects of a raging Peftilence, which
feems
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feems to threaten not to be affwagcd by the Death

only and general Extin&ion of all the inhabitants,

but by rendring the Place it felf a vaft Sink of

Corruption and Poifon, for ever uninhabitable by

human Race. .

Which Way foever one turns, the Streets ap-

pear {trowed on both Sides with dead Bodies

clofe by each other, moft of which being putrified,

are uniupportably hideous to behold.

As the Number of Slaves employed to take them
out of the Houfes, is very infufBcient to be able

to carry all off daily, feme frequently remain there

whole Weeks ; and there would remain longer, If

the Stench they emit, which poifons the Neigh-
bours, did not compel them for their own Preier-

vation, to overcome all Averfion to fuch horrid

Work, and go into the Apartments where they

lye, to drag them down into the Streets : They
pull them out with Hooks, and hawl them by
Ropes fattened to the Staves of thole Hooks into

the Streets : This they do in the Night, that they

may draw them to fome Diftance from their own
Houfes •, they leave them extended before another's

Door, who at opening it the next Morning is

frighted at the Sight of fuch an Object, which ge-

nerally infects him and gives him Death.

The Ring, and all public Walks, Squares, and
Market-Places, the Key of the Port, are fpread

with dead Bodies, fome lying in Heaps : The
Square before the Building called the Loge, and

the Pallifadoes of the Port, are filled witji the con-

tinual Number of dead Bodies that are brought

afhore from the Ships and Veflels> which are

crowded with Families, whom Fear induced to

takq
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take Refuge there, in a falfe Perfuafion, that the

Plague would not reach them upon the Water.

Under every Tree in the Ring and the Walks,
under every Pent-Houfe of the Shops in the Streets

and on the Port, one fees among the Dead a pro-

digious Number of poor Sick, and even whole Fa-
milies, lying on a little Straw, or on ragged Mat-
trefles \ fome are in a languishing Condition, to be

relieved only by Death \ others are light-headed

by the Force of the Venom which rages in them \

They implore the AfTiftance of thofe who pafs by -

%

fome in pitiful Complaints, fome in Groans and
Out- cries which Pain or Frenzy draw from them.

An intolerable Stink exhales from among them :

They not only endure the Effects of the Diftem-

per, but fuffer equally by the publick Want of

Food and common NecefTaries : They die under the

Rags that cover them, and every Moment adds to

the Number of the Dead that lye about them.

It rends the Heart, to behold on the Pavement fa

many wretched Mothers, who have lying by their

Sides the dead Bodies of their Children, whom
they have feen expire, without being able to give

them any Relief; and fo many poor Infants ftill

hanging at the Breads of their Mothers, who died

holding them in their Arms, fucking in the reft

of that Venom which will foon put them into

the fame Condition.

If any Space be yet left in the Streets, it is fil-

led with infected Houfhold-Goods and Cloaths,

which are thrown out of the Windows every where ;

fo that one cannot find a void Place to fet one's

Foot in.

All the Dogs and Cats that are killed, lie putri-

lying every where among the dead Bodies, the

Sick>
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Sick, and the infe&ed Cloaths ; all the Port is

filled with thofe thrown into them ; and while

they float, they add their Stench to the general

Infection, which has fpread all over the Town,
and preys upon the Vitals, the Senfes, and the

Mind.

Thofe one meets in the Street, are generally

livid and drooping, as if their Souls had begun to

part from their Bodies \ or whom the Violence of

the Diftemper has made delirious, who wandring

about they know not whither, as long as they Can

keep on their Legs, foon drop, through Weaknefs;

and, unable to get up again, expire on the Spot*
fome writhed into ftrange Poftures, denoting the

torturing Venom which ftruck them to the Heart

;

others are agitated by fuch Diforders of Mind,
that they cut their own Throats, or leap into the

Sea, or throw themfelves out of the Windows, to

put an end to their Mifery, and prevent the Death
which was not far off. Nothing is to be heard ojr

feen on all Sides but Diftrefs, Lamentation, Tears,.

Sighs, Groans, Affright, Defpair.

To conceive fo many Horrors, one mint figure

to one's felf, in one View, all the Miferies and
Calamities that Human Nature is fubject to ; and
one cannot venture to draw near fuch a Scene,

without being ftruck dead, or feiz'd with unutter-

able Horrors of the Mind.

The 30th, thofe Heaps of dead Bodies which

arc in every Quarter of the City, are increased by
new ones 5 every Night adds a thoufand Dead

;

and now none of the Slaves are left to work, they

are all dead, or fick of the Diftemper ; nor can

more be demanded, after the Proteftation made
by the Officers of the Gallies.

What
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What can be done in Circumftances fo full of
Defolation ; The Sheriffs have Recourfe, as ufual,

to the Firfl Prefident, and intreat him to difpatch a

Courier for them to the Court, to follicit his Royal
Highnefs to fend Orders for their being fupplied

with as many Galley-Slaves as they fhall have Oo
cafion for : They defire him alio to write to M. de

Ranee and de FaucreJJon, to perfuade them to granta

in the mean while, at leaft a Hundred.

The 31ft, it is impoflible for the Hofpitals to

receive the Number of Sick who croud thither :

As foon as one Perfon in a Houfe is feized with

the Diftemper, that Perfon becomes an Object of
Horror and Affright to the nearer! Relations •, Na-
ture inftantly forgets all ordinary Duties ; and the

Bands of Flefh and Blood being lefs ftrong than

the Fear of certain Death, mamefully diiToive in

an Inflant.

. As the Diftemper which has feized that Perfon*

threatens to attack them ; as the Contagion com-
municates it felf with extreme Quickneis ; as the

Danger is almoft equal to him that foffers, and to

thofe who approach him ; and as thofe who tend

and help him have no other Profpect than that of

following him in a few Days, they take at firfl

the barbarous Refolution, either to drive him out
of the Houfe, or to fly and defert it themielves,

and to leave him alone without AfTiftance or Re-
lief, abandoned to Hunger, Thirft, and all that

can render Death the more tormenting.

Thus Wives treat their Hufbands, and Huf*
bands their Wives, Children their Parents, and

Parents their Children : Vain Precaution, inipired

by Love of Life, and Horror of Death ! By that

time they take their Refolution, they have already

catch'd
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tatch'd the fubtle Effluvia of the fatal Poifon they

would fecure themfelves from ; they are foon fenli-

ble of its Malignity, a fpeedy Death is the Punifh-

ment of their Cruelty and Bafenefs : Others have

the fame Hardnefs of Heart towards them , they

are forced into the open Street in their Turn, or

are left alone in their Houfes to perifh without

Help.

Hence proceeds that infinite Number of Sick, of

each Sex, and of every Age, State, and Conditi-

on, who are found lying in the Streets and publick

Places. If all are not cruelly driven out of their

own Houfes by their Relations or Friends, they

prevent that Cruelty ; and left they mould run

the Hazard of being left alone at home, by the

Flight of thole Relations or Friends, when they

are become quite helplefs, they repair to the Hos-
pitals ; where not getting Entrance, nay, not be-

ing able to get near the Gates, by reafon of the

Multitudes of Sick, which have got thither before;

and who finding them already full, lye down on
the Pavement, and flop up all the Avenues ; they

are obliged to feek room for themfelves farther off,

among the putrified dead Bodies ; the Sight and
Stench of which ferve to haften their Death, the

only End of this Diftemper. Thefe Extremities

put the Sheriffs upon double Diligence, to get the

New Hofpital in the Alleys of the M^// finimed

;

In the mean time, they caufe large Tents to be

pitched up©n that Efplanade without the Town,
which is between the Gate des Faineants^ and the

Monaftery of the Capuchins', where they order as

many MattrefTes to be put, as the Tents will hold.

No fooner are thofe Tents up, and the Mattrefles

placed, but they are filled with fo many poor in-

fected, that feveral throw themfelves upon one

i^attrefs : A greater Number is requifite to fup-
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ply them all •, and the Misfortune is, that there i<*

neither Straw nor Linen to be had to make them
with.

The i ft of September', the flrfl Prefident having

been pleafed to write to M. de Ranee, and de Vau^

crejfon, defiring them to let the Sheriffs have a hun-^

dred Galley-Slaves more ; they are prefently fent

to them, and a more vigorous Ufe of them was
never made : For M. Moufiier, incited by the Ex-
tremity to which things are reduced, immediately

puts himfelf at the Head of thefe Slaves, with 1

1

Carts, and while they are able, makes them carry

off above 1200 dead Bodies a Day.

The 2d, for making this Labour the more eafyV

as the Bodies in the Houfes occafion the molt Lofs
of Time to the Slaves to fetch them away ; and be-

fides, being putrified by being left there long, they

cannot draw them out with Hooks, but by Pieces;

as alfo for preventing Robberies by the Slaves*

who ffinding no Perfon in the Houfes ; fteal all

they can lay their Hands on; an Ordinance is

publifhed at my Inftance, importing, that as foon

as any one dies in a Houfe, thofe belonging to that

Houfe mall be obliged to convey the Body down
into the Street, ufmg all proper and neceflary

Precautions.

The fame Day an Arret is iffued by the Cham-
ber of Vacations, enjoyning all the Rectors of the

Hotel Bieu, de la Charite, of Foundlings, of the

Houfes of the Penitent, and of Refuge, the Cap-
tains of the City, the Phyficians appointed for the

Hofpitals, and all Sorts of Intendants and munici-

pal Officers, to return to their Duty at Marfeilles,

otherwife declaring them incapable of Publick Of-

fices, and fining them iooo Livres,
.

Tfcc
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The 3d, the Sheriffs repair to the Town-Houfe
almofl by themfelves, with M. Capus, Keeper of
the Records, his eldefl Son, fo diflinguim'd by his

Merit and his Virtues, who, from the Beginning

of the Contagion, has affifted him to go through,

the Multiplicity of Bufinefs in his Offices; M.
Bouis^ Cafhier -, and myfelf > having no longer

any Guards* Domeftick Servants, or other Perfort

under Command, The Ravages the Plague has

already made in this great City, may be judged by
the Number belonging to the Town-Houfe only,

that have been carried off, which is above 500 Per-

fons, viz. 30 Guards wearing the Shoulder-Belt,

all the Guards de la Police^ all the Captains of the

City one excepted, all the Lieutenants except two,

almofl all the Captains-Lieutenants, and Guards
of the Five Brigades du Privilege du Vin. all the

Serjeants of the Nightly Watch or Patroll, 350
Men of the Companies of the Guard, and all the

City-Yeomen appointed to attend the Magiftrates

who are now become deftitute of all Servants.

Men are become only Shadows ; thofe who are

feen well one Day, are in the Carts the next j and,

what is unaccountable, thofe who haveffiut them-
felves upmoflfecurdy in their own Houfes, and are

the moft careful to take in nothing without the

moft exact Precautions, are attacked there by the

Plague, which creeps in no Body knows how.

The 4th, nothing is more deplorable, than to

fee the van; Number of Sick and Dying which are

fpread over the whole City, deprived of all fpiritual

as well as temporal Comforts, and reduced to the

lamentable Condition of dying almofl all of them
without Confeffion,

They wanted not, indeed, Servants of the Lord,
3s well of the Secular as Regular Clergy, who de-

voted
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voted their Lives to the faving of Souls, and afiift-*

ing and confefllng the infected -, there wanted aot

even holy Heroes, ( for by that Name we ought

to call all the Capuchins and Jefuits of the Two
Houfes of St. Jeaume, and of the Holy Crofs, and
likewife all the Obfervantins, and the Ricollets*

and fome others ) who, with more than heroick

Courage, and indefatigable Charity and Zeal, ran

about every where, and ruflled precipitately into

the moft deferted and mod infected Houfes, into

the Streets and Places that were thicken: ftrow'd

with putrified Bodies, and into the Hofpitals that

reeked moft with the Contagion, to confefs the

infected, afiift them in the Article of Death, and
receive their laft contagious, and envenom'd Breath*

as if it were but Dew.

But thefe facred Labourers, who may well be

look'd upon as true Martyrs, ( feeing thofe of

Alexandria, under the Prelacy of St* Denis, who
had the Charity to ailift the infected, were honour'd

with the Glory of Martyrdom ) are almoft all ta-

ken away by Death, in the Time of fo great a

Mortality, when their Help is moft wanted : For*
ty-two Capuchins have already perifhed, Twenty-
one Jefuits, Thirty-two Obfervantins, Twenty-nine

Ricollets, Ten Barefooted Carmelites, Twenty-two
Reformed Auguftines, all the Grand Carmelites, the

Grand Trinitarians, the Reformed Trinitarians,

the Monks of Loretto, of Mercy, the Dominicans

and Grand Auguftins who had kept in their Con-
Vent •, befldes feveral Secular Priefts, and the great*

eft Part of the Vicars of Chapters and Parifhes.

In fo great an Extremity, the Bifhop recalls

thofe, who, by their peculiar Character, and by
the Nature of their Benefice, are under the indif-

penfible Obligation of confefllng and adminiftring

the
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the fpiritual Remedies to the Dying ; but who,,

being druck with fhameful Terror, have baiely

fought their own Safety by Flight, without troub-

ling themfelves about the Salvation of others.

liad their Concern to difcharge their proper

ftuty been too cold to light up in their Hearts that

Fire of Charity with which they ought to glow,

the Example of their holy Prelate fhould have ex-.

cited them: In vain, from the Beginning of the

Contagion was he prefTed to leave the City, to en-

deavour to preferve himfelf, for the reft of his;

Diocefs ; he rejects all fuch Couniels, and hark-

ens only to thofe which the Love the Sovereign

Paftor has infpired him with for his Flock, fugged

to him; he tarries with unmaken Fortitude, deter-

mined to lay down his Life for the Good of his

Sheep, if God is pleas'd to require it.

He is not fatisfied with prodrating himfelf at

the Feet of Altars, and lifting up his Hands to

Heaven to befeech God to mitigate his Wrath 5

his Charity is active ; he is every Day in the open
Streets, through all Quarters of the Town; he
goes up to the higheft and word Apartments of

the Houfes to vifit the Sick; crofTes the Streets

among the dead Bodies ; appears in the publick

Places, at the Port, at the Ring ; the poorer!:, the

mod deditute of Friends, thofe afflicted the

mod grievoufly and hideouily, are the Perfons to

whom he goes with mod Earnednefs; and with-

out dreading thofe mortal Blads which carry Poi-

fon to the Heart, he approaches them, confedes

them, exhorts them to Patience, difpofes them to

die, pours celedial Confolations into their Souls,

reprefenting to them the Felicity of Suffering and
ofPoverty; and drops every where abundant Fruits.

©fhis generous Charity, diftributing Money where-.

Z ever
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ever he goes, and cfpecially in fecret to indigent

Families, whom holy Curiofity prompts him to

feek out and to relieve ; he has already given away
Twenty five Thousand Crowns, and takes up what
Money he can upon Pledges, to enable him to

diftribute more. But I mould not blaze abroad

what his Humility is careful to conceal •, it ought
to be left under the Veil which that Virtue throws

over it.

Death has fpared this new Charles Borromeo, but

has continually furrounded him, and almoft mow-
ed under his Feet : The Plague gets into his Palace

the greater! Part of his Officers and Domefbicks

are fcruck with it ; he is obliged to retreat into

the Houfe of the firft Prefident at Marfeilles the

Plague purfues him thither, and not only attacks

the reft of his Domefticks, but Two Perfons who
are very dear to him for their diftinguifhed Me-
rit, and are his AfTiftants in his holy Labours,

Father de la fare a Jefuit, and M. Bourgeret Ca-
non of la Major i the firft efcapes, but he has the

Grief to fee the other expire : All this however
does not terrify him, nor with-hold him one Mo-
ment from any of the Duties of his fervent Chari-

ty ; he goes every where ftill to vifit the Infected.

But the Plague deflroys too fail for the furviving

Remnant of Confeffors to perform all the Service

necefTarily required: A greater Number of Work-
tnen mould be had; wherefore the Canons of the

Collegiate Church of St. Martin^ and fome of

that of Acoulesy who have Benefices with Cure of
Souls, and who have fled, are thofe the Bifhop>

recall's, to come and confefs each within the Bounds
Qi his Parifh.

The
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The-Sheriffs, who obferve all thofe Panfn-Priefts

are deaf to the Voice of their Bidiop-, and uncon-

cerned for the Lofs of the Souls of their Parifhio-

ners, prefent a Petition to the Bifhop, to order

them by an Injunction to return forthwith to their

Duty 5 in default of winch their Benefices to be

declared vacant, and other Perfons qualified to fill

them, to be nominated.

The 5th, the Regulators of the Fifhermen be-

ing capable of fome Service, and Three of them
having fled; an Ordinance is publifhed at myTn-
ftance, to oblige them to return, on the Penalty

of a Fine of Three Thoufand Livres, and of

lofing their Offices.

This Day the Sheriffs being aflonirh'd at the In-

creafe of the Mortality, and the deplorable State

the City is in, and longing for an Anfwer to the

Difpatches they have lent to Court for neceiTary

Supplies, write to the Marfhal de Villars, molt
carneftly befeeching him to fecond their Inftances

:

That illuftrious Governor, who among all the

Towns of his Government of Provencer

, has con-

ftantly honoured Afarfeilles with his particular

AfFe&ion, is fo concerned to hear of the extreme

Defolation it is in, that he returns Anfwer, He
is refolved to come himfelf to its Relief, if his

Royal Highnefs will give him Leave,

The 6th, the Sheriffs find themfelves reduced

to the mofl terrible of all Extremities; the lafb

Slaves which the Officers ofthe Gallies had granted,

at the requeft of the firfl Prefident, being ail either

dead;, or fallen ill of the Diflemper; and notwith-

ftanding all the Efforts M. Mwjikr had made the

"

preceeding

Z z
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preceeding Days, to get all the dead Bodies" poiTi-

ble carried of> above Two Thoufand itiil remain-

ing in the Streets, befides what are in the Houfes*
they lee plainly, that if the Officers of the Gallies

will not give them more Slaves, at the rate

the Mortality goes on, there muft be in lefs

than Eight Bays above Fifteen Thoufand Bodies

in the Streets all putrifled ; from which will en-

fne a rS'eceflity of quitting the Town, and a^

bandoning it perhaps for ever, to the Putre-

faction, Foifon, and Infection whieh will fettle

in it.

Hereupon they ailemble, with the few Citizens

frill left, among whom are two Intendants of

Health who have not ftirred a Foot, M. Rofe the

Elder, and M. Rollaud. Divers Expedients are

debated; fomepropofe, that for difpcfing of the

prefent dead Bodies, and thofe to be expected

daily, a large Pit mould be opened in every Street

to throw them into: But two things are objected \

one is, that fuch Pits cannot be dug in the Streets,

without cutting off, at the lame time, all the Con-
duit-Pipes which are laid through.them ; the other

is, that it would require aboveTen Thoufand Men
to dig fpeedily fo many Pits in fo vail a City,

while there is none to be found in a Condition to

work; befides, no body would dig in Streets actu-

ally flrewed with infected Bodies, lor fear of catch-

ing the Infection by touching them. Others pro-

poie, to let all the Bodies lie where they are, in

the Streets, the publick Places, and the Houfes,

and there to cover them with Lime to confume
them -, and that fuch a Quantity of Lime be car-

ried in Carts, and laicl in Heaps in every Street,

*&s may ferye to confume all the dead Bodies that

fhall be there. But to this likewife there arc feve-

. ral
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ral Objections; Where is Lime enough to be had

for confurnmg fo many Bodies? Where are Men
to help to cart it? And who could flay in the

City amidit the horrible infection which thofe"

Bodies would exhale, as they are confuming?

The Courfe the Sheriffs think belt to cake, is,

without palling any Reibiution , to defire the Ci-

tizens affembied with them, to accompany them,'

in their Hoods, and in a Body, to the H'pufe of

M. de Ranee', to intreat him with all Earneitnef%

to grant them the AiTiftance they want for the

Preiervation of the City.

M. de Ranee calls together M. de Vaucreffon the

Intendant, and the General Officers of the Gallies -,

they appear to be touched as much with the Zeal

of thefe Magiftrates, and with the burthenfom

and hazardous Conditions upon which they afk

this AiTiftance, as with the great Extremity the

City is in -, accordingly they grant them all they

demand on thofe Conditions •, and being defirous

to have the Agreement put into Writing, I drew
up before them the following Act to be entred in

the Regifter of the Town-Houfe, and a Copy of it

to be given to them.

This Day, the Sheriffs, Proteclors, and Defenders

of the Privileges, Liberties, and Immunities, of this

City ^Marfeilles, the King's Counfclhrs, Lieutenants-

General de Police, being affembied in the Town -Houfe,

with fome of tbe municipal Officers, the Ccunfeilor

Orator of the City and the King's Procurator de la

Police, and other eminent Citizens -, and taking into

Confederation, that though the 260 Staves, which the

Officers of the Gallies have been pleafed to grant them

at different Times, to bury the Deadfince the City was*

affiicled with the Plague, have been extremely h:lpff I

'. to

Z 3
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to them hitherto, yet that /IJJifiance is inefficient , above

2000 dead Bodies having actually lain in the Streetsfeve-

ral Days ; and caujing a general lnfeclion j it was
therefore refelved, for preferring the City, to dejire

greater Jffiftance' : And immediately the Sheriffs going

cut in their Huods, accompanied by all the faid munici-

pal Officers and eminent Citizens, went in a Body to

the. lioufe of the Chevlier de Ranee. Lieutenant-

General, commanding his Majejly's Gallies, and repre-

fented to him, that the City has infinite Obligations

to him for the fignal Services which he has been pleafed

io do them in this Calamity \ but that it is not poffible

to preferve the City, unlefs he does them the Favour to

grant them a Hundred Slaves more, and 4 Officers of
the Whiflle (or Boatjwains) almoft all thofe who have

formerly been granted, being dead or fick \ ) in which

Cafe they will make the beft life of them -, that to

engage them to work with the greater Dilligence in car-

rying off* the dead Bodies, they will expofe themfelves

as they have already done -, will march on Horfeback in

their Hoods, before the Carts, and go with them all

ever the City : That moreover, it being of Importance,

that their Authority fhculd be fupported by Force, at a
time when there remains in the City only a numerous

Populace, who muft be kept under, for preventing all

Tumult, andfor maintaining good Order every zvhere ;

they further intreat him mofi earnejlly to grant them at

haft Forty fiout Soldiers of the Gallies^ to obey their

Orders, to attend them, and at the fame time hinder

the Slaves from getting away-, that theyJhaU be com-

manded by themfelves only -, that they will divide them

into 4 Parties, of which each Sheriff will head

One; and it being necefjary that one of the Sheriffs, at

leaft, fhould be continually ai the Town-Houfe, for the

^Difpalch of fueh Affairs as may occur, one of the faid

Parties fhall be commanded by the Chevalier Rofe -, and

m Cafe they fhould be hindred by any Accident
;

, they will

propofe
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propofe in their Room, Commijfaries of the beft Diftinc-

tion they can find
r

, to head and command them. Where-

upon the Chevalier de Ranee, being affembled with the

Intendants and General Officers of the Gallies, allfen-

fible of the mijerable Condition of this great and impor-

tant City, and willing to grant all that is necejfary for

faving it, have been pleafed to grant to the Sheriffs,

and to the Community, a Hundred Slaves more, and

40 Soldiers, among them 4 Corporals, with 4 Officers

of the Whiftle ; and it being necejfary to take thofe who
are voluntary difpofed, and to engage them by Rewards,

to this dangerous Service ; It is refolved and agreed,

that bejides Subfiftance which the Community jhall fur-

nifi to them all, ten Livres a Day Jhall be given to each

Officer of the Whiftle, and to each Soldier fifty Sols :

And after it floall pleafe God to deliver the Cityfrom this

Vifitation, a Gratification of a hundred Livres, to be

paid at once, Jhall be made to each of them who Jhall

then be living. "The Corporalsjhall have each a hundred

Sols a Bay, andalfo an annual Penfwnfor Life of a hun-

dred Livres to each of them who Jhalljurvive ; it being

judged they cannot be fufficienfly rewardedfor fo impor-

tant and perilous a Service. This is agreed by the AjJ'ein-

bly, in Confederation of the prejent Exigence, and the Ne-
cejfity of the Time. Concluded at Marfeilles, the

6th of September, 1720. Signed, EJlelle, Audimar,

Mouftier, Dieude, Sheriffs ; Pichatty de Croiffaint'e,

Orator, and the King's Procurator ; Capus, Keeper
of the Records.

The yth, the Magiflrates taking into Coniidera-

tion that the Plague being the Inftrument of God's
Wrath, all the Help of Men, and all the Efforts

they refoive to make, will be vain and ufelefs, un-
lefs they have Recourfe to his Mercy, and feek to

appeafe him -, they determine to make a Yow in the

Name of the City, to incline him to vouchfafe to

* deliver

Z 4
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deliver it from this cruel Peftilence (as their Preife-

ceflbrs did during the laft Plague,) that the Com-
munity fhall give every Year, for ever, the Sura

of 2000 Livres to a Houfe of Charity, to be efta-*

blifhed by the Title and under the Protection gt

Our Lady of Good Help, for the Reception of poor

Girls, Orphans of this City and its Territory.

The 8th, they make this Vow folemnly in the

Prefence of the Bifhop, in the Chapel of the Town-
Houfe, where he celebrates Mafs.

The fame Day having received the Slaves,

and the Officers of the Whittle, together with the

Soldiers (whofe Corps de Garde is fettled in the great

Hall of the Loge9 ) and M. Moufiier having got in

Readinefs the Carts, and divided the Slaves into

feveral Brigades, the Sheriffs in their floods put

themfelves each at the Head of one of thofe Bri-

gades, with a Divifion or Guard of Soldiers, and

go to the Places that are thickeil fpread with dead

Bodies, and where they are moil putrefied, with

an Intrepidity that aftoni flies the very Soldiers,

and makes the Slaves work with all their Strength,

without fearing the Dangers which they fee them
fo much contemn : They continue this Work daily,

from Morning till Night, and the Chevalier Rofe

on Horfeback, conilantly fupplies the Room of

that Sheriff who is obliged in his Turn to fit in the

Town-Houie for the ordinary Difpatch of Bufinels

:

'Tis a Miracle that they have not all perifhed, by
expofmg themfelves to Dangers fo great, that the

forty Soldiers of the Gallies, who accompanied
them, have all perifhed, except four, by their

Sides.

The 9th, they fend to the Council of Marine a

Copy of the Act, fpecifying the Conditions on
which the Officers of the Gallies granted thofe

Soldiers,
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Soldiers, and the Slaves, another to the Marlhai

de Villars, and a third to the Grand Prior.

The iotti, the firft Prefident, who is always vi-

gilant to fupply their Wants, and who knows that

befides Carts, they more need Carters to drive

them, fends a Number of both from Aix, which

are very helpful : The Officers of the Gallies fur-

niih. them with twenty-live Slaves more, to replace

thofe of the hundred already granted who are be-

come unable to work ; and add to them fix, who
are Butchers by Proieflion, to ierve in the Siaugh-

ter-houfes of the Town, where all the Butchers

being dead, or having deferted, no body is left to

kill Oxen and Sheep.

The i ith, there being hardly any Phyficians re-

maining, and fewer Surgeons, the reft having de-

ferted, or perifhed, their Art not availing them

;

the firft Prefident fends hither M. Pons and Bontel-

Ikr. Phyficians of the Faculty of Montpellier •, and

rVI. Montct and Rabaton, very Ikilful Mafter-Sur-

geons.

The i 2, the Sheriffs are informed that the Com-
mandeur M. de Langeron, Commodore of a Squa-

dron of Gallies, and Major-General of the King's

Armies, has been nominated by his Majefty, Go-
vernor of JS/larfe'ilks and its Territory, and that

he has received his CommifiTon. Such agreeable

and falutary News revives them immediately from
ail the Sorrow, Dejection, and Confirmation they

were in •, and infpires, not only into them, but

into all the other Citizens, and into the People in

general, both Sick and Well, no lefs Joy, Plea-

fure and Content, than Confidence, new Spirit,

and Courage : They think it lmpofiibie to perilh

under io worthy a Governour, and the Preferva-

tion of Marseilles is looked upon as certain under

his Aufpices and Conduct : The Affection he has

always
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always been obferved to bear to this City, and
which he has demonitrjtcd finfce it became
afflicted with the Plague \ his having been pleaied,

not only to come and affift in the Afiemblies

at the Town-Houfe, but to promote very much
the giving Afliitance to the City by the Offi-

cers of the Gallics (in v/hich naval Body of

Forces he is difhinguifhed by his Rank, as well

as by his Merit and Valour:) His Character fo

long ellablifhed, his illuitrious Name, his Prefrnce,

which by a happy Mixture of Sweetnefs and Gra-
vity makes him at once reflected, loved, and
feared \ his Wifdom and Forefight, his Courage,

his Firmnefs ; Virtues, which qualify and difpofe

him to chufe the belt Expedients in preffing Oc-
cafions, and execute with Rigour what he has ju%

dicioufly refolved ; all this, I fay, gives every

body, and particularly the Sheriffs, the mofh pro-

mising Hopes, which in the Event were foon an-

iwered : They go in their Hoods, and in a Body,
to his Houfe, to have the Honour to make him a

Tender of their Duties.

They learn at the fame time, that the Marquis
de Pilles (who was newly begun to recover his

Health) has alfo received a CommilTion to com-
mand in the City and Territory 3 they go in the

fame manner to his Houfe, to make him the like

Compliments : And both their Commiffions being

fent to be entered in the Regitter of the Town-
houfe, it appears that M. de hanger0% in the Qua-
lity of Major-General of the King's Forces, is to

take place, and command in Chief.

The fame Day, M. de hangeron mounts on
Horfeback, and comes to the Town-Houfe, to in-

form himfelf of the State of Affairs, that he might

thereupon make the proper Difpofitions, and take

the neceiTary Meafures for applying fpeedy Reme-
dies
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dies to preffing Evils : He is accompanied by the

Chevalier de Soiflans, an Officer of the Gallies,

whom he has taken to his AmTtance ; and who is

fo ardent for relieving the Town, that he is every

Day on Horfeback from Morning till Night, run-

ning wherever any thing is to be done, and to pro-*

vide againil, or redrefs, thole Inconveniences which
appear moil infuperable ; contemning Danger, and
compelling others, by his Example, not to relax

or Hop -, putting in Execution Things feeming

the mod impoirlbJe, with that Activity, Prudence,

and indefatigable Zeal, that every thing is done by
his Care, and by his AiTiitance.

The 13th, the Marquis de Pilles comes to the

Town-Houfe \ his Prefence, after the Grief

and Alarm his Sicknefs had caufed, gives every

one unfpeakable Pieafure. M. deLangeron repairs

thither 1ikewife ; he never fails to come thither

every Day on Horfeback, in the Morning and
Afternoon, be what Weather it will, and fits ge-

nerally till eight o'Clock at Night; 'tis moft fre-

quently after he has taken his Rounds to the Hof-
pitals, the Pits, the Church-yards, and other

Places very dangerous to approach, which he will

view with his own Eyes, and where he expofes

himfelf without Regard to his Health or Life.

The 14th, the Sheriffs continue to appear con-

flan tly, each at the Head of one of the Brigades

of Slaves, with the Carts, to fet them to work in

different Quarters, to take up and carry to the

Pits that prodigious Number of dead Bodies, with

which the City is filled ; and though they take

away fo many, they find more ftill, by the Con-
tinuance of the Mortality.

But there is one Part, where they have not been

able to fet foot yet •> it is at an Efplanade called la

Touretie-, which lies towards tie Sea, bawenthe
. : Hon ft $
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Houfes and the Rampart, from Fort St. John to

the Church of Major : There Jie extended about a

thoufand dead bodies clofe to each other, the frefh-

eft of which have lain there about three Weeks •,

fo that had they not been infected, the lying fo

long in a Place expofed to the hot Sun all the Day,
might have fufficed to render them contagious :

All one's Senfes are affected ar approaching a

Place, whence one irnells afar off the contao-ious

Vapours which Exhale from it : Nature fhrinks,

and the firmeft Eyes cannot bear fo hideous a Sight;

thofe Bodies have no longer any human Form,
they are Momtersthat give Horror, and one would
think all their Limbs llir, the Worms are in fuch

Motion about them.

Nothing however is of more urgent Neceflity

than to remove thefe Bodies from that Place •, eve-

ry Moment they are let lie there, furnifhes Exha-
lations which muft poifonthe Air -, but how mall

they be taken up and carried to the Pits without

the Town, which are at a very great Diftance ?

Bodies fo putrefied will not hold in the Carts ; the

Entrails, the Limbs which are loofened at the

Joints by the Worms, would run out, or drop off,

which would fcatter the Plague and Venom quite

through the City.

The Chevalier Rofe> who is good at Expedients,

and as induflrious as intrepid, goes to the Place,

and viewing the Rampart, perceives that two an-

cient Baftions, which about two thoufand Years

ago flood the Attacks of Julius Ctefar's Army, and
are near. the Efplanade where lie the dead Bodies,

tho' they feemed to be filled with Earth* are vault-

ed within, which he difcovers at the Foot of one

of them through a Hole, which Time has made
in a Stone ; he prefcntly imagines that no more
needs be done, than to take away fome Foot of

Earth
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Earth which cover the Vault of each Baftion, to-

break into that Vault, and finding them quite hol-

low within down to the Foundation which is level

with the Surface of the Sea, nothing is more eafy

than to caft all thofe Bodies into them, and then

to cover them with as much Earth and Lime as is

necerlary, to hinder the exhaling of any Infection

from them.

This being fo judicioufly projected, he returns

to the Town-Houfe, and tells M. de Langeron and
the Sheriffs, that he will take upon him to remove
all the dead Bodies from la 'Tourette, explains to

them his Project, they find it admirable ; but to

be able to execute it, a greater Number of Slaves

mult be employed, that it may be done fuddenly

and at once ; it being evident, that no Soul that

breathes can hold out above a few Minutes in fo

noifom a Place, when thofe Bodies are moved,
to be drawn oif the Ground and thrown into the

Baflions. M. de hangeron^ who has newly re-

ceived Orders from Court, to take as many Slaves

out of the Gallics as he fhall judge neceflary for

the Service of the City, promifes him a hundred
for this Enterprize.

The fame Day the Mortality continues without

Decreafe, and all the feveral Pits which had been

opened being filled, M. de Largeron accompanied
by M. Mouftier, and the Chevalier de Seiffans, take

a Turn without the City, to fee what Place wilt

be mo ft convenient for opening new ones fpeedily

;

and fome are marked out on the Side of the Gate
of Aix, of fixty Foot long and thirty broad : At
the fame time the Queftion being where to get at

kail a hundred Peafants to dig them ; M. de Lan*
geron fends all his Guards into the Territory, with

Orders to the Captains of the principal Quarters

to make them come, either willingly, or by Force,

The
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The 15th, he ifTues an Ordinance, commands
ing all the Intendants of Health, Counfellors of

the City, Captains of Quarters, and Commiffia-

ries of Parifhes* who have deierted, to return with*

in twenty four Hours to their Function, oji Pain

Of Difobedience.

He fets forth another, jointly with the Marquis
de PUles and the Sheriffs, prefcribfng all that ought
to be done, obferved, and executed in the Terri*

ory, where the Plague makes likewife very great

Ravages, and has got into all the Quarters.

The 1 6th) to remove that horrible Infection

which is in the Port, by above ten thoufand dead

Dogs floating in it, he fends for the Regulators of

the Fifheroien to the Town-houfe, and Orders

them to work with Boats to inclofe them ia

Nets, and draw them fo far without the Chain,

that the Current of the Water may not bring

them in again.

This Day the Chevalier Rofe, who the Day be-

fore had caufed the Vaults of the two Bailions of

the Rampart de la Tonrette to be broken into, and
found them hollow to the Foundation as he had
forefeen, having received the hundred Slaves ap-

pointed to remove the dead Bodies from that Part,

caufes each of them to tie a Handkerchief dipped

in Vinegar about his Head to flop his Nofe, and
having difpofed them in fuch a manner, as to be

able to put all Hands to Work at once, he makes
them in haJf an Hour take away all thofe Bodies*

Limbs of which dropped off in carrying, and
throw them into the Caverns of thofe Baflions,

which he immediately caufes to be filled with

Lime and Earth, up to the Level of the Efpla-

nade.

The 17th, the Sheriffs continuing with yet

greater Ardour and Zeal, to go each at the Head
* of
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bf a'Number of Carts, to fee the dead Bodies taken

up and carried off, from the feveral Streets o
the Town, which are more and more filled with

them •, M. Eftelk has Notice that the Pits which

had been filled on the Side of la Major^ had cleft

in the Night •, he haftens thither to fee them re-

paired, and takes with him the Peafants who were

working at the new Pits without the Gate of Aix :

But there's no governing the Peafants at approach-

ing infected Places, the Soldiers of the Gallies who
accompany them drive them on, but they give

back ; he takes a Pick- ax himfelf and falls to work
t6 encourage them ; they are not to be ftimulated

by his Example, the Soldiers are, they inftantiy

lay down their Arms, wreft the Pick-ax out of his

Hands, take each of them one from thofe daftard-

ly Peafants, and repair the Pits, notwithstanding

the Infection, with inexpreffible Ardour : It is

Pity 'all thofe Soldiers perifhed, they ferved the

City with a Zeal which will make them always la-

mented.

This Day M. Audimar caufes a Heap of Bodies,'

which were piled up in the Street of Ferrate and
were no lefs putrid than thofe of la Tourette, to be
carried off.

M. de Langeron ftudying to relieve the Necefli-

ties of the People; who are in want of all Things*,

and who fuffer and even perifri by the Defertioa

of almoft all the Surgeons, Apothecaries, Retail-

ers of common NeceiTaries, as Cooks and others,

whofe Shops and Stalls are generally ihut up every

where ; he publifhes an Ordinance to compel them
to return within twenty four Hours precifely, on
Pain of Death.

The fame Day the Phyficians of Montpellier who
had come in the Month of Auguft^ to examine by
Order of his Royal Highnefs, the Nature and

Symterns
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Symptoms of the Diftemper, come again, aceom*
panied by M. Soidliers Mailer Surgeon to the Kingf
who was alio with them the firft time 9 after their

Departure from hence* they had refided at a Coun-
try-houfe near Aix which had been appointed for

them to perform Quarantain in, which done they

were to have been admitted into Montpellisr ; but
his Royal Highnefs being defirous^ to fuccour

Marfeilks, and judging that fuch a Diftemper re-

quired the moft eminent and fkilful Phyficians,

was pleafed to fend them new Orders to return,

hither, and join with them M. Beidier another fa-

mous Phyfician and ProfefTor of Montpellier
% who

arrived with them.

The Plague had till then been treated as the

flague, the Sick prefently judged of the Danger
of their Sicknefs by the Behaviour of the Phyfi-

cians who vifited them : M. de Chicoyneau^ Chan-
cellor of the Univerfity of Montpeliier^ M. Veruy$

and M. Beidier9 give them Reafon to believe, on
the contrary, that 'tis of all Diftempers the leaft

dangerous and the moft common ; they approach
them without the leafl Concern or Mark of Emo-
tion, without Repugnance, without Precaution

;

they even fit down upon their Beds, touch their

Buboes and Sores, and ilay by them calmly as

long as is neceifary to inform themfelves of the

State of their Cafe, the Symptoms of their Dif-

temper, and to fee the Surgeons perform the Ope-
rations they order : They go every where, and
pafs through all the Quarters, they examine the

Sick, in the Streets, in the publick Places, in the

Houfes, and in the Hofpitals -, one Would think

them invulnerable, or tutular Angels fent by God.
to fave every poor Creature's Lite ; they refufe

the Money the Rich offer them •, nor receive any

thing from any body, but a thoufand Bleflmgs

from all s their Manner of proceeding, with the

Reputation*
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Reputation of their Names, recover the Sick by

.the Hopes and Confidence they raife in them.

The 1 8th, another Pit is opened, below the

Ramparts between the Gate of Aix and the Tower

of St. Paule, fixty Foot long and thirty broad :

M. de hangeron wrote the Day before to the Cap-

tains of the Territory, to fend in Peaiants : The
Chevalier de Soiffans goes at Day break to the En-

trance of the Suburbs^ to conduct them to this

Work, which they were extremely averfe to, be-

caufe of the Nearnefs of other Pits already filled.

thereabouts.

New ones are alfo opened on the Side of that

Ground, by which the Church-yard of the ParifH

of St. Ferrisl was formerly enlarged •> this Quarter

is the fineft and beft inhabited of the City, where

M. Serre^ no lefs a good Citizen than a famous

and excellent Painter, one of theCommiffaries ap-

pointed there, zealous even to the Sacrificing of

ftis own Life for the Reliefof his Country, has ta-

ken upon himfelf alone the laborious and perillous

Care to 'fee carried off and buried, the dead Bodies

from thence, with fome Carts which the Sheriffs

have given him, and a Brigade of Slaves put un-

der his Direction by the Officers of the Gallies,

whom he carefully fubfifts and lodges at his own
Expence. A Citizen that fo loves his Country,

deferves to be beloved by it.

The 19th the Defertion From the City continu-

ing, fo that none can be found to carry into the

Store-houfes of the Community the Corn brought
up by the Boats from the Barrier of Ltftaqite, M.
de hangeron appoints for that Service twenty -fix

Gally-Slaves, with four of their Companions- to

A a dr
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drefs Victuals for them-, no Perfons being Found

fit to be put to do fo much as that.

The time of Vintage approaching, it is confi-

dered that the Vapours of the new Wine, in a

Town where fo prodigious a Quantity is made,

might contribute very much towards dii-infecling

the Houfes j and it is called to mind that it was

by this Means the laft Plague which afflicted Mar-
feilks was ftopt: Whereupon an Ordinance is ifTu-

ed, in the names of M. de Langeron^ the Marquis

de PilleSy and the Sheriffs, importing that the

Vintage fhall be got in as ufual.

This Day arrive three other Phyfkians of the

Faculty of Mcntpellier, who came Poft from Paris

by Order of his Royal Highnefs, viz. M. Mailhes

ProfefTor of the Univerfity of Cahors, M. Boery

de Paradis of Marfeilles, and M. de Ltebadie^ ac-

companied by two Mailer-Surgeons of Paris:

They are provided with excellent Inftruclions,

which they received from M. Chirre firlt Phyfi-

cian to his Royal Highnefs, and Sur-Intendant

of the Royal Phyfick-Gardcn, who has not ne-

glected any thing that might be for the Relief of

this unfortunate City: Phyficians fo well chofen,

and fo well inflru&ed, cannot fail of doing good*

Service i the Event will foon iliew it.

The 20th, there are no Medicines nor Drugs to

be found in the City, by Rcaibn of the Flight

and Ddertion of all the Apothecaries, Druggifts,

and Grocers; the Sick dye without being able to

life the Liberty of making their Wills, the Royal
Notaries having all fled; Women with Child arc

delivered without any Affiftance, the Midwives
being all fled likewife : Aij Ordinance at my In-

ftanco
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fiance is iffued by M. de Langeron, the Marquis d$

Pilles, and the Sheriffs, to oblige them all to return

within twenty-four Hours on Pain of Death:

The Royal Notaries only obey readily. The or-

dinary Term of letting or quitting Houfes being

Michaelmas-Day, and almoft all the Houfes being

infected, it would be dangerous to fuffer fuch re-

moving with Houfhold-Goods moftly infected ;

another Ordinance forbids it, till it be otherwife

ordered.

The 2 1 ft, the Sheriffs have an Increafe ofCare and

Trouble; the Perfons who for a long time had the

Direction and Management of the Office of Corn,

and of the Shambles, dye of the Plague; this obliges

the Sheriffs to take that Bufinefs upon themfelves,

while they have fomuch already upon their Hands:
M. de Langeron, to faciliate their going through

with it all, perfuades them to take each a certain

part of the Work: Accordingly, M. Eflelle is

charged with the Difpatch of all the current Affairs

at the Town-Houfe, with the CorrefpOndences,

and with the Orders for the good Government of

the City, M.Audimor with the Shambles-, M. Mou-

filer with ail that relates to the carrying off and

burying of the Dead, the Pits, and the Church-

yards, the cleaning of the Streets, the Carts, the

Gaily Slaves and their Subfiftance; and M. Dieude

with what relates to Bread-Corn, Meal, Wood for

firing, and the Bakers.

The 2 2d, new Pits are to be made, M.deLange*

ton fends his Guards into the Territory, to bring

in one hundred and fifty Men to dig them; and

the 23d one is opened of one hundred thirty two
Foot long, forty eight wide, and fourteen deep,, irt

the Qarden of the Obfervantines near the Ramparts.

The
A a z
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The 24th, at the Time when Miiery and Cala-

mity arc at the Height ; when ail is groaning, la-

menting, dyi^g, as well in the Country, as in

the Town-, when thofe whom the Fury of the

Diftemper has fpared, are overtaken by Famine,

and fall into Defpair, more cruel and terrible than

the Flague it felfj when the Fountains of Charity

which had run till now, are dried up; when, as

the Scripture exprefTes it, the Heavens feem to be of

Brafs, and the Earth of Iron ; and when no Hope
at all remain'd, but of Dying-, 'tis then a charita-

ble Hand extends itfelf from afar to this unhappy
City.

, The 25th, the Heaps of infected Cloaths and
Fioufehold-Goods, with which all the Streets are

incumbered,' being a greater hindrance to the pair-

ing through them, than the dead Bodies and Sick

that lye in them ; Monf. de Langeron fets twenty

live Gally-Slaves to work, to carry all off in Carts

and' twenty others to cleave Wood for Firing, for

the Ule of the Bakers; no other Hands being to

be had.

The Refra&orinefs of the Apothecaries, Drug-
gifts, and Grocers, in abfenting themfelves from
the City, and the Necefiity of compelling them to

return, that the Sick may be fupplied with Medi-
cines and Drugs, oblige him to fend Guards into

the Territory, to feize and bring away the chief of

them,

The 26th, the Hofpital of Timber*work in the

Alleys of the Grand Mall, and which fo many
Poor infected, who lie in the Streets and publick

Places, have been wifhing for feveral Days, is up-

on the Point of being finiJhed, after incredible

Labour

;
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Labour j when a North Wind, the moft violent

that ever was, blows fo hard, that it breaks and

throws down , almoft all the Timber-work, with

the Sail-cloth that covered it : For repairing fpeedi-

ly this Damage, M. de Langeron goes thither,

fends for robuft and ferviceable Fellows from the

Gallies, with Officers to keep them diligently em-
ployed-, the Sheriffs beftir themfelves to provide

moreTimber and Sail-cloth; all Hands are at Work-,

the Chevalier de Soijfans keeps upon the Spot, to

encourage the Men; and give Orders, accompani-

ed by M. Marin and Beaujjier, CommifTaries ap-

pointed to act as Directors General of this Hofpi-

tal, who facrificed their Time and private Con-
cerns to fee it built, were always active in any

thing that was moft toilfome; and the principal

Affiftants of the Sheriffs, from the Time the Fear

of the Contagion made every body abandon

them.

The 27th, it is confidered, that as large as

this Hofpital is, it cannot ferve for fuch a Mul-
titude of Sick, as are lying in all the Streets, and

increafed daily by the Continuance ofthe Diflemper

;

and therefore another muft be timely thought of:

After looking about every where, it is rei'olved to

make ufe of the Hofpital General de la Chante,

which is in perfect Readinefs, actuary furnifhed

with near 800 Beds, and all neceifary Utenfils.

The Difficulty is, whether to remove the Poor
maintained in it: No Place feems fo proper as the

Hotel-Diet^ where there is Room enough •, but there

have been infected Patients in it, and above fifty

are fo now; they muft be firft removed, and the
Houfe difinfected (or perfumed;) thofe Patients are

carried to a Chapel of the Penitents, which is hard
A a 3 by;
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by •, and M. Eftelk performs the Difinfe&ion with

all requifite Exa&nefs.

From the 28th, of September to the 3d of Ofto*

her, nothing but Action and Labour Night and

Day. At the Mall no Time is loft to repair the

Damage done by the Wind, and to provide for

fuch an Hofpital the infinite Number of Things
nccefTary in it-, in fitting up Apartments and Labo-
ratories for the Phyficians, Apothecaries, Surgeons,

Officers, and Servants of the Hofpital, in the

Convent of the Reformed Auguftines^ which is

contiguous to it, and in the neighbouring Baf->

tides \ and in digging near it large and deep

Pits : At la Chariiey thofe already opened in the

Garden of the Obfervantines are juft behind it; but

for that Hofpital, it was found to require more
Trouble than the other to provide it with all Ne-
cefTaries. The Pains taken to difinfecl: the Hotel-

Dieu, remove from thence the infected Patients,

and bring into it all the Poor frcm la Cbarite^ are

inconceivable : M. de Langeron is obliged to be

oh Horfeback from Morning to Night, moving
from Place to Place ; the Sheriffs give themfelves

no Refpite, but fhorten the common Time of
Meals, that they may not lofe a Moment. Every
thing is hard to be got, even Straw to fluff the

MattrefTes, which no body will bring in from the

Territory, without being compelled to it by Force.

Officers and Servants mull be fought for all thefe

Hofpitals -, efpecially a great Number of Surgeons

muft be had, both Mafters and Men ; they can-

not be drawn hither from other Provinces, but by
exorbitant Rewards *, Advertifements are affixed

every where, promifing to all Surgeons who will

come, viz. to Mafter-Surgeons of Principal

Towns 2000 Livres a Month \ to the licenfed

Surgeons
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Surgeons of thofe Towns, and the Mailer-Sur-

geons of fmall Places 1000 Livresa Month j and
to their Apprentices, or Journeymen, 300 Livres

a Month, with the Freedom of the Company of

Surgeons oftMarfellies ; befides Lodging and Diet

all the time they are employed.

The 3d of Oftober, Part of the Troops which
M. de Langeren expected for the Service of the

City, and to execute his Orders, arrive ; viz.

Three Companies of the Regiment of Flanders,

whom he caufes to encamp at the Chartreufe with-

out the Walls.

The 4th, the two new Hofpitals at the Mall
and la Cbarite, are, at length, in a Condition to

receive the Sick •, and immediately they creep

thither from all Quarters. A Number of Galley^

Slaves are employed to fetch thofe who cannot help

themfelves, and are lying in the publick Streets,

and in the Houfes.

The 5th, all the Phyficians, as well Strangers,

as of the Faculty in this City, are convened at the

Town-Houfe, in the Prefence of M. de Langerony

the Marquis de Ptiles, and the Sheriffs ; and M,
de Chicoyneau and Ferny, as Principals, and thcfe

others to whom the general Infpe&ion is commit-
ted, appoint the Stations where each fhall ferve,

and the Surgeons to be employed under them. If
all the Strangers had fignalized themfelves by their

Skill and Zeal, thofe of the City have equall'd

them in both -, they have ferved with fo little Care
of their own Perfons, that three of them have loft

their Lives, M- Peijfonel, Montaginer, and Aadan*
and a fourth, Mr. Bertrand, was very near Death's
Door.

A a 4 Thj5
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The 6th, three of the Captains of the City dy-

ing, the Sheriff's nominate in their Room M.
Dejperiery Bonnancau^ and Icard, who from the

Beginning of the Contagion have voluntarily gone
upon any Service, however toilfom and hazard-

ous, for the City.

The 7th, the Plague being more violent in the

Territory than in the City, and it being of Im-
portance to hinder the Sick to come from thence

into it j M. de Langeron pofts at each Gate a Corps

de Garde of Soldiers of the King's Troops, under

the Command of the Captains and Officers of the

Town i and pubhfhes an Ordinance, which pre-

jcribes the Rules to be obferved at any Perfon's,

coming into, or going out of the Gates.

The 8th, whereas fmce the two new Hofpitals

have been opened, the Sick are no longer lying

about the Streets, and the dead Bodies are carried

r,iT daily, by the great Number of Carts which

are continually palling •, Difpofitions are made for

cleaning the Streets throughout the City, as well

for making Room to pals, as to take away the

horrible Inieclion caufeci by the prodigious Quan-
tity of Filth and Naitinefs, with which they are

all covered. For this Purpofe large Boats, ufed

for clean fing the Port, by taking up the Soil, are

placed ail along the Key at each Pallifade ; and
while the Sheriffs go each through a Quarter with

a Brigade of Gaily Slaves, to caufe ail the Heaps
of infected Cloaths and Houihold- Goods, which

have been thrown out of the Windows, to be

burnt ; other Brigades of Slaves go with Carts, to

take up the Dunghills and Filth, which they fhoot

into thofe Boats, and thefe carry it out, and throw

it into the Sea, as far as they can from the Mouth
of
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of the Port : This is fo tedious a Work, that be

it followed ever fo clofe, it will take up a Month.
at leafl to finifh it.

The 9th, the Sheriffs receive News that fills

them with Joy and Coniblation ; they ffnd by a

Letter which theConfuls of Avignon are fo kind to

write to them, that the common Father of the
aFaithful Roman Catholicks, moved at hearing of

the Calamities of a City, which was the frrft of ail

Gaul that received the Catholick Faith, by St.

Lazarus its firft Bifhop ; which in all Times has

preferved it in its Purity, no Herefy having ever

been able to get footing in it ; and which has al-

ways had a lingular Attachment, with a profound

and inviolable Refpecl, for the Holy See -, has not

thought it enough to order publick Prayers in all

the Churches of Rome, and Procefiions, at which
his Holinefs aflifte on Foot, to befeech the So-

vereign Father of Mercies to aopeafe his Wrath
again ft Marfeilles^ and call away the dreadful

Scourge which lays it defolate 5 but being defirous

to fuccour fo many miferable Poor as are in it,

and fupply them with Bread in their Need, has

caufed to be bought up in the Diftncl of Ancona

two thoufand Meafures (called Roubles) of Bread-

Corn, which will be forthwith brought hither by
Veffels that are to take it in at Cvuita-Vecchia^ to be

diftributed to the Poor in fuch Proportions as the

Bifhop mall allot.

The 10th, the Canons of the Collegiate Church
of St. Martin^ having Benefices with Cure of

Souls, perilling to abient themfelves from their

Duty, notwithstanding the feveral Admonitions
fignified to them, . the Biihop pronounces Sen-

tence, and, conformably to the Petition of the

Sheriffs
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Sheriffs of the 4th of September iaft, declares therr

Benefices vacant, and that they fhall be filled with

others duly qualified ; and he nominates to them
accordingly.

The nth, there are in the Hofpitals feveral

•Patients who have the Happinefs to recover of
the Plague : A Place is necerlary for thefe to be

removed to, where they may ftay forty Days after

their Buboes and Sores are entirely cured and
healed up \ it is refolved to make ufe of the grand

Infirmaries for this Purpofe \ they muft be made
ready, and provided with all Things neceffary :

M. de Langeron goes thither, with M. Eftelley and
Orders are given for doing it out of Hand.

The 1 2th, more Troops arrive for the Service

of the City-, viz. Three Companies of the Regi-

ment of Brie^ which M, de Langeron caufes to en-

camp at the Cbartreuje, with the three others al-

ready there.

The 13th, 14th, and 15th, while the Infirma-

ries are getting ready for thofe who are recovered

from the Plague, he fends Orders into the Terri-

tory, to compel thofe Intendants of Health, whu
have abfented themfelves ; and feveral other Mu-
nicipal Officers, whofe Service is ablblutely requi-

fite in the City, to return.

- The 1 6th, he pofts a Ccrps de Garde of thirty

Soldiers by the Town-Houle, to Guard the She-

riffs, and execute Orders.

The 17th, it is refolved to fend into the Infir-

maries, not only thofe who have recovered in the

feveral Hofpitals, but likewife all thofe who wan-
der



Plague at M a r s e i i t e s. 363

der about the City with their Buboes broke and
running, and communicate the Contagion gene*

rally to thofe who, not knowing their Condition,

have the Misfortune to touch or approach them.

The 1 8th, the Difficulties which obftrucT: the

putting the Infirmaries entirely into Order -, or

doling up the Sides of the Market-Houfe, which
are open ; Timber, Boards, and Sail-Cloth being

pot to be had; make it necefTary to feek fome
other Place, which is already in proper Order •,

fuch appears to be the College of the Fathers de

FOrattire-, the Halls of which are capable of har-

bouring a great Number of Perfons 5 and Lodg-
ings for the Officers, Surgeons, and Servants, are

ready in the reft of the Houfe, which is quite

empty by the Flight of thole Priefts.

The 1 6th, the Grand Clauftral Prior^ (i. e. lie

that refides, and keeps the Monks to their Duty)
of the Abbey of St. Viftor, and two Monks de-

puted from that Chapter, come to the Town-
Houfe to juftify themfelves upon their Refufal to

carry in Proceffion the Shrines and ReJiques of
their Church, to the Square of the Loge. The
Continuance of the Contagion, notwithstanding all

the Efforts hitherto made to flop it, leaving no
Hope, but in the Mercy of the Almighty through
the Interceffion of the Saints, the Sheriffs refolved

to defire the Biffiop to caufe all the. Shrines of
Saints, and all the Reliques of the Church of Ma-
jor to be brought forth, and to accompany them
to the Square of the Loge, where they defigned to

erect a great Altar, on which to place them in

open View, and likewife to defire the Monks of

the Abbey of St. Viftor, to bring out at the fame
Time all the Shrines and Reliques of their Church,

and to accompany them to the fame Place, where

being
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being all ranged together on the fame Altar, the Bi~

fhop was to celebrate Mafs, and all the Prayers pre-

ferred againft the Plague were to be faid The
Bifhop inftantly agreed to it, with all the Joy and
Satisfaction which the Piety that animates him
could raife : M. de Langeron had given the mofl
proper Orders, for preventing any Crowd, or even

any Communication, at this Holy Proceflion -, no-

thing remained, but to difpofe the Monks of the

Abbey of St. Vitlor to perform their Part : M.
EJielk went, and moved it to them •, they confent,

but on Conditions utterly impracticable. They
demand,- either that two Altars mould be erected,

or that the Bifhop mould not celebrate Mafs, left

their Privileges mould receive fome Diminution

by it. And their Grand Prior Clauftral, with two
Monks of the Abbey, come to Day to the Town-
Houle, to have it underftood that their Realbns

were folid, and not Pretexts.

The 20th, no Bell having been rung in the Town
fince the Contagion, not even that which warns

the Soldiers and Townfmen to retire to their

Houfes and Quarters at Night, M. de Langeron

orders it to be rung as formerly.

The 2 1 ft, he orders the Officers of the City to

go the Rounds punctually in all the Quarters,

with the Number of Soldiers appointed by him.

The 2zd and 2.3d, the Prifons being filled with

Malefactors, and the effects of a vaft Number of

Houfes being expofed to Robbery, by the Death
of all the Perfons who inhabited them; he lends

Orders into the Territory, to oblige the Commif-
iaries de Police to return, to bring to Trial thofe

Malefactors, and to fecurc thofe Effects for the

lawful Claimants*

The
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The 24th, M. de Longeron, the Marquis de Pilks

and the Sheriffs, publifh an Ordinance at my In-

ftance, commanding all thofe who have taken into

their PoffefTion the Keys of Houfes, or the Ef-
fects

.
of Perfons deceafed, or who have had

them put into their Hands in Truft, of what Na-
ture foever they are, to appear within twenty-four

Hours at the Town-Houfe, and make Declaration

thereof before the Commiffaries de Police, that fits

fame may be properly fectired.

The 25th, another Ordinance is iflued for the

Publick Safety and Health, importing, that for

preventing Robberies in the Night, and the In-

creafe of the Contagion by removing from one
l?lace to another infected Apparel, thofe who after

ringing the warning Bell at Night fhall be taken

robbing Houfes, or removing Apparel or Houf-
hold Goods, mail be pnnifhed with Death ; and
that thofe who fhall have forbidden Arms found

upon them, fhall be condemned to the Gallies.

The 26th, tho' the Plague feems to have de*

creafed, want of Provifions increafes •, the Diftem-

per having got into the neighbouring Places, and
even into the Capital of the Province, hardly any
Corn or other NecefTaries are brought any longer to

the Markets at the Barriers •, even all the Barriers

are changed and removed fo far off, that they arc

out of reach, and Marfeilles is in the greateft Ex-
tremities that it ever felt. M. de Langeron and the

Sheriffs fee the Neceffity there is, for avoiding a

fpeedy Famine, to fend Veffels to divers Parts

to fetch Bread-Corn, and other Provifions ; but

having neither Money nor Means to procure any,

they are obliged to fend Difpatches to Court for

Supplies.

The
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The 27th, the Hofpitals of the Mali, of La
Charite, and of the Rive Neuve, being by the De-
creafe of the Diftemper more then fufficient to hold

all the Sick •, and that des Convalefcens being become
altogether fuperfluous, it is refolved to make
Ufe of it for thofe who have recovered, and not of

the College de VOratoire, as was defign'd.

The 28th, and 29th, are fpent in putting it in

Order and furnifhing it with new Beds, after all

the Sick who were in it had been remov'd to the

Hofpital at the Mall.

The 30th, the great Number of Surgeons* as

well Mailers as others, who are come from all

Parts, allur'd by the Advertifements of the 30th

of September, that had been fent out to be pub-1

Hckly affix'd every where, which promifed great

Rewards tothofe that would come and ferve -, makes
k neceflary to publifh contrary Advertifements^ fig-

nifying, that the Diftemper having happily de*

creafed very much, there is no further Occafion

for them.

The 31ft, to get together, in Order to confine

and put under Quarantain, thofe who have reco-

vered from the Plague, who with their Buboes

broke and running wander about the Streets, and

infect all whom they approach, the Chevalier de

Smfans finds out a very eafy Expedient ; they are

all neceflitous People who beg about, and do not

fail to go where Alms are diftributed daily to all

Comers-, he orders Soldiers to hide themfelves

Rear the Houfe whither theBifhophasretir'd; inlejs.

than half an Hour, above five hundred of thefe

Beggars flock thither, whom the Soldiers furround

and carry to the Hofpital des Convalefcence, where

tha
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the Surgeons fearch them, and detain all who ought

to be kept there.

The Firft of November, being the Feaft of All-

Saints, the Bifhop comes out of his Palace in Pro-

cefiion, accompanied by the Canons of the Church

ties dcoulles, by thofe whom he has newly nomi-

nated Canons of the Church of St. Martin, and

by the Parfon and Priefts of the Parifh of St. Fer-

rioh and chufing to appear like the Scape Goat,

loaded with the Sins of all the People, and like a
Victim deftin'd to expiate them, he walks with a

Halter about his Neck, the Crofs in his Arms,
and-bare Foot ; thus he proceeds by the Ring to-

wards the Gates of Aix, where he celebrates Mafs
publickly, at an Altar which he had caufed to be

erected, and after a pathetick Exhortation to the

People to move them to Repentance, for appearing

the Wrath of God, and obtaining Deliverance from
the raging Peftilence \ he pronounces a folemn

Confecration of the City to the facred Heart of Je-

fus, in Honour of which he had initialted a Fefti-

val to be kept yearly by a Mandate which he caus'd

to be read : The Tears which are feen running

down his Cheeks during this devout Ceremony,
join'd to his very moving Exprefiions, excite Com-
punction in the moft obdurate Hearts, and every

one pierc'd with unfeigned Sorrow, cries to the

Lord for Mercy : St. Charles did the like formerly

at Milan on the fame Feftival of All-Saints, when
that City was under the Calamity of the Plague

;

and nothing is wanting to this Imitator of the Zeal,

Piety, Charity, and all the Virtues of fo great a

Saint, but the Roman Purple whicji he deferves,

and which a whole People on whom he heaps fpi-

ritual and temporal BlerTings, wilh him from the

Bottom of their Hearts.

From
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From the fecond to the fifth, M. de Langeron
with the Sheriffs divide all the Quarters of the
Town into new Diftricts, and appoint at every
Diftridt, containing a certain Number of Houfes,
a Commiffary to fee to the Execution of the feve-

ral Orders ifTued, and to prevent whatever may
contribute to the Continuance of the Plague, or
to its Return.

The 5th, for retraining the excefiive Price of
all Provifions, which is raifed every Day by thofe

who take Advantage of the general Scarcity, they

hold in the Town-Houfe an Affembly of Mer-
chants and Tradefmen to fettle a general Rate

;

they continue drawing it up the next Day, and
the 8th they publifh an Ordinance forbidding all

Shopkeepers, Retailers, and Regraters, to fell

at a higher Price than what is fpeciiied in

that general Rate, on the Penalty of the Pillory,

of Refunding the Money taken, and Confiscation

of the Goods fold.

From the 6th to the 13 th* M. de Langeron fends

put Orders on all Sides for regulating and reliev-

ing all the Quarters of the Territory, where the

Plague continues to rage ; and the 14th he pub-
lilfies an Ordinance with Marquis de Pilles and the

Sheriffs, which prefcribes fuch exact and judicious

Precautions to be obferved at the Gates, that the

indifpenfible Commerce between the City and the

Territory is maintained, and yet the Diflemper

which is there cannot any way be brought into the

City, to make that which ftill continues here rage

the more.

The 15th, the Bakers having almoft fpent all

the Fuel for their Ovens, fo that they muft leave

off Baking, VeiTels. are fent towards "Toulon to fetch

Wood. The
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The 1 6th the Bifhop takes a holy Refolution

to exorczie the Plague, which he has the Grief to

fee continue : In order to this, having called to-

gether the Remains of his Ckrgy in the Church
ties AcoulleS) he begins by caufmg all the Prayers

to be read which his Holinefs had fent to him, and
which are daily repeated in all the Churches of
Rome, to incline the Almighty to deliver Marfeilks

from the Scourge ; and after a very eloquent and
very moving Exhortation, he carries up the Holy
Sacrament to the Leads over the Roof of the

Church, from whence all the City and its Terri-

tory lie open to the View, gives his Benediction,

and performs the Exorcifm againft the Plague,

with all the Prayers and Ceremonies which the

Church has prefcribed.

The 17th, M. de Langeron receives an Anfwer
from Court, to the Difpatches he had fent thither

:

M. le Blanc, and M. le Pelktier des Forts write to

him, that his Royal Highnefs being extremely

concerned at the Calamity of Marfei//es, had given

Orders to the India Company to remit hither twen-

ty five thoufand Pieces of Eight, and one thou-

fand nine hundred Marks of Silver, with which
he is pleafed to affift this City, till he can provide

for its further Relief: The Marquis de la Vrilliere

writes the fame thing to the Sheriffs, and that his

Royal Highnefs will do all that lies in his Power
to fuccour them : The Auguft Prince has had all

poflible Regard for this unfortunate City 5 from
the Time he knew of its Diftrefs, he has not neg-

lected fending Orders every where, for fupplying

it with all neceflary Help, as well to cure the Di-

iremper, as to provide againft Scarcity and Want:
All his Minifters have feconded his Intentions with

fo much Earneftnefs and Application, that they

feem to have had no other Bufmefs upon their

B b Hands
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Hands, than to haftcn its Supplies, and to render

them effe&ual. What Gratitude for this will not

Subje&s fo obedient and fo faithful ever cherifh in

their Hearts ? This Gratitude for their Preferva-

tion, joined to the Ardour and Zeal which have
always diftinguifhed them in the Submiffion and
Obedience due to his Majefty •, will inflame them
with a Defire to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes,

for the Honour and Glory of his Service.

Never was there greater Scarcity, nor ever was
fuch Scarcity fo plentifully fupplied ; fo that hav-

ing been continually juft falling into Want, or in

fear of wanting every thing, by the Interdiction of

Communication and Commerce, we have hardly

ever wanted any thing, by Means of the continual

Succours which came in fucceflively from all

Parts, by the Orders of his Royal Highnefs, and
the particular Care of M. le Pelletier des Forts%
and M. la Blanc^ to caufe them to be executed :

Corn and other Provifions, and efpecially large

Cattle, and Sheep, have been brought in fuch

Quantity and Numbers, notwithflanding all Dif-

ficulties, that for a long time we had a kind of
Plenty of them ; from the Mint at Aix^ the firft

Prefident has remitted very confiderable Sums of
Money, he has procured all NecefTaries to be fent

in from divers Parts ; he has caufcd almoft whole
Forefts to be cut down, that we might not want
Wood for firing ; and not contenting himfelf with

procuring Credit for us to a great Sum, he has

had the Goodnefs to find Means to difcharge a

confiderable Part of that Debt ; from Languedoc

the Intendant, M. de Bernage, has taken infinite

Pains to get fent thither all the Succours that fer-

tile Province could furnifh.

Several eminent Citizens have contributed very

largely;
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largely; M. Conjians and Remufat, have by their.

Credit and Money procured twenty thoufand Mea~
'

fures ( called Charges ) of Bread-Corn ; M. Mar-
tins, Grimaud, and Beoland, have voluntarily taken

inconceivable Pains to keep the Shambles fuppli-

ed, and with very great Succefs -, feveral others

have contributed Money for buying up Corn in

the Levant -, even fome of the Magiftrates of the

Sovereign Courts of the Province, as foon as the

Plague had broke out, moved by their Generofity

of Heart, and Grandeur of Soul, offered and even

fent in all the Corn that was reaped on their own
Lands ; fuch are M. de Lubiers and de Ricardi,

Counfellors of the Parliament, and M. de Rauville

Prefident of the Court of Accompts, Aids and
Finances ; We could not perifh with fo great and
various Supplies -, but Marfeilles and its Territory

are an Abys ; it cannot otherwife be filled, than

by that prodigious Abundance, which Liberty,

and the Concourfe of the Commerce of Nations,

bring into it*

The 1 8 th, M. Taxil, Agent of the India Com-
pany at Marfeilles, remits to the Sheriffs one thou-

sand fix hundred Marks of Bullion, and twenty

thoufand and forty nine Marks in Pieces of Eight,

which they caufe to be conveyed to the Mint at

Montpellier, there to be converted into new Specie.

The 19th, the Diftemper which had extremely

decreafed, having increafed again a little, and
there being Ground to believe that the Commu-
nication in fome Churches which were opened,
had occafloned it, the Bifhop is deiired to be
pleafed to order them to be fhut up again.

The 20th, 21ft, and 22d, VeiTeJs are fitted

out to fetch Corn from the Levant, that wc-•*

B b 2 might
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might not be wholly in want of it this,Win-
ter, and after the Plague and Scarcity fall into
Famine.

The 23d, Advice comes that one of the Vef-
fels in 'which his Holinefs's Minifters had caufed
to be laden at Civita-Vecchia^ the Bread-Corn
defigned for the Poor of Marfeilles^ is unhap-
pily wrecked on the Ifland of Porcberolles

9 and
that of one thoufand Meafures it carried, not
three hundred could be faved.

The 24th, and 25th, the Contagion ftill con-
tinuing in the Territory, and the Perfons who
live there, or have retired thither, efpecially

thofe who are ftruck with it, or fufpecl they

are, ufing all manner of Artifice to Heal into

the City, where the Diftemper has almoft in-

tirely ceafed, M. de Langeron eftablifhes fuch

proper and exact Precautions, that no Endea-
vours of that kind can fucceed.

The 26th, he- publifhes an Ordinance, to ferve

for Rules at the Gates, prefcribing the feveral

Certificates which muft be brought to obtain

Permiffion to enter, and defcribing the Condi-

tion of Health and other Circumfrances a Per-

fon muft be in to be qualified for a Certifi-

cate from the ParinVPrieft, Captains, and Com-
miffaries.

The 27th, he fends this Ordinance to be publifh-

ed in the Territory, and with it a circular Letter to

all the Panih-Priefls, Captains and CommifTaries

of the Quarters, for-.their nioft ample Inftruction.

The 28th, two other ..VefTels Lden with the reft

of the Bread-Corn given by his Holinefs, arrive

at
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at toulon: The Biffiop comes to theTown-houfc, to

concert with M de Langeron and the Sheriffs, the

Means of getting it brought to this City, whither

thofeVefTels will not come becaufe of the Contagion.

The 29th, the Difficulty made by the Matters

of Veffels of Languedoc y to come laden with Pro*

vifions to the Port of Frioul in the Ifland of Rote-

neau, one of the Ifles of Marfeilles, whither the

Barrier is removed from Lefiaque, becaufe after

they have unladen at that Ifland, no Ballaft. is to

be had there, without which they cannot fail empty
and return to their own Ports ^ this Difficulty, I

fay, obliges M. de Langeron and the Sheriffs to

fend for the Regulators of the Fifhermen to the

Town-Houfe, and order them to fee that no Boat
goes out to fifh, till it has firft carried a lading of
Ballaft to that Ifle of Roteneau.

The 30th, the Chevalier Rofe undertakes for

the Execution of this Order 5 and he fucceeds fo

well in it, that all the Ballaft neceffary for all the

VerTels which may come to that Ifland, is prefently

carried there.

The Firft of December, the Hofpital of the Rive-

Neuve, governed and directed by the Chevalier Rofe9

being become ufelefs, the few Sick remaining in

it, are removed to that of la Charite, and the o-

theris entirely fhut up: M. Boyer de Paradis, one
of the Phyficians who came from Paris by Order
of his Royal Highnefs, ferved in it with all the

Ardour and Zeal, that the Love of his native

Country could infpire.

From the fecond to the fifth, Affemblies are

held, to fettle the Difpofitions and all the Mea-
fures necefTary for purifying and i disinfecting all

the
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the Houfes of the City in which the Contagion has

been : A tedious Work, which to be very minute-

ly performed, mult be as laborious as it is nice

and important

The 6th, the grand Infirmaries having been for

fome time purefied, M. Michel^ a Phyfician of the

Faculty of Marfeilles^ who had been (hut up in

them from the beginning of the Contagion, comes
out with the Surgeons he had with him \ he ferved

with a Zeal, Firmnefs, and Succefs, which
make him admired by all.

The 7th, the Intendants of Health afTemble at

the Town-Houfe. in the Prefehce of M. de Lange-

ron and the Sheriffs, to deliberate about purifyinn

all the VelTels that are in the Port, wh|p had takeg

in their Cargoes before the Plague broke out; thefe

Intendants (thofe of them who had abfented being

come back long fince) do their Duty fo well, that

tho' they are obliged to ferve only by Turns, they

generally all act together hardly any one excufing

himfelf.

The Directors of the Hofpital-general oUa Cha*

rite, and thofe of the Hotel Dieu> acquit them-
felves alfo of their Duty with the fame Ardour :

The latter even took upon them the Direction of

this Hofpkal when it was turned into a Peft-

Houfe, tho' the coming near fuch a Place gives

Difguft and makes one tremble : The Zeal among
them was fo extraordinary, that at the beginning

of the Contagion, when every Body was running

away, M. Bruno Grainier was feen to quit his own
Houfe, and take up his Lodgings in the

Hotel Dieu, there to devote himfelf entirely to the

Service of the Poor, and endeavour to prevent

the Plague's, getting into it; accordingly it never

could get in, before it had overthrown this pious

^rgus, and deprived of Life this Example of the

moll fervent and active Charity.

Alinoft



Plague at Marseilles. %fl

Almoft all the Municipal Officers, and other

Principal Citizens have been come back alfo fome

time; moil of the Shops of Tradefmen and Ar-
tificers are opened % the People* who in their

Fright had loft all hope ofHealth, and all Meafure

of Prudence, are brought to themfelves, and put

into Heart again by the Prefence and good Or-

ders of M. de Langeron\ and every one is at

prefent afiifting each other by mutual Offices, and

by an exacl: and admirable Adminiftration of Go-
vernment; which cutting off all deftructive Com-
munication, allows only what is falutary. As
this is but a brief Journal, drawn up in hafte in

fome Moments ftolen from Bufinefs, the Publick

may expect an ample Supplement to it, which mall

take in feveral Things here omitted, and the Services

worthy of Notice and Acknowledgement, which fe-

veral Perfons have rendred to the City as well

within it, as Abroad ; and the Wonders performed

by the Surgeons, whom the Court was pleafed to

fend, and others, fhall not be forgotten.,

The 8 th, the Danger of Communication hin-

dring Hill the Opening of the Churches, the

Bilhop orders Altars to be fet up in the Streets

and Mafs to be faid at them in Publick.

This Day M. de Langercn; the Marquis de Pilles

and the Sheriffs, publifh an Ordinance, directing

the Commiflaries of the Quarters and Parifhes, all

they are to do generally, as well for hindring

whatever might contribute to the keeping of the

Contagion in the Town, or increafmg it by in-

troducing the Diltemper from Abroad, as for

concurring to the great Work ftill remaining,

of difinfecling all the Houfes.

The 9th, upon Notice that feveral Taverns,'

Victualing-Houfes, CofFee-Houfes, and other like

Houfes of Publick Refort are opened, where

People meeting in Crowds, a mortal Commu-
nicatioa
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nication is to be feared; an Ordinance is publifiT

cd, at my Inftance, for their being all fhut up
again, on the Penalty of Imprifonment, and of
a Fine of thirty Livres.

This prefent Day (the 10th of December) the

Diftcmper has fo abated throughout the City,

that no new Patient has been carried into any
Hofpital: There is ground to hope, that the

Wrath of God will be entirely appeafed; that

this miferable unfortunate City will be wholly de-

livered from this cruel Vifitation, which has laid

it defolate-, and that we fhall be fecured from all

Returns of it, by the wife, exact, and judicious

Precautions which M. de Longeron takes, in Con-
cert with the Sheriffs, with fuch indefatigable

Zeal, fuch laborious Affiduity, fuch prudent
Vigilance, and fuch fingular Application, that the

Prefervation of Marseilles cannot but be looked

upon as his Work ; and its furviving Inhabitants

will be ever obliged to blefs his glorious Name, and
thofe of the Sheriffs, who fecond him fo well-,

and do fo juftly merit, by the Ardour with

which they have expofed their Lives, the Title

pf Fathers of their Country.

Done at MarfeilJes, in the Town-Houfe> the

1oth ^December, 1720.

<tte END,

AD V E RTISE M E NT.
r

AT F. and I. Nobles Circulating Libraries.

In King-Street Coveni-Garden. And in St*

Martins-Court near Leicefter-Square. Books are

Lent to Read bythe Year or Quarter, where may
be had Large Catalogues of the Refpe&ive Libra-

vm ( Price Six-Pence. )
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